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Of the ſeveral Writings and 
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DOBFfr THAT 


s Suftering Servant of God, ad Patient 
6 Foilower of the Lamb, 


" Humphzy Smith, 


——_— 


| Whol Dyed a Priſoner for the Teſtimony of Jeſus, 4s, 


in Wincheſter Common-Goal the 4th day of __ 
zd Moneth, 1n the Year'166}3. | 


=" B. 


I have fought a good Fight, I have fi niſhed my Cor _ "= 
kept the Faith ; henceforth there is laid up for -me aCrown' 


ſhall grve.me at that day, and not only to me, but to them 
alſo that love his appearing, 2 2 Ts 4+ 7, $. 
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TESTIMONY 
"oy CONCERNING 


Humphry Smt, 


: O W concerning our dear Friend and Brother . 
Humphry Smith, who formerly had been a Prea- 


cher, and a Man of Note ; but when it pleaſed 
the Lord to call him by his Grace, and reveal his Son in 
him, hecame to be an able Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
: treely did preach the Goſpel, as hel.ad received it freely ; 
' and was caſt in Priſon for the Teſtimony of Jeſus ar 
' Everſham in Worceſterſhire, where he ſuffered very much © . 
3 in Oliver's days, about the year 1655. and beſides, ſeveral 
2 other Goals, that it may be party faid of him, as1t was 
2 of Paul, who had been zealous among the Letter-Profeſ- 
” ſors, and who had then eſteem of him; but when he 
* came to poſſeſs Chriſt Jeſus, and to preach him, then they 
» hated him and perſecuted him. Yet through the Eternal 
- Power of the Lord, he was uphoiden through his Suf. 
> ferings, and travelled through many Hardſhips tor the 
b Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and did convert and turn 
> fa 2] | many 
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G. F's Teſtimony concerning H.S, 


many to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt that had been outward 
Profeſlors, as he himſelf had been, to the Poſſeſſion of 
Chriſt; ſo that he did ſee and was comforted in the 
Fruits of his Labours in Chriſt and his Grace. And at 
laſt he was caſt into Wircheſter-Goal, where he ended 
his days and finiſht his Teſtimony in an hard Impriſen- 
ment, who there dyed in the Lord, and reſts from his 
Labour, whoſe Works follow him: Whoſe Memorial 
1s bleſt among the Righteous in the Lords Heritage ; for 
he was a worthy Souldier and Follower of the Lamh, 
_ and kept his Habitation in Chriſt Jeſus, in whom he 
now lleeps. 


Lopaor, the 8th of M ns G. EF : 


11th Moneth, 1682. 
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| TESTIMO wi 


Concerning the Seryant of Chriſt, 


. # 
Hu mpn ry SITU 


| DECEASED; 
2 With Relpect to his Life, Teſtimony and Service 
--- / for ord in his day. 


l A = have not read all the Books and Writings 


given forth in'I ruths behalt by our dear Friendand 
Brother Humphry Sith, and therefore cannot knowingly 
give particular account thereof, as to all his. Writings, 
though many ſound and weighty Experimental things 
+ I am ſure he has written, yet trom the knowledge which 
I had of him, . his Converſation and Teftimony, and the - 
living Society I had with him for ſome time before his 

_ Courle was finiſhed, I have this Teſtimony nakedly and 
inthe {ight of the Lord to bear, ''That' he was a man 

| fearing God and hating Iniquity, fervent and zealous 
againſt Deceit and OO FPOcrn and endued with a hea- 
venly Gitt and Goſpel Teſtimony, which he faithfully 
bore in his day, according to his Ability, and the Lord 
was with him,and he was well beloved among his People. 
He endured the Croſs, and bore AfiCtions cot . 
and he was a great Sufferer in divers Goals and Perſecu- 
tions for the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and os 
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G. Whitehead's Teſtimuny concerning HS, 


Teſtimony which he declin'd not. And he was (inthe 
Name of the'Lord) inſtrumental and helpful with other 
faithful Brethren and Servants of Chrult, to break through 
rough Oppolitions, perverſe Gain-ſayings and Perſecu- 
tions of many Adverlſarics to the Life of Chr:/:antty, even 
in thoſe days of great Hardſhips and dcep Sufferings, 
not long after the firſt breaking forth of the Goſpel Day 
to many in this Age ; and indivers parts of our profeſ- 
ſing Nation, the Exerciſes, deep Suffterings and Tryals 
of that day and time, many now have not known the 
ſharpneſs of,fince which the Lord has been with his faith- 
ful Servants all along, and proſpered his Work among 
the ſincere Receivers of his Truth in the love thereof : Þ 
and the Lord our -God hath crowned the Labours of his \ 
faithful Witneſſes, whoſe Dayes are ended in Peace, * 
among whom this Honeſt and Upright hearted man 
Flumphry Smith had his Share an — and hath 4 
his Crown that fades not, and his Inheritance Everlaſting, 
in the Kingdom of his and our Heavenly Father, among 
the Spirits of Juſt Men in Glory, I am really fatished, as 
knowing the End of the Upright Man to be Peace, and 
that in the ſight of the Lord the Death of his Saints are 
Precious, as their Life is Acceptible : And I pray God 
_ that all Friends, and all thoſe that yet remain with a 
Teſtimony for him and his holy Truth, may be pre- 
ferved in (and with tender Regard unto). the fame 
Footſteps of the faithful and bleſſed Floci to the end of 
their Dayes, as thoſe-that truly have reſpe&t to the Re 
eempence of Reward and Kingdom that's ſet before, 
which will remain and ſtand us in ſtead when our Dayes, 
' Times and Years here are expired and gone. 


London, the 4th of the 
3th Moneth, 1682, 


George Whitehead, 


< | 


THE 


Faithfulneſs of the Upright 


MADE MANIFEST. 


Being a Teſtimony concerning the Life, Death and Suffer. 
- ingsOf aprecious Servant of the Lord, called, 


Humphzy Smith, 


Who dyed - a Priſoner for witneſſing unto the 
living Truth, in Wincheſter Common-Goat, the 4th 
day of the 3d Moneth, 1663. 


' RE thy famous Works ever to be forgotten? Are 
thy Noble and Valiant Acts to be blotted out of 

the Memory of the Righteous ? Is thy holy, innocent 
pure Life to be buried in Oblivion, as not to be remem- 
bred by us any more ? Are thy Sufferings, with all thy 
valiant Engagements with the Enemies of thy God to be 
blotted our of the Record of the Children of the moſt 
High? Oh ! what ſaith my Soul ? Nay, nay, let it be 
had in living Remembrance among the Followers of the 


Lamb, and let it be written upon the Tables of their 
Hearts, evento all Generations. | | | 


S 


And as concerning this man; he from his Youth up-. 
wards had defires after the Lord,and he was often check'd 


by his Father becauſe of his Solidity ; he mourned 
| mightily 


Y 


NT Te//imony concerning H.S. 


-. pf after the Lord while he was yet 3 Child” Fex. 
and panted after the Gog thar made lim: He followed 
the, zealous Profeſſors, and encreaſed mightily in that 


Knowledge 1 which ſtands invthe Comprehenſion, 'yea, 


exceeded many of his equals ; but at laſt the Lord lepera- 
ted him for his own glory, and ſent him f5rth in his own 
Power and. Eternal Name, ſo he led bim_.by the hand 
through the Wilderneſs, and, bore up his head above the 
Waves which fought ro deſtroy him ; he became a Talk 
and a By-word unto them with*whom (before) he had 
his Converſation ; yea, they ſought to deſtroy him in a 
moment, but yet the Lord led him in the way, and gave 
him the threſhing Inſtrument” that belongs to Worm 
Jacob, deſpiled of men, and\ he. threfhed and beat the 
Hills to Duſt, and rooted up the Diſobedient that deliſted 
Gods coming ; he ſpared not, but cut on the right hand, 
and flew on the left, and made the Arrows of his Quiver 
;to ſtrike into the Bowels of Gods Enemies; but he preach- 
ed Peace to the Captive, and uttered his Voice to the Pri- 
ſoners of Hope, which lay- groaning for Deliverance ; 
he was ſent to'publiſh Salvation,and to cry the acceptible 
year of Redemption, - though. the Rulers of the Earth 
dealt very hardly with him, and the Prieſts eryed, Away 
with him, he is not worthy to live ; the Profeſſors envied 
him becauſe of his upright dealing ; and the Prophane 
hated and reviled him becauſe of his Innocent Life ; he 
was often times caſt into ſeveral naſty Priſons; he was 
divers times whipt with Cords; he was haled be- 
fore Magiſtrates that had no pity nor compaſſion of him ; 
he divers times ventured upon hard ſervice, and broke 
throughan Hoſt of Wicked and Unreaſonable men; the 
Prieſts fell before him like Tow, and the Profeſſors were. 
"{cattered like Chaft, the Wicked and Prophane were even 
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N. C's Teftimony concerning H. S., 


eonfounded and amazed when his Arrows ſo ſharpdid 
enter within their dark Dwellings ; but to the Sced he 
uttered his Voice, and it dropped like Wax into the. 
Bowels - of the tender hearted : Verily the conſideration 
thercof doth even melt my heart, and makes me to ſay, 
Oh ! how delightfom was the pleaſantnefs of thy Beauty !7 and 
how defireable was the habitation of thy Dwellins ? and how 
prevalent were thy Prayers, . and th Srpplications with thy 
God ? who anſwered thee every Morning, and ſatisfied thy 
Soul every Moment, which mage thy Cup to overflow, and the 
pleaſant Streams to run over its Bunks, becauſe of the fullneſs 
thereof ; and Wo to him that lifts up a Tonzue againſt thee, 
and let him not be reckoned among the Congregations of the 
Righteous, that ſlanders thy Innocent Life, let him be ſmtte 
with Terror that whiſpdrs or ſpeaks Evil of thee in a Corner ; 
for I know the Lord loved thee, and hath taken thee from the 
Ewil that is to come por the Inhabitants of the Earth, ana 
ut of this dark World that is not worthy of thee. 

But to proceed ; he was viſiting Friends in and near 
London, and he told ſome of them there-a-wayes, That 
he had a narrow Path to paſi thra429 ; he allo laid, (ſeveral 
dayes before he was taken up) he [aw thit he ſhould be im- 
priſoned, and that it might coſt hia his Life ; and tailing his 
leave of: Friends im them-parts, hc let forward in the 
Will of the Lord Wefgwzra, ard having a Meeting at 
Altoa,\ome envious men hearing thereof, lent Armed men 
to the Houſe where he was,commanding him forth, and 
having him before Flmphry Branct and John Norton, 
Depury-Lievetenants of the Country, both great Enemies 
to Gods Truth, and though he gave a-gool account of 
his buftineſs, which-was to viſit his Son, which was a 
Child farther Weſtward, yet. they without pity or com- 
pation, equity or juſtice committed him to the {tznking 
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cloſe Prifon at Ninchefter ; but to leave them without 
excule in the day of the Lord, which haſtens to come 
upon them, he wrote unto them, {ignitying how illegal. 
ly they had dealt with him ; allo ſent them back an 
Aniwer to that which they charged againft him, likewiſe 
ſhewing that they laid nothing to Is charge but what 
was charged againlt. Gods Servants in the dayes of old, 
and morcover proved unto them, that they had acted 
contrary-to the Arme's Laws, Declaration and Word; yet 
though all this and much more might be written, both + 
of his &ſage in the Priſon, and likewiſe how cloſe a Hole 
it was, ſometimes other Priſoners, Fellonsor ſuch taking 
his Food from him, and other Abuſes which he bore 
very patiently, which will be too tedious ac preſent to 
relate; and likewiſe John Norton and Humphry Bennet 
ſending men and robbing him of all his Papers, riiling 
his Pockets, Boxevyand other places,yet he was very quiet, 
and lay down content ; but the next approaching Scfſions 
being come, he laid ſomething of his luffering Cauſe betore 
ſome of thoie called Juſtices, and at that time fome of 
them were willing to have releaſed him, but. ſome others . 
of them .being contrary minded, ſaying, That it was rhe - © 
Deputy-Lievetenants of the Shire that cOnmmitted him, an be- l 
cauſe they were not there they would not meadle with the thing : 
So the innocent Sufftercr was let continue a Priſoner till 
the next Afſizes, and he then laid the thing before Judge ! | 
Terril, who before had been pretty moderate to Friends, 
and the Judge gave him this anſwer, That if he would give 
Bail for his good Behaviour and Appearance at the next Af. 
fizes (though no evil Behaviour at all was laid to his 
charge) which when this innocent Suffercr heard, and ! 
bing ſatsfied that he was not guilty of the Breach of # 
any Law, neither was there any that laid any thing to his * 
2 | charge, : 
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M. O's TePimmny concerning H. S. 
charge,he was cortent to remain there, rather than to do 
ſuch a thing; anc '5 remaining there from Sefions till Af- 
ſizes, and from Aſſizes till Sefſhons, and until that Afſizesa 
whole year was over ; then Judge Terri! came again the 
Weſtern Circute, which Humphry Smith hearing of, wrote 
unto him, ſignifying how contrary to any known Law 
he had been dealt with, and requiring Juſtice, and that 


_ true Judgment might. proceed from him, and leaving him 


without excuſe he fent it to him, which he underitood 
he read, and about the latter end of the Afſizes he was 
calld for, where having divers words with the Judge, he 
again ſaid, That if he would give Bail for his good Behavi- 


Our and AppeFance at the next Alſizes, he ſhould be re leaſed ; - 


which he anſwered thus, "That he had lain in Priſon fo 
long, and nathing of evil Behaviour laid to his charge ; 
and likewiſe ſaying. that if any man there ſhould con- 
vince him of any evil Behaviour, he ſhould willingly 
acknowledge the ſame, unto whickthey-were all ſilent ; 
then the Judge ſaid, If he would meet no more, and promiſe 
not to break the Law, he ſhould be releaſed ; unto which he' 
anſwered thus, I think it is ſufficient that I ſuffer if T do 
break the Law, and not to ſufter becauſe I cannot pro- 
mite not to break it, ſaying alſo, That he knew no Law 
that required any ſuch thing ; ſo it being near the time 
of their breaking up, he was put aſide, and others called, 
and ſoon after they diſmiſſed the Court for that Aſſizes at 
that Bench; but as the Judge was pafling torth, Fiumphry 
Smith being at the Bar among the Fellons, he ſpake cheſs 
words unto him, Friend, remember I have bee above a 
whole year is Priſon, and no breach of any Law proved 
againſt me; Which the Judge heard, but palledaway and 
{aid nothing to it. So he was had back to Priſon again, 
where having been not above three weeks, but he tell fick, 
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N. C's Teftimony concerning H. S, 


firſt it took him like an Age, and afterward with the 
Feaver following it, and 1 a ſhort time it grew very 
violent upon him, inlomuch that in five days time he 
was {0 weak that he could icarcely help himſelf, tiren Jie 
alſo ſent a Letter unto Judge Territ, fignifying his Iilegal 
dealing with Iirn,ana aifo gave him to know,rhat he was 


- veryIil,but there was hittle done inthe thing ; ſo he grew 


weaker and weaker, fo thit twa men did turn him in ſis 
Bed ; and in the time oi his Sickneſs he {pake feveral pre- 
cious words to Friends, {19nitying unto them, Th. he 
w.75 given up in the will of the Lord, either in Life or D-ath 
and as he lay under a great tit ot the Feaver, he fad, 
My beart is filled with the Power of God ; and then ſaid, 
Ir is good for a man at ſuch a time as the ty have the 1:ord to 
be his Friend ; Another time he ſaid, Lord, tho# ſent/! te 


forth to do thy Will, and I have been faithful unto thee i 


my ſmall meaſure which thou haſt committed unto me ; but if 
thou wilt yet try me further, thy will be done : Allo, he faid, 
I am the Lords, let him do what he wif, And near the time 
of his departure, Ire cryed earneſtly unto the Lord, and 
ſaid, O Lord! hear the inward Sigh and Groans of thine 
Oppreſſed, and deliver my poor Soul from the Oppreſſor : O 
Lord, hear me! O Lord, nphold and preſerve me ; (I know 
that my Redeemer liveth) Thou art ſtrong and mighty, () 
Lord ! with ſeveral other precious words. Allo, about 
the ſame time he prayed unto the Lord, That he would 
deliver his People from their cruel Oppreſſors ; and that thoſe 
that were convinced or brought forth by him, that the Lord 
would be therr Teacher. He lay very quiet and ſtill, and 
not any unſavoury word' proceeded out of his Mouth all 
the time of his Sickneſs, but he behaved himſfelt like a 


>. Ms > 


Lamb, and he was very ſenſible unto the laſt Moment ; ' 


he was faithful unto the Lord in his day,. and a Crown 


Everlaſting 
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Everlaſtingis upon his head, which ſhall reft upon him. 
when all his Oppreſlors ſhall gnaſh therr Tongues far 
pain and vexation of Heart (as ſome of them have felt 
alrcady) yea, and the full Cup of the Lords Indignation 
15 preparing for all them who delight in Cruelty : He 
was very meek, and of a quiet Spirit, very loving to all 
that had the leaſt appearance of the Light ſpringing up 
in them; yea, if any knew not the Light which con- 
demns the fin, then in the Meekneſs of the Love ever- 
laſting, he' would -open unto them the way thereunto, 
and labour mightily to bring them to the knowledge of 
it: Oh! how great was his love to the eternal Truth, 
which abounded in his heart ! and how would he groan 
for the loſt Sheep ! ſurely his Love was more than my 
Tongue can expreſs ; and his Courage did abound in a 
great meaſure ; he delighted not in vain Janglings nor 
Diſputings of men of Corrupt Minds, but in the {1mpli- 
city of the Goſpel of Peace, which-is his Crown forever 
and ever. Whatſhall T ſay ? his Life is ſwallowed up in 
Immortality, and is no more to. be ſeen in the viſible, yer 


| he reigns over all Whiſperers, Back-biters and Slanderers 


of his innocent Lite forever. 

Thou Renowned Judge in 1/-ae/, thouValiant Souldier 
ef the Lambs Hoſt, Peace is thy Portion forever, Bleſ: . 
ſings will fill thine Houſe, and Fruitfulneſs will attend 
thy Seed, as they abide in the Counſel of him. who was. 
the Biſhop of thy Soul. 

| N, C. 
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BY: O you Rulers of Eng/:nd ! what ſhall I fay unto. 
you * Mult you needs be made a perpetual Reproach 
unto all that come after you ? And is your delight wholly 
in Perſecuting of the Innocent ? O Cruel Men ! O Mer- 
cileſs Men ! Will nothing but the Lives of Gods dear 
Servants fatisfie your bloody Wills ? Surely the Lord God 
will viſit you in his Wrath, and ſweep you away in his 
ſore Diſpleaſare ; yea, in the dreadtul Flames of the 
Burnings of his Vengeance will he caſt you: Oh ! you | 
Unſatiable, Vigorous, Tyrannical, Idolatrous Men ! 
What ! 1s Cruelty your Delight? And is it Blood that 
you thirſt after, as after Wine, which will not ſatisfie 
your Luſtful Defires? And is it nothing but the eternal 
Truth which you would not have ſo much as come into 
your Coaſts, worſe than Barbarians ? How do you evilly 
intreat thoſe who come 1n the love of the Lord, to preach 
Repentance in your Streets? and you take away the 
Lives of ſuch who come to publiſh Salvation unto poor 
Sinners? Surely your Unyuſt Dealings are come up be- 
fore the God whom you ſo much contemn in h1isServants, 
and your Unrighteous Actions againſt them whom he 
hath ſent in his own Name, are pierced into the Bowels 
of the God of the Humble hearted, who will ſurely plead 
with you in his Indignation, and utterly deſtroy you in 
his Wrath, if you Repent not ſpeedily, and humble 
your ſelves ba tn his Righteous Judgments :- Where- 
fore,, I ſay, Repent, Repent, for the Conſumation 45 at 
hand, yea, the ſwift Vengeance of the Eternal God 1s 
nigh to be revealed upon all the Diſobedient, and the 
utter Wo and Calamity of all the Mercileſs (with the 
cruel hearted) is coming, (yea, nigh to come) which 
ſhall make a final End of all the Rebellious and _ 
nec 
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necked Ones, whoſe Hearts are hard as the Adament 
Wheretore, Awake, Awake, ſleep not in your Wicked 
neſsin this day which is coming as a Thiet in the Night 
upon you, but ariſe up from Cruelty, and ſhake your 


: ſelves of the Garments of the Pollution of Blood, which 
hath ſtained you : Cleanſe your ſelves of your Idolatry, 


and clear your ſelves (if you can) of the Lives of Gods 
Servants, which have dycd in your Priſons ; but if you 
cannot, then known be it unto you, That God will not 
{pare the beſt of thoſe that have had a hand in theſe 


\ things (and ſhall perſiſt therein) but willdeſtroy them 


utterly, and Curſe them from his Preſence for evermore; 
and in this I ſhall be clcar of all your Blood, whea it 
Comes upon you, 


Nicholas Complin., 


Written the 21th of the 4th 
Moneth, 1663. 


Eaward 
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HlliamFenings's Teſtimony concertung 
Humphry Smith, 


"| His 15 my Teſtimony for that man of God (v:z;) 
my dear antient Friend Hwphry Smith, who dyed 

a Priſoner for the bleſſed Truth in Wizchefter Priſon; 1 
being, with divers more Friends, in Priſon with him (for 
the Truth's ſake) a long time before, and alſo at his de- 


parture, have this to ſay of him (viz.), That he was a © 


man whoſe-deportment and behaviou? amonglt us in 
Priſon, was comely, yea, even as a Father that takes care 
for his Children, even ſo was his care and overſight over 
us; he was a faithful Overſeer indeed, and one that mind- 
ed the Lords buſineſs,and certainly its well with him : He 
was kept very ſenſible in hisſickneſs whereof he dyed, 8& 
was not heard to ſpeak one unſavoury word,although his 
exerciſe was not {mall, through much weakneſs; and in 
the time of his weakneſs, near his death, his crys were to 
the Lord,for the preſervation of hjs People who were d-ar and 
wear unto him : 10 that he lett a good favour behind him ; 
for even ſuch as were not Friends in the Priſon (where he 
dyed) were made to ſpeak well of him, he was ſo inno- 
_ cent in his Converſation rowards all Pcople. 


William Tenings. 


Sonth-kampton,the 1 ith of me 
12th Monetb, 1632, 
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The Teſtimony of Nicholas Gates con- 
cerning Humphry Smith, 


| JEar Friends,Brethren and Siſters i» Chriſt Jeſus, and all 
tender hearted People, to whoſe hanas theſe Teſtimonies 
of our dear Friend Humphry Smith way come, theſe few words 
aroſe in my heart to ſianifie concerning him, I having had good 
experience of his Labours and Ty avails in the preaching of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, with many more, who were often comfort- 
ed and refreſhed in the ſen.e of the Loras bleſſed Power, which 
attended him in the living Teſtimonies he did bear CONCeY Ing 
' that Gift of God which is to be known in man ; he was a faith- 
ful Labourer in the work and ſervice of the Lord, and a patient 
Sufferer under the many Tryals that did befall him in his day ; 
he never murmured at the Exerciſes that he met withal,through 
Wicked and Unreaſonable men ; he conſtantly teſtified of and 
unto the Light of Chriſt in the inward parts of men and women, 
direfting all to that off God in their own hearts, affirming, with 
the holy Apoſtle, wh#ſaid, Thar which was to be known of 
God, 15man'k:{t jt man ; He w.#s very powerful, throuzh the 
help of the Lorg{to the convincing of many, and turning them to 
the Lioht of P'riſt in themſelves ; his Teſtimonies yet live in 
the nearts of miny, though he he outwardly removed from us ; 
ard many have c1fe to praiſe the Lord, in that he raiſed hin 
up, with mzzy more Brethren and Siſters, to reftific of and 
concernins the Linht of Chriſt within man, by which we are 
male nigh 1nto the Lord, who were afar off; To whom be 
Praiſes and Thanks-gtvino forever, 
Alton, the 10th of the 12th? 
Moneth, 1682. : 4 Picholas Gates, femor. 
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ames Potier's Teiimory conc. rain 


Hlumphry Seth, 


oF 
O 


(3% having raiſed up Hiumphry Smith, v/ith many other 
Brethren, to publiſh and make known his Name in 
this the Land of our Nativity, atter a long and tedious 
Night of Apoſtacy ; and though the Name of the Wicked 


Es 
bs: 
£5, 


{batt Rot, yet the Rrghteons {hall be had in Everlaſting Re- 
membrane; and many are the ſeals of his Minittry, that 
were begotten to a lively hope in Chrilt Jcſus, through 
the Word of Life in him; beſides, the many Teſtimo- 
nies left upon Record by him, which though he be taken 
away, yet live in the hearts of many, bearing Teſtimo- , 


ny that he was of God, and that his Word dwelt plenti- 
fully in him ; yet I, being a Sufterer with him for more 
than a ycars time in that ftreight noiſom Priſon at Win- 
chefter, and in my meaſure ſentible of his faithfulneſs to 
God in that work and ſervice which God had called him 
to: TI fay, the Love of God in my Heart to his Truth, 
and to my deceaſed Brother, conſtraineth me to give in 
my Teſtimony in few words, with others of my Brethren, 
to the many Teſtimonies lett by him, That he was a 
man that loved the Lord with an upright heart, and that | 
" it wasas Meat and drink to him, to do the will of God, & | 
delighting more 1n it than in his daily Food, being dili- | 
gent and laborious 1n his day and time, deliringto ſpend | 
and be ſpent for the Goſpels ſake : He was a man very | 
bold hr valiant for the Truth, and for the Teſtimony | 
thereof ſuffered many ſharp and hard Impriſonments | 


in 


J. P's Teſtimony concerning H. S. 


in ſeveral Priſons in this Nation, beſides very much crue! 
and inhumane Uſage by Wicked and Unreaſonable men. 
He was releaſed out of Priſon, that time which I was 
Priſoner with him, beat was afterwards taken from a 
Meeting at Alton (where much of the Lords heavenly 
Preſence was manifeſted through him) by a company 
of rude Souldiers, and had before ſome Magiſtrates, and 
committed to the ſame Priſon at Wincheſter again, where, 
after he had been continued ſome time,it pleaſed theLord 
to viſit him with ſickneſs, which with much patience he 
paſſed through ; yet inall the Lord was good unto him, 
and preſerved him in Peace, and Contentedneſs, and 
Submiſſion to his Will, magnifying the Name of his 
God through all, being kepr ſenſible, and in good and 
pericct Memory to his deceaſle. 


| JAMES POTTER. 
Wincheſter-Priſon, rhe 8th 
of the 12th Aloneth, 1682 
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Edward |Valdren'sTeitimony concerning 


Humpbry Smith; 


Heargng that the Work and Teſtimonies (left upon 


Record) of tat true and taithful Servant of the. 


Lord, (in whoſe work and ferv.ce Humphry Smith was 
found unto the {:it) areprinted in one Volumn, IT found 
much ſtirring and treedom to write this Teſtimo: Ly con- 
cerning him, that it might be inſerted in the Book, he 
being a man that I greatly loved, having Acquaintance 
W ith him, and by him firſt convinced ot the unchange- 
able Truth and Way of the Lord, through the power- 
fu] Operation of the Spirit and Word of God that dwelt 
plentitully in the heart of this faithful Servant of God, 
wholoved not his Life to the Death for his Teſtimonies 
fake, by which he overcame, and was found faithful to 
the end, which he finiſhed with | Joy, as by his laſt words 
ſpoken to ſome Friends, doth manifeſtly appear a little 
before his deceaſe or laying down of the Body, in this 
cloſe, ſtrait, naſty, ſtinking * Priſon or County-Goal in 
Wincheſter, to the which I this day and time belong, and 


2M a- Prifoner under the {ſentence of Premunire, for no- 


thing elſe but obeying the Do@#rime and Command of Chr: 

Jeſus, becaule for conſcience ſake only towards God I cannot 
Swear at all. Humphry was the firſt in ſcorn called a 
Quaker, that ever had a pubhck Teſttmony for God in 
the Town of Azdever, it being a great Mecting, in which 
by his powerfulclear Teſtimony ſeveral were convinced, 


though he was then oppoſed by rude Souldiers. Not ; 


long after he -was caft into this Prifon , ſorne of | 
thoſe ' 


E. W's Teſtimony concerning H.S, 


thoſe that were convinced by his Teſtimony, that had a 
love raiſed to the Lord, and ſome knowledge of his Way 
and Truth; ſome of theſe in Andever being thereby led 
forth to viſit Humphry in Prilon, both Prieſts and Pro- 
tefors began to ſtir, and be in a rage againſt ; and at 
the breaking forth of Truth in that Town, I then being 
weary of Prieſts and ſeperate Proteſſors, {ectng their 
Pride, Avarice, Evil Lives and Converſations, though 
under a ſpecious pretence of God and Godlineſs, but void 
of the {faving Enowledge of both ; I being ſenſible thar 
this was my Condition, and tinding g and feeling the Judg- 
mens of the Lord, and the weight and burden of Sin 
and Iniquiry, (being in the bondage of Corruption, like 
them I had been among) under all "Groaned to bedeliver- 
ed trom under the weight and burden thercof, into the 


' glorious Liberty and Freedom of tae Sons and Dauphters 
of God ; and being unacquainted with the Way of the 


Lord, or how to do his Will, or to have any entrance 
i to the Kingdom that conſiſts in Righteouſneſs, Joy and: 
Peace in the holy Ghoſt, which the Prictts and Profeſſors 
could not teach, but were almoft as 1gnorant as thoſe 
that in time paſt had not heard of any ſuch thing, and 
void of the ſaving knowleage of Jeſus, the way of God, 
and could not lay, that he was the Chriſt by it; I then 
hearing that in this Priſon was that faithful Servant of 
the Lord, and having longing delire to lev him, went 
with ſome of dzdever thar uſed to viſit him, therebe! 15 
that day a Meeting in the Priſon, which day I hope jh: all 
never be forgotten (by me) nor that faithfuland able Mi- 
niitcr of the new Teitament, knowing that V Mich only 
and alone i5 mace alive by the Spirit, and qu:cxned and 
reached unto by the Mir iſters thereof, which : Humphry 
South was one, to the turning of many trom Darkneſs 
= op. 
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E. W's Teftimony concerning H, S. 


to the Light, a the Power of Satan to the Power of 
God, by w hic th alone People come to receive Remiſtion 

of fins, und an Inheritance amons them*that are ſantti- 
"ir through the great Merc ; and Loving-kinaneſs of 
God was ke an Inftrument in convincing and turning me 
vit and - from the Worlds by-Paths and: creoked Ways of 
the Wicked, (wirch were and are Darkneſs, im which 
there 1s no Peace torhem that walk therein) to the Light 
of Jeſus, the Way of the Lord and Path of the J it, 
which 1s a {hining Light, which ſhineth more and more 
to rhe perfect Dar, and to the fear of the Lord, which 
ever was and 15 the beginning of Wildom, and wil [1 be 
forever (roall rhar do abide therein) a Fountain ot Lite 
to depart from the Snares of Death. EI have cauſe for. 
ever to praiſe the Lord, in the behalf of this tender in- 
nocent, taithtul man to God's 'Iruth and, People ; his 
Memorial cannot pals into Oblivion by afty that had-a 
true knowledge of him, (dear Humphry mich) ) whoſe 
Health was impared, him fi allocated, afid vitible Body 
deltroycd by this bad corrupt Priſon; tHough thou wait 
here deſtroyed, thou art greatly rewarded, God having 
proved thee and found thee wv orthy for himſelf: 14 
Memoriz! of the Tuſt is bleſſed ; the epi {hall be had 17, 

Everlaſting Rem ads: wce, and the Name of the W tehed ſhalt 
Rot: but the y that were and are wife (hall ſhine as the Bright 
neſs of the Firmanent, and they that turn many to Righteonſ 
neſs, as the Stars forever and ever. 
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Edward Walderr 
Hint on- Priſon, the <$th d2 ty of the? 5 
11th Mon eth, 16592. 
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[unp*ry S's Teiamony conceruing 
| 0s Father. 


4 
, | 
a Ogcer my dear Father, «a to his unſpeakable 
1 S 


in, but to my great ſorrow and loſs, the Lord 
ook from me to himſelf, whilſt I was young, belides the 
natural and dutiful Remembrance of ſo dear a Father, 
I and many others who knew him, can ſay of him, The 
Righteous ſhall be in Everlaſting remembrance ; in which 
I may ſay, by way of Introduction unto many who 
never knew him, and have fincereceived the Truth, un- 
to whom thele his works may come, for their encourage-= 
ment to read them, That the Lord of the Harveſt, who 
among other faithful Labourers, ſent him forth into his 
Harveſt, did {anctitie and prepare him to {o good a work, 
and proſpered it in his hand,lo that many were turned to 


God by him, notwithſtanding the great Oppolition of 


Malicious, Cruel and Ungodly Men, by whom he ſuffer- 
ed, more eſpecially in Cromme!'s time, Impriſonment, 
Dungeon, .W hipping, and much AfMiction and Hard- 
{hups; but being zealous tor the glory of God, and the 
good of Souls, he valiantly endured it all, and broke 
through the Ice-like hardneſs of envious ProteTors, who 
having been firſt fome-what warmed by that which 
tormerly {tirred up good detires in them atter God, bur 
not keeping thereto, became the fooner and harder 
trozen. And as his diligence was\ great in this grear 
work, ſo wastheir Envy great, in endeavouring tohunder 
him thercin, by many long and hard Imprifonments, 

| | which 
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H.S's Teſtimony concerning his Father. 


which brought great Sickneſſes upon him ; yet upon all 
occaſions he was given to Hoſpit ality, apt to teach, and in 
his place raking care for the Church of God, As his Admo- 
nition was. render, lo his Reproot was ſharp, not neg- 
jiecting the one, nor retraining the other, but dealing 
with every one according to their Condition ; not ſpa- 
ring me his only Son, any more than another; having 
in his laſt Letter tome, w ritten a little betorc [1s D-ath, 
theſe words among many tender Expre1ons ; © And ny 
* although, as I / ud before, F194 art my only Sou. vet rf tr 17.4 
« ref uſe3t the Inſtructions of thy Father, and [halt reject the 
os Counſel of Cod, and 20: wilt 17 Geas } holy fear, nor keep 
© 33 theway of Truth, then tet the Fudomnt of Friend s paſs 
Nos thee, 1 tek t the "a of Gr 3A te {2 HPOAL 2/100 o-{cr: PCC 0 Co 
The lait time 1 law him was about a vear before he 
dyed, at which time he g We me ſuch Advice and Warn- 
ng, 14S there} }V | per "CELVEL {] {hould NCVer le - him : 70 i; 11n: 
lo great a fi; oht of thin: T5 ad men had he, that I m. ty 
truly [: i\ he Jn © tie ncece!i ih Wy Gitt of Diſc: Yaln? of p23 ts, 
Wit frequent Vifions and Revelations from God, by 
which he toreſaw and prophefied of many thinss, {ome 
whereo! lic {iw fulfilled, others arc ſince, and the reit 
will certainly be fulhilied in their appointed time ; fone 
of them are.hcrein extant, diſperſed am ONS is Works, 
which are now printed for thy benelit ( /2ver Reader ) it 
being agreeable ro words he wrote to mc in a Voluinn of 
Books he caujec to be bound for me, © "That 1 hhogli | brep 
« that Boog ſafe, ana pt [poi A any way, #1) xt 12 wars ts 
© come, Mes miy read and fre my love to the Seed. 
This in fitort I have-written con: :erning him 
17 there be many {hill Iiving, o ho have a larver | eit1- 
monv in them! aninge NCCFing bm And lome wh | WEre 
his Fe1lov-L. aoura” #2 the Word and Dot 1; 
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H.S's Teſtimony concerning his Father. 
did (and I do) love, and in Honour Prefer, counting them 


ill worthy of double Honour , ſome of them having more 
in _ knowledge of him, are able, as they ſee meet, to give a 


o- _ larger Teſtimony concerning him. 

Tu I ſhall conclude, deſiring that my felf,, and all the 
1 Children of faithful Parents, may walk in the good Way 
1- _ they walked in, and not like that Generation mentioned, 


7 _ Tudges 2.10. Who aroſe after the Death C Joſhua and the 
1, _ Elders, which knew not the Lord, nor yet the Works which he 
.v _ had done for Iſrael; but that we may follow the Lord 
'% © fully and faithtully, and he may raife up in us the ſame 
12 Love, Zeal, Diligence and Vallour, as he did in our Pa- 
Pp _ rents, isthe earneſt Deſire of | 


Humphry Smith. 


the 13th of the gth 


Saffron-Walden zn Eſtex, FY 
Aloneth, 1632, 6 
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Dear Frienas . 


E pleaſed to take notice, that dear Humphry 
B Smith was a man thar ſutiered many long 
an. crue. Impriſonmencs for his Love and Teſti- 
mony he bore to Goas bleſſed Truth and People, 
in his day, which occalioned part of his Wiitings 
to be fcattered about in Manuſcript, and nor 
found till part of this Book was printed, + ucrc- 
by ſome few of them are mil-placed, as io the 
years in which they were wricten ; bur the fol. 
lowing Table of Contents will dire& to the 
particular Heads of ſuch colleQed, and here 
printed. ” 
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Suff rings, Tryals & Purgings 
Of the SAINTS at | 


E WES HAM; 


Who by their Obedience to the Lord in cheir 


Meaſures, do overcome their Enemies, by their daily 
| ſuffering under them. 


Or, A ſhort Deſcription of the firſt Ground of the 
Perſecution of the Servants of God, occaſioned by the 
Prieſts, and the continual Proceedings of the Magi- 
ſtrates againſt then called Quakers. 


F S thePrieſts were always Enemies unto Chriſt and his 
A Diſciples, fo do they continue perſecuting the Saints, 
Liying Snaves for the Innocent, and [miting with the Tongue, 

Fer. 18. 18. and ſtirring upthe Rulers and the:rude Multitude, 
making Uproars and InſurreQtions againſt the Saints, as they 
did againſt Chritt and his Miniſters , for the chief Priefts, afſem- 
bl-d with the Scribes and Elders of the le, conſulted how they 
mich take Feſus by ſubrilty and kill him þ's they wayld not do it on 


the Feaſt day, dſt there ſhould be an Uproar among the People, Mat. 


26. 334,5 -But the chief Prieſt and Rulers an Eveſham, after 
their Con.ultations (how to enſnare the Innocent) Yid come 
01: the firli day to.enfnare us, but [ſtanding in the counſel of God) 
vc were picferved from their firſt' Snare which they laid for us 
(I having, nctice of it before) in bringing the whole multitude 
to provoke or entrapus; the which when they could not do, 
though hundreds of them gathered together avont the Noor, 
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The Sufferings and Tryals 


(wherel and many of the Servants of the Lord were) like thoſe 
that gathered together about Ler*s door, Ger. 19. 4, 5. yet none 
of-them- cont provokeus to words,” nor had they any way to 
enſnareus then, as afterwards will appear. | 

And aiter the chief Prieſts had hired Judas for thirty pieces 
of Silyer_to betray Chriſt, , Hat. 26. 15. and alter Tudas had 
brought again thethirty pleces' of Silver, then the chicf Prieſts 
took the ſame Money for the which Fxdas had ſold Chrift, and 
with 1tthey bought a eld of Blood, Aar. 27.6, 7, 8. So the 
chicf Pnelts have purchaſed (unto themfelves and all their Ge: 
neration,) with the price of Blood a field a Blood, to bury all 
thoſe that are ſtrangers to the Covenant of Grace : So Gog, 
who makes War with the Saints, hath a place of Graves in 
Iſrael, Ezek 39. 11. &ver. 19, 20. andthe dead;are burying the 
dead ; for both Prieſts and People are prophane and dead in 
Treſpaſſes and in Sins, their hands being guilty of the 
Blood of the Righteous. And after Chriſt was betrayed by the 
means of the Prielts, - (and when P«ate, who would have re- 
leaſed him) they —_ the People to ask for a Murderer, and 
and deſtroy Jeſus, r. 27,20. (and ſuch teachings the Prieſts 
do uſe now) Andafter Jeſus was by their means crucified, and 
after he was riſen, then they conſulted again with-the Elders ; 
and they gave large Money unto the Senldiers to tel] Lyes, and 
taught them ſo to do, that their murdering Aftions might be 
hid, and the Diſciples falſly accuſed, ar. 28. 11,12,13. And 
the Servant 1s not greater than his Maſter, whom they have called 
Belzebub, much more them of his Horſhold. 

And es the chief Fricſts have conlulted againſt, and crucified 
Chrilt, and denyed him in the Reſurrection, ſo they ſtill continue 


perſecuting and conſulting againſt his Members, harmleſs | Y 


Lambs and faithful Miniſters; and therEis little Perſecution in 
England butthe Prieſts have ahard in it, if not the firſt Attors 
of it, as thon George Hopkins Prieſt of Eveſham hadlt in all the 
barhai ous Perlecttion there z for after I and other Friends kept 
Meetings in private at Bengard in this Burrough of Eveſham, and 
none did make Infarreftions againſt us, neither did we give 
offence to any, therefore thou couldſt not find any ground at all 
-to enſnare us by. Then upon the. 19th day of the 6th Moneth, 


1655. 


of rhe Stintsat- Eveſham: 
655. on that day didſt thou with the Magiſtrates, and the reſt, 
! ſeck to enſnare us, it being the Firſt day of the Week, and 1 
! beingat Bengard, at an appointed Meeting, and thou being in 
” thine accuſtomed Steeple-houſe in Eveſham, both parts of the 
” gay, as thy cuſtom was; and after thou hadſt done, according 
to thy cuſtom, then thou and the reſt came from that Steeple- 
houſe, to the Steeple-houſe in Bergard, and with thee didlt thou 
bring the whole Congregation, both the called Juſtices and 
” Magiſtrates, and rude People ſeveral hundreds, the like ſeldom 
 heardof. And that thou cameſt on purpoſe to entrap us and 
- ftir up Perſecution, and ſinite with the Tongue, will appear by 
= theſe things following : | 
= 1, Thou waſt not uſe to come to that Steeple-houſe, neither 
= diditthou come there iu the like manner before. 
* 2adly, In thy coming that day on which 1 was there ; for 1 was 
there but ſeldom upon Firſt days. 
3dly, In that thou badit thy Congregation with thee in thy 
- Steeple-houſe at Ev:ſh.zn,where thou mightlt have ſaid any thing 
£2 them then andthere,as well as to bring the ſame Congregatica 
©. to another Steeple-houſe to hear the ſame man. 
' 4thly, There were no People in Bengard, but did or might 
_ to hear thee in thy accuſtomed place, as they were uted 
L to 0. 
Fthly, In that thon haſt not been in that Steeple-honſe ſince 
that day, it being now fifteen weeks. " 
6rbly, In that when thou walt came there, thou did(t ſpeak. 
evil of things thou didit not know, and back-bite others. And 
thoſe thou didit bring with ther, even this one Congregation, 
* tothem diftſt thou ſay, © fooliſh Galatians ! who hath bewitched 
© youthat you ſhould not obeythe Truth? And 1 fay unto thee, if 
- thou hadft not bewitched them, they would not have obey*d thee 
# {but the Truth) to come there to hear thy Lyes; for many 
_ & there thon didft declare, as te thy face was proved by Robers 
_ Q Smith, for the which he was 1mpriſoned eleaven weeks. 
 7ebly, It wali appear by thy Sorcery which thou didit then vent 
+ forth, making that thy ground Jn Gal. 3. 1. thy heads thereof 
in ſhort (as it was brought to me in writing, witneſſed by many, 
= and notdenyed, but confeſſed with thy own Mouth fince-to me) 
CA 2] = are 


The Sufferiugs' arid Tryals = 
are as followeth : Thou didſt liken that whichjis called Qaaking, 
iſt, Vnto Witch-craft ; 2dly, In three ReſpeFts worſe than Witch- 
craft: 3dly, Unto Phariſees, who ware Hars like Morters: 4thly, 
T's Papiks in ſome things,and in ſome things worſe ; And thou laylt, © * 
Same fold thetr Bibles, and others caſt them behind ther backs. For . © 
the which thou walt declared tobe a Lyar at the Sellions. Laſtly, 
Thou didſt conclude thy  Sorcery with ſtirring up them called -* 
Juſtices and Magittrates, to put the Oath of Abjuration in exc- | 
cution:; telling them, Thar if men might refuſe tro ſwear, out | 
of tenderneſs of - Conſcientes, thenthat might be 4 Cloak, tong enough 
for all the Feſnites that might come tmto England. And after thou 
hadit done, (and returned) not mecting with any opportunity þ 
to enſnare me, being I did not ſpeak to any of you, but con- 
tinued with Friends until Conſtables came that night and took 
me out of the Houſe, and bronght me before thee, and two others 
that are ſet todo Jultice (but fince I and many more have teen 
them and the Mayor to be moſt barbarous:Heathens) And when 
thou couldft not entangle me in ray words, whereby to ſend me 
to Priſon, at laſt you tendered the Oath of Abjuration unto me, 
who am bound for Conſcience ſake not to Swear at all, but to 
abide in the Doctrine of Chriſt, Mar. 5 34. Theretore at laſt I 
was fent to Priſon, though thon at that time waſt twtning like the 
Serpent, to walh thy hands like P:late, as if thou hadlt not been 
the caute of my Imprifonment z for thou didſt 1ay, 7hou didſt 

believe that I did refuſe to Swear out of tendernefi of Conſcience, 
and bid the Tuſiices do their Wills by me : And thou didlt ſee their 
Wills were to ſend me to Priſon, becauſe 1 could not Swear, unto 
the which thou hadſt before ſtirred them up. So Pare jJaid of 
Chriſt, 7 am innocent  f the Blood of this Per ſun, whom Pilate him- 
ſelf acknowledged to be juſt, and could find no cauſe of Death 
in him, yet he delivered him up to be crucified,” Mar. 27. 20, 
24, 26. And when we were tir{t brought into the Houſe then 
7ohn Nicklcs, one of the Conſtables, finote Thomas Cartrite or » 
the ii:ad, avd the Juſtices ſtood by and cared: nat far 1t; and 
afterwards our Hats were taken oft. our heads, and thrown 
among the 12et of the People : Then they aSked me from whence. 
cam. ? lanfwcred, from eZeypr.' Then there wasa Lwgh- 
Er among tnem, - both Pricft, Juitices and People ; for che os 
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of the Saints at Eveſham, 
heart is full of Laughter. And after they had continued fo, 1 
was moved of the Lord to ſpeak to them thus ; O People ? #u there- 
no fear of God before your Eyes ? Did ever the Saints of Chriſt live 
in Laughing, Mocking and Wantonneſf ?\ ; 

Then the Prielt, to uphold theny, in its ſaid, That Elijah did 
Flock, Baals Prieſts. | 

Anſw. Though he did fo, yet it is not convenient to bring, 
that Scripture to juſtifie the People in Mocking. 

Then Theophilus Andrus ſaid, He hath ſpoken enough already ; 
what need we have any further witneſs? Therefore makg him a Paſs 
togoro Kgypt again, and let him be whipt out of the Town ; for there 
15 an Att of Parliament againſt ſuch a» wander up and down under the 

'ame of F.gyptians. | 

Then ſome asked, When I came from thence ? others mocked. 
So I was a ſport unto them, as Sampſon was unto the Philiſtians, 
Fudg. 16.25. and I ſtood {ilent ; but at laſt the Lord moyed me 
to ſpeak, ſaying, Why People are you altogether blind in the 
things of God ? Of etgypr and Sodom I was, where our Lord 
was crucitied, Rev. 11.8. and in Darkneſs and Bondage did I 
dwell, being a Child of Wrath as well as others ; but the Lord 
by bis living Power hath brought me from the Land of Darkneſs 
to the Light,. and from Bondage to the Land of Reſt, and into 
the Liberty of the Sons of God. | | 

Then Theophilus Andrus faid, Speak, on, for I never heard the 
like of this before. But I was not to be ſubject to their Wills, but 
to ſtand inthe counſel of God. 

Queltion ; But you have had ſome outward Beuing or Family, had + 

ou not 7 
: Anſwer , I had a Farme of 391. by the year, at ble Cowrne, 
inthe County of Hereford, not thirty Miles off this place ; but 

I have now left part of it, and my Wite and Children are in the 
relt ; . and there | was a great Protcfſor and a publick Preacher in. -. 
many places thereabout daily, and then I was owned by the .. 


3. Juſtices and great men of the Earth, and many, Hundreds did 
zeſort to hear me, where I cawe, and I was then beloved of many ; - 


for-the World loves his own. But now 1 come to:witneſs the 


; Power of that which then [did but profeſs, and now am I hated 
* by the World, And after other words trom them called Juſtices, 


and 


and others, and they could not entangle me in-my words, then 
the Prieſt with the ſubtilty of the Serpent, ſeeing they conld not 
enſnare me, he then began, like thoſe that came to Chriſt and 
feigned themſelves juſt men, that they might take holdof his 
words, and deliver him to the Power, Luke: 20. 20: And like 
as the Saduces came to entangle him concerning the Reſurrection, 
ſaying, AMofes ſaith thus, but what ſayeſt thou? So the Prieſt 
George Hopkins, among his many ſubtil Queſtions, ſaid, Thr 
Solomon ſaith, The juft man falleth ſeven times;, What ſay you t 
or. the like. And there is not a man upon Earth that doth good and. 
firmeth not : How do you exponnd that ? 2 

A. 1 am redeemed from the Earth. 4 

"Q. But do you not walk, enthe Earth * 

A. I walk in the Light, which leads out of the Earth. 

Q. But are you not wpon the Earth ? 

A.: As for this outward Body being upon the Earth, Eroch wa: 
for a time upon this outward Earth, yet he walked with God. 

Q,. But do you walk, with God ? 

A. They that are led by the Spirit of God are the Sons of 
God, as God hath ſaid, 7 will walk, in them. 

Q. But Solomon ſaith, There # not a juſt man upon Earth, that 
Moth good and ſinneth not: Now therefore anſwer to the Queſtion, 
Ao you fin, yea or nay ? 

A. Hethat is bornof God ſinneth not. R 

Q. But are you free from fin, yeaor nay? 

A. 1f I were not free from ſin, will it therefore follow, that 
mo man is ? 

Q. Do-you believe that any man can be free from ſin whilſt he 
& bere# | 

A. Yea, I do believeit. | 

Then the Prieſt ſaid, /* was « Popiſh Tenure, and he could fhew 
we 4 Book that the Papiſts dohold, That men may be free from Sin 
on this Life. 

Then I ſaid, the Papifts do hold, that there is a God, and 
that Chriſt 'dycd for Sinners, and fodo | : Therefore if the 
Papsftsdo hold'a Truth, muft I'deny it becauſe they hold it ? or 
muft the Truth therefore be called a Popeſh Tenure becanie they - 


Hold it ? 
The 


of the Saints at Eveſham. 

The Prieſt ſaid, Nay but in ſuch things as theſe, that ave in 
diſpute between the Papi s and us, which is, That men may be free 
from Sin, and that they are juſtified by Works wrought in them. 

I anſwered, It is God that worketh in us, bqth- the will and 
the deed, who hath wrought all our works ig us and for us. And 
I have heard that the Pap:fs do hold, that there.is a Purgatory 
(which I deny) tobe purged in from Sim after Death, but I ſeldom 
hear that they did hold, that men mightbe freefrom fin here. 
And if they are free from ſin whilſt they arc here, then they need 
not hold, that there is a Purgatory to purge them after. 

Then l asked the Prieſt, if men ſhould be free from ſin whilſt 
they are here ? — 

ThePrieſt ſaid, Nay. T 2-1 

Then I asked him, if men ſhould be purged from fin after 
Death ? 4 

The Prieſt ſfatd, Nay. | | 

Then I faid, if thou wilt not have men cleanſed from ſin 
neither before Death nor after Death, then when wilt thou have 
them cleanſed ? 

The Prielt ſaid, What if God will forgive men, and cleanſe them 


from their ſin at the very time of their Death, as Chriſt did the Thief 


on the Croſs ? : 
 Arſ. Thou art not to queſtion what God will do, or may do 
in that; but canſt thou prove by Scripture, that God doth o ? 


Andit thou wilt ſay, " Thief was purged from ſin when Chriſt 


ſpoke to him, then that was before his death. 

So when the Prieſt was almoſt taken in his own Snare, then 
the Serpents Wiſdom began to twind out of that, and asked me 
How I was juſtified ? X 

' Butl ſeeing his ſubtilty, was not careful to anfwer him in that 

matter, * Dan. 3. 16. but ſtood filent, as Chriſt did before the 
high Prieſt, Mar. 26. 62, 63. So ther there was a ſtir among 
the People, becauſe I was not haſty to utter words before the 
Lord; but after the Prieſt had urged very much, then I ſaid, 
Thou doſt wait to enſnare me; and if I ſhould ſay, that was 
juſtified by Faith in the Blood of Chriſt, thou wouldlt but ſock to 
cntangle me in lt. _ 

Then the Prieſt asked, 1f 1 were juſtificd by the Blood of Chriff ? 
Anſ. Yea. | Qy. 
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| The Sufferings and Tryals | 
'Qu. Are you juſtified by that Blood of Chrift thet was ſhed at 


Jeruſalem ?: 


A. By the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt (the Son of the living God, 
who was the expreſs Image of his Fathers glory, in whom dwelt 
the fullneſs of the Godhead really, who ſuffered at foane Calvery 
by Jeruſalem, for Sinners) aml juſtified. | 

Q. Bur are you juſtified by the Blood of Chriſt without you, or with. 
in you ? 

21 Though Jeſus Chriſt has ſhed his Blood for Sinners, yet | 
remained in my fin until I came to witneſs the Blood of Chriſt 
in me. 

Q, Are you not jnftefied by the Blood of Chriſt that was ſhed for you * 

A. If the Blocd of Chriſt -was not ſhed, then Sinners could 
not be juſtified by it. ' | 

Then the Prieſt ſaid, You do not anſwer me plainly, whether you 
are juſtified meerly by that Blood which was ſhed upon the Croſs, 6: 
meerly by ſomething in you. | | 

A. What! wouldſt thon have me ſay, that all Swearers, 
Lyarsand Drunkards (that live and dye in their fins) are juſtt- 
fed, becauſe Chriſt ſhed his Blood upen the Croſs ? 

T he Prieſt ſaid, Vp. 

Then Iſaid, The Blood of Chriſt that was ſhed upon the Croſs 
I do not deny ; but though he hath ſhed his Blood there for Sin- 
ners, yet none come to be juſtified, or have benefit by it, as to 
Salvation, but thoſe that the Blood and the Life of Chrilt is 
raiſed upin; for they that have not the Spirit of Chriſt are none 
of his, and ſuch are not juſtified by him ; and though he hath ſhed 
his Blood upon the Crofs, yet the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God : And wouldſt thou have me ſay more, 
but that thou waiteſt toenſnare me ? 

T hen the Prieft gave over that alſo, and went to entrap me in 
another thing, and ſaid, One of you that are called Quakers, and 
7 a Teacher among you, aid bid me grve over decerving the People, in 
telling them, That the Scripture 1s the Word of God: Nyw do you 
own the Scripture tobe the Word of God? 

A.. The Scriptures | own,and witneſs to be a true Declaration, 
Zake 1:1. ſpoken forth by holy men of God, as they were moved 


by the Spirit, 2 Per. 4.21. and they are taoie that teitifie of 


Chrilt 


Hl 
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Chriſt, John 5. 39. to be the Light of the World, Fohr 1. 9. 
and the Word of God, Rev. 19- 13. ; 

Q, Are not the Scriptures the Word of God ? 

A. The Scripture taith, God is the Word. 

Q. Are not the Scriptures neceſſary to Salvation ? 

A. They are ulctul for DoCtrine, for Exhortation and-Re- 
nrovot. : 

(2. But are they neceſſary ? 

A. They a culeful. 

Q. Are they not neceſſary ? | 

1. They are necellary to ſtop the Mouthes of Gain-ſayers. 

Q. But are the Scriptures a neceſſary means unto Salvation ? 

A. Jetus Chriſt is the only means of our Salvation,and there is 
0 other Name given under Heaven by which men (hall be faved., 

Q. But are men ſaved without Scriptures ? 

A. Now the Scripturesare written, and what is written, is 
written for our Learning; therefore \ve are not withour it, 
"ut Enoch walked with God, Noah obeyed, and Abraham be- 
{ieved,before Scripturewas ; and they that are come unto Chrilt, 
are come unto that which was before Scripture was. 

Q. How 414 you come to know any thing but by the Scripture ? 

A. Although I had the Scripture, yet I never knew Chriſt, 
of whom wic Scripture teſtiftieth, until he was revealed in me. 

Q. Did not you came to your Knowledge at firſt, by hearing ſome 
Aliniſter ? 

A. 1 never profitted by any of them, but lived in Wicked- 
neſs, 1o long as | followed them. 

Q. But if ye own the Scriptures to be true. and ſpoken from the 
Spirit of God, why will you nor own i« to be the Word of God ? 

A. Bring me any one Scripture, that ſaith, the Scripture is the 
Word of God, and [I ſhall own it; but the Letter killeth, the 
Spirit psveth Life, and the Word of God 15 quick and powerful, ſhar- 
per than a twoedged Sword; then 1 took my Bible and laid it down 
on the Table before them,and ſaid, See, this hath no Power in it, 
neither can it ſtir : Then the People laught at me again; then 1 
faid to them, Be ſilent for ſhame, for 1 {peak ſoberly ; and this 
Bible is not iharper than a two edged Sword : and if this Bible 
bx the poweyful Word of God, then the vilelt Perſon in England 
may buy the powerful Word of God for Four Shillings. 

DES. : [B] | Thus 
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Thus when the Prieſt had ſought in theſe, and the like Queſt. 
ons to eninare me, and tound no better ground ; then he turned 
tothem called Juſtices, and ſaid, S:rs, you ſee that though they 
deny Popery in the general, yet you ſee they ho!d it in the particular, as 
I have made it plain before you, in that he hilaeth a Jan may be free 
from Sin, and tobe juſtificd by Works wrought within ; and if this Po- 
pery be /1ffered to creep in, then you may conceive the danger that 
may folluw in this whole Nation; therefore I ſhall leave it unto you ; 
ard you know that I came net here until you ſent for me , therefore it ts 
not of my procurement. $Soafter he had betrayed me as much as he 
could into their Hands, like Fudas, then he would have walhed 
his Hands like Pate, 

Ard after I was ſent to Priſon to the Goalers Houle, for re- | 
fuling to Swear that which afterwards they blotted out of my Þ 
Mittimus, and after two Gdaycs being at the Goalers Houte, & 
where the mighty Power of God appeared, to the ſiler.ce and © 
amazement oft all thz beholders, as they were amazed at the | 
Apoſtles, As 2.7. For ſcveral times after | had prayed, the 
Pcople were Ihaken, and the Word of God was ſpoken with 
boldneſs, As 4. 31. thenl was ſent to the main Goal, where 
the People were exceeding mad againſt me, as Saul once was 
againſt the Saints, Acts 26, 11. And the Rulers ſtretched forth 
thcir Hands to vex us, like Herod, Atts 12.1. And the Town 
was moved, and the Poople ran together, As 21.30. Aid the 
Multitude, with the Magiſtrates, As 16. 22, Being cut to the 
Heart,ſome gnaſhed on me with their Teeth, Atts 7. 54. And the 
Multitude of the Town was divided,and there was divers afſaults 
made againſt us, both of the Hearhens' and the Rulers, who 
fought to ves us deſpightfully, as they did, Atts 14 43 5. Some Þ 
threw Stones in the Priſon the wait of fire pound, and threw | 
Dirt and Water on my Lodginp; and ſpit on me, and I hid not | 
my Face from ſhame and ſpitting, /ſ. 50.5, Ard Pilt at me ſts 
veral times, and once they Piſt on my Food, and they made di- 
vers Atlaults and Inſurrections againſt our Mectings, but Friends B 

« feared none of theſe things, Rev. 2.10. but in patience endu- 
redall their bitter Periccutions - At laſt they were aſhamed, and þ 
to were the Ruler;,who were far worle then the rude People; For 
though Friends met in the Street by the Prifon daily, yer the 
Meeting was not broken by the rnde People, but by the Mag'- 

| fir ates 


- 


hee oo 


= of the Saints at Eveſham. 
Arates, who were at lait more quiet, and then Friends met as 
peaceably in the Street, as if they had been in a private Houle; 


Co 

d to they met thrice every Week, beſides on the Market-dayes ; 
y after the Market was over, the People of the Country did come 
'4 there in Peace, and receive the Word with gladneſs, and the 
e ® Igrorantbegan to be convinced, and the Gain-ſayers Mouthes 
J- ſtopped, and much People received the Truth in love, whereby 


7; the Meetings were increaſed,and theWork of the Lord began to 
proſper ; thus we continued for four Weeks together day by day 
in Peace, and then there aroſe up a new Mayor, which knew not 
the righteous Seed, as there aroſe up a new King in Egypr, 
: Exed. 1.8. And he ſawthe People of God increaſe, was vexed 
* atit, as the world was alwayes vexed at the increaſe of the righ- 
! teous Seed; fſothat Mayor Edmerd Young, faid, He would break. 
our Meetings, or elſe his Bones ſhould lie inthe Dire. The which he 
-} did upon the 14th day of the 8th Moneth, being the firſt day of 
- the Week, onthe which inthe Morning Friends met in private, 

> andnotain the Street, and as two Friends of the Town were go- 

ing to that Meeting, the Mayor laid Hands on them, and put 


* in the Street, where they uſed to do, where they were without 
| any diſturbance, until the Mayor came with Officers, and faid, 
* It was an unlawful Aſſembly ,, and ſaid, If there were above eight 
| Perſons met tocether, it was 'an unlawful Aſſembly; And pre- 
ſently laid Hands on Friends, and pulled, and thruſt, and Kkickt, 
and put many in the Priſon and in the Stocks, and put me and 
two more in the Dungeon ; and when he ſaw that Friends were 
not afraid of him, neither did any run away, then he ſaid, He 
| wanted anothcy Priſon for the Women (for he had impritoned Men 
2 in four ſeveral places that time) when this was done, he come 


WW 5 manded his Sargeant to make proclamation, and command in 
ot | theiName of the ProteCtor, That every exe ſhould depart thence on- 
to Wramm of Impriſonment ; when he wanted more Priſons to put them 
11- Fin. Thus he broke our Meetings, who harmed not any, nor re- 
CS Wiſted his Violence; and then he ſaid, 1f we would meet in Houſes 
1u- Ber in the Fields, he would not moleff us: Yet on the next Firſt day 
nd Whe ſaw one of the Town going alone to a Meeting, that we had 
'or When appointed in a Houle, and him he put in Priton. | 

he B And fo 1 being that Day put in the Dungeon, where 1 now am 
gs [B 2] | ( as 


& them in Priſon; and in the latter part of the day Friends met * 
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The Suffcrings and Tryals 


/a8 once before | was put in for Praying) then he endeavoured 
to keep all People trom me, and for teyeral Dayes and Nights 
we were denyed having Candles in this dark Iovungeon ; at laſt 
he lent us cach man a Penny-worth of Bread, and a halt Penny- 
v.orth of Beer a day, the which the Goaler laid, was the Towns 
allowance ; but we'{till denyed it, and ſent him word, That 1t 
we {novid not have Food for our Money,or from our Friends,then 
vie ihould be without it. Soat laſt, when we could have. Bread Þ 
from our Friends, and Water, then we did cat and driux, and F 
praile the Lord, whole pretence is with us. 
Thus he much indeavoured to bring us into flavery unto his | 
corrupt will, which was according to the Words of R-bere Ar- | 
kins, That fate Judge at the Sethions, who then 1aid to me thus, | 
You have been kept very bigh all this while ; but I ſhall take a tarſe Z 
eer 1 70 hence, that yor! {hall be kept ſhorter. And the Mayor 
Edmond Yojmg,cauled 2 1 rap-door to be made into the Durgeor, 
locked down, and all our B-dding and Bed-cloathes,that Fricnds | 
had fent us, to be taken from us, and will not let cur Friends | 
have ic again. Foſbux Frenſham (a Pritoner ) having much pain 
with his Tecth, did lomething carneltly deftire, that whilit he | 
was 2 Pritoner h2 might have the ule of a Pillow that, was taken | 
avay, (which was his cwn.) but it. was denyed. On the te- | 
cond day after we were put in the Dungeon, a Friend brought 
{ome Straw for us to lic on, and the Goaler would not ſuker it 
to be brought into us,. becaule he would not give him Money 
to unlock the Doors. 
Once | lent to the Mayor to have Liberty for ſome man or 
Friend to fetch out our Dung, trom us,and he denycd it,and'{ent 
for a Coiiſtable ro put that Friend in the Stocks thar came to ask 
it: And before 1 came in the Dangeon, toinetimes our Boxes and Þ 
Writings were taken from us, and lomctimes our Stools that we 

had to lit or write upon, and our Candles. Betides, cightÞ 
Friends being Prifonersat the Goalers Honutc, were much abutcdÞ 
by him, the which I ſhall forbear to write; only thus he laidÞ 
unto them, If rhey would not pay four Perce a Night fqx each manih 
Lod; ing, SY erght Ponce a Meal for each mans Duct, then 13x ſhould 
go all tothe main Goal, Which they refuted to fatishe his Wil 
113 neither were.they uſed to cat of his Diet, beiny all Tow: 5PÞ 
men : Bur lometimes he would not {utter their Wives, ror 5: 
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of the Saints at Eveſham. 


other Friend to bring their Diet to them, nor yet to come inta 
them ; Then a man gained leave of him that dwelt next the Goa- 
ler, and fo went through his Houſe, and brought Food to the 
Prifoners, which when the Goaler ſaw, he threatned that man 
which had let him throvgh,and took the Beer from them,intend- 
ing by ſuch Actions to forc@ them to his will, which they would 
not be lubje&t to; therefore he brought them all to the main 
Goal, and then he ſaid unto us, That if he might have his will, hs 
would Hang us all: And he had taid before, He might do 
what he would unto ws, for we ſhould have no benefit of the Law, 
weither durſt any Lawyer plead for ws. Then were them eight 
kept in the Goal, ad we three in the Dungean under them, five 
dayes to our own Jung; as I and ſome of us have been kept in 
this Priſon and Nungeon, with our own Dung in the tame 
Room from time to time, for this fourtcen Weeks. | 

And as forthe Priton,it is not 12 Foot ſquare z & but one Goal 
hole belonging to it four Inches wide, where we took in our Food 
and Straw t0 lie upon, and were forced to burn Candle every day 
(when we have-it) by reaſon the Priſon is ſo dark, and fo cloſe, 
and to many in fo little room, and ſo little Air, with the ſtink 
ot our own Dung, all which might have occalioned the Death of 
tome cer this time ; and one they kept with me in the Dungeon 
until he had been lick, after turned him once in the Night out; 
ard ſome others have not been well, by reaſon of the exceeding 
cloſeneſs of the. Priſon, whereby ſometimes the ſtink ofthe 
Priſon hath been ſo {trong forth in the Street, that People could 
not indure to ſtand by it; ſometimes when the dayes werahot, 
the-Breath of ſome Priſoners was almolt ſtopt, and lay for ſeve- 
ral dayes like men alleep; and when dayesare at the coldeſt, we 
have not room nor place cither to wake Fire, or tO walk to keep 
our Bodtes.warm. | | 

Yet there is a large Priſon over our Heads, where they do 
{ometimes impriton many of our Friends ; but that large Priton 
they will not let us be in,neither could we, (nor Friends for us) 
prevail to have Liberty to walk in that Priſon ſometimes by day, 
and to come down tnto the other Prilon by Night. 

Therefore let all People { whole Hearts are tender towards 
the Lord) take notice how we are not only deprived of out- 
ward Liberty (without ths breach of any Law) but are alta 
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The Sufferings ard Tryals 
kept in a moſt barbarous condition, worſe than Thieves or 
Murderers, as the Goaler hath ſaid, That sf we had been in for 
Thift or Marader, he conld have let us have more Liberty, than now 
he d1rſt, becauſe of the Mlayor. 

Oneday two Country-men were paſling by the Priſon with 
their Teams, the which Men came and enquired, What we 
were impriſored for ? And the Goaler being by, inticed them 
into us, and then he lockt the Door again, and went his way ; 
ſo the men were conſtrained (by reaſon of their Teams) to ſend 
ſeveral Meſſengers with intreating Words to the Goaler, to 
come again, and then they were forced to agree with him for to 

| tet them forth for Money, the. which they preſently paid. 

Another time oneof the Town came in the Priſon to ſee us, 
when the Goaler was there, and the Doors open, and the 
Goaler lockt the Door, and kept him in that Day from his 1a- 
bour, and that Night; and his Wife nor her Friends could not 
prevail with the Mayor nor the Goaler tolet humout without 
Money. 

Allo, TFames Wall, a Priſoner, who had ſerved ſeven 
Years an Apprenticeſhip in the Town ,- and a Free- man | 
thereof, and Loh born ſeveral Oijices, being a Shop-keeper, ha- 
ving for ſeven Years kept a ſtanding in the Market place, until 
ſince he was Priſoner, that the Mayor Edmond Towng forbad his | 
Wife, neither-would he let her ſtand that time where he was Þ| 
uſed todo, nor in any place of the Market; Then ſhe went to 
him concerning it ; and once he ſaid, ſhe ſhould have a ſtanding 
for two Pence ; but after he began to ſpeak ſuttilly to her, ſay- 
ing,” 1 hear that your Huſband doth abuſe you. She anſwered, My 
Husband did never abuſe me; but as for that Judgment 
which he now holdeth, I could not own, but now ſeeing, it 1s fo 
much perſecuted makes me own it, becauſe the Way of God was 
always perſecuted. And when the Mayor heard that,and ſaw he 
could have no occaſion againſt her Husband by her Words, then 
he ſaid, She ſhould not have a ſtanding for 5l. Allo twoof Fames 
Wa#s Chapmen came tohim, with whom he had dealed much, 
and their Accounts were large, and fome Money he owed them, 
who went to the Mayor and proffered what Bale he would deſire 
for him, to come forth one day to perfect his Accounts. But 
they could not prevail with him ; but the Mayor ſaid to m_ 
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of the Saints at Eveſham. 


If they world have a Warrant to ſeiz,s on his Goods, they ſhould. 


But the men ſaid, They had no reaſon ſo todo (for the Mayor 
he ſeeks toruinate others alſo.) On that day we were before the 
late Mayor, George Kemp; | ſaid, I own Magiſtrates that are 
for the Puniſhing of Evil-doers, and the Praiſe of them thee 
do well: He anſwered, You will find no ſuch in England (and 1 
am ſure I find no ſuch in Eveſham.) 

On the 17th of the 9th Moneth, Margerat Newby and Elizg- 
beth Omorte came to this Town inobedience to the Lord, who 
had a Meeting on the morrow (being the Firſt-day) in private 
at Edward Pitway's,and after the Meeting ended,about the fourth 


Hour, in the latter part of the Day, they came to the Priſon to 


viſit us that were in it, and as they were returning, the Mayor 
laid violent Hanason them, and put them in the Priſon above us, 
and then cauſed them to be put in the Stocks that are in thag 
Priſon, which Stocks are made worſe then ordinarily,with places 
to put in both Hands, in which Stocks an Hours puniſhment is 
yery bad; and after a Conſtable had put them in, the Mayor 
went up unto them, to ſee if they were puniſhed bad enough, and 
cauſed them tobe removed as far aſunder as might be, that they 
might not one help or eaſe another, if they could; and fo, 
lett them with both their Legs therein, with two holes diſtance 
between their Legs,in a moſt barbarous & ſhameful manner, and 


. beajily words he uſed tothem ; and fo went thence & lockt the Pri- 


ſon-door,that noFrziends conld come nigh them,it being a freezir 
S g 
nghr,in which manner theywere kept the ſpace of 15 hours a8 leafl 


the like Puniſhment ſeldom heard of: 1 have thoughts that Paxl's 


forty Stripes ſave one; was not ſo bad. And after they had been 


| inthat manner all that time, 'then the Mayor cauted them to be 


taken out, and ſent preſently in the Cold out ofthe Town a back 
way, without any ſtay forany outward Comfort. And the ſame 


: Firſt-day at Night, a Friend that came to the Town the day be- 
? fore, beingat the Priſon hole, was put in the common Stocks by 
» the Mayor's order, »ot ſhewing him any reaſon why they did , and 
| afterhe had been in theStocks 211 that freezimgVight in the Street, 
;. then the Mayor ſent himout of the Town by the Goaler ; but 
when the Goaler had left him, he returned to the Town again 
: alongthe Road-way, it being the Market day, and came to the 


Prifon tous, ang then went to the Mayer, to know what offence 
ne 
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The Sufferings of the Saints. 

he had to charge lim with,that he had thus paniſhec him for : Bit 
the Mayor having nothing to accule, but was wroth, and ſent 
1-in: tv the Stocks again, where boti his Feet were Put. in 3 anc 
tun they [ent for Robert ers, who did £0 along with the Fricud 
forth of the Town, that tad been in thie Stocks all Night; ard 
when Robert Vers came betore them called Juſtices, Samuel G ar- 
denar!ard Robert Minten, the one of them taid, Whar [ball we ge 
with this Fellow! The other an{wered, Put him in the Goal, 2 
But at Jail they ſent him to the Stocks, and he knows no F- 
Teaſ{on why they didit, but for going with the otler Friend |: 
ent of tlic Town; and when he had bcen in the Stocks five howr-s. 
then they ſeut for him to tee what the Goaler had to charge him 
with, for any words that he night {peak, when he went with the 
other Friend , fo when they had puntihed him, they went to en- | 
quire what offence he had done,and hindingnone, they let him go. | 

When this Perſecution vegun ia &Te/64m , and the Corruption ot the | 

Magiitrats did ſo plain'y appear, tome ot he Inhabitants intended to fend two + 

men wo che ProzeFtoy tg acquaint him, and ch.y writ ſomething to that effeR ty | 

{end by them, the which Writing wi ſubſcribed with about htry Hands ro ic, tha: | 

by it the PtoteQtor might know what corrupt men were in Authority in this | 
Town; bur 1 {aid unto chem, That th. y might put chemſclves to much trouble, | 

and ye: not {peak with the Protector ; therefore it they would nut otherwiſe be | 
lacished, rhey might pat fome-tour Hands to jt, arid fend it to Print ; and then [- 
| thould endeavour to have it fent to the Proreftor, that he mizh: be left with- * 
our excuſe : Sothey ſent ir to Print with rwenty Hands to ft, which was enticn:- 
ied, A Repreſentation of the Gevernment of Evelham, from - many of the Inhs- 
tiants therevf, gireA- 4 to the Protetfor, &c. And at the Sefſrons ater, mans 
ct them were fined, 3nJ fome were both tinedzand have been ever {ince Impriſoned 
inthe Protectors Name fur declaring to the ProteQor the corruption of thoſe that 
are put in Autl:ority und.cr the ProteQor, who att contrary to the Proteftor's 
Laws, againlt thoſe that have been faithful. And there is not any Friend at an; 
e1me that can by any means fince the Seſſions, gain or have for Money a Copy 


of our Indiftments. | LS : F 
And let all People take notice, that all thar js printcd in this Book, is all 


but 2 ſhort Declaration to what might be printed, of the Perſecutions of Prickts, £ 
Magiſtrates and People of this Town againtt the Saints, * 
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, From the ' Dungeon in Eveſham, by him that «5 own to the World by the £ 
Name of £ 

3 ..  Humphry Smith. |! 
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Pueſts, Magiſtrates. Rulers 4 Jnhabitants 
OF 
That they may be Preſerved from the 


Wrath at hand. 
W/.th ſome of the Efects of the Priefts Minſtery 


in Devonſhire, whole Fruits have exceeded many, and 
are now brought ro light, that the ſimple may return 
from them (who profit not) uno Chrift the Light, 
who reacheth all ro profit, and 15 come to teach. 


V OU- who are this day faſting for Strife and Debate, that 


you may exalt your ſclves in Pride, vain Glory and Op- 
preiſion one over another, and perſecute and impriſon 
the Juſt,and be as Lords over Gods Heritage,exerciſing Authority 
one over another, ſeeking honor one of anotherz,cach man ſeeking 
his own Intereſt, and not the good one of another, pleaſing your 
ſelves in lying Vamties,corrupting your ſelves in thoſe things which 
the Righteous Law of God torbiddeth, ſporting your ſelves in this 
the day of the Lord, which1s ſtealing upon you all asa Thief in 
the night, ſo is he coming upon you unawares, who are this day 
mocking God and your own Souls,and are with,and in Caizs nature, 

| B oftering 


you may {mife with the Filt of Wickedneſs, and that: 
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3 A warnmin to the Peſts, Magiſtrates 


offering a Sacrifice to God, but the juſt Witneſs of God in the 
particular is murdered, aud you with your Sacritices are [hut out 
trom the Lord God of Sa»boths, whole Reſt yon come not into, 
but are feeding upon the Serpent's Food, which isto know and 
not obey, and the young, Serpents are nouriſhed, and the old 
Serpent”s Head 13 not broken, [niquity lodgeth in the Heart, and 
Wickedneſs rulcthin the inward Parts. From the Image and 
Life of God you are all tallen, and are gone altray from your 
Maker, and are erred from the right way, and gone a Whoring 
after your own Inventions, and have committed Fornication with 
. {trange Fleſh, the Thoughts of your Hearts are Evil, and 
on your Beds do You imagine Mitchiet one againlt another; and 
by Deceit and Defraud have you (illed your Houſes with the 
Treaſures of eAgype, and Darknels is in your Dwellings, even 
thick Darkneſs that may be felt, and from your Eyes are the 
_ things of God hid, and a Vail is over you, and the Seed is in * 
—Þondage, the partition Wall is yet ſtanding, and youare found 
without among the Dogs, and the Sorcerers, and the wild Bealts 
of the Field, in the Natureof the Wolf, ſubtil, and devouring | 
both the Lamb-like Spirit within, and the Lambs without ; the * 
Flock of God is [cattered, and the Thorns choak the Seed ; the 
fruitleſs Trees are not cut down,the Brambles cover the Ground, 
and Fruit to God is not brought forth, but wild Grapes and 
Leaves, and Airy Imaginations in the Subtilty above the Light, 
where the Serpent 15 twining to keep his hold, and this 1s the 
Reaſoning in mans Wull, which 15 not bronght to the Croſs, nei- 
ther arethe Corruptions of the Fleſh crucited, but you goon in 
your Sins from day to day, and even hate to be reformed. Was 
Sodom and Gomorah guilty of any Sin that 1s not found this day 
among you ? Are you not drinking doven Iniquity as the Ox #Z 
drinketh down Water ? Nay,do you not even lay in your Hearts, |* 
that you are delivered to commit all theſe Abominations ? Wo, | 
Wounto you, the Lord God of the whole Earth hath a Contro- F 
yerlie you, his Judgments areas [witt as lightning, he is coming 
and is come to try you, and to weigh you all in the jult Ballance ; 
and now all your Coverings are too narrow, all you who have 
made Lyes your Refuge, and turned the Grace of God into 
Waatonnels,yſporting your {elves 1n this the mighty Day of the F 
A ” Lord, © 
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and Jnhabitants of EXON. 3 


Lord, and are found in Exceſs, Pride, Drunkenneſs and Glut- 
tony, ye painted whited Walls, guilded Tombs, painted over 
with Saints words, but Enemies to the Saints Life, even for you 
am I made to take up a Lamentation for the Wo and Miſery 
coma upon you, by reaſon of your Haughtineſs, and the Stout- 
neſs of your words, through the hardneſs of your Hearts, which 
are not circumciſed, nor purified by Faith, but in them Perverſ- 
nels, and the Love of this World hath gotten a room, inſteatvof 
Gcd, and fo the old Bottles are full of ſtinking ſtuff, and the Inn 
is filed with the Gueſts of this World, and there is not room for 
Chrilt, the Light, Life and Son of God, to be born up to take 
away tlic Sin of the World, trough you profeſs him, and talk of 
him, yet you complain for lack of Power, whereas we bear Te- 
ſtimony, Thar he is come, who is the Power of God, and unto 
him that faves from Sin is all Power committed, both in Heaven 
and Earth, in whum, and by whom alone this Sonlhip is received, 
and the Victory over the World, which knows not Cod, among 
w.1om you are tcen, in the Light that comes from Chrilt, the Son 
of God, who made alt men of one Blood todwell upon the face 
of the Earth, and vupholds all by the Word of his Power, in 
whom we live, move, and have our beeing, as the Poets have 
written,and as the Wiſe and Learned of the Earth have faid, who 
came not to feel after & find him before whom the Hills tremble, 
and the tal] Cedars bowhe who is coming to turn your Waters in- 
to Gall of Wormwood, and your Coverings into burning Pitch, 
and his Jealouſte will ſmoke like Fire againſt you, who are as 
Stubble ready dricd, cut oft from the ſtock and withered : Wo 

' unto you Workers of Iniquity, is not your day at hand, that you 
mult depart forever, and be no more ſeen ? Hath not Hell enlarg- 
ed her lelf for the double-minded Ones ? Yea, now isthe day 
wherein the Wrath of God ſhall be revealed from Heaven upon 
all Unrighteouſneſs of men, who hold the Truth of God in Un- 
righteouſneſs. This ſhall come upon all you who have choſen 
your own way, andare departed from the living God. 

Is not this the Faſt that the Lord hath choſen, to looſe the 
Bands of Wickednefs [Obſerve] Wickednefs is a Band, which 
muſt be broken before man comes to offer up living Sacrifices well 
plealing unto God, who _ to let the Oppreſled go F = 
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4 X warning to the Pticſts, Magiſtrates 

ard that you break every Yoke : Conſider, is the opprelled Seed | 
of God let goFrec ? the Seed to which the Promile belongs, or 
1s not the lniquity born upon the Shoulders of him that 1s the 
Light, whereby he is preiſed down ? And are you not laying 
heavy burdens upon the neck of the Poor ? Is not the Poor Op- 
prefied, and the Rich live in Opprettion 2 Is not the Fatherleis, 
tne Wicdow aid the Stranger opprellcd within your Gates ? 
Have you 12t evil intreated the Servants and Metlengers of the 
Lord of Hoits, whom he ſentto Warn you ? and ſome ro be Signs 
ard \Worders among, you, as 1ſ:zah, who waiked raked aid 
bare-footed, T/.z. 20. 3. 1 Sam. 19.24. that you may fſce your 
Nakednels, and repent of your Lottinels, and come down from 
your high Mountains, where you are making your Nelts above 
the Stats of God in your Airy Imaginations from the firlt Wit- 
dom of. the firſt man, trom the Earth, Senſual and Devililh, where 
the Prince of the Air rules in all the Sons of Diſobcdience, who 
are wile to do Evil, and fubtil Foxes in that Knowledge which 
puttcth up, and there you ſtand like ſtrong Oaks, and fed Horles, 
tatted for the day & Slaughter, whole Sins are ripe unto Judg- 
ment, whoſe mealure of Wickednefs is even at the full, & you your | 
ſclves the Servants of Sin, fitted for the Wine-prels of the Wrath 
ot the Lord God Almighty, who is coming a {wift witnels againſt 
you, ard from his preten-e you ſhall notfly. Therefcre prepare 
to inect the Lord, tor the day is at hand that your Iniquitics 
ſhall be rewarded upon your own Heads, and you ſhall receive 
tromytne Lord the juit Reward of a 1 your Doings, and 'every 
mans Heart {hall be made manifeſt in the ſight of God, and by 
the Witneſs of God in every mans Conlcience, Ihall,God be ac- | 
knowledged to be Juſt, by which the Mouth of Proud Fleih ſhall {+ 

be ſtopped, ard the Conſcience ſhall be awakencd by the Witneſs 

of God, that did always teſtihe agatnſt Deceit, Sin and Hypo- 
criltie; and when the endleſs Judgments of God are upon you, Þ| 
'and his everlaiting Torments have taken hold upon you, then *! 
ſhall my Witnels in every mans Conſcience witnels for me, that Þf 
in love to your Souls I was moved to write this for a Warning to | 
you all, thar to the Crols you inight come, to the true Light of 
Az Chrilt, that lighteth every man that cometh into the Warld, that 
all mcn through him might believe, even in him that is the Light, 
#4 the 
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and Jnhabitants of Ex ON. 


the Corner Stone retuſed by all you wile Builders, who build 
above the Light, which to you this day is a Stone of ſtumbling, 
aid a Rock of oflence, even Chritt the Light, thetrve Teacher, 
that in cre for Sin, who is the Heir, ard is now 
come,w hom all you Wicked Husband-men that have rot brought 


forth Fruit unto God, are row laying in your own patticulars, 


and periccuting in us, his Members, that if poſſible you might 
murder the Heir, Chriſt the Light, ard to the Inheritance be 
yours. Bur it iS in vain for you to kick againlt the Pricks, the 
Light in your Conlſciences, which checks in ſecret tor Sin, is ard 
will be your Condemnation, whililt you fight agairlt it, ard 
hate it, ard the mealure of the Breath of Lite will kindle 4 Fire 
in your Bowels, like a i{tream of Brimſtone forevef, which ſhall 
never be quenched, nor depart from you Wicked and Ungodly 
men, whole Sins have exceeded many, and whole ways are right 
in your own Eycs,and hate to be reformed, and deſpiſe,ſtone,per- 
{ecutc aid imprilon them whom the Lord hath ſent to warn you, 
whole blind 7cal is like Ferafalem's, from whoſe Eyes the things 
ot Gcd are hid, and your Madneſs like unto Saul*s, who thgught 
to do many things againit the Name of Jeſus Chrilt, the Light. 

Ard do not many of you hght againſt the Light, and fo are 
four.d Fig] ters againſt God, who is now ccme to try you, and to 
{earc] you, ard according to your deeds ſha} you all receive ? 

And now, who among you will hear this? Whoamong you 
will regard ? Are you not covered with a deep ſleep, that fo 
the Deitroyer may come upon,you unawares ? Who hath an Eye 
now to fee, anda Heart tounderſtand * Who will regard.this, 
and return from the Evil of his ways ? Who will lay it to heart ? 
unto him is the day of Grace offered, let him return, and that 
with ſpeed, and letthe reſt look for their Portion according to 
the words written. 


Let not this be ſlighred, for ut was written for a Warning afore- 


hand, urto you all, upon the 3cth day of the 8th Moneth, 1656. 
by a Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, a Priſoner at Exon, known by 


Name of 
Humphry Dinith, 


Some 


CR Ln 


Some of the Fffefts of the Prieſts Miniſtry in 
: Devoalhire. 


— 


On that have been the Teachers and the Leaders of the People 
long, you, wid fay, the Prielts Lips preſerve Knowledge, 
and they hall feck the Law at his Mouth; now conlider, what 
have you taught the Penple, and what have they learned of you ? 
Is it not toperlecute the [nnaocent ? and to hale out of your Sy- 
nagogues ? and to ſtone and to beat them whom the World 
knows not ? whom the Lord hath ſent as Lambs among Wolves 
into the Towns, Villages, Market-places and Synagogues to 
witnels and declare in the Name of the Lord againſt all Unrigh- 
tcouſneſs; and preaching Repentance unto all, even to them of 
the higheſt place of Worthip, and to a Crooked and Perverlſe 
Generation, who have been long learning of you, that cannot 
your ſelves ccaſe from fin, 2 Per. 2. 14. neither are they by you 
brought to the knowledge of the Truth, ſo as that they need nor 
any man to teach them, but are {till learning, and are not come 
to the knowledge of God, whom to know is Life Eternal, but 
are found this day in that, in which the knowledge of God is not, 
and in that nature which murdered Abel,and ſtoned the Prophets, 
and crucihed Chriſt, and flew his Apoſtles; and yet you all pro- 
fets the Scriptures, but upon you the Scriptures are fulfilled, who 
are in theſe days haling, and cauſing tobe haled out of your Sy- 
nagognes, and perſecuting from City to City the harmleſs Lambs 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who ſaith unto his, Theſe things ſhall they do wnto 
you, becauſe they know not the Father, nor me, John 16. 2, 3. 

Doth not your evil Savour come up into the Noſtrils of the . 
Lord ? And is not your Nakedneſs ſeen by all the Children of 
the Light, who walk in the Light? Are not both you and your 
Hearersa Seed of Evil Doers? And are you not herce Deſpiſers 
of them that are good ? And do you not daily cry out againſt 
thoſe that are dead unto Sin, andaliveunto Righteouſneſs ? And 
do you not evgxhate him that walks in the paths of Peace, and 


the 
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Effects of the Prieſts Miniftey, 7 


the ſtepsof Innocency ? 1s not therea noiſe amonglt you againſt 
the Lambs of Chriſts? Are you not ſtirring up the Rulers 
againſt themzas your fore-Fathers did, Acts 4.1, &c. and 6. 5. 17. 
John 11. 47. Are you not ſeeking to your garthly Magiſtrates 
to defend your Profeſſion with their carnal Ford, whica muſt 
be by Perſecuting and Impriſoning the Lambs of Chriſt, who 
break not your Magiltrates Law, nor yet the Law of God; and 
if you have ought againſt us, you ſhould come anddeclare it be- 
fore our facesor let us have liberty to ſpeak when the Lord moves 
any of us to come toyouz but fill ye up the mealure of your Fa- 
thers, thechief Prielts, Scribes ard Phariſees, in whoſe ſteps ye 
are found, read Mat. 23. who denycd Chrilt the Light, and cal- 
led him a Deceriver, and one that had a Devil, and the Carperter”s 
Son, ard ſtirred vp the Rulers and the rude People to Crucific 
him, and they themſelves gave their Voice againſt him, whom 
they had hired Fxdas to betray, and after his Reſurrection they 
hired Souldiers for large Money to declare Lyes of his Diſciples 
and him, who was juſt, and afterwards were Enemies to his [n- 
: nocentLambs, who had waited in Obedience to Chrilt the Light, - 
' and ſoreceived that Spirit of Truth whom the World cannotre- 
ceive, by which they were endued with Power to go forth into 
the Towns, Villages and Synagogues, declaring againſt the falſe 
Worſhips even of Prieſts and People, though they had Larin, 
Greek and Hebrew, and Moſes preached among them every Sabbath 
day, yet were they in the falſe Worſhip, and deniers of Chriſt 
the Light of the World, and his Miniſters and Servants, who 
were foolihh and contemptible in their Eyes, as we are this day in 
the Eyes of yon, who are in the ways of your Fathers, conſult- 
Ing with the Rulers againſt ſuch as come in the Name of the 
Lord to declare againit your Oppreſlion and unjuſt Prattices, 
and ſuch are brought by you and your Hearers to ſutfer Impri- 
fonment, and lofs of Goods (if not Deathir ſelf) even by tn 
ard thoſe that.you have been long teaching, and are of 4/4: 
Church, as it is called, by whom the Church in God doth 1 not 
aS iS witnelſed in Deven-Goal, wherein many of the Servacver 
the living God have been kept Priſoners, who have nor 1 ruth, 
the Law of God nor Man; and this is done by thofhe Legvr, 
taught no better by you Prieſts of Dewonſtre 1s jv1ed by _=_ ; 
| or 
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: Eifects of the Prieſts Biniſtry. 


to your Miniitry tobring fortk ſuch Fruits in the geveralicy of 
your Hearers ? Did they ever impriton any for Conlcieace-ſake, 
who were taught by the Miniltry of Chrilt the Light, to deny 
Ungodlineſs? And are not your Hearers in Ungodlineſs, the 
watch we bear Teltimony againlt, and all Ungodlineſs ? There- 
fore we ſilfer this day by the Seed of Evil Doers, who have taken 
many of tie Servants of God in the High-ways, as. they were 
going to vittthe Members of Chrilt in Priſon, and took twenty 
Shillings from oneof them, who was going to relieve the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt in Priſon, and ſent him to Prilon allo. Another 
had ten Shiilings taken —_— ; and others had their Writings 
and other things taken fron? them. Some others were put out 
of your Synagogues, | brought. before Magiſtrates, and ſent to 
Priſon, and one dyed in Priſon; and this is done by you, and 
your Hearers, ye Prieſts of Devonſhire! 1s it nota ſhame to your 
Miniſtry to bring forth no better Fruits, in this your Goſpel 
Profeſſion ? and the Fruits of your Goſpel-Hearers, to lay wait, 
as he that ſetteth Snares, and ſet a Trapto catch .men,.(Fer.s. 26. 
totheend) and ſend them to Priſon for going to vilit Priſoners, 
whoſe Relief from them was taken: Was ever the like heard of 
inthe days of the Prophets 'or Apoſtles? Who but thoſe that 
are as blind as you will follow you any longer * For now, as 
every ſimple man may ſee the Fruit of your Miniltry, which 
hath plainly appeared in moſt Towns and Ports of -xc00 ga : 
at Tiverton, they that depart from Evil, are made a Prey of, and 
many Abuſes they receive, 2nd the Abuſers not punilhed,: but 
ſome that, have been abuſed werealſo calt into Priſon, and they 
yiho came to viſit them,were alſo perſecuted ; and they that came 
ir, the Name of the Lord, were there perſecuted, put out of the 
Synagogues, and impriſoned. At Tarington, the Servants of the 
Lord, that preached Repentance, and that came for the good of 
Loris» were Evil intreated, and Snares laid for them, and im- 
the Lzped > and the Prieſt of Taringron ſaid, That Paul was a Swear- 
1d that it was his Duty to Swear - This he affirmed more than 
of the{Mes- At Plymouth the Servants of the Lord ſeveral times 
thok thajpÞumane Perſecutions, the like hath been ſeldom heard 
do you not 2ne by thoſe that are called Chr:ſt:ans. : 
mught be ſaid, and other places named, m_ the 
'ruts 
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Fruits that your Miniltry. hath brought forth ; but in this, you 
may be known by your Fruits to all that love the Light of Chrilt, 
who ſaith of the falſe Prophets, By therr Fruzrs ye ſhall kyow them. 
And now is Chrilt the Light come to deliver his Flock from 
your Mouthes, and he will bring back the loit, and gather home 
the ſcattered that have been long devoured by you, the many 
Paſtors, who have not brought home, to Chrilt the Light, the 
loſt Sheep, but with Force and with Cruelty have you rulcd over 
them, who have been ſcattered by you Shepherds that cannot 
underſtand, 1/a. 56. 11. wiiofeed the ſubrilty in your Hearers, 
and not the {implicity, neitaer have you miniitred to the Spirit in 
Priſon, nor yet received your Miniitry from him that opens the 
Priſon Door. And row your day 1s come, the Hireling mult fly 
into the Holes,and yet ihall you not be hid : And now your carnal 
Preaching, throug}!: your carnal Imaginations and Conceivings 
from the Letter whici killeth, to a carnal People, for carnal 
Ends, in carnal idol Temples, high Places of beaſtly Worſhip : 
This you are now leeking to uphoid with carnal Weapons, in the 
hands of carnal Men and Magiltrates, who ſend the Lambs of 
Chriſt into Pritons;and all this wiil avail you no more than it did 


. avail the chict Prielts, your Fathers, who took counſel together, 


how to tale Jeſus Chritt the Light by ſubtilty, and kill him, and- 
gave their Voice againit him: Ard are not yon giving your 
Voices againlt Chrilt the Light, ca (ing it Nur al, as they calPd 
him the Carpenter*'s Sou ? But iu] yeup the meature of your Fa- 
thers, ye tlind Guides of Devoxſhire, that upon you (at whoſe 
hand the Blood of Souls will be required) may come the Curles 
ſpoken of in Al. 2. 1,2. For now 1s Chrilt the Light made - 
manitelt, the ſecond Prieſthood, who is made a Miniſter, nor 
after a carnal Commandment, bur after the Power of an Endlets 
Life, even him tit is the Light, and the true Shepherd that 
teacheth all ro profit, the Everlaſting High Prieſt, that leadeth 
upto «od, who committed all Power unto him that is the Lizhr 
of the World, which; wholo believeth in, and obeyeth, ſhall nor 


2 abidein Darkneſs, as you and your Hearers do who are ever _ 


learning, but never come to the knowledge of the Truth, 
which makes Free : But ſuch as follow him, who is the Lighr, 
the Way, the Truth, the Life, the Corner Stone. retuled by __y I 

'S | or 


A 


0 The Firft and Second Pueſthood 


for to you he is a ſtone of ſtumbling ; even he that is the Rock, of 


Ages, the Power of God, the Wiſdom of God, the Son of God, the 
' Light of the World, which wholo followeth, ſhall have the L:ghe 
of Life, and in him receive Power to become the Sons of God, 
ard fo come by the light to the Teachings of the Father, and re- 
ceive the Anointings, that they will not have need of your teach- 
Ings. | 


For the Paſtors are become Bruitiſh, and have not ſought the Lord, 
therefore they ſhall not proſper, and all their Flock, ſhall be ſcattered, 


Jer. 20. 21. 
And as Troops of Robbers wait for a man, ſo the company of Prieſts 
Murder m the way by conſent ; for they commit Lewdneſs, Hol. 6.9. 


Written by a Servant of feſus Chriſt, a Witneſs a- 
' gainſt Deceivers, a Priſoner at Exon, called 


Humphry Smith. 


Ll 


THE 


E, Firſt & Second Prieſthood 


Decfarcd, according to the Scriptures ; 


Thar both Pricſis, Profeſſors and People 
may come t6 ſee with the Lizht of Chriſt, 
which Prieſthood this belongs to. 


and conſiſteth of the outward things. 
The Second Prieſthood and its Miniſtry ſtands with- 


in, and conſiſteth of the inward Work; and Paul who _ 
| made 


FT: Firſt Prieſthood and its Miniſtry ſtands without, 
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"4 
declared accozding to the Scriptures, _ x 
made a Miniſter of the Spirit, which is within, he ſaid, Work 
out you Salvation with fear and trembling, 2 Cor. 5.6. Phil.2.12. 

The firſt Prielthood being made 1n the time of the Oath, 
under which Prieſthood the Swearing 1s upheld, and the People 
continue in the Swearing and in the Strite. 

The ſecond Prieſthood 1s made with the Oath, . the Confirma- 
tion thereof is the End of all Strife, Debate and Diſiention, and 
the End of the Luſt, from whence the Wars, Fightings, and 
yain Janglings doth ariſe : And the Confirmation of this Oath, 
and the ſegond Miniſtry, which is confirmed by this Oath, puts 
an end to all Oaths ard Swearing, the Word of the Oath being 
come, and become Fleſh, which Word was before the Oath, and 
the World, ard ſince the Law, which Word is the Son, who 
ſaith, Swear not at all, Heb. 6. 15, 16. & Chap. 7.20. Mar. 5. 34. 
TFames F. 12. 

The firſt Prieithocd and its Miniſtry under the firſt Covenant 
had a command (o receive Tythes of the People; yet they were 
not to ſue People at the Law, it they did notbring the Tythes, 
but were to receive the T;the> ai.d Otterings ; when they were 
brought, their command was to receive them: And theſe Tythes 
were given unto the Strar ger, unto the Fatherleſs, and to the 
Widdow, tht they might eat and be hiled, as well as the Levite 
and the Prielt, Demt. 26. 12, 13- , Now that Prieſthood mult 
needs be cf: Antichrilt, which is not agreeable to the firſt Prieſt- 
hood, and it4s allo contrary to Chriſt, Zuke 10.4, 5, 6, 7. 2 Cor. 
6.3. ard toon 2 Fohng. 1 Fohn 2. 22. 

The tecond Pricjithood and its Miniſtry is of the New Cove- 
nant, where the Law is changed, by which the firſt is made; 
and this is not of the World, ncicther upheld nor maintained by 
the things of the World, neither is made by a Carnal Com- 
mandrert, but by the Power of an Endleſs Life, Heb. 7. 16. 
Mat. 10. 7,8, 9. Gal. 1. 12. & 16. | 

The fir{t Prieſthood was after the Fleſh, where the Luſts were 
not crucified, whence the Wars and Fightings come, where the 
likeneſſes were fohnd among ſuch as were not come to the Sub- 
ſtance ; for Abraham came from the Wars, and gave the tenth 
of the Spoils unto him who was made like unto the Son of: God, 
Heb. 7. 3. Chap. 8.5. Gen. 14. 18. = | 
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12 The Firi and Second Pxeſthood | 

The fecond Prieithood (who is of the Spirit, who comes of | 
Avraham according to the Fleſh) is the Power of God, and the f 
Subſtance of the tormer Likenetles; which Sublitance being- | 
come, it puts an End to the Wars, and fo an end to the Spotl- = 
11g5, and allo an end to all that which cauſeth the Spcil>z and 
if to, then an end to that of which Tythes were firit given; and 
io the Subſtance of the Likenelles being come, the Bleiling 1s 
received in him, and the Multiplyings known, and tae In- 
creaies of God witnefſedpand the Spoils divided at home, tle 
{trong man being bound, aud his Goods tpoiled; eb. 12. 22, 
23» 24--1 Tef: 3. 12 C2. 17, 18, 19. £ 

The firit Prieithood is of the firlt Covenant, which makes 
nothing perfect, and ſtands without, as in Tables of Stone, and 
divers Ordinances written by Affes, a Miniiter of that Law 
which condemns, and yet is glorious in its time, 2 Cor. 37. 8, 9. 
Heb. 7.9. 

The ſecond Prieſthood is of the New Covenant, which is 
written in the Tables of the Heart, by a Mediator of a better | 
Covenant, in which Covenant there is a coming to be preſented | 
Perfct in the Head, unto which, by the Miniltry of the Word 
of Life, they come to be joyned, 2 Cor 3. 2, 3. Jer. 31. 33- 
Heb. 8. 6. | 

The firſt Prieſthood Rands in divers Walhings and Carnal 
Ordinances, until the time of Reformation, until which time 
the outward Ordinances yet ſtandeth, and the outlide Woritups 
yet are, which Worlhip being daily. performed, yet the daily 
comers t2 thele Ordinances are not made pertect, as pertaininy, 
to the Confcience, ev. g. 10. . 

" The ſecond Prielthood is Eternal, purging the Conlcience 
frem dead Works, whereby alſo the Spirit of Truth is received, 
n&1o the worſhip in Spiritand in Truth is known, which wor- 

ip the Lord dcelightcth in; and ſuch ſeek the Lord and find 
him, and he 1s mcrcitul to their Iniquities, and their Sin he re- 
members no more, but they are blotted out as a thick Cloud : 
And lo being made tree from Sin, and become the Servants of 
Rightecouſnets, then Fruit and Service 1s brought forth and per- 
tormed unto God, well-plealing in his tight, Heb. 9, 14. 1 Cor. 
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declared accozding to the Scriptures. 13 

The firft Prieſthood ftands in divers and carnal Offerings for 
Sin, and Confellions of Sin Morning and Eveuing, and yet the 
Sin not taken away, Heb. 7.22. Ch. 10. 1. & 11. | 

The ſecond Pricfthood ſtands in one offering for $in, where- | 
by the Sin is taken away, Zach. 13.11. 1 John 1.7. Rev. 1. 5. 
Ken.6.2.& 7. & 18. Heb. 10.17. | 

Linder the fitſt Prieſthood the Vail is over the Heart, and 
they that are there cannot lee to him that is the endof the Law, 
who is made under the Law, to redeem them that are under the 
Law, 2 Cor. 3. 13, 14, 15. | ? 

Under the lecond Pricithood the Vail is rent, #n@ the broken 
Heart is known, with whom God is; and fo him that is entred 
within the Vail is ſeen, even him that is the end of the Law and 
the Prophets, Heb.g. 24. Ch. 10. 20. | 

The firſt Prieſthood hath the Shewbread, . which the carnal 
Eye may ſee, and the natural Man perceive; and ſothe = 
ftar.ds in outward ſhew, in ſome form and place where the Lite 
is not, and ſuch may worſhip they know not what, being not 
come to the Truth which makes free ta worlhip in, Heb. 9. 1, 2. 
Tohn 4. 2.2. 

The- ſecond Prieſthood hath the Bread of Life which comes 
down from Heaven;and gives Life ;! the which Bread being not in 
outward ſhew,wasnot only hid from the Scribes and Phariſees,who 
had the Oracles of God outwardly, but alſo from them that pro- 
teſs Chriſt without them only; for there is a time wherein Chriſt 


' ' iSknown after the Fleſh, therefore ſaith Chriſt; He that 15 with 


Jor: ſhall be in you, John 14. 17. Ch. 6. 35.6 60. . 

The firft Prieſthood, though made by a Law of God, which 
Law ſtands outwardly, the Prieſts being Miniſters of the Law 
ard not come to Chriſt, -but now the Prieſts are out of his Do- 
Qrine, Mar. 23. and ſo are found themſelves Tranſgrellors of 
the ſame Law which they teach to others; therefore the Lord. 
declares againſt ſuch, ſaying, Wherefore ye Prieſts, this Command- 
micut 1s for you; If you wll not hearken, 1 will ſend a Curſe upon 
Jet, and I will Curſe your Bleſſing, and ſpread the Dung of your 
ſc lemn Aſſemblies upon your Faces, Mal, 2. 1, 2,3. AAwh.3. 10511. 
Jer. 10. 21. Hoſea 6.9. Iſa. 56.9, 10, l1y 12. Rom. 2. 21, 224* 
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The Miniſtry of the ſecond Prieſthood witnelleth the Righ- 
tcouſnels of the Law felfilled within, and ſo comes to the free- 
dom from the Law of Sin and Death, and 1o comes to reccive 
2 Blelling from God, not a Curſe, Rom. 7.6. Chap. 8. 2, 3, 4+ 
Heb. 6.7. 

The firſt Prieſthood,who offers daily for the People and them- 
felves, though it be much, and conliſteth in many Words and 
outward Ceremonies, yet this is not able to make him that doth 
it PerteCt, as pertaining to the Conſcience, but the Guilt re- 
maineth {till upon the Conſcience both of him and his followers, 
Heb.9.9. 2 Pet. 2.1, 2, 3. & 14 | 

Theſecond Prieſth50d, who hath forever Perfected them that 
are Sanctified, he is of the heavenly Manliion, of the which there 
are many 1n the Fathers Houſe, whole Houſe are we, who are of 
the Body, which is the Church, whieh is raiſed bp by the Mini- 
{try of the ſecond Prieſthood, to fit together with Chrilt in the 
Heavenly places, where the Unclean cannot come ; but the li- 
ving Service and Prayers are offered up through the Eternal 
Spirit, Epheſ. 1. 20, 214.22, 23. Chap. 6. 2. Heb. 3. 6. Fohn 
I4+ 23 3- 

The firſt Prieſthood and its Miniſtry conſiſted in reading of 
the Law that was written in Tables of Stone, and Writings 
which are without, and in preaching of Moſes in the Synagogues 
every Sabbat}-way, the Vail being over the Heart, and the end 
of the Law not ſeen, nor him known that's made under the Law, 
Alts 15. 21. 2 Cor. 3. 13, 149 15, GC- 


The ſecond Prieſthood and its Miniſtry conſiſteth in mint- 4 


| ſtring Life to the Seed in Priſon, and opening the Prilon-doors, 
that the Seed of Abraham may ſpring out of the barren Womb, 
and feel the Power of the Son of God breaking Wown that which 
the Law had power over, and foto bring to him that is the end 
of the Law, and to behold with open Face the Glory of him 
that takes away the Sin, and brings in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
Ifa. 61. 1, 2, 3. Dan.yg. 24. 2 Cor. 3.18. 

The firit Prieſthood the Letter, but afterward reſiſted 
the Holy Ghoſt, yet profeſs Moſes and the Prophets Writings, 
and make a Gain thereby , but reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt and the 
Spirit of Propheſie, the Heart being Uncircumciſed, Atts 7. 
J1z $2. JHAs 31, Ls 


F F-17 
| >» 
pL x 


declared acco2ding to the Scriptures, I5 


The ſecond Prieſthood and its Miniltry is of the Spirit, with 
the power of the Holy Ghoſt, and the ſame. Spirit that guided 
Aojes and the Prophets, and all the holy men of God, and ſo 
comes to that from whence that was given forth, which was 
preached in the Synagogues every Sabbarlgalay, Iſa. 44- 3. Iſa. 
$59. 21. 2 Pe. 1h, 3th» 

In the time of the firſt Prieſthood the Cherubims cover the 
Mercy-ſeat, and the Lord communeth with him that is the Mt- 
niſter of the Law above the'Mercy-ſeat, which Mercy-ſcat be- 
ing both covered and under, and the People being both ſtift- 
necked and hard hearted : So the Power ftands above miniſtring, 
the Law, which B to judge and cut down that which cauleth the 
hardnets of the Heart, which is covered with the Vail through 
the tranſgreſlion of the Law, under which the Mercy-ſeat 15, 
and the 1 eſtimony lieth under it, Exod. 25. 31. Let him that 
readeth underſtand, Marth. 24. 15. Heb. 9g. 5. 

In the time of the ſecond Prieſthood the Teſtimony and Wit- 
neſs of God is raiſed up, and the Mercy-ſeat opened, and the 
hardneſs of Heart broken, and fo the Wall that's ſeparated be- 
tween him : and his Teſtimony cames to be broken down, and 
the Fountain of living Mercies opened, and the Soul refreſhed 
with the hidden Manna; fo the Seed of Abraham comes to be 


raiſed up through the Vail by the power of him who is the living 


Miniſter within the Vail, made under the Law, to redeem the 
Soulfrom under the Law ;z and fo as this is read in the work of 
it, and ſo felt and underſtood, the Promiſe of the ſecond Co- 
venant, under the Miniſtry of the ſecond Prieſthood, is wit- 
nefſed, even as it is written, / will dwell in them, and walk in them, 
and I will be their God, and. they ſhall be my People, 2 Cor. 6. 16. 
Jer. 31.33. Heb, 8.8. to the end. Chap. 9. 12. 1ſa. 57.15. 

In the time ofthe firſt Prieſthood there is much talking of 
the Ordinances, and many are pleading from the Letter for the 
Ordinances, which ſay, They are to laſt forever, (as Circumcition 
was) and alſo many are crying, The Temple of the Lord, The 
Temple of the Lord; and yet the. Temple is made [by ſuch] a 
den of Thieves, and a habitation of Dragons, and wild ſubtil 
devouring Beaſts of the Ficld, who have {tollen up another way 
(in the Serpents wiſdom) than by Chriſt the Light and the 

Door, 
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Door, and foreſilt the Holy Ghoſt, being yet in their Sins, and 
their Faith vain, -and their Minds and their Conſciences being 
defiled, and they not come to the DoCtrine of Repentance, the 
Mountains being not leveled, and the burning Light not felt, 
nor the Wilderneſs not yet found, nor the way opened for the 
Seed, neither yet ſeen him that takes away the Sin of theWorld ; 
and yet ſuch are crying, The Ordinances, The Ordinances, and the 
Commands, which fay, they: are to l:ft ro the end of the World ,, and 
yet they themſelves not come to the beginning of the World, nor 
to fecl the power of the Word ſeparating the Light from the 
Darkneſs, nor yet to feel the entrance into the true Circumct- 
ſion; and ſo the Vail remains over the Heart that they cannot 
fee to the end of the Commands, Figures and Ordinances, 
which are a ſhadow-of good things to come, but the End and 
Subſtance is Chriſt, the Light, Life, and Corner-ltone, at which 
they ſtumble, Col. 2. 17. 1 Pet. 3.2 t. 

In the time of the ſecond Prieſthood the Kingdom is witneſ- 
fed, which is not in Words,- but in Power, where the proud 
Boaſters are {hut out, and the Unclean enters not, nor the vain 
Janglers, who come with their carnal Weapons from the Let- 
ter without, to fight againſt the Lamb, whoſe Commands are 
written in the Heart, where the Holy Ghoſt is by ſuch reſiſted, 
who are not come to the ſecond Miniſtry, where all things are 
compleat in him who is the Head, the- Beginningand the End, 
in whom the Circumcilion' made without Hands is watnelled ; to 
the Vail is taken off the Heart, and the end is feen,. even he that 
takes away the- Sin of the World ; and fo. all Treſpalles 
£ome to be forgiven unto them that -are buried in the Baptiſm, 
and fo dead unto Sin, whereby alfo the Hand-writing of Ordi- 
- pances was againlt us, evines to be blotted out and nailed down to 
| theCroſs, whereby the Principalities and Powers are ſpoiled by 
the Power of the Word that becomes Fleth, - whereby thoſe 
things that were in ſhew are triumphed over, and nailed down 
to the Croſs, through which the Lite comes to be raited, and fo 
Chriſt Jeſus the Son of God comes to be revealed and made ma- 
nifeſt, being quickned in the Spirit, and ſono moreto know 
Chriſt after the Fleſh, but in that which is raiſed up throngh the 
Croſs, unto which the ſhews and ſhadows of things are, nailed 


down ; 
A 


: Fa 


declared accozding tothe Scriptures, 17 
down : Sothe Doctrines of Baptiſm ard Repentapce from dead 
works arc lett behind, and thote things that are left bchind are 
forgotten, and there 1s a preſling forwards to Pert<Ction by the 
Miniliry of the ſecond Pricſthood, wherein eycry man is to be 
pretented Pertect in Chriit Jeſus, in whom there is a growing 
trom Giace to Grace, ard a changing trom Glory to Glory by 
the tam Spirit, having received ot his fulnefs, Cel.2. 1c, 11, 12, 
13,14,15. Rom.6.3,4,5,60,7,8. Heb.6.1,2. 1 Pet. 3. 22. 2 Cor.3.18. 

« In thetime ot the fhirit Prieſthged, the outward Blocd was to 
#Z purilc, the iranfgreſlion being” without, ard he Jaw without ; 
' | 


* Ando, kerc is the outward Wall.ings, with the outward V\ a- 

” ter, ard the fet.dayes of Purification ; and thcle things were to 
> | be done often, becauſe of the continual Tranitgreflion of that 
| | Law which Itood without, which game to be fulttld ; and did 
t FE not Chriſt Jeſus ſuffer without the Gate, Heb. 9. 23. Cul. 2. 23. 
| , And the Law being without hath the ſhadow, and yer not the 
- |Þ Image; thercfore far thort of Chrilt the Subſtance, Heb. 10.1. 
1 In the time of the ſecond Prieſthood, the heavenly things 
on themſelves are purified with better ſacrifices then thele,Zeb.g.2 3. 
_ which ſerved to the purifying of the Patterns, and the heavenly 
'e things themielves, being purihcd with the living ſacrifice; to 
1, Þ thewayintothe Holyeſt of all is known, which is not rhanifelt- 
'E Þ ed under the firſt Prieſthood, Heb. 9.8. And ſothereis an en- © 
I, Þ trance made into the Believers Relt, Heb. 4. 3, & 10. Rev.14.13. 
10 where the lecd of Abraham tits down in the Father's Kingdom, 
at which conſilteth of Rightcoulneſs, Peace and Joy in the holy 
es Þ Ghoſt, Rom. 14.17. and ſoas therc is a coming to feel the Power of 
m» Þ theſecond Miniltry, preaching to the ſpirit in Prifon, 1 Per. 3. 
Il- Þ 19. 1Cor. 1. 24. and fo toquicken them that weredead in lin, 
to | Epheſ. 2. 1. by whole quickning Power the ſeed comes to be 
by | raiſcd up, together with Chri!t the Head, who fits at the Fa-. 
fe If thers right Hand in the heavenly places, Ephe/. 1. 20. which are 
wn |} purified and prepared for. the faithful, Ephe/. 2. 5, 6. Jobn 17. 
ſo F! 21, 22, 23, 24 Ard as the heavenly things of the heavenly 
na- ÞF places are purified, and theentrance into the Rett minittred, 10 
ow | Chrilt comes to.be {cen exalted at the Fathers right Hand, in the 
the | heavenly places, above all Principalitics and Powers (whichare 
led Þ fpoiled)) Chriſt oh" Head over all things, Ephe/. 1. 21, 22. 
(mn. Þ . Aud 
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And ſothere isa ruling over all that which ſtands in outward 
ſhow, the which Chriſt made a ſhow of openly, triumphing over 
them in it, Col. 2:15. And if there be a triumphing over theſe 
things whichare in ſhow, before the entrance 13to the Holieſt 
of all be made, how much more are the outward ſhows triumphed 
over, and the Principalitics ſpoiled, when the way into the Ho- 
lieſt of all is made manifeſt by the Power of him who is gone into. 
the Heavens, and is on the right hand of God; Angels, Autho- 
rities, and Powers being made fubject unto him, 1 Per.3. 22. 

In the time of the firſt Prieſthood, the Rule and Covenant 
were without; and ſuch as come no further, reiiſt the Spirit 
within, yet protects the Scriptures without, but reliſt the In{pi- 

k ration which gave them forth, and yet arc zcalous for their Rule 
without, being yet blind, like Saul, even periecuting themin 
whom the Spirit of Trith bears rule, which Spirit they being not 
come unto (toopen the Eye, and lead them intoall Truth) are 
found out of their Rule, which they to much talk of : Read and 
ſee Fames 1.26. 2 Cor. 5. 17. Tit. 3.9. Epheſ. 4. 29, 30, 31 32. 

, andch. 5.11. 1TJohn 3.4. and ch. 2. 4. John 12.36. Mat. 5. 28, 
29, 30, 39, 4, 41, 42, 43, 44- and Ch.-23. 26, 27. 1T1:m.2.9. 
1 Theſ. 5.5, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20,21,22. 2 Cor. 13.11. 

In the time of the ſecond Prieſthood, a meaſure of the Spirit 
of Truth isown'd & received within, which whoſo follows,walks 
not in Darkneſs, Fohr 8. 12. the which leads into all Truth, 
and orders and rules the Creature in the fear of him who is the 
God of Order; whereby the {trong holds are broken down, and 
every Thought comes to be ſubjected unto Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10. 4, 5. 
who rules over all, and upholds all things by the Word of his 
Power, Heb. 1. 3. who hath given to cvery man a maniteſtation 
of the Spirit, 1 Cor. 12. 7. and a proportion of Faith, Rom. 12.6. 

. Chriſt being all, and inall, Gal. 3. 28. Col. 3. 11. andas every 
man h:th received Chriſt, Job 9. 9. foto walk in him Col. 2, 6. according to the 
Game Rule a!ready attained, Mgt. 25. 21. and to mind the ſame things already re- 
ceived that is the cauſe, ÞPhil.3.16,17 and mark them that walk 1u, and not go 
beyond the meaſure of what they have received, but be faithful in ir, as gov 
Stewards of ihe mansfold graces of God,1it. 2,10. and ſuch as walk according to | 
that Rule, grace, mercy and peace be to them, and to a'l the Iſrac} of God, » Cor 
10. 12,1}. Uritten by a Servant of Feſus Chrift, the only High Prieſt, and 
Mimstey of Life. for whoſe ſake he \uffers wm outward Bond: at Dorcheſter, this 
28th day of the 154 Monetb, 1657, 4 deſpiſed, perſecuted & impriſoned by the 
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A.N 
| Sounding forth unto all the . 
Inhabiranrs of the Earth, 
AS a 


Warning before the YVials of the Everla- 
ſting Wrath be poured forth upon them. 


Everlaſting, whoſe Truth endureth forever, whoſe 

Power is Unlimited, whoſe Mzrcy endures forever, 

whoſe Judgments are juſt and true, and all his Ways are equal ; 
whole Preſence is Dreadful untoall the Double-minded, whoſe 
bright Appearance is as a fierce Whirlwind of Fire, and his Voice 
as the Terribleneſs of many Thunders; all the Bowcls of the 
Earth are ript open by the Dread of his Powerful Voice; and all 
the created Earthly things pals away as if they had not been, be- 
cauſe of the Preſence of the Almighty, and the fierce Terror of 
the Lord of Glory, who is now ariling as a Gyant unto the Bat- 
tel, and as a migity man of Valour unto the War, who a long 
time hath held his peace, and hid his face, But now, faith the 
Lord, will I ariſe, and roar like a Lyon, and utter my Voice lik a 
man of Wars, yea, I will ariſe as a Lyon out of a Thicket, and a young 
Lyon out of the Forreſt; and I will Thunder from Heaven, and Drk- 
neſs ſhall be upen the Earth ,, and with the Fire of my Jealouſie ſhall the 
Wicked be conſumed,& the Ungodly as the Smoke that vaniſheth forever. 
Wherefore come all ye Brambles of the Earth, and gather 
your ſelves together, all ye Briars, Thorns and Thiſtles, andall 
ye ſtrong Oaks and tall Cedars ; yea, all ye fruitleſs Trees, _ 
. C 2 Ong 


F: Lord of Holts, whoſe Name is Holy, whoſe Way is 
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| long have cumbred the Ground, behold, the Day is at hand that F 
you ſhall be conſumed forever; and as the Stubble ready dry be- | 
fore an unquenchable Fire (that is kindled with the Fierceneis of | 
the Wind of the Noſtrils of the moit High) fo thall all the £ 
Brambles of the Earth be. Wherefore allemble your ſelves to- ©: 

: gether, O ye Hearben, and ſtand upto Judgment, O ye Princes ©: 
and R-1-rs of the Earth, and prepare to meet the Lord, whoie | 
 Trumper is ſourding an 4l:r»m out of the holy Mountain, to 
gather the whole Hoſt of the Heather to Bartel, and the People 
who know. not God, to the Slaughter of the great King. Arile 
ye ldol-ihgpherds, awake, ye Blood-thirſty Rulers, ttand up to- 
gether, ye fatted Bulls: Let all che wild Horſes ftand to the Battel, 
{aith the = of Holts, that I may pour out wy Indiynation like Fire 
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upon them,\ and Conſume them a4 in a Moment forever, that I may give 
you Blooduw drink, and fill you with Torment for evermore ; tor thus 
{21th the Lord, Once more more will I ariſe and Confonnd mine Ene- 
mies, and eaſe me of mine Adverſaries; and I, even I, will fill the 
Heathen with Horror, and all mine Enemies with the. Blackneſs of 
Darkneſs ; a Fire will I kindle in the Bowels of the Scornful, 2nd m 
the Proud ſhall the Flames burn forever ; and all the Earth ſhall now, | 
that I the Lord, inthe midſt of them, am Mighty in Power, and that 
none is able to deliver out of my hind. Theretbre ſhall the Shep- 
herds Howl forcyer, ard the Prieſthood of England be Con- 
founded, and covered with a perpetual Shame; the Nations 
afar off ſhall hits at them, and the Ages to come ſhall call them 
Accurſed ; for the day is at hand, that not a Tongue of all the 
Dogs of: «Zeypr ſhall be lifted up againſt the Seed, that long hath 
groancd under the Bondage of cruel Oppretlors, who bite with 
their Tecth, and imagine Evil upon their Beds, and lay Snares 
for the Souls of the Innocent, and watch for Iniquity to devour 
. the Simple. 

'Therefore ſhall theſe things come upon you, an unbelieving 
Generation, whoſe Hearts arc hardned, Ears ſtopped and Eyes 
cloſed and many of you ſealed up unto the great Day of everla- 
ſting Geſtruttion, which upon you the ſeed of Evil-doers is ſteal- 
ing unawares : Neither ſhall you believe the things that are ha- 
ſtening upon you, and declared unto you; for the Prophets and 
Seers are covered, a deep lleep 1s upon the bruitiſh Paſtors, and 
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the Vail isupon the Heart s of all who are under the old Cove- 

nant, and many of them are given up to the hardneſs of their 

Hearts, and their Conſcicnces are ſcared, and ſuch have yet 8 

meaſure of Wickednels to fill up, aud then upon them the Veſlels 

of Wrath fitted for DeſtruCtion, ſhaii the Flames of everlaſting 

dans. be poured forth forever from him that ſitteth upon the 
rone. 

Wherefore, Wo to the Inhabitants of the Earth forever, Wa 
to the Proud and Lofty Ones, Wo to all the Hard Hearted, A- 
bominable and Unbelteving, the Devil is core. down among 
you, the old Drogon is Head in you, the God of the World 
hath blinded your Minds, the fubrilty of the Serpent hath de- 
ceived you, and now Wo is your Portion, you are undone for- 
ever; your King is the Angel of the bottomleſs Pit; Gog and 
Magog are your chict Captains; Cain is.your Father ; Nimrod 
the mig} ty Hunter, the builder of Babel, is your elder Brother ; 
the greet Whore is your Mother ; J1ſhmael and you are of one 
Houle; Phareah and Haman are your Companions , Jude, the 
betrayer of the Juſt,is near unto every one of you : and the Life of 
the Juſt crys tor Vengeance-vpon your Head ; the glittering 
Sword of the Moſt High is drawn to cut you doxwn forever ; the 
Ax to the very Root ſhall now come, and Root and Branch ſhall 
be cut off forever. 

Wherefore all ye Sorcerers, Witches and Sons of the Whore, 
with all Blaſphemers, who ſay, you are Jews, and are not come 
to the true Circumciftion, but Servants of Sin, and ſo the Syna- 
zogue of Satan, and all you falſe Prophets who feed at Fezabel's 
Table, and notat the Table of the Lord, nor never drunk of 
the blood of the New Covenant, to cleanſe you from all Sin, 
but are daily drinking the Cup of Fornication : Now come all 
together, the Standard of the Lord is lifted up againſt you, .and 
you ſhall have to drink forever the Cup of the Wine of the 
liercenels of the cverlaſting Wrath of the Lord Almighty, and 
Þ: will plague you with the Beaſt and the Whore together for 
evermore, and your Sced inall be cut off the Earth, and your 
Children from amorg the Living; your Memorial i} all Rot for 
evermore, and your Name blotted out trom uxder Heaven ; and 
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al! that hear ot you ſhall Hiſs at you, and an aſtoniſhment and a 
Iiling inall you be unto all People. 

Where are Queen Maryes Judges and Bloody Perſecutors, 
who lought to drive down all by their Deviliſh power, who were 
as high in Wickedneſs and cruel Oppreſlion, as any of you, 
wio are this day thirſting for Blood ? Where are your Card:- 
nals, Jeſuits, Friars, Monks, Abbots, Abbies and Nunneries ? 
Where are your Altars and Croſſes, &c ? | 

Even as there hath been an Overturning of theſe, ſo ſhall 
the Off-ſpring and Reſidue follow after; and then ſhall the 
Prieſts howl, and the Lamentation of the Shepherds be heard }! 
in all the Land, and the Great men, and the Rich men, andall_ | 
the Mighty of the Earth ſhall lament bitterly ; for their Tor- | 
ment ſhall come in one day, and there ſhall be none to deliver : 
Then ſhall your high places of Worſhip be left deſolate, and the 
Temple of the Bealt deltroyed forever, and all the Idols burnt 
with Fire, and the Abominations of Molech confounded for- 
ever, and the Whoredoms of the Whore puniſhed with an 
everlaſting Deſtruction, and all them that have committed For- 
nication with the painted Harlot, ſhut up in the Bed of Tor- 
ment, and in the Wine-preſs of the fierceneſs of the Wrath of 
the Almlghty for evermore. 

In that Day ſhall the Songs of your Temples be turned into 
howling forever, the place of your Worſhip laid deſolate, and 
the Dung of your ſolemn Feaſts ſpread upon your Faces ; your 
Rottennels ſhall appear, and your Unſound parts be made ma- 
niteſt; the Skirts of the V V hore ſhall be diſcovered, and all your 
Nakedneſs, that long in ſecret have committed Fornication with 
her, ſhall now appear to your everlaſting ſhame. 

And this ſhall come upon you as a Whirl-wind, and overtake 
you as a Thief in the Night; and when you cry Peace, then ſhall 
Deſtruction upon Deſtruction come ſuddainly, and you ſhall not 

eſcape: Torment ſhall take hold upon you, and Anguiſh ſhall 
{eize upon your inward parts, a Fire ſhall be kindled in your 
Bowels forever, which shall burn, and none $hall quench it. 

Oh, who s$hall ſtand in this Day! or who s$hall be able to 
endure the Terror of the Wrath of the Almighty ! Surely = 


® Jnhabitants of the Earth. == 
the Ungodly shall be as the Graſs that is cut down in the heat of 
Summer, and all the Unrightcous as Fuel fitted for the Fire. 
Oh! Whither then will the Sinners fly for Help, or the Wicked 
fora Refuge? V Vhere $hall the Lyar ſtand ? or how $hall the 
Proud endure? V Vhat hall be the End of them that know not 
Gcd? And where will they be hid that obey not the Goſpel of 
hiYS6 Why ! certainly into the Lake muſt they be turned,and 
n utter Overthrow $hall be condemned forever, as it is 
/ Written, The Wicked ſhall be turzed into Hell, and all that forget 

God. 
7 Therefore lament, O ye Inhabitants of the Earth, for the 
J * TLordis become your Enemy by reaſon of your Sins; he 1s rain- 
| Ing Snaresas thick as Hail-{tones upon yon; and the VViſemen 

Shall be taken in their own Craftineſs, Judges led away Fools, 

Princes laid in the Duſt, Diviners turned Mad, and a Curſe will 

come upon all your goodly things : YyourGlory hall vaniſh as the 

Duſt, and your Beauty $hall be as the Dung upon the Earth : 

Your Riches ſhall eat you up as a Moth doth a Garment; your 

chicfeſt Delights will be your greateſt Torment : For the Lord 

1s making the Earth empty,and Wo tothe Inhabitants thereof for 
_ evermore z 10 Deliberer in it shall be found, neither yet any to / 

comfort you ; therefore hall the Young wan V Veep and V Vail, > 

& the Strong man Cry bitterly;In that day the Prieſts shall Howl, 

the H onourable Lament, and the Ancient go Mourning all the 

day long: For the Lord is changing Timesand Seafons, and the 

Iniquity of the People is aſcended up, and the remembrance” of 

the VVicked is come betore him, and once more w1ll the Lord 

Shake his Hand againſt the Wicked, as in thegAy of Sodom, and 

overturn the Oppreſlors, as in the day of Pharaoh, and shake the 

Heavens, the Earth, and the Sea; and this $hall be known when 

the Lord paſſeth through the Earthwith his grounded Staff, and 

Battels of Shakings. | | 

And in that Day shall your ſolemn Meetings be confounded, 

your high Places left deſolate, and your goodly Temples de- 

taced : Bats and Owls $hall then build in your Steeple-houles, 

and they shall be forthe Fowlsof the Air to lodge in the Night, 

theunclean Bcalts, and Spirits of Devils do, and $hall retort. 


thither; a Den for Dogs hall it be made ; Your Bells shall come 
down 
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down after your Organs, and your Temples shattered as the 
old Abies; and a perpetual Shame $hall come npon all thear 
that have been, and arc upholding the outward Temple nade 
with Hards, whercin God dwclleth rot, and they themic Ives 
a Den of Ttieves, and full of Rottenels : Therctfore Attonish- 
ment of Heart $shall come withM, and Deſtruction and Over- 
turnings without, Fear on evchy hand, and Amazement Shall 
come upon all Fleshz then shall the Vine-dreflers be ashamed, 
and them that preach Peace to the Wicked $hall no longer be 
hid. | 
Wherefore all you that have bcen Parliament- Members, and Þ|* 
all Judges, Mayors, Jultices and Conltables, and all other Ofli- : 
cers and People whatloever, that have been upholding the Wick- Þ| 
ed and opprelling the Jult, and have been hatching Miſchief | 
againſt, and ating all manner of Cruclty you could invent upon FT 
the Servants of the Moſt High God ; behold, the Lord wwl kindle 
a,Fire in your Bowels which ſhall burn in the Night-ſeaſon, and 
with all your ſtriving againlt it, and vain hopes, ſhall you-not 
be able to quench it ; and when you ſhould goto your Graves in 
Peace, even then $hall the Pangs of Hell lay hold upon you, and 
utter Larkneſs shall compals you in on every ſide : Nh! Fierce, 
_ Furious, and with unipeakabie Violence will the Plagues of God 


Ep v3 : come rolling in upon you 
When I was fick in Priſon,* for a long .ime like the unmercifsl mich» 
fo weak, as ncither I, nor any Friei:d then wich * Wear 
me, ever know any onezand recover ſirength in TY Waves of the Sea, 
the Body again; at which time I gave up my which none car ſtop; For 
Life, and took my leave of Friends, and iay verily and plainly 1 have 
down in the Fathers love mot tice ing furrow or Nay the way that all the 
pain, Friends hardly then knowing whether I Wicked ſhall c Tm 
breathed or not; in which time [ ſaw things un- OE PORT pus no ig 
utterable : And though H:aven was opened, & place that they ſball avide 
ewo Angels by my ſides to bear me away into | forever, and none of thetr 
evcrlaiting Re/},yer wasl lett only for this end, prearnef in the world ihall 
For the work of the Lord amongſt the Sons of men 7. 14m from it. * And 
for a time, and ſo came into the Body again, hae : he of : < 
having ſecg before the way that all theWicked ' 3 NAVE ICEN TE prace Where 
ſhall g> out And this I ercrnally witneſs to | e the Innocent (whom you 
true ; and now this Paper is written as aWarn- hate) and all that dye in 
ing from the Lord by one that came as from the x+he | ord ſhall fleep in- the 
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the Fountain of the Fathers unſpeaka'\le Mercy, and unlirtited 
Love, where they ſhall reſt in the fvllneſs of God forever and 
ever, and the entrance thereinto is ealier, and more to be deli- 
rcd, than to fall into a flecp, (the ſting of Death being taken 
away : ) And this I know, and te!tifie what I have ſeen, and io 
warn all you (the Enemies of the Lamb?s dear Members, and 
your own Souls) of the day that is coming upon you, aid the 
Vials of Wrath that therein will be poured forth upon you, who 
when you have felt Torment in your ſelves, have then let Wrath 
arli{cupin you, whereby you have been filled with Envy againſt 
a harmleſs People, upon whom then- (to get eaſe of that Tor- 
ment) you have acted that Cruelty, which afterwards the Light 
of Chrilt in your own Conſciences hath condemned you for, and 
tlie iame will condemn all you forever that Repent not. 

Andthele things will certainly come to paſs, and then ſhall all 
the Heath: know, that the Lord 1s the fame that ever he was, 
and that he hath hcard the Cry of the Opprellcd, and ſeen the 
Amiction of his People, and taken notice of all your ſecret Con- 
trivances again!t tnem who are bo t,and led by the Spirit, who 
are as the tound of the Wind uiito you, that know not whence 
they come, nor whither they go, who now ſuffer by you with 
Chriſt, and ſhall reign with him f rever and ever, when he who 
is their Life,ſuall appear to confound Zion?s Enemies forevEh and 
overturn the very Foundations of the Wicked, though never to 
grcat ard high, and bring down the Mighty from their Ungodly 
Seats, and overturn the Inventions of the Wicked, and pour forth 
Everlaiting Judgment upon the Bealt, and all them that bear his 
Mark, or worſhip his Image : And when the Whore ſhall have 
Blood to drink, and the Mouthes of her Merchants ſtopt forever, 
and all them that love and make Lyes their Refuge, with all the 
Uncleanand Unbelieving (who receive Honour one of another) 
and all the Blood-thirſty turned into the Lake, then ſhall Righ- 
teouſneſs ſpread over the Nations as the Morning-due, and Holi- 
neſs as the Light of the Sun in Summer, and Judgment run-down 
as Water, and Peace ſpring up as a Fountain that overflows and 
1s never dry. | 

{n that day ſhallthe poor of the Flock be gathered,and the Out- 
calts of 1ſracl return; Deliverance ſhall come to the Captives, 
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ard Joy to them that have Movrned ; the Wildcrneſs ſhall theg 
rejoyce, and the Deſart, be glad for evermore ; Springs thall a- 
rite inthe Delfart, and a Fountain ſhall be opened in the W1lder- 
nels; the Standerd of the Lord $hall be litred up on High, the 
fcattered in the Delart, and the Mcek of the Earth hall low unto 
it: Nations ſhall turn unto the Lord of Hoſts, and People be 
gathered to the Banner of the Molt High ; they ſhall feed toge- 
theras the Lambs in the Morning, and be fatished as the Flock in 
Summer ; and then ſhall Z:oz*s Mourners be coritorted and hlled 
with Joy forever; then thall they shout alond tor Joy, with Ha- 
lelujah tor evermore, when the Smoke of the Torment of the 
Whore (her Lovers and her Brats,) alcends up as the Smoke of 
Sodom forever and ever. | 

Then shall Glory,, Honour and Praile ariſe from them that 
were bcheadcd for the Teltimony of Jeſus, the Light of the World, 
and unto him that fitteth upon the Throne; and the Captives 
$hall come out of their Captivity, and the Priſoner out of the Pit ; 
and every Bond-man $hall be ſet at Liberty, and thole tiat are 
at cale and Liberty in the Flesh, shall be Bound with Chains of 
Everlaſting Darknels forever and ever,and they shall be torment- 
ed day ard night in the preſcnce of the holy Angels, and in the 
preſence of the Lamb (who 1s Light) even all them who will not 
that he $hould reign, who is the Lamb & the Light ; and then shall 
they ee Abraham, Iſaac and Facob, who wandered upand down, 
and were Strangers and Pilgrims on the' Earth; thele, with all 
their Seed then $hall they ſee inthe Kingdom and Dominion of 
God, and they themſelves 'shut out ; and ſo the Parable of the 
Rich man and Lazares shall they know fulfilled. 


Wherefore Wo, Wo, Wo to the Inhabitants of the Earth, 
and all you the Enemies of the Lamb, by reafon of the Judg- 
ments that are yet to come; for your Proud Fleſh, which is as 
the Fleſh of Horſes, ſhall be as Dung upon the Earth, and your 
Flelh is to be given unto the Fowls of the Air to feed upon ; for 
the Day of the great Slaughter is at hand, and-the Bartel or the 
great King ſhall be ſet in order, and every Battel of the Warrier 
' 15 with confuſed Noiſe, and Garments rolled in Blood; but this 
2ll be with Burning aud Fuel of Fire, and Blood (hall all them 


: hve 
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Lave to drink, who are found in Babel the great Whore, that 
long have made the great men of the Earth Rich, in whom the 
Blood of all the Saints is found, from 4bel unto this day, wherein 
© ſheandher Children are thirlting for the Blood of all them who 
' = believein the Lighr. 


Written wpon the ſeventh and eight dayes of the 2d Moneth, by hin 
who ſuffers by ſome of OoRns dtiiiy in the Fouſe of Correction, 
and common-Goal of Hampshire, with the reſt of the Lambs 6 
Chriit, who is the C.ptain of my Salvation, who hath armed me 
with the whole Armour of God, and clothed me with the Armour of 
Light, whereby he hath enabled me to ſtand im the dy of Battel 
againſt all the Fiery Darts of the Devil, ard the Oppreſſions of 

| Pharoah”'s Hosf; and yet have nothing to Glory im, but mm 

the Lord, baving received all from him, who teacheth my Hands 

ro War, and my Fingers to F ight, and that not with Carnal Wea- 
pons, but with Spirunual, and deny all Carnal Fightings, Qurrel- 
lings and Wars, that ariſeth from the Lu#F, and learneth of him V4 
who maketh War in Righteouſneſs, and joyns with him m the Bartel 
againſt the falſe Prophet, the Whore and the Beaſt, and all thoſe 
that have his Mark, m the Hand, or in the Fore-head, who riſe up © 
againſt them that have their Father's Name written mm their Fore- 
heads, who is Light, in whom I have believed, and by whom do ex- 
pett Deliverance in his due time (with all bu ſuffering Seed) out of 
outward Bonds, in the which I bear my Teſtimony against all his E-= 
nemies, without Reſpett of Perſons, or Flattering Titles to any, bus 
3n Love to the Souls of all, though never ſo Dreadful to that in all, 
hich doth the Soul deſtroy ; to the which I am never to be recon- 
ciled, but ſtand a Wunefs againſt, until the Fuſt under that ariſe 
and witneſs for me, whoſe Love us only to the Seed of God in all, 
by mpich I am known, read and underſtood, mn the Light, and of 
the other, called, - 


Humphery. Smith. 
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A Sad ard Mournful 


LAMENTATION 


ror che Peop'e of-thele Nations, but eipecially 
tor the Prieſts 1:d Leaders of them , and the | 


more becaule of that which is coming to pals. 


And I:t all P-opleread it {and let it have entrance into 
their Hearts) in the fear of God; for it is of much Concern- 
ment both for Prieſts, Rulers and ail People, it being the deep 
Meaitations of my-Mind, ard the true Openings with the Light, 
and Revelation of God in my Heart, ſundry times when my Splrit 
hath had ſecret Conference with the Lord, at ſuch times as I 
have been abſent from men, or in the Night ſcaſon, in a true 
Monrnful ſtate of Pity towards the Souls of all Mankind, for the 
Eternal good whereof this is written. Dent 


In Wincheſter-Priſon, and Houſe of Correfion, being a cloſe Priſoner 


in a filthy Hole, the 16th day of the 11th Moneth, 1658. by me 
that have him to be my Life, who us a man of Sorrows ;, that of men 
am called, 


Humphry Smith. 


Any Dayes and Nights, and Times, and Seaſons, for 
MI many Weeks and Moneths, of late Years, have ma- 


. ny deep and ſerious Conſiderations been in me, and 
many Meditationsin my Mind and Heart, in the true fear of the 
living God, and often times-in quietnefs (waiting on the Lord 
God of Abraham) hath my Spirit had ſecret and private, yet 
plain Conference with the Lord, concerning the Teachers and 
Leaders of the People, even the Hireling Prielts of England (and 
other Nations) -and the Followers of them. And when I have 
weighed all in an equal Ballance, I haye found that it hath been 
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in pure Love to the Souls all Mankind, ard without Prejudice 


or Envy to them, their Bodies or Perſons, as they are the Crea- 
tures of God; ard the eternal Witneſs of God, in his Covenant 
of Lite, hath, ard doth, ard will juſtihe me herein forever. 

Ard when I have lcoked back upon the Teachers, and ſeen 
whata ſtir ard a noile is made among them about God and Chrift, 
ard Faith im bis Blood, avd Redemption and Juſt ification by him, ard 
all proceeding from that nature in them, which is at Enmity with 
Ged: And when l have ſeen how many Thouſand Thouſands, 
and Hurdreds of times ten Thouſands following of them, and 
Contending, Fighting, Stoning, Whipping and Impriſoning 
for them; and are guided, or rather blinded by them : . And 
when 1 have ſeen what cares taken for them, and to wphold 
them, by the great Rulers of the Nations, even Proteftor, Comn- 
«1, Parliaments and Fuſtices (beſides many T houſands of bruitiſh 
People that are ſtoning and fighting for them) that they mighs 
be upheld and maintained, yea, even in Exceſs and Fulneſs, from 
the Peoples hard Labours : And when I have ſeen how many 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds every year, they have received from 
the People : And when 1 ſeen, that notwithſtanding all this, 
the People are ſtill in Tranſgreilion, and fo under the Wrath of 
God, and yet know not how to come out of their Sin, which ſe- 
parateth from God, but that many Thouſands dye in their Sins, 
and many more are plcading for Sin, and many end their dayes 
ina Bed of Torment, gaſping, ſtrugling, grovelling and raig- 
ing in unquictneſs, under the horrible Terrors of the unutter- 
able ficrce Indignation-of the Wrath of the Almighty, and ſo 
godown into the Pit forever, as many have done, not knowing 
a reſting place in the peaceable {illneſs of God's Covenant of 
Life and Peace. S 

Oh! when (I fay) 1 have beheld, and deeply conſidered 
theſe things, and many more which might be named, and ſeri- 


j ouſly pondered them 1n my Heart, from a true fenſe of God's 


Pity to the precious Souls of a}l Mankind ; and from atrue Un- 
deritanding of the Terrible TUors, Civirath, I72ro2 and 
J1Icrplertry of Splrir that then comes upon ſUch who thus dyg 


= their Si1s, not reconciled to God, even then hath my heart 
| been broken within me, and nune Eycs as Fountains of: Tears, 


and 
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and a {ad Lameri'tion nightandday hath come upon me, ard a 
trac Mourning tor the lain of the People, who thus are cut off - 
from God, and leparated from the Land of the Living. O Wo 
i5 me ! becaule of theſe things my Soul hath been opprelled, and 
my Spirit grieved; and to the Lord alone hath a grievous Cry 


alcended up, and [ have faid, Oh that I could Mourn and Weep yet 


more in ſecret becauſe of theſe things ! 

And when | have looked upon the Prieſts and People, I have 
ſeen-platnly and truly from the Lord God, That the Spirit of 
Error and ignorance in them, hath been and is the very caule of all 
this Diſorder, Soul-Periſhing ſtate, that is in and upon the Sons 
of men, an&gheir continuance therein ; then hath my Spirit taid 
within me, #he Soul that ſinneth it muſt dye, but the Lord will re- 
quire their Blood at the hands of thoſe that have cauſed them to Err : 
And the Lord hath ſaid unto me concerning theſe Prieſts and 
Teachers, Ay hand is againſt them. 

And when | have looked farther back, and conſtdered them 
who were made Miniſters by a known Law of God, that they 
were declared againſt by the Spirit of Propheſie, and that they 
were {uch Shepherdsthat could not underitand,being greedy, and 
eould never have enough, 1/a. 56. 10, 11. and that they were 
bruitiſh Paſtors, Jer. 10. 21. and as Murderers, and Troops of 
Robbers; and that the Lord had curſed their Bleſlings, and 
made them bale and contemptible in the Eys of the People, 41.2. 
Then faid I, Ah ! what ſtate then are theſe men in, who are not 
made Miniſters by a Law of God, neither yet ſent forth by Chriſt, 
Mat. 10. but are out of his Dotrine, Mat. 23. and fo Enemies 
unto him, being known by their Fruits, Mt. 7. 15, 16. and are 
made Miniſters by the Will of men, and upheld by carnal corrupt 
Laws, and the Impriſoning of hundreds that are come out from 
them, that we may not partake in the Plagues with them, who are 
ſeen to beof Babel, Rev. 18.4. in whom is found the Souls of 
inen, and the Blood of all the Saints, from Abel unto this day ; 
and they have been upheld by the devouring of Widdows Houſes, 
the robbing of the Fatherleſs, the ſpoiling of the Goods of 
Hundreds, the Impriſoning of many until Death, the Rifling 
and Robbing of whole Houſes, as may be witneſſed in the Coun- 
vy of Kent (by a Paper entituled, A Horrible thing, and the Re- 


cord 
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 cordof Sufferings for Tythe) and many other parts in the Nation : 
> Andwhenl havebeheld theſe things, 1 have ſaid in mine Heart, 
Thoſe Minilters (or rather Deceivers) are far ihort, and much 
worle than them in the Prophets dayes, who were made Mint- 
iters by a Law of God, though they became as Robbers and 
Murtherers, 

And then havel alſo lamented the hard hearted blindneſs of 
many Rulers, in thele dayes, who have been worſe in their per- 
ſccuting of thoſe, who from the Spirit of God do declare againſt 
theſe Miniſters made by the Wills of men, than the Rulers 
the dayes of the Prophets, who did not ſo Perſecute them, that 
: declared againit thote who were madeMiniſters by aLaw of God: 
” And l\urely, Lhave faid, did not theſe Prieſts bewitch the Rulers 
that they cannot obey the Truth ? Gal. 3. And {o cauſe them 
to oLey them, or be as it were Slaves or Pack-horſes to thein, 
- even making their boaſt in Print, that they are ſtill ſpurring on 
the Magiſtrate, as Richard Baxter, Prieſt of Kidderminſter, hath 
> written. But ſay, were not the Magiltrates blinded by them, 
> andtherefore uphold them by their corrupt Laws, even giving 
> them Treble Damages, they would ſoon fall and come to 
 rought; for they are alrcady fallen under the Magiſtrates, and 
': come creeping to them in the Serpents Wiſdom, upon their 
> Bellies, which 1s their God, for more Duſt, or Earthly Trea- 
* ſure, Money, Goods, and Farthly things - Bnt the Biſhops and 
= thePrielts in their dayes, were exalted above the Magiſtrates z 
* and the Pricits have yet that Spirit of Pride, from which they 
write, as if they rid vpon the Magiſtrates, and ſpurred them 
> like Horſes; and tnis hath been ſo, but it may be otherwiſe : 
> Andl have lcen how the Beaſt, the Whore and the falſe Prophet 
> uphold one another, and ride one npon another, and the Prieſts 
2 ſpurring up the Magiſtrates (its their own words) and all making 
> War with them thart are ſanCtified, riſing up againſt them thar 
- are anointed, who need none to teach, and compaſling about 
-: them whom God hath loved,who are of the City where the Lamb 
2 15the Light, qnd need not the light of the Sun nor the Moon. 
> And when1 havethus pondered the ſtate and condition both 
= of Prielts, Rulers and People, and compared them: and: their 
#7 !tate with the Prieſts, Rulers and People in the-dayes of the 
\k | Prophets, 
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32 XJ Sad and Pourntful Lamentation. 
Prophets, and ſeeing the condition of theſe tobe much worſe, ' 
and many things more that might be named, and thar the latter |: 
eud of many 1s like tobe milerable; and that the Name of God | 
1s vlaſphemed by ſuch, who ſay they are Chriſtzans, and are nor, 
like them, Rev. 2.9. and that they are in the Blaſphemy, though 7: 
Rich men, who do opprels the Poor in Spirit, and caule them to |} 
be drawn before the Judgment-Seats, Fames 2.6,7. even then 


hath the contideration of theſe things often times brought a deep 


Mourning upon me, and Sorrow hath hiled my Heart. But when 
on the other hand, I have ſeen the Work of the Lord ſecretly © 
going on ina hidden manner, opening the Eyes and Underitand- © 
ing of many Rulers in the Natioy; and that many whoare, and |7 
have been in Authority amonglt Men, and inthe Army (have al- 
ready, and) are believing\in him who ſaid, / amthe Light, and F 
is the Lord of Glory, though as a Lamb dumb, and a man of *: 
Sorrows, not plcading his own Canſe, nor having whercon to 
lay his Head, but Sick and in Priſon; and that many devout and 
honourable Women, (as in As 17. 12.) are alſo coming, and 
come to the Faith which purifhes the Heart, and Reſpects no Þ 
mans Perſon, without which Faith in the Heart walked by, its 7 
impoſlible to pleaſe God. uy 

And when the Eye of my Mind hath been fixed upon that 7 
Obje&t, then hath my Soul magnified the Lord therein, and my 7 
$pirit hath rejoyced becauſe of him that bringeth, and is bring- 
ing Salvationz and becauſe of Righteouſneſs, Peace and true 
Judgment that the Lord is ſetting up over all, in the Hearts of ' 
many Rulers, and Devout and Honourable among the People, ' 
that in Righteouſneſs, throught Humility, they may come to be 
renowned with Honour forever. * 

Theſe things on that hand (and much which is coming topaſs | 
for an Everlaſting Good among the People, and is revealed in 7 
the Light and Forc-knowledge of God) hath given ſome caſeto | 
my Wounded and Troubled Spirit, and the Refreſhings of my 
Father's Love hath bound me upin the Covenant of Life, with 
the tender Sced in thoſe whom the Lord is drawing by his Love, 7 
through Humility, to the durable Honour and Riches which will 
gever fade : Surely herein hath-my Soul been made asa watred '| 


Garden, with the Influences of my Father*s Love, ſo that —_ ; 
Praiſes 
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Praiſes over all hath aſcended up to him, whoſe Name is bleſſed 
for evermore, becauſe he worketh, and none can let him. 

But when I have looked back "Un upon the Prieſts, and the 
many hundred Thouſand Souls, that are kept in the Witchcraft 
(Gal. 3.) Rebellion, ( Fob 24- 13.) gain-ſaying, blindneſs and 
ignorance, and the daily murthering of the Souls of fo many, 
then becauſe of the Shepherds, who deſtroy the Flock, there 
hath been in me a Lamentation, and a Cry : Oh the Prieſts, the 
Prieſts! ſurely Vengeance is prepared of God for them, Wrath, 
Indignation, Curling, (al. 2. 2. 2 Petr. 2. 14.) Bitterneſs, Tor- 
ment, Perplexity, Altoniſhment of Heart, Endleſs Miſery and 
Shame amongit men, from the wrathful Vengance of the wrath- 
ful Terrors of God, will come upon them in a Day unaware, 
and their Houles ſhall be 1.it unto them deſolate ; and they ſhall 
become a By-word amorg the People, as I have already'writ- 
ten, from the dreadful Indignation of the Lord God of Hoſts, 
in a Book entituled, Az Alarm, even 1o ſhall it come to paſs upon 
them; behold, it is haltning the Lord God of Hoſts hath 
ſpoken it, and his Word ſhall not fail, neitheir ſhall his Decree 
be changed. | | 

Ard when theſe things have come upon me, even as a Flood 
of mighty Waters, then have [ taid in the Grief of my Heart, 
alas for the Pricſts! The Prieſts, even the Leaders of the Peo- 
ple, where will they hide themiclves in this day of fierce Wrath, 
and fiery Indignation from the Jealous God of Majelty that is 
near at hand ? Ah ! how will Shame cover their Faces ? and how 
will their Countenances fall like Cai? ard how will they Curle 
like Shimes, even their God (and their King) who is the God 


of the World (and their Belly is their God ? ) and how will 


they ſeek Repentance with Tears like Eſau, who might have 
ſaid, He was of Abraham! And how will they Repent too late 
like F#d«s, who had obtained part of the Miniſtry, As 1. 17. 
and yet d<nyed him that was the Light, and betrayed him who 
comes to make an end of Sin, and was a Devil, and hanged him- 
ſelf, and yet had obtained part of the Miniſtry, Alas for the 
Pricits of England ! Are not they worle then Judas? Did rot 


? ke bring again and reſtore the Silver which he had taken? And 


cau the Prieſts of England do lo 4 Nay, they have walted is up- 
ON 
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on the Luſt and Pride, even abundance ; fo that if they them- + fs 


ſelves, and all that they have left, with their Wives and Chil- 
dren, ſhould be fold at the utmolt value (though 1 not delire it 
{hould be ſo)yet thereby could they nor reitore tie tenth part,nor 
one part ina hundred, of the Silver which they nave taken ; nor 
bring again the Money, as Judas did, which they have gained. 

T heretore have I ſaid, Surely a fad Day will come upon them, 
when they become a By-word, and a hilling to a.. People, and 
are turned out of their Parſfonages, Gleve- Lards, Tythes, 
Treble Damages, and old Mats- Houſes, s their Fathers the 
Biſhops, and Deans, and YQuireſters, and Singing - Men and 
Boys, were turned ont of their Pomp and Pride, vain Glorys 
Covetoulſneſs, Exaction and Tyranny, and out of their Bilhop- 
ricks, Denaries, and the like : And when allo that Gods Wit- 
" neſs {ball ariſe in them to confound them within, and the Light 
of Chriſt condemn them for their Deceit and Hypocritie, T'y- 
ranny, Pride, Idleneſs, fulneſs of Bread, Extortion, and all 
manner of Wickedneſs; Oh the Priefts, the Prieſts have ſaid, 
What a Day will this be unto them! Surely then, as 1 faid, and fay 
again, That the Shepherds ſhall Howl, and a bitter Lamenta- 
tion of the Prieſts ſhall be heard in all the Land, yea, the noiſe 
of their bitter Cry ſoundeth already in my Heart; and behold, 
I have ſeen their Wo, which is near at hand, their Wives alſo 
ſhall be left as Widdows, and their Children as Fatherleſs, and 
from the pitiful Benovelence of the People muſt they be kept 
from Periſhing in their Bodies; bur alas for their Souls ! who 
ſhall deliver them? And herein moreover 1s their State and 
Condition the more Miſerable, becauſe they will not regard 
this, neither would they at all be warned by them whom the 
Lord hath ſent amongſt them; and becauſe they will not ſee 
when the hand of the Lord is lifted up, neither regard the Word 
of his Power, therefore for their Envy to the Lords People ſhall 
they be aſhamed, 7/a. 26. 11. thatupon them it may be fulfilled, 
which is written, Behold, ] work, a Work in your days, ye Deſpiſers, 
which you ſhall in no wiſe believe, though a man declare it unto you, 
Acts 13. 41- 

Therefore have I conſidered, in the very depth-of my ſecret 
Mcditations; what ſhall be ſaid or done in thele things, m”—_ 

tne 
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the Prieſts have violated the Law, and made void that which is 
Perfect, and the Leadersof the People rebel againſt the Light, 
Fob 24.31. and harden their Hearts againſt Reproof, and will 
not be warned, that they mightelicape the Dreadfulday at hand 
therefore have | faid, Ah! ſurely the Lord will root them y 

Head and Tai!, Branch ard Root in one day : Ah! fruitleſt 
Trees, faid [, have not you your ſelves yet brought forth the fisik 
Fruits of the Spirit, which 15 Love ? And are not ye your ſelves 
yet come to that which fulfills the Law of God, to wit, Love ? 
Ard ate 10t 11 without it as ſounding Braſs, having rhe Tongues, 
and the like, making a Noltle among the Pegple, like ſounding 


Braſs, ard plcaling their Fancies as tinkling Cimbals, 1 Cor. 13. 


And have you been all this while ſowing to the Flelh? Andare 
you the men who deny him that makes an end of Sin, ard his 
* Blood which cleanteth from all Sin, and the Faith which puriieth 

the Heart? And are you the men who deny the true Light of 
him, whoſaid, I amthe L1, bt, which lighteth every man that cometh 
entothe World ? Are you the men that deny the Son of God, and 
will ye rot that he ſhould reign, that is of the Seed of Abraham 
who wandercd upand down ? And is it you thatare ſaying one 
© to another, ard tothe Rulersofthe Earth, concerning him that 


is the Light, This is the Heir, come let us Kill im? And would 


you not that he ſhould Rule, who condemns Sin, and faveth his 
People from thir Sins, and maketh an end of Sin? Surely, 
have | faid, even therefore will the Lord reward you, according 
to the Fruit of your own Ways; and as you have dgnycd him, 
ſo muſt you be condemned by him that is the Light,Foh.3-19.And 


as you have been, and yet are (with Plate, and others) of Babel, 
in the many Languages and Tongues, upon which the Whore 
fits; and as you have been, and yetareof the Nations, which - 


| aredrunk with the Wine of the Fornication of the Whore, the 
great Whore, Myſtery Babylon, that ſits upon man roy and 
hath corrupted ti:c Earth; and as you have been drunk withthe 
Blocd of the Saints, and maderich by the Robbitg and Spoiling 
of the Houſes ard Goods of many (even as Troops of Robbers, 
Heſ. 6.9. Forty in one Troop lately at Dorcheſter, feeding their 
Belly, their God.) Ard as you have devoured Widdows Houſes, 


and been druyk withthe Wine of the Fornication of the Whore, 
E 2. 4 and 


> 
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and the Blood of Saints; even 1o tha: you tave iiood wArink, 
and even ſo mult you drink the Cup of Altorv.wment, and erce 
Indignation of the Lord God Almighty, and £2 will plague you 
falſe Prophets, with the Whore together, ard the Beat and you 
mult be taken alize, and calt into the Lake of tire wich bLurn- | 
eth torever and ever. 

And when I have waited to ſe the crd of tlicſe things, and 
pondered this in my {ezrt, inthe Uprightnets of [Inuocency and 
pyre Simplicity of God, then hath it been laid 1n me, Where 
then will the Memorial of this Pricithood of tiele Nations, who 
. cam- up lince the Apoſtles days, and were delcended tum the 
B:ſh ps, that were commiiionated by the Pope, aud eita>lined 
by the Sec of Rome! Ard whata Howling, and a vitter Lamen- 
tation will come upon many in that day, when yfrcry B.bylon, 
the Mother of all theſe painted Harlots, comes to ve overturned 
forever ? How then will the Great men, and tlic Rich men, and 
the Mighty Ones of the Earth, Mourn and Lanent, bxcanſeof 
the Delolation of the Whore (with whom they have all along 
committed Fornication) and to {ce thele her Children ( the 
painted Harlots, the Prielts of England, who are covercd with 
Saints words.) even daſhed to pieces with the Light, which 1s the 
Stoge that is falling upon them, to grind them to Powder ? Alas ! 
alaz! ſay they, how many were made Rich ? And how many 
of our Children were like to be made Rich by being bred up 
under the Skirts of this Woman, who hath a Golden Cup in her 
Hand, holding it forth to all that will come to her ? And how 
many young men began to love her? Pov. 7. Alas! ſay they, 
were not many of our Children looking at the Golden Cup, and 
and growing, up under her Wing at Oxford and Cambridge, and 
indivers other Schools and Nurſeries, where the Languages and 
Tongues are, even Multitudes, -upon which the Whore lits, Rev. 
18. 1,15. who hath the Golden Cup, WH” the Kings, and _ 
the Great Ones of the Earth have drunk aBundantly ! And mult 
this Woman be laid Defolate ? And mult her Children be daſh- 
ed to pieces againſt the Stone ? (the Light) therefore is the 
Cry great, and the Lamentation will be grievous, when the Ini- 
quity is come to the full, the Sin ripe unto Judgment, the Beaſt 

ully fatted for the Day of Slaughter, and that come to pals, 
| which 
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which is haucnivg luddenly, though few can receive theſe things 
(unexpected by many) revealed in me, and the more are they, 
and many other People hardened and blinded herein, hecaule 
the Pricits are to high, fo great, and © ſtrong, 'and upheld by 
the Itrength of tuch Laws, even exceeding and doubling in 
their Power and Authority, the Laws that were made for the 
upholding of their Predecellors, the Jeſuites ard Vopilh Prieſts, 
ip the dayes of Queen ary, whole Law was but three Moneths 
Impriionmentzand now It is 11x;and then the Law was bunt for the 
1yrhes, and now it 1s three times as much, and ſo they are more 
higher exaltcd than ever, and.our Task is doubled and trebled 
upon us; aud bei:des, they cry out, We are Idle, and wander up 
and down. | 
|  Butletme Reaſon a little; Was it not ſuddenly after their Bon- 

dage in eEgype was doublcd, that the Lord overturned the migh- 
ty ttrength of the Oppreſlors forever ? and was not the cry of the 
oppreſſed great, becaule the Task was doubled upon them, who 
were in Bondage before ? And were we not before in Bondage, 
under Bithops, and Prieſts,and Kings, and T ythe, and is it now 
double and trebled ? And is the little finger of the Prieſts be- 
come heavier then the Biſhops loyns? And will not God vilit 
_ for thele things ? And doth not this ſhew that the day of Over- 
_ turning isat hand ? But ſay people, How can theſe things be, they 
ſeeming to be eſtabliſhed more _ ever ? Yetl reaſon again with 
{uch ; Who would before-hand have believed, that the Bilhops, 
who were far greater then they, thould have come tumbling 
down ſo ſoon, with perpetual Shame and Reproach ; and their 
Common-Prayer-books taken away, with the Prieſts [dolatrous 
Surplices, and manv ſuch things? And hath the Lord began 
with them the Head ? And will he not go on to finiſh his Work, 
in Confounding, and utter Overturning the Tail and Dreggs of 
them which are yet left behind, and are like unto unnatural chil- 
dren, denying their Parents, the Biſhops and the Pope; and 
yet creep into their Maſs-houſes, ard live upon the fame Main- 
tenance, which their Parents proyided for them, and yet call the. 
Pope, Antichriſt, (and he is 10) their great Fatber,] who ſet up 
the Biſhops, that eſtabliſhed them in their Tythe, 'Partonages 
and old Maſs-houſes; and fo the Pope being an Antichriſt ws 
Es ox 
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they come from the Biſhops, ſet up by the Pope, then it follows; 
that they are the Dreggs of Antichriſt ; and it their own words, 


Writings, Way, Maintenance and Pratices be but as it is, an... 
doth appear, then herein 1 do them no wrong : And theſe 


things have 1 alſo thus contidered, andleave to the conlideration 
of inch, who are not willing to remain in blindneſs, that ſeeing 
the Bilhops are overturned, though they were above the Magi- 
ſtrates, the Prielts may alfo ſoon be turned down by the Magi- 
ſtrates, ſeeing they are fallen under the Magiitrates already ; and 
they let them up, and put then in, and turn them out at their 
plcalure, and may ſoon turn them down when they are weary 
of being ſpurred by them. 

And as 1 have conſidered theſe things in the medifations of my 
Mind, ſo have I alſo canlidered the Words and Wayes of thele 
Prieſts of England, Ireland, Scotland, and other Nations, and 
what ado and a {tir they have kept, againft thoſe Prieſts thas 
cauſed Chriſt to be crucified ; and how he ſuſtered by them : 
And when | have weighed and conſidered the Actions of them 
Prieſts that did fo, and the Words and Actions of theſe Prielts, 
againſt them Prieſts, and the Ways of one and the other, I have 
then found, that theſe, in many things, are worſe then them; 
though they were very bad; and ſo both to. be denyed, as I have 
eonlidered according to Scripture : Thus ; 

The Prieltts, the Readers of the Law, which diſcovers Sin, 
but makes nothing Perfect, and the Scribes and Phariſees had .the 
Scriptures, and a large zealous Profeſſion thereby, but when 
Chriſt the living Miniſter came, who was the thing, or the Sub- 
| ſtance of which the Scripture declared, from which they had the 
' Profeſſion ; he being come, they knew him not; and therefore 
for a time the Scribes, Phariſees and Prieſts diſputed, reaſoned 
and contended with him, and ſought to entangle him inwhis 
words, and did ſeek occaſion againſt him, that they might de- 
biver him to the Rulers, and he diſputed among the Doctors ; but 
when much People believed on him, they cryed om, The whole 
World u gone after him, John 12. 19. Mat. 22. 15. But when he> 
who is the Power of God, had raiſed Lazarms from the dead, 
and out of the Grave, then the chifeſt of the Prieſts and Phart- 


| Secs helda Council againſt bima ; then they began to ltir, d ws 
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Beaſt began to rage; and they ſaid, This man doth many Miracles, 
and if we let him alone, all men will believe on him, and the Remans 
will come, and take away both our Place and Nation, Fohn 1 1. 47,48. 
And lo faith the Prietts now; 1f we let him alone,who is the Light, 
all men will bilieve on him, and we ſhall looſe both our Place and 
Nation; for who will fight for us (lay they) of all men come to 
believe in the Light ! which lets.men lee that Wars and Fighting 
comes from the Luſt, which Luſt wars againſt the Soul, Fames 4. 
But one of their own Generation, even a chief Prielt, told the 
relt, They knew nothing at all, Fohn 11. 49. (the Prieſts who 
deny the Light know nothing atall) and fo theſe chief Prieſts 
and Phariſees, who knew nothing at all, ſought the Lifeof the 
Lamb, ard to take him, verſe 57. And the chief Prieſts alſo 
conſultcd to put Lazarw to Death alſo, Foby 12.16. And ſo,the 
Pricſts row eek to kill that which Chriſt the Light,the Power of 
God, hath raiſed from Death. out of the Grave; for now the 
very thing it ſelf is come to Life out of Death, and this FTorments 
them excecdingly, even more then all the Words, Forms, Dif- 
puting and Profeſſions whatſoever that was before it. 

And it wasat the Paſſover, the Worſhip and Feaſt of the Jews 
that the Prieſts ſonght to kill him that had raiſed the dead. And 
when Fezabet, whoſe blood the Dogs mult lick, at whoſe Ta- 
ble the falſe Prophets feed, when ſhe intended to murther the 
Juſt, and take away the Life'of the Innocent, and give his Poſ- 
ſeſſion to another, *ſhe made a Feaſt, and that which feaſteth the 
one thing, Murthers the other : And at the Fews Feaſt, the one 
or the other was to be releaſt ; and at the time that they kee 
the Paſſover, who are the Fews outwardly, then he ſuffers who 1s 
the end of the Law and the Prophets; and ſo at the Feaſt of 
their Paſſover the chief Prieſts ſought to kHI him that was led as 
a Lamb dumb, and Satan entered in Judas, and after that, then 
Fudas went out from Chriſt the Light ; and when he went out it 
was Night, and then was the Son of man to be glorified ; bur 
Tudas who went out from him that is the Light, went to the 
chiet Prieſts and Captains; and they were glad when Judas was 
come among them, who was a Devil, and the chief Prieſts 
made a Covenant with him that was a Devil, and gave him Mo- 
ney to betray him who is the Light z And he that took the Mo- 
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ney had ohtained part of the Miniſtry, ard he was a Devil z 
and now ſuch Minitters that take both the Money, Body and 
Goods, are worle then Fadas, whom the Priclts lay, was Biſhop, 
(or a chiet Prieſt) becaule it is written, His Biſhop-rickl.t another 
take, Atts 1. 20, And ſuddainly aftcr the chict Pricits, had 
mauve a Covenant with him that was a Devil, was the Jews Paſſo- 
yer, at which time, he that comes to make an cud of Sin was 
betrayed, 'and then Judas (who departed from him-that is the 
Light, and wasbecomea Dcvil) betrajzed the Son of God, and 
had him led away to Ciba the High-Pricſt, and the chicf 
Prieſts and Elders, and all the Council ſought falle witnels to 


put him to death, zur. 26. 59. And the chief Pricit rent his 


Clothes, and accuſed him of Blaſphemy, in whom there is zo 
S:, and they all ſaid, He is worthy of Death, who laid,” God 
was his Father. And when the chief Pr:ejts had cavſed him to be 
brought before Plate, and Vehemently acculcd im of many 
things, yet Plate would have releafed him ; and when the chief 
Piretts and Elders law that, and that one ſhould be releaſed at the 
Feaſt,and that it might not be'the man of Sorrows, that 1s not of 
the World, but the Murtherer and Thichztizet had ſtole,therefore 
the Prieſts and Rulers then, perſwaded the Multitude, - That they 
thonld ask Barrabs the Thief, the Murtherer, and deſtroy Jeſus 
the Image of God, that comes to coi:demn for Sin, AZar. 27. 20. 
And io to this day, at the time of the Feaſt, the Tluct, and 
that which Murthers is at Liberty, and that 1s detroyed which 
comes to fave from Sin. | 
But the Govenour faid, Why, what Evil bath be done! And 
Pilate waihed his Hands, and confeſſed him tobe a Juſt Perſon ; 
but the chiet Prieſts and Scribes !itood and vehemently accuſed 
kim, Luke 23. 10. But Pare ſaid the third time, Why, what 
Evil bath he done ; Ihave found no cauſe of Death inhim : And yet 
the Prieſts cven forced P:lare, to do that which was Unyjult. And 
do not the Prieſts now even force the Magiſtrates, to perſecute 
thoſe that they find nothing in them worthy of Death or .of 
Bonds ? And lo the Prielits having provoked and inftigated the 
People thereunto, they cryed, Aw y with him, (that is the Light) 
and Crucifie him, (that makes an End of Sin) and the chief Prieſts 


alſo gays their Voice with them againſt him z an6 fo the ages? 
| © 
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of them, and of the chief Prieſts prevailed to have him ſlain, 
murthered and crucified,who is thePower of God,that had raiſed 
the Dead, in whom Pare could find no fault, neither yet Herod; 
ard when he was crucifted, who-is the Light, that condemns for 
Sin, then the chief Prieſts and Prefeflors kept their Feaſt, and 
their Pallover with the Shew-Bread,or Unlcavencd-Bread, which 
the carral Eye might ſee, and the murthering Pricſts feed upon, 
ard then they may talk of their Ordinances, having flain him 
that is given fora Witneſs, Jſ.:. 55. 4. And fo, ſuch as ſlay the 
Witnels within, are talking of the Ordinance; without; and 
they cryed, Away with him, (that is the Bread of Lite) and they 
Crucihed him (at whole preſence the Devils were tormented ) 
ard in the time of their Feaſt ard Pallover (who had the Oracles 
of Gcd) the Witneſsof God lay tain ; this may be read with- 
in; and upon their Salboti-Day, even the Lay of their Wor- 
ſhip (who worlhip in the High Places that which came to ſave 
from ſin, lay in the Grave, and they were reading that which 
diſcovered lin, but make nothing Perfe&t, and him in whom 
there is noſin, was in the Earth, 1n the time of their Worſhip, 
ard he that was the Light inthe Earth, was Perfect, but that 
which they read in the high Place made nothing Perfe&; 'and the 
place of Holy Worlhip 1s to be laid deſolate, and where Chriſt 
(the witnels) is not rilen; the Sin is not taken away, and there 
the Faith is vain. He that can receive it, let him. 

But after the Feaſt, hethat is given fora witneſs aroſe again, 
and io before the Feaſt of the Paſſover of the Fews and Pro- 
fellors, they murthered the Witnels; and fora time, while the 
Witneſs lay ſlain, they kept the Paſſover with autward Bread, 
in an outward Temple, ottering the outward Sacrifices, but af- - 
ter the Feaſt was over, and their outward Worlhip for a time 
ended ; then he that is given for a Witneſs unto the People, 
aroſe again ; and fo that which leades to Feaſting, murthers the 
witneſs of God, yet when the feaſting is over, and the outward 
Profeflion and Worſhip ended for a time, then he that is the 
Witneſs ariſcth, even the Light of Chriſt in the Confcince and 
condemns for ſin, and then the Prietts and Profeffors were, and 
are worſe then before : And when icmeof the Watch-came,and 


g&clared that he was riſen, who 1s 7 Witneſs {[ Mark, 
tacy 
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they that are vpon the Watchyare the firic that kiiow the riting of 
the Witneſs] then the chief Prieſts, who had mocked tuni, ark 
15.31. (thechief Prieſts were Mockers) afſemblud with the tl- 
ders, ard took counltel again ; tor then they were more tormen- 
tcd than before,and that which they feared,came upon them tor 
they {aid, this would be worle than that betore, theretore they 
{aid of him, This Decever ſaid, After three dayes I mill r1je agam ; 
Therefore, laid they, tet a Watch be ſet, leſt his Diſciples ſteal hign 
away, and ſay, He is riſen, and ſo the laſt Error be worſe than the 
firſt. And tothe Prieſts called the Relurrection of Chrilt Error, 
and Chrilt the Light, a Decerver ; and theſe Prielts now lay, The 
Light deceiveth, or,-is Natural, and not ſufficient. But Chrilt the 
Witnels being riſen again, the chiet Prielts gave large Money to 
the Souldicrs, to tcli Lyes of him and his Ditciples, and cauſed 
them to deny the riſing bf the Witnels, as the Prieſts do now 3 
for the WitneſSis in Man, 1 John 5. 10. And ſaid the Prieſts, 1f 
this come to the Governour®s Ear, we will perſwade him, and ſecure you, 
Mark 2.7. 62, 63, 64. Chap. 28. 11, 12, 13. And lo, the chief 
Prielts gave tome Money to have him betrayed and crucihed ; 
but they gave large Money to have the riling of him, who is the 
Witnels, the Relurrection and the Lite denyed, after he was be- 
trayed & crucihed ; and to them Prielts gave their Money to have 
him betrayed,by him that is a Devil,and gave large Money to the 
Souldicrs, to deny the Relurrection of him, and to tell Lyes, and 
the Devil is a Lyar from the beginning, and the Father of it. O 
horrible Abomination and Cruelty ! that ever the Prieſts, the 
Leaders of the People ſhould do ſuch things as theſe, and to be 
found themſelves the worlt of Men, or rather as Bcalts ! as it is 
written, 1 ſa'd in my Heart concerning the ſtate of the Sons of Men, 
that God might manif. jt them, and that they might ſee that they them- 
ſelves are Beaſts, Ecclel. 3. 18. 

And theſe things may be a warning both to all Governours, Off- 
gers, Souldicrs & People, thatthey may never more be deceived by, 
nor joyn to have a hard with the Subtil, Treacherous, Deceit- 
ful Prielts, (againſt the Innocent) who by their ſabtilty did 

nd do overcome both Governours, Fudges, Rulers, Sonldiers and 

Peeple, and lo crucified the Lord of Glory, and make it their 

bulncls evet fince to keep People from believing in bum, ery 
al 
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ſaid, 1 am the Light, believe mt the Light, Jolin 8. 12. eh. 12. 35» 
69 40. | 
: But mark and conſider ; Were thoſe Prieſts Wicked herein ? 
And were they Murderers and Abomivavle ? Then have I con- 
lidercd, low much worſe, and how tar more Abominable are 
theſe Prieſts of England, and other N ations thereabouts, who do 
ſeldom give People large Money to tell Lyes, after they have 
taught them ſo to do (unlels it be when they hire them to tell 
Lyes and Swear too, in bearing falſe Witneſs for them, againſt 
the Innocent) but they commonly force People to give large 
Moncy to. them for tzaching, them to tell Lyes, and todeny and 
murder the Witneſs in themtelves, which Witneſs comes to be 
received by believing in the Light, Johz 12.36. ch. 1. 11,12: 
1Jobn 5. 10. And lecirg theic Prielts do now get large Money, 
or take it by Force, for telling ti:e People many large Repititions 
in their Pulpits, one ycar after another, How Chrilt was cauſed 
tobe cruciked and murdered by the other Prieſts, who gave 
Money to have it done; and the People know that already. 
And when I have conlifered, how many Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds a year thele Prieſts do receive, and take by force, for 
telling the People, how Chrift the Light tuttered under the other 
Priclts; ard how he that condemns lin inthe Fleſh, ard ſaves 
from Sin, was called a Decever by the other Prieſts, then havel 
ſaid, ſurely theſe Prieſts are worſe than the other ; for they 
gave their Money, eyen large Money, but theſe take Money, and 
Money that is much more large, and take it by Force too, even 
Treble Damage,' or three times Treble what they demand, ard 
Rob whole Houſes, and have got the Rulers to uphold them in it, 
(never ſuch Robbers!) and take Tythe by force from ſuch as hear 
them not : And the firſt Prieſts that I read of in Scripture, who 
would take the Tythe or Offerings by Force, were the Sons of 
Belial, and knew not God, 1 Sam. 2. 12, 16. and they faid, 1 
yeu will not give it us, we will take it by force. And fo, they that 
took the T'ythe or Offerings by torce, were Sons of Bel: al : 
And ſuch Sons of Belzal now, who know not God, do not only 
take the Tythe and Offerings, but they take even Three times, 
or Sixteen times as much in ſome places, and ſometimes the Per- 
ſons of men beſides. And thoſe Pricfts formerly did give their 
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'Money ;, and Ssmon Magus would have given Money for the holy 
Ghoſt, but now thele Þrieſts force People to give them Money 
for their Meanings of the Letter: And when I have ſferioully 
conlidercd thele things, I have even ſtood as a man amazed, fay- 
ing, Who would, or how could 1] formerly have believed, that 
thcle Prieſts of England were lo far worle than them Prieſts that 
made a-Covenant with a Devil, and that cauſed Chrilt to ſuffer ? . 
Or who would have believed, that they were worie than Szmox 
Magus, in compelling People to give them much Money for their 
Meanings from the Letter? whereas he would have given his Mo- 
ney freely for the Spirit ; but the Spirit they have not to ſell, but 
if they had, what would they nct do for the love of Money, 
which Is ſo rooted in their Hearts ? would they not do as Jude 
did, who ſold him that was his Maſter ? but do not believe 
they would bring again the Money as Judas did, though he was 
2a Dev1l. | | 
And who could have believed, that theſe Pricſts .of England 
were ſo far worſe than the Sons of Ely, who were Sons of Belial, 
and knew not Gcd; for they would take but the Tythe and Of- 
fcrings by force, but theſe Prieſts take the Tythe and Offerings, 
and much more, and the Bodies of Men and Women mo, ard 
keep them in Priſon until Death, for whom they do no Work, 
and who dcelirc none of their Miniſtry ? And if they herein be 
rot worle than the Sons of Belzal, let all ſober-minded judge, 
and conſider this thing with me, that the firſt Prieſts that cauſed 
their Servants to take the Offerings by force, knew not God ; 
then ſay I, Alas! alas! for the Prieſts of England ! are they 
{o much worlſe than thoſe that knew not God ? How doth their 
Shame appear ? And who could have believed, that thele Prieſts 
were worle than Juqas, that was a Devil, who brought the Mo- 
Ncy 2gain that he had received 2 But when do thele Prieſts bring 
again the Money and Goods which they have received and taken 
away by force ? (though Judas did not take his Money by force) 
And low hard are thele words to be received by ſuch who have 
not yet come to {ce and underſtand theſe things? Ard how nn- 
willing will the Prieſts themſelves be, to believe the truth of this 
which I have thus weighed, and conſidercd, and pondercd in the 
Meditations of my Mind ? What horrible things from the Pit 
ps 0! 


Q V9 1 O73 TY we 


© * Go. 5 &, Earn. 


A Sadand Mournful Lamentation, 45 


of Darkneſs are theſe, that the Prieſts ſhould be worſe than 
Tad ! tor after he had betrayed the Innocent, he confelled, He had 
ſamed, and brought back the Money, but the Prieſts ſaid, Whae 
u that to us ? Andare not thele Prielts worſe than they ; for theſe 
do not only cauſe the betraying of the Innocent, and fay, What 
rs that ro us ? but they take Money, ard force People to give them 
large Money, for betraying that which is Innocent in them, by 
their Subtilty ard Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to decelve z 
and when they have betrayed the Innocent Principle of God in 


- © - People, by telling them, Jr will deceive them, yet they will not 


bring the Peoples Money back, as F#das did, nor lo much as cont- 
fels they have linned therein, but are Impudent : O hard hearted 
and unreaſonable Men ! (have | ſaid) What ſhall be faid unto 
them? Surely they are the worſt of men, and it had been good 
for them they had never been born, or had a bzeing upon the 
Earth. Did the Prophet Mourn over, or Cry aloud unto them 
that {pcnt their Money and Labour for that which fatisheth not ? 
Oh ! what ſhall I then ſay or write, or how ſhall I cry loud enough 
or mourn enough yet more in ſecret, or ſound a Trumpet to theſe 
dead lleepy Priells, who compell People to give them ſo much 
Money, or ſpoil their Goods, or impriſon their Bodies till 
Death, for that which is ſo far from ſatisfying them, that their 
Souls are murthered thereby, and the innocent meck thing in 
them betrayed, and the Witneſs denyed? Oh ! who can with- 
hold from declaring this? And who can but write it in a Book, 
that they may ſee the State which they are in, and that People 
may know them by their Fruits, which did never ſo plainly ap- 
pear as now ? | : 
And when theſe things came upon me, in the deep Meditation 
of my Mind, and Confefence in my Spirit, what a Condition 
was | oftenin! and how was my Soul overcome with Sorrow, 
my Spirit with Heavineſs, and mine Eyes with Tears? When 
did the Prophets ever ſee ſuch a Generation of Prielts as theſe? 


And what manner of Lamentation ſha}l | take up becauſe of theſe 


things? Surely I will cry aloud unt&the Lord in fecret, and my 
Soul ſhall pour forth Interceſſion to my Maker, and with Tears, 


_ asſtreams of Water, will I beg at the Throne of the Moſt High 


for the ſlain of the People that ar&Killed all the day long ; and 
| in 


> 


as Fdolatry declared agaitiſt, 


in this have Ll believed, that the Lord will near my Cry, and 
pity the People that are deſtroyed for lack of Knowicd ze, that 
the Witnels of God in them may arile, and that thc PLifoner 
of Hope may come to Deltverance.. 

And 1m this have I not been haſty 2s to uticr they Shame (tor I was 
ay ſelf a Preacher in the Pulpits) but 2 4 Aonrn! ii [tute oft times 
many Moneths or Tears, have I born this Bard; ru or have I now 
uttered or written this out of Prejudice towards the Perſons of any 
men, but in the Mournful ſtate of my long burdened and ;rieved Spirit, 
from the trne ſence of the Sad, Shameful and Miſerable ſtate that is 
coming upon them, and the Eternal Wo and Miſery that 1s like to follow 
after for evermore. The which I deſire they may eſcape by ſpeedy re- 
turning from the Way that they are in, now it 1s ſo plamly made mani- 
feit to be ſo exceeding Evi. 

by. I. 
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IDOLAIR 
Declared Againſt. 


T He Great and Mighty God, who made the Heavens, and 


the Earth, and the Sea, and made all men of one Blood 

upon the face of the whole Earth, and breathed into 

man that which is of his own Life, that by it man might ſeek after 

him, and find kim who is Infinite, Incomprehenſible, Eternal 
.and Glorious, even he dwelleth not in Temples made with Hands, 
Acts uf 24. neither is he worſhipped in one high place or ano- 

ther ByYany of the Profeſling Fews, who deny his Son, of whom 
he gave Teſtimony, That n him he » well pleaſed : Neither is 
there any Worſhip or Service accepted with him, but that which 
cometh from them who are led and guided by the Spirit of 
Truth, and ig-it Worſhip the Father, who is a Spirit, and de- 
lightcth not in thoſe Oblations that are Vain, proceeding = 
. . tneg 
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the vain Minds of fuch who take his Name in Vain, of whom 
he faith, In vain do they Worſhip me : And of all tuch, 1 ſay, their 
Faith is Vain, who are yet in their Sins, and found among the 
Gentiles, who ſacrifice unto Devils, and not unto God, being 
Childicyot Wrath, and Strangers tothe Covenant of Promilcy 
whole Prayers the Lord abhors, whoſe vain Bablings calt an 
ill Savour 1n the Noltrils of the molt High; and their coming 
together 15 not for the better, but for the worſe, even to feed and 
nourith the young Serpents, and to encreaſe in that Knowledge - 
which pufieth up, and encreaſeth ſorrow, the which knowledge 
the (Hireling) Prieſts Lips preſerve, which the Devil once 
taught, ſaying, Te ſhall be a4 Gods, knowing Good and Evil; and 
all they who encreaſe in this Knowledge, encreaſe in that in 
which the Knowledge of God doth not ſtand, neither can be 
received ; and fo the Wo from the Lord God will come unto all 
them that continue their ſeeking the Living among the*Dead, 
crying tor their place of holy Worthip (which is to be laid * 
Detolate) and living in Unrightcouſneſs, and in all Ungodly 
Practices, without the fear of God, and talking of him with 
that Mouth which is full of Curling and Bitterneſs, the Heart 
being not tarned to God, nor the Mind unto the Light of his 
Son, who are themſelves in the Jaws of Satan, and are ſome- 
times made ſenſible of the Power of the Devil working in themp 
ftirring them upto Wrath, and moving them up to Envy, Pride 
and Unrighteouſnels, and the Lults of the Creatures, and the 
Vanity of the Mind,but feel not at all the Power of God to work 
in them the newnelſs of Life,and his pure Image, who made man 
Holy and Upright; neither are they willing to receive that 
Power in them by which they might come to overcome their 
Sins, and be led upto him whois the God of the Spirits of all 
Fleſh, whom all the World, (not knowing). is ignorant by 
Worthipping, and denying his Son (who makethan end of ſin) . 
ard Contemning the Juſt One, who is a man of Sorrows, and 
_ denying him who 1s led as a Lamb dumb, and lighting him 
who 1s the Light, and refuſing him who is the living Miniſter, 
- not made by a carnal Commandment, but by the Power of an 
endleſs Life, who teacheth all to profit (who learn of him) and 
zone teacheth like him, who ſaith, Learn of He ; then not of 

* ayother, 
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4% _. © Jdolatry declared againſt. 
anothcr, not of a Hireling, not of one that pleadeth for Sins 
but of him that maketh an Erd of $in, whom God the Fa- 
ther hath given a Light to the Gentiles, 4 Covenant ro the People, 
that all men through him might be ſaved, who hath ipoiled Princt- 
palities and Powers, and all Antharities; and now all Domt- 
nions and* Authorities are to be ſubj<t ro Him, who laid, The 
true Worjhippers ſhall Worſhip the Father in Spirit and im Truth: And 
Truth is that which makerh Free ; but the Worthipping the Un- 
known God in a Synagogue, Idol Temple or Steeplc-houle, doth 
not make Free, neither makes an end of Sin, but all them that 
arc there, are in their Sins, and have not received Power to Over- 
come their Sins ; but are following ſuch Teachers, which Peter 
ſaid, ſhorld come in the latter dayes, who cannot themſelves ceaſe from 
Sin; And theſe Teachers, Peter {aid (and folay 1) that they are 
curſed Children, beguiliag ſuch unſt able Souls, 'who are carried about 
with airy windy Dottrines, after the cunning Craftinefs of men, who 
ftill lie tn wait to deceive, againſt whom we bear Teltimony, from 
the Spirit of Truth, which guideth us, not to handle the Word 
of God deceitfully, nor to make Merchandize of the People ; 
neither come we with Flattering Titles, but in the Power of the 
Lord, and in the Demoaltratior of his Spirit of Truth, do we 
declare againſt all Unrightcouſnets of Men, whether Prielts, Ru- 
lers or People, without Reſpect of Perions; and we declare his 
Name in the World, whois the Light of the World, and publith 
him among the Sons of men, who 1s Gods Power, that faveth 
his People from their Sins, who is the true Prophet, whom all 
are to hear, that all might come to learn of him, and be guided 
by him in the Way of Everlaſting Peace, that ſo ſnch as are 
Strangers to the Covenant of Grace (being yet in their Sins, 
and are the Outcaſts of 1/-ae!) might now come to be taught of 
the Lord, and hear the powerful Voiceof his Son, and not fol- 
low Strangers any longer, nor the dumb Idol Shepherds, who 
are become Bruitiſh, Fer, 10. 21. and cannot underſtand, 7/a. 
56. 11. that from themall, ſuch who fear the Lord might be ga- 
thered, Ezek. 34. and may come to know the one Lord, whoſe 
Name is one, and the one Truth, and the one Way, and the 
Wortfhip of the one true God, and not follow them any longer, 
who are Strangers to the Life of God, nor ſuch as cannot ceaſe 


from Sin, who are all inthe Curſe, being not reconciled unto 
| kim, 
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him, who was made a Curſe, and ſo they cone not to receive 
that by which the Curſe is taken away, and ſuch are without God 
” the World; and of ſuch the Lord: hath ſaid, Tox have wearied 
me with yovr Sacrifices, And fo ſay 1 to you now, you have wea- 
ried the Lord with your Words; and yet many are faying, 
Wherein have we wearied him ? | ſay, in this have you wearied the 
Lord, inthat you ſay, ſuch as do Evil are Good in the ſight of 
God, Mal. 2. 17. | | 
Therefore thus I declare unto you, whoare yet in your Sins, 
meeting, together in the /dol Lymples, Your Service 1s not the 
Service of the true God, neither 1s your Worſhip that which 
the Lord accepteth, for he accepteth none but the Worſhip in Spirit 
andin T:uth, rot in one high Place or other, but your Worthip 
is in ſome High-Place, Id<l-Temple. or Stceple- Honſe, where all 
manner of Y:perous Beaſts are round, and wnſanttified Perſons 
mc«et together, who commit all Abominations, and live 1n all 
manner of Filthineſs, ar.d yet lean upon the Lord,and ſay; Is not 
the Lord among us ? no Evil ſhall come witows : Whereas they are 
an evil and an adulterous Generation,adiulterated from the Spirit 
of Truth, in which the true Worlnip itands, and are #gner.mtly 
worſhipping in a Temple made with Hands, im which God dwellcth nit, 
neither is his Power there received to overcome the Sin; and fo 
the People are wearying themiclves for very Vanity, ard tra 
velling to bring forth Death, and labouring for that which pro- 
fits not ; neither do they come to meet the Lord in the way of hu 
Tudgments, nor find the Path of Life, where the Unclean can 
never come ; neither yet do they know the Bread of Life,nor drink 
bis Blood, that cleanſeth from all Sm, nor come to be tranſlated in- 
to the Kingdom of the Son of God, but remain in that Ground 
which was earſed by realon of man's Rebellion, Ger. 3. 17. Heb. 
6.8. which Ground being not removed with the mighty Power 
of God, the Bleſſing cannot be received, nor the Undeiftanding 
opened to know and reccive, that which rhe Natural Mm per- 
ceiveth not, the Eyes of their Minds being darkened, through the 
Ignorance that is in them, the Vail being over the Heart, when 
that is read every day of their Worſhip, which diſcovers Sin, 
but makes nothing Perfet#; which Worihippers did and do, Cru- 
gtic him that comes to take _ the Sin. . 
ut 
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Brit now he is come, who hath forever perfeHted thoſe that are 
fanttificd; and be tht ſarttifteth, and they no are fartiified, are al 
of one; But they that are not tarCtiticd arc 1.0t of the one, but 
are 1n the many Opirions, In the Luſt> of Igrurance and Wayes 
of Unrightcouinets, being not ceme tothe oe Frith, which purt- 
feeth the Heart, nor to krow the one Baptiſm, one Church, one Ways 
one Trith, one God, the Father of lim who b> the oe Light, which 
lichineh cvory rar that cemeth t3.to the Wirld; ofthe which Light, 
which tis but one, there 1s given a mcature to every one of you, 
which Light |lineth iniDarknelts,tlough 1.6t by it comprehended 1 
which Light wiil let you fee that you your lelves arc out of God's 
Covenant in the World's Worlhip, not 1econciled to God, up- 
holding Idol Temples ard Heathci.uh Cuitoms, with Bells, and 
ſuch things which tlie People of Ged never uled, but did and do 
deny forever, ar.d oxhort you aud ali others to leave worihip- 
ping the Beaſt, or upholding that whichis not the true Worlhip 
of the true God, praQtilcd by men of Sin in Stceple-Hoyles 
every F irſt-Day. 

Wherefore all People every where, leave your Jdolatry, which 
you have learncd and received by Tradition from the former 
Papiſts and Heathen, who worthip the Work of their own Haids, 
and. bow down to their own Inventions, as you long have done, 
. and for this many Hundred Years have been learning, and yet 
are not come to the Truth, neither to believe 11 it, but,remain 
in Unbelief and Ignorance, and your long time of Ignorance God 
winked at, Atts 17.30. But now Light 1s come, in which God is 
calling to you,ard all mcn every where to Repent and torlake your 
[delatrous Wor ſhip, which by you, a linful Generation, is practited 
in a Steeple-houſe one day in {even-and Cams Nature remaining 
in the inward parts,from the:which 1d-latry,ali that fear the Lord 
God of Abraham are now to come from the Uncleanneſs of that 
Worſhip which is upheld by the Heathery; for verily the Hand of 
the Lord God Almighty is itretched foi th againſt it and them. 

Wherefore, all People turn your Mirds to the Lord God of 
Life, who dwelleth in his People (ard not in Temples made with 
Hands) and hath given to every one of you a mcaſure of the true 


Light of his Son, which Light, in you, will let, you ſee your |: 


ſecret Sins, and will teach you and ſhew you plainly of the Fa- 
ther, 


Jdolatry declared againft. $1 


ther, if yon love it, and come to be led by it, to do God?®s will 
ſo may you come to worſhip the Lord God of Lite, in Spirit and 
11 Truth, with the Children of the Light and of the Day, which 
hath dawned upon many, who need not any man teach them, 
but are all taught of the Lord, Glory ard Honour, and Ever- 
| laſting Prailes to his bleſſed N ame forever and cver,. Amer. 


_- 


Worſbip, trom the true Love ot {0d the Father, in: pity to the 
Souls of them who have Eycs ard tce not, and Ears-and hear 
not, that they way come forth of Darkneſs, to follow Chriſt 
Jelus the Light of the World, wiv 15 uringing the Blind by a 
Way tiat tliey know not, 1/a. 42. 16. | 

Therclore 1s this to go abroad amorgg!! People, and read in 
Steeplc-Houtes, Streets, Market-places, Þ:wate Meetings and 
Families, that all may conuder what they have been doing in the 
S dark, Ezck., 8. 12. 


_ 8 FT 8. 8 


hk By a Servant of tbe [ wing Ged, a Sufferer for the 
r 1e/iimony of his Name in the ( ummon Goal aid 
Houſe of ( orrettion at Winchelter. 


| The 4th Moneth x | 
n _ }  Humphery Smith. 


H.2 | \ Man 


Given forth as a Teſtimory againſt all /d-lerry and Heatheniſh- 


- 
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Man driven outof theF arth 
and Darkneſs, 
Ey the Light, Lite, and Mighty Hand of GOD : 


Wherein plain and ſimple Truths are brought to 


light, that ſothe cauſe of Stumbling may be taken 


from before theEyes of both Rulers and all ſorts of Pro- 
; fellors in Herefordſhire, &c. 


Alfo, ſomething related of the Wondertul Power 
of God, in the Work of Redemprion and Reſtora- 
tion. Witha plain Self-denyal by him that takes 
up the daily Croſs. 


Behold, the Lord worketh wonderfully ; every Morning be bringeth his 
Fudgments to light \, he hath brought me back, from the Grave, and 
ſaved my Soul from Hell, and ſet my feet upon a Rock, | 


HE Living Truth of the Lord God, which he hath re- 
| vealed in me, by the mighty Operation of his Word of 
Life, which living eternal Truth being my Life, and' 
ſhall laſt. for evermore, and be asa Standard of the Molt High, 
lifted up to all the ſcattered weary Souls, that they may flow unto 
it, and have it to beuntoghem a place of Refuge and Defence to 
fly unto in the day of Diſtreſs, and by it come to be made Free, 
and init Worſhipthe God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, and feel ix 
intheinward parts, according as the Lord requireth, by which 
Truth man comes to be ſanCtihed ; for the Word that liveth 
- and abideth forever is Truth, which comes to be ingrafted into 
them who believe in the Light, and in it wait for the Promiſe of 
the Father, even that Spirit of Truth which the World cannot 
receive; for they know it not, it being in Gods —__ id 
rom 
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from the Wiſdom of the World, who know not him that 


- may be felt after and found, who is near unto every one of you» 


whole mealure of Light in you, is it you are all to know, by 1t 
tocome to know the eternal Power and Godhead, as they did 
who had not Scriptures, Ro. 1. 19. for the Light of Chriſt in 
you is that which 1s to give the Knowledge of God, 2 Cor. 4. 6. 


who hath afſuredly revealed his Son in me, and led me 1n the 


ſtraight Way to Life Eternal, and the enjoyment of the Truth, 
which is Immortal, the which being to me a Pearl of great Pricey 
and moreprecious than a thouſand Rivers of Oyl. ' 


And that none may be hindred from receiving of this, which 


I have molt aſſuredly found to be more excellent than the Royalty 
of Diadems, or the Excellency of the molt pureſt Gold, or the 
moſt Renownedſt Glory, Beauty or Riches that the natural Eye 
can behold ; and that all who breathe after divine Refreſhings, 
and the Relt that never ſhall be ſhaken, and the attaining to the 


_ Covenant of Life and Peace, may come to be gathered into the 


One Fold of bleſſed Happineſs, and reſt upon the Rock of Ages, 
and never more be moved henceforth and forever. 

And that if poſlible,all Murmurings & Reaſonings (concerning 
me, or whatI was) may be taken out of the Minds of all People 
of all forts, and that all Jealouſtes, Whiſperings, and Heart- 
burnings in the Wrathful Nature may be pailifted and: cooled 
with the over-ſpreading Streams of God's free Love, which 
truely is thed and groweth in my Heart, and ſtreameth forth as a 
Welliſpring of Life toward the Seed that is yet opprelled in 
them, among whom ſometime l walked in Darkneſs, & wallowed 
in Unrighteouſneſs,and afterwards ſtood up as a tall Cedar in the 
heightof Profeſſion, preaching great and high things daily unto 


_ others, whereby then | was admired by many Hundreds, who 
thereby came not to receive Power to overcome their Sins, nei-C 


ther yer atrain to that whichthe Souls of many of them thirſted 
after, whom ſince I have often mourned over 1n Pity, and in the 
Bowels of my Father's Love to the Soul in Bondage in them 
from whom I haye been long and far abſent in Body. 

And that none of them by looking and wondring at me, or 
any thing that hath befallen me may ſtumble thereby at the Light 


or Truth it ſelf, or be thereby kept from receiving the living 
Truth, 


o 
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Truth, or from giving hecd to that which all the Wite Maſter». 
builders refute; nor that they by looking at what 1 was byfore 
I received and lived in the Truth, and at that which juitly came 
upon me for my tormer Rebellion againſt tne Ligut, nor at tne 
Judgments of God that came upon me within or without, be- 
caulc of my unwillingnets to follow him who 1aid, / aenthe Lrgbr, 
follow me; aud laid, He that will not leave Father and Mother, 
Wife and Children, Goods or Lands for my ſake, 1s not worthy of me; 
aud he that will not deny humſelf,, and take up h1s Croſs and follow me, 
5 not worthy of me : And what a Crols it was for me to leave what 
I did, let that of God (in all that knew me) judge. But I lay, 
_ that none of them who are Colonels, Captains, Jultices, Pro- 
teffors nor People, by looking out at any thing concerning me, 
may not be with-held from receiving the Truth, and -ſo kept 
from that which is the way to the Father, and the Door to the 
Reſt for evermore. | 

Therefore hath it lay long (of late years) and often upon me,, 
2ndthat from the hand of the Lord, to lay ſomething before your 
Eyes (fye Rulers, Profeſſors and People of Herefordſhire, and 
thereabout)) endeavouring thereby to remove any cauſe of ſ{tum- 
bling, by reaſon of what | was, or of any falſe Reports raiſed 
upon me, whereby the whole Truth of God might be Evil ſpoken 
of. And this have I waited long to declare among you, either 
in Wores, Writing or Print; though thereby Shame might come 
upon'my former Courſe of Lite, when [ lived in all manner of 
Sinand Iniquity [except It were aCtual Adultery, Fornication 
and Murder} and though alſo hereby Contempt may come upon 
all that great Profeſlion I was in, when I preached daily inthe 
Synagogue, or upon allthat-l then ſpoke or preached, out of the 
Innocent Life of -God-; or if -hereby at preſent (utter 1 Reproach 
(as it is like Lmay by many) yet the Reproach of Chriſt is greater 
Riches to me than. the Treaſure, Glory and Preferment' of 
England. ; 
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Aud firſt, Concerning my Call out of the World, «r my going out from 
my Houſe Country and outward ” ar 


T He Light of Chriſt, which condemns the Eyil Decds, comes 
- from him who calleth his out of the World, and from their 
Employments, to follow him who putteth forth bis Steep, and 
thrulteth torth Labourers into the Harvelt; and Abraham, of 
whole Sced I now am, went out of his Country, and from his t a= 
thers Houſe,Ger. 12. and him God bleſſed and encrealed migiutt- 
ly; and the Lord allo called, and thruſt forth me, who ar lalt 
was obedicnt to the ,Command of the God of Abraham; and 
ever lince his Preſence hath been with me, and bis Bleſlings have 
I found, and the Encreatings of God have I received, Prailes to 
the Lord God of Lite for evermore, who hath called me by bis 
Word of Power, through his. Grace, which did teach me: to 
deny Ungodlineſs and Worldly Lults, and to obey his bleſſed 
Will, which was and is, my, SanCctification in Jetus Chriſt, who 
did alſo cali 21-tthew from the receit of Cuſtom to follow him, 
and Peter and John from their Employment of Fiſhing. and: 


made them Filbers of men; and Paul alſo being called, left 


his Employmentof Tent-making, (after a time) and was Obedi- 
ent to the heavenly Vition; and thoſe then became a Wonder 
and a Gazing-ltock to many, yet they continued on, Traveling 


through many Countries, as I ſince have done, preaching the 
Word of God with boldneſs. 


And one of theſe men, who were called from their outward. - 


Employment, faid, Every man, wherein be is called, there abide ; 
aAd mhereunto they were called, they did abide, (and io do 1) and 
when the Prieſts and Rulers would have ſtopt-their Mouthes by 
their Zommands, they ſaid, Whether it be lawful to hearken unts 
God or An, judge ye: But theſe Miniſters of Chriſt, did 


not ſay, he that is a Husbandman, therc abide; for Noah was a 


Husbandman, yet a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, and Eliſha a 
Plow-man, and Amos a Herdſman ; neither did they ſay, He 
thatis a Filherman, let him ſaabide ; neither did Chriſt ſay, he 
that will be my Diſciple muſt follow his outward Employment 
or Trade, but he ſaid, He that will nos hats Father and Mother, 
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Brethren and Siſters, Wife and Children, yea, and his own Life tos, 
eannot be my Diſciple, Luke 1.,.20. and if nota Liſciple, much 
Tbefs a'Miniſter of his. 

But hereby, neither Chriſt, nor them Miniſters of his, nei- 
ther | did, or do intend to draw or perſwade People to ldleneſs, 
or open a Door for any ſuch Evil, (neither is there many who 
are called out of the. World's Worlhips, and required to leave 
their Familics and called to the Miniſtry) but that here>y it 
may plainly appear, that the Command and Call of Cari't, to 
his Work and Miniſtry 1s to be obeyed, thovgh it be to the for- 
faking of Houſe, Goods or Lands; for a Miniſter of his, ſaid 
We have forſaken all ( And have not I done fo? ) and unt9 them 
who had forſaken all, unto all fuch was promiled a Hundred fold, 
Matth. 19. 17, 18, 19. And Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, be- 
fore one Fot or Tutle of bu Word ſhall fa: And truly, 1 have 

| found his Promiſe true, for a Hundred times Hundred fold have 
I already received, blefſed be the Lord forever. 

But how contrary it was tomy own Will to fulfill the Will of 

the Lord. in leaving my ke with o and outward Buſineſs in 
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the World, let all them judge with the Light, who knew my 
Converfation therein, - and ſaw my Eagerneſs in the things of 
the World and Contrivances therein, beyond many men, my 
Heart being ſet mn the Earthly things, being very fterce in La- 
bouring therein, for the getting and encrealing of the Fruits of 
the'Earth, as though I would have laid up Treaſure for many 
Years, which might have been good in its place, if my Mind 
had been redeemed out of it, and my Heart from the Covetouſ- 
neſs thereof; but I ſay again, it was much contrary to my ſtrong 
Wiil, to leave theſe things and the love of them, and much more 
that might be named, and be taken from it with a'Hundred and 
Fifty Pound loſs, and be expoſed to Want, Hardſhips, Revi- 
lings, Impriſonments, Whippings, Stonings, and ai} manner 
of crnel Torture, that the Sons of men might have Power to 
inflict upon my-Body, and. for me (that ruled over many, and 
was reſpetted by many) to become a Servant unto all, and coun- 
\ted the Off: ſcouring, of all, and be abuſed by any Boy, or the 
Viteſt Perſon I meet; and itwas munch contrary to my Will, to 


refuſe thas Glory, Honour and Preferment of the tr 
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which was offered me by the Rulers theregf, when I was beloved 
of them, and Hundreds more; , and when I preached among 
them in the Pulpits daily, and was then called of men after, 
like the Hirelings of England, who being 1n the Curſe cannot ceaſe 
from'Sin, 2 Pet. 2. 14. yetl ſtill refuſed their Unrighteous Gain, 
and denyed all their Gifts and Rewards; for the Lord, in his 
| Mercy, Kept me out of them Temptations, though ſometimes 

ſome that were then near Friends unto me, would have perſwa- 
ded: me to have taken ſomething of what was offercd, as to live 
upon, but I durſt not, if 1h.:d wanted Food or Raiment ; but 


anſwered one Juſtice, who was propoſing mea free Gift toward 


Maintenance, which might have been worth a Hundred Pounda 
Year, or more, ſecing 1 left my Employment, freely to preach: 


daily, but I fay, I aniwered, I ſhall rather goin Sheep-Skins arid | 


Goat-Skins, and eat Bread and drink, Water; and that little ho- 
neſt,; meck Principle in me, which then kept me from that (and 
ſach Temptations) in due time led me to be Ruler over much, 


which before | had not Power over; therefore I fay.unto all, it is 


good to be faithful ro the little meaſure of God in the Conſeience. 
For when I was:but young and void of the' knowledge of 
God; or his Way of Holineſs, my Mind ran much in the Earth, 
with a covetous care, how to gain the Riches thereof; -and even 
then did the Hand of the Lord follow me;and his Witneſs in me 
did ſo-judge and condemn me Night and Day for my Evil,that at* 
laſt I was {carce able todoany thing in the Earth, or goupon it; 
& then waiting to ſee what the reaſon was, after many Hours, 
| far; clearly, if | would leave the Wickedreſs of the warld, 
and follow the Lord and truſt him, I might have Peace, and if 
not, I was like tobe cut off: And thenl left ſome Sins, and re- 
ſolved to hve*more Holy, and began to Pray and Read, and 
then | went to follow the Pricſts, not knowing that in me which 
{ was to hear a1 d fullow, yerir ſecretly led me ont of fome Evil, 
and fo into fome Peace; ard then my Heart was cxalted in the 
Earth, though I encreaſed in a Profeſſion. — | 
' And when | was in the height of the World's Way and Wor-- 
ſhip; and expecting Riches to increaſe, ' even then ih.an .unex- 
pected time, -did the dread of the Lord fall-upon. me, and his. 


wonderful mighty Power wrought exceedingly in me, to break. 
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me off from all my Wayes, and ſeperate me from all th 
Worthip of the VVorld, ard gave me to ſee the Aboguuee 
tions of all the Prayers of the Wicked, and the lnvalidity of all 
the Worlhips of all Mankind, who are out of God's Covenant ; 
and the Operations then upon me by the terrible Hard ot the 
Lord, and the ilrivings that were in me, can never be declared, 
and then did the Lord command me to follow him in Obedi- 
ence to his Wiu, to declare againſt all Unrightcouſnelſs of men, 
which 1 iaw in the Light ot Lite to be in Preeſts, Rulers and 
People ;, ard | then ſaw clearly, in the eternal Light and fore- 
fight of God, the Hardſhips, Cruelties, Whippings, lmprifon- 
ments and Dupgeon, and many tuch things, which lance in part 
have been upon this Body fultilled,. as may be read in ſeveral of 
my Books, (read tie Tree Rle) and at that time did the powers 
ful Life of God ſo much break through me, with tuch unipeak- 
able Love, that 1 was even willing to leave all & walk with God. 
But then contrary to Paul, I realoned with Fleth and Bloods 
that I ſbould be eſteemed a Mad-man, and that People would not be- 
Geve me 4 and that I was not fit, (and many iuch things : ) Then 
the Word of the Lord was ipokcn in me, ſaying, Who is it that 
openeth the Mouth ? Is it not I the Lord? T hen was my Bowels even 
tirned within me, with the conttraining Power of Gods Eter- 
nal Love, and I began to be willing ; but when that was alittle 
over; the Tempter being near, ' reaſoned concerning my Wife 
and Children, How they ſhould be provided tor ? and preſent- 
ly the Promiſe of the Lord was, Thar they ſbould be cared for ; and 
his Promiſe was to me, That he who converteth Souls to God, ſhould 
ſhine a the Stars forever * And when | hadreceived them V Vords 
into me, | was overcome with the Retfreſhings of God, and at 
the preſent made willing to undergo all Tribulations, if in my 
whole Life | did Convert but one Soul to God, lecing and feel- 
ing the Redemption of one Soul to He to precious, the which 
then grew ſo ſtrong in me, that | was ſcarce able to retain from 
preſent aftual Obedience to God therein; but when | looked at 
my outward things, ard how firit to ſettle that in order, then 
was | by Temptations made afraid, | That it was a Diluſion, or 
ſomething of the Devil transſm md 25 an Angel of Li,ht; and then 
between both, I was in much Trouble and Liſticls, not know- 
wg 
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ing what todo, having not then known any called Quakers, nor __ 
any ſuch Operations 1n any man in thoſe dayes; yet that could 
hardly prevail to make me believe it was a Temptation : But at 
lait, reaſoning about cutward things, 1 then reſolved not to 
leave them, but to mid the things of the World, and not 
obey that which calicd we out of the VVorld. :” 

And'to write in {hort; ar lat I did ſtrive and joyn with all 
the Powers of Uarknels that | could, and uſed all means poſ- 
fible to drive the Power of God from me, and the Thoughts of 
him and his Works out of my Mind ; but Wo was me atter for 
it, and it had been juſt, if his Spirit had never ſtrived more with # 
me,bur left me to be cut o!f forever, and to remain in the horrible 
Pit of Darknels; (And 1urely it was for the good of others that 
the Lord did ipare me, ſome whereof may now with me rejoyce 
for _ | 

For when all was too little to overcome-the mighty Power 
of © od in me;. thendid the love of the World prevail, and even 
thirſtings, tor the loye of it to come into my Heart, to drive out 
the Love of God; at laſt, I with it againſt God prevyailed,though 
the living Power of God was ſo great, that the Devil, the Flelt 
and the World was ſcarce able to overcome it for a time ; and fo 
I have ſeen Cnildren, Wite, Farms and Oxen to hinder from 
the Kingdom of od; but that which hindred molt was the 
love of outward Goods: And fo it was but juſt with Gad, to 
take that at tic lait our of the way ;z and if he had {weptallaway 
in his Anger, as from Job, he had done me no wrong, _ 
But when lhad this, in a curſed manner;overcone the ſtriving, 
of the ſweet and lovely Spirit of Truth, yet was L not quiet, bur 
much troubled, and in a ſad Condition, which I was notable to 
hide from the Warld, who faid, I was going Mad, ſeeing me fo 
changed into Sadnels, but of all this, and-mnch more, 1 durſt” 
not then ſpake a word to any Creature. Y79, 

And now mark, what for my Rebellion did juftly follow : 

My outward Goods,  wiiich | then loved more than Chriſt, be- 
came asSa Prey and a Spoil to unreafonable men, and moſt unjuſt- 
ly on their parts, was by them deprived of it; and the Lordal-. 
ſodried up all my Springs within, that fich a time after I knew, | 
that I was left without _ being inthe horrible Pir.of Dark- : 

| 2 nels, 
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neſs from God, that I could neither pray nor bclieve, but con- - 
cluded, that 1 was accurſed 'from God forever (and that whick 
diſobeyed was accurfed) and being in a fad miſerable Condition, 
reiolved to write a V Varning toall People, thatthey might take 
Example by me, and never reſiſt the Spirit as | had done; but 
before I could write' (lirking down into the Condemnation 
without Murmuring againſt God, knowing him to be jaſt, if he 
eaſt me into the nethermoſt Hell forever) -the Lord had CompaF- 
ſion on me, and lifted my Soul out of the Horrible Pit, and itaid 
me with his haiid for a time yet afterwards his Aftictions fol- ' 
lowed me 1n Judgments within, ard much trouble in things with- 

out, which my Heart was 1ſo- upon, and yet for-a long time I 

turned not unto. the-Lord that -dixl {mite,-that: his hand- mighe 

make whole, though Cheeks had by his Light inmy Conſctenee, 

but ſtrong was my V Vill about it,until the fterce Judgment of the 
Lord did: often break forth upon me with much Altoniſhment of 
Heart, and Horrible Indignation{not-to be uttered) with Tears 

as ſtreams of V.Vater from mine F.,yes night and day, when it- 
came upon-me with Tremblings and Breakings, which broke-the- 
hardneſs/of my Heart, and opened” a +way to ſomething in me, 

which then I dearly loved ; but going out again from that, / rea- 

ſoned about. my Ontwards, ' ard not waiting to recelve Counſel 
from the Lord, -{ went unto a Rich Underltanding man'in out- 

ward things," whom'/ loved, -whomay yet remember, that Il made' 
my Complaint unto;! That 1 wat-not able any longer-to abide in the. 
Way of the Wort; whoſe Counſel I then took, and-my-own Will: 
together,and To ſought to keep two Kingdoms ſome time longer, 

and therefore much Tronble followed me within, and V Vaſting, 

Loſs, Shame and DeſtruCtion upon things without. 

But however, | duxit-do-no Jeſs than follow the Lord, and be 
Obedient unto him, 'whatever-Lofs I ſuffered, or whatever Shame 
or Reproach I might undergo, though often times I was afraid 
that this Powerof -God in me would ſoon come to an end, or 
fail from we, and that then I might retnrn -to my outward Em- 
ployment with great Shane and Loſs, and that then, inſtead of 
doing Service for God, | __— bring a Reproach upon his bleſ- 
ſed Name, and my ſelfthereby bea Hiſling-ſtock toall men, and 


they ſay, [began to build, and not able to. finiſh, and this aHo kept 
me 
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we back very much. - But ſuch was the Everlaſting Love of the 
Lord, who is known in the Ways of his Judgments, that his 
Hand was heavy upon-me, and. his Judgments encreaſed in me, 
that there was no way for me to eſcape, but 1 muſt be Obedient, 
and bow under-it, or be-cut off forever by it, ſo that my Bowels 


were often pained in mk, and it is like for many Weeks had little 


ſleep or bodily reit, and ſometimes knew not my Wife and Chil- 
dren, that | felt and heard in the Bed by me, but thought 
they were People I hould not be with : Ard therefore one time 
after it was day, I was riling and putting on my Clothes in a fober 
manner, and 4in Meekneſs faid, Surely 1 ſhould nor be here, and 
my Wife then laying hand on me, ealily perſwaded me, but I 
laid, 1 kyow not who] amwith ; neither did I know her Voice at 
thattime : And ſome time after, having endured much, 1 told 
fhe and my Family(with Heavineſs and Tears) That I was net able 


' to endure it any lenger ; and that Thad abode with them in the way of 


the World fo long as poſſible I could , and that I muſt give up my Life te 


ſerve the Lord , deſiring them (witti Tears) ta be Content, and 4n 


what 1 could, I ſhould be careful for their goad 44 ever Imas: And 
this is true, and but little of what might be written. 

For another time formerly, the Light of Chriſt in me (which 
then | knew not) did ſo condemn me, and judgeard trouble me 
in ſecret, that it brought Sickneſs upon me, and thereby being 
Weak, expecting | ſhould dye, I was then much troubled, and 
it lay much upon my Conſcience at that time, that | had not in 
the time of my Health gone -to the Steeple-houſe, and in 
the. fear of the Lord warned all People. to Repent; and | was 
thenmuch grieved becauſe I thought | ſhould dye, and not firlt in 
that thing diſcharge my Conſcience. 

Ando, theugh I might write much, by whatis written may 


appear to the Meek and Sober-minded, that the Lord did not. 


only call, but alſo thruit re forth of the World into his Harvelt, 
and this was of God, and the operation of his powerful Word, 
which called me out of the World, and Hundreds ſince, by the 
Word of his Power through me have been gathered out of the 
Way of the World, and received the Earneſt of the Reſt Eternal, 
and many converted unto God, and Wo be unto them whoopen=- 
ly oppole me in this the Lords Work 1 now amin, which he _ 

taus 
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62 _ Wan diibenout of the Earth « Darknefs.. 
thus called me unto; and let none think that I did wilfully neft- 
left my outward Employment ; neither let any one think, that 1 
lett my Family,-as not regarding them, nor that | ſtay much ont 
of that Country for any By-end ; for the words are true, A Pro- 
phet us not without Honour, ſave 1n his own Country, and in his own 
_ and thoſe that did ſince {eck to top my Mouth, Gid not 
Well. ; 
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Concerning my publick, Preaching, and ſomething of what followed. 


> þ Hat none may ſtumble thereat, and ſay, We called Quakers 
are ſuch who change from one thing to another, and ſo what we 
bold not to be regarded : But 1 ſay, TI hoſe that have no changes, 
are not come into the fear of God, -Pſal. 55. 19. and rhe Fear of 
the Lord is to depart from Evil : And they that depart from Evil are 
become a Prey; but ſuch were cleanſed and changed from Glory to Glory, 
2 Cor. 3. 18. and grew in Grace and Knowledge in the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt. Ard what 1 did or faid then, was in a great Zeal and 
real Intent to'do good, neither did I covet -mens Silver for it, 
neither was it my end to make a Gain thereby, though much was 
freely offered me, more than I intend to make mention, though 1 
received it not; ſo that therein I was not much found in Cove- 
totſneſs. But when Judgment came upon me, as before-men-_ 
tioned, I gave up that Preaching, and 1aid at the -laſt Meeting 1 
had then, which was at Stoke-bleſe, That my Mouth was ftopt at that 
preſent, but if ever the Lord ſhould open my Month again, I ſhould 
Preach indeed; and it is ſo, Praiſes to the Lord forever, who 
hath indeed opened my Mouth, (and ſince I was no longer 
Rebellious ) —_ the living Truth of Jeſus Chriſt do l declare, 
and bear Teſtimony to his Name where-ever I come, as his Spirit 

' moveth me. | 

And let none hereby think, that I now glory in what was then 

my ſhame; for though I had a great Zeal then for God, it being 
not according-to the Knowledge of the Croſs of Chriſt, which 
crucifies to the World, and all its vain Cuſtoms; the which Croſs 
being then left behind, which is the Power of God, ſo the Love 
of the World, whichis. Enmity to God, remained in me, and 


the Root of Iniquity not then removed out of my Heart, m_ 
Sa OFe 
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e.Frutts of Diſobedience in ſecret were ſtill brought forth, 
which the World took little notice of, but | had one = me,who 
did let-me ſee all that ever 1 did, and reproved me for vain Glo 
Ty, and baving the Praiſe of Men and the Love of the V Vorld, 
and {o my Preaching did not bring Souls bome to God, though I 
informed their Minds of many things, which many ignorant 
People knew not before z and ſo though much Love was in many, 
yer this brought not forth Fruits of Obedience unto God, and {> 
all came to little ; for the People remained in their Sins, and re- 
ceived not Power to come out of them ; neither came they out 
of the Faſhions ard Cuſtoms of the World, nor to be ſeparated 
” fromthe Unclean;z neither did they 'come to the Faith of our 
” Lord Jeius Chrilt, which purifies the Heart, ſtands in the pure 
= Conſcienceand reſpects no mans Perſon ; for unto that I was nog 
* then come my ſelf: And lo their Faith and mine was vain, be- 
' Ing then in our Sins. | 9 
Therefore let none think, that 1 now juſtifie any Deceit, Hy- 
"crile or lecret Evi, that then was in me, or practiſed by me z 
ho in the Preſence of the Lord Gcd | do openly declareagainſg. 
itall, ard that Spirit that afted me therein (but 1 own that 
ſimple thing, which then encouraged me to do good, out of an 
Hovelſt intent, aid that kept me ont of Covetoutnels, and from 
receiving of Gifts.) And / openly declare againſt ail Cruel 
Urjult ard Ungedly Actions and Words,and all that Filth which 
I wallowed in, before { was a zealous Profeſſor, as it is known 
to many Ungodly Perſons, how / was once as Wicked as many 
of them, whom 7 warn all to Repent, otherwiſe they cannot 
eſcape the Damnation of H-ll. : : 
| And 1 utterly deny, and declare againſt that Blindneſs and 
| \Hypocrilie / was in, when / followed the chief Prieſts from one. 
% Idols Temple toanother, who were chiet in the Serpent's Wife 
7 dom, deceiving me and many more, and taught me that Knows 
” ledge which came from the Devil, who faid, Te ſhall be 4 Gogs, 
knowing, Gen. 3.5- And in that Knowledge (in which every 
man is Bruitiſh, Fer. 10. 14.) from them Hirclings 7 encreaſed 
in that which puffeth up, and encreaſed my >orrow, as before 
was mentioned ; for by that Serpent's ſubtilty, which / learned 


from them without me, / fought againſt and reliſted that which 
. Was 
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64 Wan diven out of the Earth # Darkneſs: 

was holy in me: Therefore 7 declare in-the Name of the Lord, 
Gcd, that all the Hireling Prieſts do more harm than good, and 
ſhall-never bring People to receive the Power of God, but lead 
them into Subtilty,and further off from the Knowledge of that of 
God in them, Kom. 1.19. Ardas true as the Lord © od liveth,up- 


on their Death-beds {bail both Prielts and People witneſs this to 


be true : Ard its allo as true, that 7 write this without any Pre-- 
judice to any of their Perſons, but in Love to all Peoples Souls 
do I warn all them Hireling Prieſts in Herefordſhire, and elſe- 
where, to leave deceiving the People z for abſolutely the People 
are deceived by them, and forced to maintain them too, who 
may be warned of them by what 7 have learned. by Experience 
from them, having tricd them and their ways to the ntmoſt, and 
have much experience,of them more than many Country Pceple, 
whoſe Souls I truly love, and therefore this / write. 

And 1 declare againſt that which ruled in me in the time of Ig- 
noranee and Perverſeneſs, and aCted me in Cruelty or Oppreſlion 
towards any Perſon; or to Wrong, Defraud or Inſult over any 
one in Tyranny, either by Word or Aftion, or wherein I abul- 
ed or {mote with Envy (which4s of the Devil) Erither-man or 
Beaſt, and that whereby I was led- into any manner 'of Hypo- 
crilic or Double-mirndedneſs, or any manner of Evikwhatſoever, 
which was Urjalt in the fight of God, "though not ſeen by Man ; 
or any ſecret Evil that then lodgcd inthe dark Corners of the 
itoney Heart then in me, whereby any thing didariſein me, &r 
procced from meg, which was contrary to the Humble, Meek, 


' Invoce::t, Upright Lite of the Lambof God, wha is now come 


and hatli :aken away the Sin of the World, and is Pure, Humble, 
Aeck ard Lowly, whole Lifeand Power of Love conſtrainerth 
me to declare openly againſt all rat which was doneor ſaid by 
mein Envy, either openly.or ſecretly againit any Creature ; 'for 
wat? is nothing done: in ſecreet , that ſhall rot, be- made 
,n.inifelt. 

And let all who knew.me before (who are ſaying, 1 ps an 
Loneſt man, be warned of the likz Ewil, and leaveit, conlidering, 
that if the ah gs ſearcely be ſaved, where ſhall the Ungodly and 
Semner appear ! for many did look upon me, to be either a Godly 
or an Honeſt man, yet.am I made willing to let open Shame come 


upon 
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Man duiven cut of the Earth # Darkneſs. 65 
wpon all that, which then was in me contrary to the Riginteoul- 
nelGot God; for he alone is to be exalted, ind the Tranfereffor is to be 
alhamed,Plal. 25 3. And every mouth [hall be itopt, and eyery 
one itand guilty before God, and ths Shame and Nakednels of 
all, both Prieſts, and Fathers, and ?cople thall appear as much 
3smine, when Gods Witnelis in them artle, though they cover 
it for a time oy deceitfull Flatterics, Promi'ing Liberty, but are 
as deeply tie Servants of Corruption as | was. 

And 1 do atlizm in the preſence of the Lord God, that there 
area Generation of Profetlors, who follow Sermons, and have 
gathered themlelves into o:tward Forms, who are grown up 
into a Profcilion and Knowledge in the Letter, who are further 
off the Life of God rhan the Cablicans and Harlots, and are 
grown into Pride, Hypocrilie, f{ecret Deceit, Arrogancy and 
Covctoulnels; and lome of them fora time denied the Prieſts, 


and then for theirown ends, got into their places, and loare 


more Abominavle than they, and the Tree ot Knowledge they 
feed upon; but tle good favour of pure Ovedience unto God, In 
all Selt-denial, they have caſt behind their backs, and are be- 
come an ill Sayour among all men : And the Lord God will vi- 
lit them for thele. things; and in the Day of his fierce Wrath 
will all ſuch want a Hiding-place; and when the day of Howl- 
ing and Aſtoniſhment come upon them, as it hath palled upon 
me, then thall they know that the Sinners in S:o# ihall be afraid, 
and Horrible Feartulnets.ſhall furprize the Hearts of the Hypo- 
crites, and then thall they find, that God will not be mocked, 
though they deceive themiclves with vain Hopes, which ſhall 
periih with all ſuch Profeſlors, if they Repent not, ard ſtrip 
themſelves bare from all their falſe Coverings, which in the day 
of the Lord (which they put afar off) will certainly be all too. 
Narrow : For becauſe ot the greatneſs of my Proteilion, with- 
out the Power that overcomes all Sin,therefore was the Wrath of 
God the more upon me, ardI never came to receive Pardon for 
Sin nor-Power over 1t, nor to receive the, Life of the Son of 
God, until his Judgments had. confounded all that Wiſdom, 
which I had learned from and among theTPrieſts and Profetlors.. 
_ this is abſolutely truc, and may \be a Warning unto all 
Znem, N 
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— Grd all that js kercin declarcd- ct the Strivings in me, and 
Jregwerts ct Ccd which cGn.cty cn me, is very tort of what 
It was, Lenher 11 Cecd, canittccver dedlared, being then con- 
tour.ded Loth within ard without, rot havirg, any man tobe a 
Lircctor unto me, nor then to guide me in Gods Wiſdom, neither 
Uidany man brirg me untothat Condition, wor lad me through 
it, butcver the Loid alone, in whole judgments 1 now rejoyce 
tor eve1more, but this eipccially, would i have ell pcople that 
then knew me to conl.der, 7 hat at that time, (when 1 was in Di- 
Itycis,) 1 knew nt well hat 1 ſhells door fp. ke among nn, neither 
Khat 1 ſhouldbe, being bicome a Fuel fur Criſts ['ihe, and my Wiſe 
gom being confounded, and my Unacr ſtanding brougit to nothing ; 
Read, 1Cor.1. 1,9, verſ. 27. | 

And lo, that is true which | have writ in that book in Anſwer 
to Edmurd Skipp, whercin | ſaid, That we were but 111 meaſure lea- 
wing of the Wirld, ard entering into a little of that which w Eternal ; 
at wich time betore-mentioned, I was brought to be lilent from 
my publick Preaching, and waited on the Lord, with a few 
fooliin contemptible Ones in the Eyes of the World, at which - 
time having lolt my Earthly Wiſdom, and not received that 
meaſure of the pure Witdom of God, (which ſince he hath 
given me) wheredy toorder all my Words and Actions, in Pru- 
dency and Moderation, before the Eyes of all People, and 
othersallo might then with me therein fall ſhort, whereby ſome 
to this day may ſtumble at the whole Truth of God, lookingat 
what happened among us, in that time, when the Judgments of 
God was often onus (by which Judgments, his Sn 1s now Re- 
deemed) and fo they looking at that, and watch ever fince for 
Evil, may be kept thereby trom receiving the precious tryed 
Stone, which the wiſe -Maſter-builders allo refuſe, though we 
row know, he js laid in Si9n (redeemed with Judgment, for a 
Stone of Stumblmg, and a Rock, of Offence, even to both the houſes 
of Iſrael; But ler all take heed, of ſtumbling at the ftumbling 
Stone, (the Light of Chriſt) for other caules of ſtumblings, F 
eſpecially by me, I have hereby endevonred to remove out of the Þ 
way (ard minds) of all that are willing to receive the Truth, 
or believe in the Light, John 12. 36. 


And as for Ediund Skipp, if ever he come again to that, which 
| | convinced 
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convince! him of Evil, and made him in publick deny his 
peaching tor Hire and Tythes,: though after he ſtarted aſide, and 
{tumbled in the Dark, not minding the Light of Life (which 
once he honeſtly deſired after) in him, to which Light, if he 
return, and love the Witneſs of God in him, which hath ever 
lirce ſtood a Witneſs for me, and hath let him ſee his Barrenneſs, 
and without a truce Eternal Reit, and ithe to that be obedient, 
which is manifeſt of God in him, and by it be led into Meek- 
nets and Plainneſs, without Prejudice, he niay com: to receive 
the living Trath'of Jeſus Chrilt;tor which this day I ſuffer Bonds; 
tor I did never yet look upon him tobe fo utterly Reprobate, as 
not poſlible to receive the Faith that purities the Keart, and Re- 
ipects no mans Perſon ; for truly my love hath been to the Seed 
opprelled in him, though that which hath exerciſed him in Raſh- 
nets (2gainſt the Truth of God) 1do deny torever; and there 
isncither him, nor any Prieſt, Preacher, Profellor or Profane, 
that can have any good ground or reaſon to envy me for declarin 
openly againlt all that inthem which I declare againſt in my ſelf, 
when it ruled in me, when I was as they yet are. 

I being by ſeveral long unjuſt Impritonments detained from 
Liberty todeclare in words thoſe and other things, therefore for 
this very end have | written this in ſhort, that God's Truth 
might ſtand clear, and not ſuffer in any thing done or ſaid by me, 
before Gods pure Wildom was born upin me; and that allo the 
ground of all other things againſt the Truth (if occaſioned by 
me) may be removed out of the Minds of all that are willing to 
receive the Truth, if they knew it; for I would not, if poſſible, 
that any thing whatloever which concerned me, ſhould ſo remain 
in the Mind of any one,as that thereby he ſhopld be hindred from 
receiving the living Truth,which I have found fo precious, with- | 
out which nonecan be ſaved: And if by the appearing of the 
Shame of my former Nakednels, an inlet for the Truth may be 
made into the Minds and Hearts of any, therein will be my Joy, 
and the Eternal Comfort of all them, who by receliying, and 
Santtification of the Truth, and faithfulneſs in the Light,do come 
to relt in the Kingdom of Foy and Eternal Peace forever and ever. 

Thus at preſent, in tender Love to the Souls of you Rulers and 


Profeſlors in Herefordſhire, to whom I lay, believe the Light, 
| K 2 2rd 
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and mind God's Witneſs in you, and be not Rigid, Bitter, nor 
Perſecntors of the Children of Light, who (by them 1n the dark) 
are called Quakers, among, whom I have choſen to utter Re- 
proaches for Chriſt's fake, and Whipp.ngs, long Imprilonmerrs, 
and Dungeon, and now in the Houle of CorrcCtion, all which 
*Eeclares me to be, as you may read, 2 Cor. 6.3,to 11. who am 
a Friend to the Souls of all Mankind, a Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, ' F 
not by the Willof men, to whom I am known by the Name £ 


Wincheſter, the 1 9th *f 6th Fi 2 200 
Moneth, 1653, / Humphry Smith, 
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Wandering- Star 


DISCOY ERED, 
And his FalſeLight Comprehended and 
© made Manifeſt. 
Or, ſomething in An{wer to a Book cal'ed, 


The Nuakers Blazing-Star ; Or, The Oozids- 
YOonnyer 3; Ser forth by Edmund Skipp, who calls himſelf 
Preacher of the Goſpel at Bodcenham im Herefordihire. But is 
fonrd ard ſeen by the Light of Chriſt, and proved by his own 
Writings to be out of the Light of the Goſpel, and to be him- 
ielf wandered from the Truth, ard-is now amongſt the rett 
ot the Wandering Stars, mentioned In Jude, v. 13, 


- v 
| With a Word to all Profeſlors. 

Eing, moved to write ſomething in Anſwer to the Scan- 
Jals that have been caſt upon the Truth by Edmund $kipp, 
in 2 Book called, The Worlds Wonder, or the Quakers 

& : Blazing 


ES. AS end. 


The Wandering-Star diſcovered, 69 
Bl:z.ing-Star ; whereing he hath not only caſt many Aſperſions ' 
upon us, In theſe parts of the Nation,to wit, HerFordire, but alſo 
on thole, yea,all ofthe ſame People whom he never ſaw nor heard, 
whom the great and mighty Power of God hath raiſed by the 

vre Lite of Chrilt in them, to witneſs and live in, which we 


Cherea hardful of Babes) are bur in a little meaſure yet brought 


to witneſs; therefore not for our own Vindication, but for the 
ſimple Ones ſake, who ever were carried away in all Ages with- 
Scribes, Pharifces, falſe Prophets, falſe Apoitles, through the 
fleightand craftineſs of men, whereby they lay in wait to deceivey 
2 Cor. 4. 2% 
# Therefore take notice, that not many Wiſe men after the fleſh, 
not many Learned, not many Mighty; tor the Wiſdom of this 
World paſſeth away, and the Lord is now taking the Wiſe in 
their onn craftineſs, and chuſing the Fouhſh things of the World to. 
confound the Wiſe 3 ard the things that are not to bring to no- 
thing things that are, That ſo no Fleſh may glory in his fight, but 
that the, Lord alone might be exalted, in this the great day of his 
Power, J/a.2. 11. wherein he is riſen out of his holy Habitation, 
Zach. 2. 13. to ſhake terribly the Earth, ia. 2. 19, 21. andbring. 
gown the Haughtmeſs of man, and lay low the Haughty looks of man, 
fa. 2. 11. whoare going forth like men of War 1n their own 
Strength, againſt the Lord, and againtt the anointed, witneſs 
the lait page of Edmund Skipps Book, Pfai:2.2. 

Now that the Truth of Jefus Chriſt may the more appear, F 


{ ſhall in this following Difcovrie 4n brief, lay open ſome of the 


f-omer and yer-lwed-in Deceirs of this open Enemy, and alſo 
{ome of his Lyes, which he hath written againſt the Truth of 
Chriſt, whom the World knows not ; thereforethey write, ſpake, 
hate, ſtone, whip, 1mprijon, and falſly ſay all manner of Evil agamjt 
, wherein the Scriptures are fulilled by them, 24ar. 5. 11,12, 
whotc Judgment ſlumbereth not, and whote Damnation linger- 
eth not. | \ 

Now before I proceed further, I give thee alittle notice what 
ſort of people he thus hath opened his Mouth wide againſt, and 
it ſhall be made maniielt, ard that fromhis own'writings which 
declare us to be the People of God, choſen outof the world, 
Yobn 15.19. and he tobe the Perſecater, I thall give ny few 
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{Rort hints; but if thou wilt obſerve his Writings, thou wilt 
tind- that he himſelf hath declared, that our whole Lite and pra- 
ctice 1s proved by plain: Scripture, and that gur Lives and Pra». 
ctices are the ſame with they that did- write and ſpeak forth 
the Scriptures : But in !tort, ſee his own words in page 40. 
Did you. ever know People aited throuth a mare Glorious. ſhow-or ap- 
pearance of Righteouſneſs, then they are? (to Wit Us), their denying 
and throwing off tize World, and all care and Pains for Chriſts j ke * 
their forſaking Father and Mother, and Wife and Children, Mat. 
LO. 37. Luke. 14.26. though with ſo much Afiuct;on, Oppoſition, 
Perſecution and Diſgrace from men: Is not this like the Croſs of 
Chriſt, andthe Sufferings of Chriſt and his Apojiles ? (yeaeven the 
ſame) Their traveling ſo many miles from place to place, and ſpeaking 
ſo bolaly unto great men, ct ying out againſt their Abominations, thetr 
writing ſo many Letters,& dealing ſo plainly with men : (Jer.18.18.) 
And there are hardly aPeople to be found,that cry out more againſt An- 
ticbriſt, and all appearance of Sin and Unrighteouſneſs than they do. 
And in page 4.1. The whole bulk of their attings hitherto, as far as 1 
know,or have heard, do declare them to be carried forth as Mimſters of 
Reghteonſneſ5,page. 44. for I amperſwaded.they dare not tell a Lye. 

Now lee {roms any thou proceed, the Darknels, Ignorance 
and Envy of this man, that can perſecute in writings, and ſmite 
with the Tongue ſucha People as he himſelf in this very Dark- 
neſs cannot chuſe but confels ſuch things by andin 3 who that is 
not altogether blind; will not ſee the Blindneſs, Darkneſs and 
Ignorance of tis mans confuſed Writings ? 

See one more page 50. Now theſe People, as far as I am, and ever 
was able to diſcern them, are induced with a large meaſure, in thoſe 
things the Apoſtle mentioned in Heb. 6. 4, 5, 6. 1 mean, many of them 
that I know, that ] did take, in my former Intimacy and Acquaintance 
with them, to have received much of the Power of 1ruth through C _ 
11d to have much; communion with God, and large experience of his 
Love : Bnt as for others of them, they were never judged by me or the 
reſt, tobe any more than a willing People, and. for ſuch, this Scrip- 
ture doth not toueh them. Even by this, (although there might be 
much more mentioned) thou maylt ſee in meaſurezin the Light of 
Chriſt, what he is that doth Rail againſt ſuch a People whoſe 
Words, Lives, Ways and Actions are agreeable to the Scrip- 
yare, as he confeſleth in his own Book. T ke 
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The World loves his own, ard the World delights in its own, 
the World ſpeaketh to the World, and the World hears that 
which is ſpoken from the Farthly Heart, reacheth the deaf, Ear, 
ard no farther; that which is comprehended by the dark Mind, 
that is ſpoken forth by the deceitful Tongue, that feeds the De- 
ceit that lodgeth in the Hearers; ſo one Darkueſs upholds another, 
and the ſame Deceit upholds its owri in both Speaker & Hearer*: 
So in both Writer and Reader, yea, all that write and ſpeak that 
- Which procecds not from the Lite, but from the Death, being in 
the ſtate of Death, is but Death ſpeaking to Death, whereby 
Serpents are begatten, or the Seed of the Serpents is enct eaſed. 
Now they that are of God, hear God's Word, and they that 
hear not his Word, are not of God; for the natural man per- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are ſpiritu- 
ally diſcerned by the ſpiritual man that judgeth all things,though 
no man can judge lim who is a Child of the day, and dwelteth in 
the Light, and hath no fellowſhip with the Unfruittul Works of 
Darknets, out of which the Children of the Day are dehvered, 
and can witneſs the Darkneſs pait,and the true Light now fhining 
inthem : But all thoſe-who ſay, they have fellowihipwita Light, 
and walk in Darkneſs, are Lyars, and all Lyars are ſhut out of 
the Kingdom, and are eſtranged from God, who 1s altogether 
Pure, Holy and Righteous, Juſt, Perfect, Light, and thote that 
dwell1n him, are as he is, and they only have the Mind of Chriſt, 
the which all the World and earthly Hearts are ignorantof. 
Therefore | ſhall not puttheworldly carnal 'Heartto judge of 
what may be written by me, although 7 am-but yet leaving of the 
Werld,and entring two a little of that whichis Eternal, which no Eye 
of Fleſh can ever attain unto and live; neither -can any but thoſe 
that hve in the ſame Life that ſpca\s aright, or underſtands what 
1s ſpoken from the [sfe,by thoſe that ſpake aright from the pure life: 
Therefore let not thy deceitful Heart deceive thee in judging 
herein ; for the Old Heart is Deceitful, as I ſhall further make 
manifeſt, both nnto the World, and unto the Children of the 
Light, not only from what 1 hear, but from 'his own written 
words, and my knowledge; and'being witneFed bythe Light 
and Truth, as it is manifelted tn me, whereby fomethng may ſo 


plainly appear, that even the World'it {elf may fee 'the DDeceit 
| Lak 
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that always hath been, and yet is in this man, who now defires 
allthe World to take notice (þ. 24.) of his Expoiition of his 
Lyes, thathe himſelfhagh calt on us, who are not of the Wor!d, 
therefore the World knows us not; for we witneſs agalnit it, 
that the Deeds thereof are Evil. 

_ "After Edmund Skipp had thrown off his Tythes, and -convin- 
cad .of much more, which he was waiting to throw olt too, he 
then told me not long before he left us, That he had not Faith tq 
carry him through, neither conld he believe; but he was cony 
tdent, [hat the Devil would ical all that he had from him again 1 
the which is now too true. 

Wo, Wo, Wo, from the Eternal God to all the Inhabitants 
of the Earth, who dwell in aacarthly Darknels, being ſeat- 
ed 1n the Earth; drove out trom the preſence ot the living God, 
ard are Vagabonds and Fugitives in the Eaith, whole center 1s 
in the earthly dark Mind : Wo to all thoſe that put Light for* 
Darkneſs, and Darknebs for Light: Wo to all thoſe that gn 
don to e/£gypr for help in egypt, the pure Secd 1s captivated 

and kept in Bondage 3 in Sodom and egypt the Lord is daily 
crucified and put to open jhame : Wo toallthe Oaks of Baſhan, 
and all the Beaſts of the Field : Wo to them that build their 
Neſts among the Stars; for Capernaum that is liited up to Hea- 
yen, -and in its wiſdom, in'its own ſtrength, ſhall be brought 
down to Hell; for the Lord God of Lite and Power 1s riſen out 
of his holy Habitation, to. confound the Language of Babel, 
and dry up the Tongue of the Egyptsar Sca, and familh all the 
gods of the Heather, that know not God, whole preſence 1s 
terrible to all the Children of Diſobedience: Therefore Wa | 
unto him that ſtriveth with his Maker, who a::cth to ſcatter his Þ 
Enemies, -and to wound the Head of every one. that goeth on F 
Kill in his Wickedneſs. Oh! the Day of the Lord is at hand, 
wherein every man ſhall receive according to the Deeds done in his 
Body ; -then he that hath ſeemed to wait, and now begins to {mite 
his fellow-Servants, ſaying, his Maſter delays his coming, and 10 
gat and drink with the Drunken that are drunk indeed with the 
Wine of the Fornication of the . Whore of Babylon, thoſe are 
*Drunkards indeed,.-that are drunk ,with V Vine and overcome, 
but not with ſtrong drink, ſuch ſtagger at the On and 
= 5 - JTumDic 
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' ftrmbleat the Corner-ſtone; but when that Stone ſhall fall upon 
\ them) it will grind them to Powder - Therefore be warned of 
\ the Lord, thou thatdeſpiſeſt and wonderelt (For all the Works of 
the Lord are Wonderful ) leſt thou perilhz for the Lord is work- 
inga Work in thele dayes that thou canit not believe, nor as 
that live tn their own Wiſdom, exalted above the pure W:ſ4o- 
of Chriſt, who teacheth all his ro deny all, yea, even all, bout 
their W:ſdom, Righteouſneſs, Wit, and all. carnal Comprevenſions > 
tor they are Followers of him, who lived not in his own Wil; 
For, ſaith he, / came not to do mine own Will, but the Will of him 
that ſent me ; and ſaith, Not my jVull, but thy Will be done: And 
he that is not yet made a Fool, and {odenics his own Will and 
Wiſdom, is yet exaltcd above the Crols, and the Son of Perdi- 
tion is exalted above all that is called God, fitting in the Temple 
of God, even in tie Holy Place, where Truth ihould alwayes 
be exalted. Chi lit thoild reign as King, and ſubdue all his &- 
nemies under his Feet, and lead Captivity Captive, that a Gift 
' nay be received, which Gift is Erernal Life, and this Life is in 
| the Son; by which Gitt, all that are in the Son-like Obedience 
 dowitnels, being made Heirs with him in the eternal Covenant, 
ich 1s eltabliihed-upon better Promiſes then the firſt ; there-. 
fore he taketh away the firſt, that he might eſtabliſh the ſecond, 
* which is witnelled in the Son-like Obedlienea, by the which ws 
are made the Righteouſneſs of God through him, the which is a My- 
| ſtery tothe dark World, whoſe Mouthes are now open to ſpeak 
| Evil of that they know not, calling the Great and Mighty 
| Works of God, The Deluſions of Satan, and the conditions now 
| witnelled in the Sons and Daughters, that the Prophets and A- 
| poltles both paſſed through, to ſpeak of thoſe things, they now 
| Call The Works of Antichriſt. y 
Bur he is an Antichriit that denyeth the Father and the Son : 
| Now ſee whois an Antichriſt; No man knows the Father, but the 
| Son, and he to whom the Son reveals him : He that denies this Re- 
| velation, denies both Father and Son (that is an Antichrilt. ) 
; Now to know the Father, is Eternal Life ;, and he that ſaith, He 
\ knoweth, and hath fellowſhip with the Father, and walketh in Dark- 
neſs, 15 a Lyar ;, and the Devil is the Father of Lyes : And he 
that liveth not in the Truth, _—o— 1s Jeſuy Chriſt, he mult needs 
| Lyc, 
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Lye, becauſe he is out of the Truth, and therefore found an 
. Enemy to the pure Truth, as it 1s in Jeſus, who is the Trath 
and Life it felt, by whom the World is, and ſhall be judged, 
when the Lord ſhall come in flaming Fire, rendering Venge- 
ante on all that know him not : This Day is even at hard, yea, 
cven now the Lord is coming a ſwift Witneſs againſt all un- 
righteous Ones, who hold the Truth of God in Unrighteouſ- 
nels, living in their ungodly Pradtices, ſporting themſelves now 
in the Day-time, ſpending their time upon their Luſts, living 
in their own Wills, ſpeaking forth the Saints Words, but are 
Enemies to the Saints Conditions. Oh ! conſider, conlider, the 
Lord is Juſt in all his Wayes, and he is come to judge the Earth 
with Righteouſneſs, he will plead with all Fleſh, betore him all 
Faces ſhall gather Paleneſs; and in him, who is pure Light, are 
all the Secrets of all Hearts laid open; for nothing hideth from 
him, who is a God of conſuming Fire, and of purer,Eyes then 
to behold Iniquity : Oh be aſhamed and confounded, all ye In- 
habitants of the Earth and of the Sea, for the Devil is come 
down unto you, and rageth, becauſe his time 1s but ſhort. 

To thy firſt in page 6. where thou'ſayeſt, Jr muſt needs be the 
Spirit of Antichriſt and Deluſion, that doth miſ-inform the Heart. 

1 Anſwer ; The Heart it ſelf is deceitful, and out of the a- 
bundance of thy Heart, thy mouth ſpeaketh,page 8. or elſe thou 
wouldeſy not ſpeak, as thoughaDeceitful Heart might be miſ- 
informed by a deluſion ; for Deceit and Deluſion is but one, which 
lodgeth in the Hearts of all the Children of Diſobedience, who 
are all in the Death, the Curſe and the Fall, unleſs they come to 
witnels Reſtoration, the Stoney Heart taken away, and a New 
Heart given, which is by the putting off the Old Man with his F 
Luſts and Corruptions,and the New Man put on, which after God F 
« crea'ed in Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs,without which no man ſhall | 
ſee the Lord. ; 

But in the Light in thy own Conſcience, ſee when ever thou þ 
couldeſt witneſs thy Redemption,and thy heart free from Deluſi- | 
ons, as thou ſpeakeſt, or from the power of Darkneſs, when 7 
thou by thy own Relation to me, went from one Parſonage toan- ÞÞ 
other, and that not without thy Gown (as thou callelt it) upon 
thy back, that thou haſt looked upon as it was indeed Anti- [* 


chriſtian 4 
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chriſtian ;, and then after at Bodinham,thou didit ſue the poor Peo- 

lefor Tythes,to my knowledge, witneſs one poor man thou didit 

ue for one Shilling, and wouldlt have conſtrained the poor man 
to have paid Charges for that one Shillingzit I and ſome other had 
not ſpoke to thee, atter thou hadit often refuſed the one ſlulling 
without Charge, though the Light let thee ſee Tythes to be con- 
trary to Chriit, yet then lived contrary to the Light in thy own 
Conſcience, as thou waſt made to confeſs in my hearing, and hun- 
dreds more;that thou hadſt acted in it contrary to thy Conſcience 
two years; and before that time thou didſt confeſs unto me, and 
to others How thou waſt going to take counſel of men, how to ſue 


for thy Iythes, and the Lord met with thee, yet the Devil had like to 


have taken thee off of the work, of the Lord agam, divers times, as - 
thou conteſſdii, Then thou l.:yejt groauing under the burden of thy 
Tythes ; yet thou rcſoivedſt ro keep them another year, yet | had 
thoughts to the contiary,and was made to tell thee at 7.B*s houſe 
in Hereford, on the lixth day, that thou wonldeſt &er long roar a- 
gainjt thy Tythes like a Lyon ,, and on the next firſt day after it was 
to, and thuu waſt made to acknowledge the Lord in it, and ſent 
thy Man with thoſe few words to me > Bzother Smith, , the 
Lozd hath done a ſtrange n92z& in me this Pozning, 
and J (hail alter trangely this day therefoze pzay 
earneſtiy foz me and make what haſte thou canſt to 
come unto me. Now this 1s that which thou now calleit Delu- 
ſion ; for this was the greateſt Power that ever thou couldeſt wit- 
neſs ; but thou walt made to ſee by the Light, the Emtineſs of thy 
own words, both in Speaking, and Prayer before, as thou calleit 
it, witneſs that .in Aargarets Grave-Yard, where thou ſpokeſt 
words, the which were a burden to thy Life, & after acknowledg- 
ed{t,That it was nothing but Fleſh, though thou didſt ftrive much :n thy 
own ſtrength : And at Ley, thou toldelt the whole Aſſembly, Tha 
thou had3t long ſpoke after the manner of men \, but now they muſt ex- 
pebt no more ſuch from thee; and that thy Praying wis as dead as 
Duch-Water , but iow thou ſhouldſt wait to Pray mm the Spirit, and 


| ſpeak bythe Spirit ; and the like at Cliſten : And then thou walt 


convinced, tat thou mult leave all, even Glebe-land too, and {6 


: live on thy own'Land, and build on thy own Land, as thou calleſt 
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it ; and thou then waſt convinced of more Deccit in thy Heart ; 
therefore thou walt not atall freed from Deceit, but always lived 
inthe Antichriitian ſtate, where thou art yet, witnels thy own 
hand in page 5 where thou confeileſt, Thou haſt gor a ſinful Heart , 
which 1s a Heart in Sin, and full of Sin; and we know, that 
none but the Pure in Heart ſhall ſee God; but Sinis of the Devil, and 
& the Work of Darkneſs; and none that walkin Darkneſs have fel- 
lowſhip with God, 1 John 1. 6. Here thou dilcovereit plainly, 
that the Old Heart is not yet taken away; therefore thou waſt 
not at all, nor yet is free from Leluſions: Therefore for {hame 
leave off thy judging the Hearts of of others, as thou halt ; read 
E.S. P.-6, 11, 19, 16. 

Ard as for the five Charges which thou mentioneſt, p 9. and 
ſaying, That if we had had more Accuſations again#t thee, its like 
thou Mould bave had them; and in laying, 1 he firſt Charge was 
Hypocriſie, in pag. 7. I Anſwer, T hat that which was written 
by me in anſwer to thy Deceitful Lines firlt ſent to us, I ſhall for 
the ſake of the ſimple {et down plainly,in the ſame order,as it was 
written by me, having a juſt Copy of it by me ; and then let the 
tender ſpirited read thy Lyes in thy own Book. 


' A true ( opy of the Anſwer ſent by m: ad the reſt, to 


thy Letier and Acculacion. 


Y Ou ſaid, you would tell us truly, &c. | 
” Anſwer; There cannotwbe a true diſcovery of Truth 


Drought forth in thoſe that are yet in the fallen eltate;as thou art. 


2. That there 1s a Myſtery of Iniquity in us, that we ſee not. 

Anjo. The Myſtery of Intquity 1s not diſcovered,but by the pure 
Light and Life of God, as1t is freely given forth from God, the 
which Light all the Children of Light live in ; but thou liveſt in 
the dark ways of the World, and liveſt not in this pure Light to 
udge by. | | 
- F] W the time ts come, that thou ſhouldſt diſ-burden thy ſelf of 
12e diſcovery of Truth. 

Anſw. Thou halt laid aſide too mnch Truth j that which m 
vince 
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vinceth of thy Evil is now a burden unto thee; but we diſojur 

all that diſown the Truth. 

4. That the Devil is an Angel Doth the Scripture ſay, 
Cnark 


of Light, and his Nature is to att that the Devil's Nature 
1m the Light. is to aCt in the Light ? 

Anſw. Thou art imagining what the Devil is without thee, 
| but thou knowelſt but little of his aCtinegs in thee, although thou 
art his Servant, and liveſt in his Light (as thou callelt it) but the 
Light of Life thou art a ſtranger unto. | 

5- The Light, wit is atted in the Soul, giveth no Diſcovery of the 
Decei, but rather covers it all. 

Anſr. By virtue of the pure Light that proceeds from the Fa- 
ther, we {ce thee live in that thou calleſt Light, which doth not 
þ diſcover unto thee the abominable Praftices thou art in (to wit) 
Pride (thoudoſt uſually call thy own Child Mr. Benjamin Skipp ) 

(a Proud praftice, ſeldom heard of) the love of the World, de- 
ceiving the People, upholding the Worſhip of the Beaſt, painted 
over with the Saints words, an Enemy'to the Saints Life, as doth 
now morefully appear. 

6. Thou writeſt ſo largely of the Devil, as if thou wert acquainted 
with all bis ſecrets, both what he is doing, and what he will do. | 

Anſw. The things of God thou arta ſtranger to; for they are 
hid from thine Eyes, and all ſuch wiſe Ones of the: Devil, the 
World and the Fleſh, who are in the firſt Nature, as thou art. 

7. Thouwriteſt of what the Devil will bring us to. 

Anſm. 1. 1t is neither thee, nor the Devil in thee that know 
what weare, much leſs what we ſhall be. 

2. If thou, and the Accuſer of the'Brethren in thee, have ought 
againſt us at preſent, that we walk not up to the preſent diſcovery 
of the pure Light, as it is in meaſure brought forth in us, then [ 
charge thee to ſpeak. 
| 3. Thou Hypocrite, firſt caſt out the Beam that is at preſent 
' inthy own Eye, before thou goeſt to caft the ſuppoſed Mote that 
' thouthinkeſt may fall into our Eyes hereafter. 

In the cloſe of this Anſwer, 1 writ a tender Letter in love to 
| his Soul. Now let any that live in the Light compare theſe ſe- 
veral Anſwers with that in pag. 7, 8, 9. | 

in Anſwer to that which thou calleſt Railing and Reviling Lan- 
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guage, in pag. 10. the Devil hath always brought up his Children 
witi: io much pretence of Manners, that they mult not tell a Lyar 
he Lyes, nor a Thief he is a Robherz or if any tell the Proud of 
hs Pride,or the Covetous of their Covetouſnels, then this is called 
Railing ; read the Scriptures cited by him, this is fully cited, 
Ti. 1. 13- C- 3-15, &c. See how thou condemneſt the Practice of 


"Chriſt, both in his Perſon and Members in pag. 11. 


To that which thou calleſt thy Experience, in pag. 11. I tell 
thee, thou halt had much Expertenceof Deceit, being always in 
it; but thou never hadlt any experience of the powerful Work- 
ings of God in us, only thou walt made by the Light to ſee thy 
Filthineſs in ſome meaſure, and then preſently thou wentit from 
the Connſel of the Lord, and atted and ſpoke ia thy own Will, 
the which was Deceit indeed, running before the Light, the 


which I mourned over, and often complained to my Friends, who 


can witneſs the ſame. | 

Pag. 12- The Scripture cited by thee, Mal. 3. They ſhall diſcern 
between the Righteous and the Wicked, berween him that ſerveth God, 
and him that ſerveth him not ; the Promiſe being in meaſure fulfil- 
ted in us, wediſcern thee ſtill eo live in thy own Will and Wiſ- 
dom : Therefore when thou haltedſt between twoOpinions long, 
at laſt one of our Friends was made ſharply to reprove thee, the 
which thou couldeſt not own,and therefore left us that had under- 


* gone burdens upon our own Spirits for thee, in condeſcending 


unto thee in tender love, deſiring thou mightſt be made at laſt to 
witneſs the Work of the Lord in thee, unto which thou art {till 
a Stranger, and now an Enemy unto. 
In thy pag. 13. thou mentioneſt a Scripture, as tofis, 1 Tim. 
6. 4, 5- They are there diſcovered by their Covetouſneſs ; for they 
ſuppoſe, that Gain is Gedlineſs. And canſt thou in the leaſt accule 
us of Coyetouſneſs ? if thoucanſt, ſpare not to ſpeak the Truth, 
but elſe let ſhame cover thy face for ſo many Lyes, and comparing 
us with thoſe in this Text. Ask the Light in thy Conſcience 
whether thou haſt not looked after Gain, witneſs thy Tythes, 
thy looking after another Parſonage to that thou hadit, witneſs 
thy Phyſical Office, thy queitioning what to do for more Main- 
tenance, although thou haſt told me, that thy Lands was 10 /. 


per Agoun, 2 Tim.3-4-that isthyown Portion,witneſs thy many 


Initrumat 
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Inſtruments of Muſick in thy Houſe. Page 16. thou writeſt of 
Faith, but thou knoweſt not that Faith that _—_ the Soul; 
he that bath this Hope, purifieth himſelf as he is pure; he that 
belicveth isentred into his Reſt;hath ceaſed from his own Works, 
as God did from his, the which Faith thou art a ſtranger unto 3 
for thou halt writ thy own Lyes, and the Deceit of thy own 
Heart, and thy carnal Thoughts, the which thou calleſt the 
World (with whom thou art) to judge, witnels pag. 9. line 11. 
& 7. 18. and thou rhinkeſt in pag. 16, 5 13 565 57- 

Page 17. Thou ſayelt, that weeſteem, The more our Hearts 
are brought off the dealings of God, and Prayer, and Spiritual Ex- 
erciſes, the more pure and Perfett : The which thou knoweſt to 
be a Lye, witneſs thy own Words, after the Meeting at Clifton, 
where thou ſayeſt, Thou ſawſt ſuch a Spyrit of Prayer 44 thounever 
badſt ſeen before, To which thoſe that were there can yet teltife z 
and we witneſs growth in Grace and Knowledge, 2 Per. 3. 18. 
and walk from Grace to Grace, leaving the firſt Principles of the 
DoCtrine of Chriſt, Heb. 6. 1. forgetting thoſe things that are 
behind, we preſs forwards; For manin his own Wiſdom can- 
not find out the Lord, who is a Spirit, Fohn 4. 24. and regard- 
eth not the Wiſe in Heart, Fob 37. 23, 24. Therefore if any man 
will be Wiſe, ledhim become a Fool, that ſohe may be found 
in the V Viſdom that is from above, Fames 3. 17. | 

Next, thou ſayeſt, That we deſire the Periſhing of the former 
Wayes of God" This is another of thy Lyes; For all the Wayes of - 
the Lord are Righteous, P/al. 145. 17. So-in page 18. Satan 
aQs thee to call that Scripture dangerous, Phil. 3. 7,8. If thou 
calleſt Paul's Experience dangerous, its no wonder that thou 
calleſt ours ſo too : But we know, that all Scriptures are written 
for our Learning, the which we are ſearching. 

Next, ' thou wilt ſhow the Thoughts (and but the Thoughts) 
of thy own Heart, which is thy old ſinful Heart, witueſs thy 
own Hand, page 5. Line.11, 12. Therefore from thy wicked 
Heart, thou being ignorant of the Spirit, | doſt in page 24. even 
Jeer at ſpeaking by the Spirit, in oppoſition to all the Holy Men 
of God, 1 Pet. 1.21. Therefore thou art an Enemy to Prayer 
in the Spirit, Ephe/.6. 18. the which we witneſs - Therefore, 
inthe Lightof Jeſus Chriſt, thou art calling thy own ——_ 
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(rowit, the VVorld) to try thy Expoſition of thy own Lyes, 
tiiat thou haſt caſt upon us in page 23. and the laſt in thy Second 
Rule, page 23. there thou denyeſt the Sutferings of Chriit, be- 
ing ignorant of it in thy own Soul; but we know, that if we 
ſuffer with him, we ſhall be glorified with him : So we are made 
willing to fill up the meaſure of the Svtterings of- Chrilt ; and 
thoſe that have thus ſuffered in the Fleſh, have ceaſed from Sin, 
1 Pet. 4. tz2. Thy Secoxd,where thou mentionelt Quaking (thy 
Lyes there we deny, but Quaking and Tremvling) we wicnels 
to be the Saints conditions fulfilled in us, who witnels the ſame 
Power of God as they did, Fer. 5. 22. /fa. 66. 2. Pſal. 2. 12. 

In the Third, thou ſpeakelt thy own Lyes at random. 

In the Fourth, thou halt declared thy ſelf to be an Enemy to 
the Sufferings of Chriſt, calling it A Deluſion : Oh ler Shame 
top thy Mouth forever ! thou Enemy of the Croſs of Chriſt, ard 
thy own Soul. For although 1/aiah prophelicd of what Chrilt in 
his own Perſon hath fulfilled, yet the Members of Chriſt are to 
take up his Croſs and follow him ; as it is written and and wit- 
neſled, 2 Cor. 1.5. For as the Sufferings of Chrilt abound in us, 
ſo our Conſolation alſo aboundeth by Chrilt, 1 Pee. 4. 13. 2 Cor. 


. 10. | 

Fhat which thou and the reſt of the VVorld doth call our 
Bondage and Slavery, page 18. that was the Saints, and is our 
Joy and Liberty, by which the righteous Seed 1s brought forth 


- in Obedienceto the Living God. But it is no wonder that the 


World hate us, for they know us not; If we were of the World, 
the World would love his own, fohn 15. 18, 19. Matth. 5. 11, 12. 
In Anſwer to that in page 29. Jeſus Chritt 1s unto us the Bread of 
Life, Fobn 6. 33, 35, 48- and he is ynto us the Water of Life, 
Fohn 4. 14.and 7.37. In page 30. thy Lyes are made manifeſt 
unto all men that know us; For which of us doth deny to La- 
bour with-his Hands? And which of us is it that live in Idle- 
neſs ? Nay, it is Satan, the Fatker of Lyes, that aCts thee to ſay, 
that we ſhould ſay, Ir « the Language of Antichriſt that bids men 
take care for their Families. For wedo take care for our Families 
with all diligence, in the ſight of God ; but our Converſation 


is without Covetouſneſs, Heb. 13. 5. | 


What is mentioned in the third Rule, page 31, 32, 33, 34» ms 
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7 that I anſwer; The ſame Spirit that ruled in the Children of 
> Diſobedience then, even in the dayes of the Apoſtles, the ſame 

= Spiritrulethin thee and others. Now they ſtumble at both Pro- 
- _phcts, Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and now the fame Generation 
- are [tumoling at Chriſt in his Memembers; ſo all they that 

* tumble, ſtumble at the Light, and at the Corner-ſtone. As for 

> the Profellors, page 36. I tell thee and them, that all Profeſſors 
that are Enchnies to Poſleſſion, we do deny to be any Members of * 
Chriits Church, which is in God, 2 The. 1. 

Page 37. Is another Lye, yea, more then one, plainly in ſaying) 
That we rank, our ſelves with the ſinful men of the World, who are m- 
deed under all the Powers of Antichriſt, from the which thou walt - 
never yet redeemed by Chrilt in thee z for thou art a ſtranger to 
his Life. | | 

See what thou raiſeſt from thy Suppoſition, or thy ([ if ] in 
Pag 37. ſee what thou caſt witneſs from thoſe Scriptures fulfilled 
inthee z thou arta Thief and a Robber, ſtealing the Apoſtles 
words, ſtealing the word from thy Neighbour; thou confelleſt, 
That we walk. lite as the Apoſtles did in many things, as in Conver ſ« 
tion, Words and Writings. In pag. 40 and 41. thou ſayſt, Thar 
the whole Bulk. of our Altons hitherto, as far 4s thou haſt either known 
or heard, do declare us to be carried forth as Miniſters of Righteouſneſs. 
Oh ! let all take notice of this, tho Devil peaks ſome Truth : 
» butinthe latter end of pag. 40. thou art thinking that Satans 
' Kingdom isdivided : Oh hlthy Concluſion! Oh meer Babel ! 
Canit thou open thy Mouth, and let thy Pen run againſt ſuch a 
narmeleſs People, of whom thou thy ſelf art made to confeſs ſuch 
Excellent things ? | . | 

I ſhall now leave a little in following of thee in thy confuſed 
and deceittull Lines, and ſhall turn to that Scripture, 2 Cor. 11. 
. 3, 14, 15- for ſuch were falſe Apoſtles, deceitful Workers, 

(C 


In pag. 41. ellewhere, thou raiſeſt thy own Conceivings (as of 
other things) of the Scripture, and then amplilieſt or illuſtrateſt 
upon thy own Imaginations, ſo giveſt private Interpretationsof 
tne Scriptures, for thy own Private ends; whereas ne Scriprure is 
of any private Interpretation, 2. Pet. 1.20. . 
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I ſhall lry down by plain Scriptare, who thoſe fulſe Aprſiles are. 
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I. They are ſuch as preach another Feſus, 2.Cor. 11.4. Now 
Jeſus is a Saviour; Thos ſhalt call his Name Jeſus ; for he ſhall ſave his 
People from their Sins, Mat. 1.21. He maketh an End of Sin, Dan. 
9. 24. Being dead%ith Chriſt, Rom. 6. 8. the Body of Sin is deſtroy- 
ea, Verſ. 6. He that is dead with Chriſt, is freed from Sin, Verſ,7. 
compared with 1 Pet.'4. 1. By the which we are made free from Sin, 
Rom. 6. 18, 22. and become the Servants of God : So that the 
Blood of this Jeſus, who is the Son of the living God, cleanſerl: 
ws from all Sin, 1 John 1. 7. ch. 2. 12. becauſe your Sins are for- 
grven for his Names-ſake; which Name is Jeſus, a Saviour from 
Sin; and we know, that he is manifeſted to take away our Sins ; and 
he that abideth in bim, ſinneth not, 1 John 3. 5, 6. Rev. 1.5. Now 
whoſoever believeth, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of God, 
i Fom 5.1. Now Jeſus is a Saviour, Chriſt is God manifeſt in 
Fleſh, and anointed the true Teacher, 1 Fohw 2. 17. Now he 
that can witneſs Jeſus Chriſt to ſave him from Sin, he is born of 
God, and can witneſs Chriſt in him, the hope of Glory, which 
is Emanuel, Gcd with us, and thoſe dwell in God, and Godin 
them, 1 Fehn 4. 16. 2Cer. 6.16. Now Sins the unfruitful Work 
of Darkneſs, God is Light, 1 John 1.5. Now he that ſaith, he 

"can witneſs Jeſus, and 'is born of God, and yet lives in Dark- 
neſs, to wit, Sin, heis a Lyar. Now Jeſus is one with. the Fa- 
ther, and dwelleth in the Father : Now hc thatdwelleth in the 
Father, hath this Hope or Faith that purifeth himſelf, even as 
he is pure, 1 Fohn 3.3. and 5. 1. And he that abideth in him, 
ſinneth not : This is Jeſus, the Son of the living God, that (a- 
yeth his People from their Sins, whom Part witneſſed, revealed 
in him, Gal. 1.16. by the which he preached Grace and Peace to 
the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 1.3, 30. and 22. 16. Now there is no Þ 
other Name given under Heaven, by which men ſhall be ſaved. F 
Therefore all thoſe that cannot witneſs this Jeſus,thisSon of God, | 
they are falſe Apoſtles, that ſpeak of a Jeſus that they know not, Þ 
like thoſe that went to caſt out Devils in the Name of Jeſus, | 
whom Paul preached, As 19. 13 14, 15, 16. Thoſe were not Þ 
Vagabond-Fews only, but chief of the Priefts that did fo: Now Þ* 
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all that cannot witneſs this Chriſt, this Jeſus revealed/and brough# 
forth in them, as the true Apoſtles did, that ſpoke from: the Life 
of Chriſt in them, even all others are falſe Apoltles, among whony 
thou art ſeen in the Light of Jeſus Chriſt to be, and in the World, 
like a raging Sea, whoſe Waves caſt up Mire and Dirt continual= 
ly, unto whom there is no Peace, fa. 57. 20, 21. a Wandering- 
Ftar, never ſettled, Jude 13. but tofſed up and down with every 
Wind of Doctrine, from ſuch turn away. 


11. How you may know them. | 

Pag. 36. 9. Abiding in the Light that comes from Chriſt; in 
that Light you will ſee Light, and ſo comprehend all the Children 
of Darkneſs ; for he that followeth Chriſt, who 1s the Light of 
the World,ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the Light of 
Life to jadge all the falſe Apoſtles, and all the Children of the 
Night, who live in the dark Mind, in Pride, Covetouſneſs, Lying, 
making a Trade of the Scriptures, which were ſpoken forth 
from the Light, by thoſe that witneſled it ; bur thou that takeſt 


; uptheir Expreſſions, and liveſt not in the ſame Life, thou art the 


falſe Apoſtle that preacheſt another Goſpel. .-Now beſides the 
foregoing Scriptures, thou haſt declared thy ſelf. to be afalſe 
Apoſtle, by thy own Writings. | 

Firſt, in writing thy CThinkings and Conceivings] page 50. 


| yet my former Thought s, Page 53- 1 am but inpart convinced, page 


16. /Methinks, page 51. As 1 concerve, ſuch were the falſe Apoſtles, 
1 Tim. 1. 7. underſt anding not what they ſay, nar whereof they affirms 


* but ſpeak, and write the Imaginations of their own Hearts, as thou 


haſt done in page 18. The thoughts of my own Heart,inthe which ars 


' many Devices, Prov. 19. 21. 


Secondly, In being oneof the grorld, and calling thy fellows 


' Creatures of the World to judgeywhat thou ſayeſt-; and here thou 
haſt manifeſted thy felf ro be a falſe Prophet, entered into the 
World, which the Saints of God never did; page 23. And letall 
- the World aſſure themſelves that, in page 45. Here tion dolſt 
: write thy ſelf (as thou art) calls thy own to witneſs,the World, 
: one with the World, therefore we being gathered out of the 
: World, archated and written againſt by thee, Fohr. 15. go 


4 The-wandering-Star diſcovered, 

fhall forbear to-write what I know of; thy former, and yet con- | 
tinued Practices,” this ' being ſufficient to prove plainly, that ÞF- 
thou art a falſe Apoſtle, whoſe many Lyes written againlt us, I 'F 
need not to mention in particvlar,only ſcme few in [hortzthat the 
imple may not bedeceived by thee, - nor the Truth lutier altoge- 
ther under thy Scandals. 

Page 48. T hou biddeft thefceble Creatures of the World, To 
judge of Spiritual things, though the World by Wiſdom knows nct God,, 
1 Cor. 1.21. page 46. thou ſayeſt, That we do Lying Wonders, 
But halt thou in all thoſe Lyes and Writings of thine proved that 
any of thoſe which thon calleſt Wonders,are Lying Horders ? for 
it is not thy ſaying it is a Lyimg Wornder,that makes it to be ſo; for 
. there were ſuch as thee, that laid, that Chriſt caſt out Devils through 

Belzebub, but they were Lyars, and ſo art thou. by 
Thou ſayeſt,Our Works ave Deceiuful,page 49. But thou haſt no - 
ground for it,but the deceit of thy own heart,page 18. the which 
thou calleſt the World to bear thec witnels, page 23. 50. 
T hou fayeſt, We diſewn the Power and Spirit of Truth ( which.is a 
Lye) but thou halt a form of Godlincls, denying the power 
whereof, 2 Tim.'3.5. 12 Dadac: cn h 
: Page 53. Thou fayeſt, Thou art in part convinced, that perad- 
venture the Lord would have bus People 'walk in ſome way, whereby 
they might be brought into aperfett Unity in Heart. Oh! artthou 
not here aſhamed !- Q Jet even'the Workd (whom thou calleſt 
untb ſo often) read thy Ignorance | \What | art thou but tn part 
convinced what way leads to. Unity ? Oh! for ſhame, for 
ſhame, give over thy Profeſſion, talk no longer of the Goſpel, 
thou haſt made thy ſelf manifeſt toall men! Oh !- haſt thou been 
talking of the Goſpel ſo long, and art yet Ignorantof the way 
that leads to Unity. '-Oh1 let ſhame ſtop thy mouth, and cover 
thy face forever ! but if thou wouldeſt ſhift from this, and ſay, 


Thou meaneft an outward way or form. | tell thee, there is no way 
to have fellowſhip with the Father, 1 |Fohy 1. 3. but in the U- 
nity of the Faith, and the Knowledge (not a Thinksng) of the Son 
of God, whois the true living, and only way unto the Father, Þ 
Fohn 14- 6. where is perfect unity, evenpne Heartand one way, Þ 
Fer: 2k 39. which 1s a way of holineſs : The Wayfaring men, F 
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$hongh jo'ls, ſhall not orr therem, 11a. 35.8. 
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Alfo in page 53. thou ſayeſt, That thou art very ſeuſtble, that. 
thou haſt loft thy Comforts, and therefore thou doſt hope not to give 
ever until thou baft found ſome way or means of baving thy former 
Enjoyments refreſhed. ; 

Why ! halt thou Ioſt that thou never hadſt ? thou ſaidſt but 
ROW, That thou waſt but in part convinced of the way ; And hadſt 
thou-the Comforter long ago, and loſt him now ? the Way ard 
the Comforter is but one, the which is Jeſus Chriſt, Jobrx 14.6. 
17. 26. chap. 17. 23. | 

I know, that it Jeſus Chriſt had been brought forth in thee, 
without which there is no true ccmfort, who 1s the ſubſtance of 
all Tythes, Types, Forms and Shadows, that thou couldſt not 
unto this day have remained a Pariſh Prieſt, and fo upheld an 
Antichriſtian Prieſthood, halting between many Opinions, 
neither according to Aaron, Levs nor Chriſt, but living in thy 
own will, and fo living above Chriſt, who lived not in his own 
Will; for ſaith he, Nor my Will , but thine be done, Fohn 6. 38. 
And now who will regard thy writings, when thou acknow- 
ledgeſt, That the Comforter, which is the Spirit of Truth,  de- 
parted from thee : Now it appears, thou arta Lyar indeed 3 now 
thou haſt no Truth bornup in thy Underſtanding; thy former 
Enjoyments (as thou calleſt.it) which were indeed nothing but 
Comprehenſions got.up in the Wiſdom of the Serpent. 

Oh! artthou notathamed, that the World ſhould now read 
thy Confuſion, which thou didſt ſoon make up in thy Writings ? 
Art thou not aſhamed in ſuch a condition as this, when thou con- 
felleſt, thy former Enjoyments and Comforts are departed from thee, 
even now to writ againſt thoſe that thou acknowledgelſt, to have 
large Experiences, and much of the Power of Truth through Chriſt, 
page 50? Oh! take heed, lelt it had been better for thee, that 
a Miliſtone -had been hanged about thy neck, and thou calt into 
the Sea! Oh! canſt thou not look back en him, whom thoy halt 
thus pierced, to wit, the Lite of Chrilt in others? Now thou 
maylt read with Shame and Tears that which thy own hand hati: 
written from own ſinful Heart, look in page 5, 8, and 18. which 
was then in the apoſtatized condition, without the former Com- 
forts (as thou calledſt it) page 53. Now thou art found to be a 


falſe Apoſtle indeed. Ob remember from whexce thou art falleu 
| | and 


*6 I Wo2d to ail Pzofeſſors. ; 
ard do thy firſt Werks ;, yea, Reperite*er it be too late,Rev. 2. 5.Oh, | 
though thou canſt ſtrive with man, there is no ſtriving with thy | 
Maker, who will come a (wift Witneſs againſt all deceitful 
Workers,who livewithin the power of what they ſpeak or write; 
much more againſt thoſe that write filthy Abominable Lyes. Oh ! 

1f thou loyelt either Chrilt or thy own Soul, return,return unto- 
the Light of Chriltin tkhy,gwn Conſcience, which willlet thee ſee 

the Deceit of thy own tinful Heart out of the abundant Deceit 

thereof, thy Pen hath run ſo largely in Confuſion. Now L 

charge thee 1n the preſence of the living God, (in as much love 

to thy Soul as ever) that thou return tothe Light of Chrilt in 

thy own Conſcience, and mind that which cheks thee in ſecret. 

I tell thee (man) in love, there is ſomething yet in thee, 

- which will witneſs me to be true. See one more page 64. where 
for thy own defence, not tor the defence of the Truth,thou lſayſt, 
Thouwaſt neceſſitated to fly unto the Prattices and Truths of other men, 
to wit, Bapriſts ; where it is plain, thou hadſt not the _ of 
Chriſt to tly unto and ſpeak from, as the true Apoſtles had, wit- 
neſs one, Afs 6. 10. Therefore thou art both ſeen in the Light, 
proved by Scripture and thy own Writings, to be a falſe Apo- 
{tle, and a falſe Miniſter, 2 Cor. 11. 13, 14, 15- Much more 
might be ſaid and proved, both from thy Writings and Actings, 
but I defire the good of thy ſoul, by this which is ſufficient at 
preſent to prove thee to be one of the Wandering Star, Jude 13. 
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A Word co ail Protefiors in the World, E 
BEfivs it was ordered of my Lord God, and Father of Lights, - Þ 
that ſomething muſt go forth in Print, as from me whoam | | 
the leaſt of all Saints, I waseven as freely engaged in my Spirit, s | 
out of tender Love to your Souls, to preſent a few Lines from | 
that meaſure of the Spirit which is brought forth in me. ' 
Oh! My Friends, my Friends ! the hour is not only coming, 
but now is witneſled in me, that the dead ſhall hear the Voice of 
the Son of God, and they that hear ſhall live, Fohn 5.25. and the 


Voice of the true Dove is heard in our Land, to wit, this Earth- 
ly 


— — 


I Ww02d to all Pzofeilors. $7 
ly Tabernacle that is made the Temple of the living God, who 
is now fulfilling his Promiſes in us, that walk not after Fleſh, but 
after the Spirit, even in us is the Lord eſtabliſhing his New and 
Everlaſting Covenant, even the ſure and certain Mercicsof Da- 
vid, which is by the Life of Jeſus Chriſt in us fultlled and witne(- 
ſed, whereby we have fellowſhip with the Father, and are in 
meaſure brought to live in him, and he in'us, where we have Joy, 
Reſt and eternal Peace, which palleth all Upderitanding, and all 
the Worlds Comprehenſion, where all the Cnildren of the Light 
meet, and ſee face to face ; for the Lord hath brought again 
S:on, who 15 become the Perfection of Beauty, out of which God 
now ſhineth, P/al. 5o. 2. and is become our Glory, and we his, 
Iſa. 46. 13. O Praiſes, Praiſes be unto him who hath redeemed us 
out of the Nations, Kindreds and Tongues, to ſerve the living 
God in Newnelſs of Life, and not in Oldneſs of Letter, that ſo 
now we may offer up eternally living and eternal Sacrifice and 
Praiſe for evermore, who hath in meaſure redeemed us fromthe 
World, and out of all Darkneſs that is therein, and hath tranſ- 
lated us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, and made ns Partakers 
of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, which is the Eternal 
Light of Life; for God is Light, and in him is no Darkneſs at 
all; and all thoſe that live in him, are the Children of the Day, 
who walk in the Day, even the pure Light, in the which there is 
no occaſion of ſtumbling, our Feet being guided in the Path of 
Peace, whichis the true and living way, in which the wayfaring 
man, though a Fool thall not Err, Jfa. 35.8. which is the pure 
way of Holineſs, leading up into the fn} Enjoyment of the Fa- 
ther,who hath long waited to be gracious unto us ; and now in the 
Day of his Love and Power hath gathered us in his Arms of Love, 
and brought us home unto himſelf, who were before the Out- 
caſts of /ſrael, wandering with you from Mountain io Hill, but 
did not find Reſt untoour Souls ; but now the great and mighty 
Power of the Lord hath raiſed up his own Seed in us, to cry Ha- 
| telyjabuntohim; to whom alone beall Honour, Glory and Obe- 
dience, and Eternal Prailcs forever, even forever and ever; for 
” he that was loſt is found, he that was dead is alive, and behold 
” beliveth for evermore. = 
| Now my Friends, the whole World licth 10 Wickednels, = 
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83 #3 wW9zd to alk Pzofeſſozs; 

=! the World by Wiſdom knows not God; the natural man, pers 
<veth uot the things of God, which are kid from the Wite 
and Prudent, cvcn. trom the Readers of the Scripture, from 
Scribes, Phariſees, Priclts, yea, the Princes of this Wogld 
tor had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of. 
&lory, who is crucited daily by the ſame ſpirit chat now ruleth 
in the Children. of Diſobedience, even inthe Scribes, Prieſts. 
and People, that live in the ſame Nature, where the learned 
Ones,of the World are, and all thoſe that walk-in Darknels,. 
to wit, Pride Covetouinels, Love of the World, Hatred, Va- 


rience, Strife, Scdition, Herelie, Backbiting, Heady, High- 


minded,. Lovers of Plealures mcre than Loyers of'God, Scofters, 
walking after their own Ungodly Lults, Raging Waves of the 
Sea, foaming out their own Shame, who account Gain Godli- 
nels, whole Eyes are full of Adultery, Feet ſwift to{hed Blood, 
Ears opcn to all deceit, whoſe Mouthes are full of Curling and 
Bitterneſs, the Poylſon of Aſps is under their Lips, their Throars 
are an open Sepulcher, who imagin Miſchief, their Hearts being 
altogether Deceitful and deſperately Wicked : Such as theſe are 
the Fruits of the Fleth,-in the which all the World lies; there- 
fore I witneis againſt the World, that the Works thereof are 
Evil. b 

Now in the world there are Sets,Schiſmes,Fudgments and Opini- 
ns, tncrethey arc heaping up Teachers to themſelves, having 
itching Ears,' and according to the number- of their Fanſies, fo 
arethieir wayes of Worſhip.; accordingto the number of their 
imaginations, fo are their gods ; for there are many gods, and 
many Lords, bit the lruing God 1s not known by the World , for it by 
Wiſdom knows wot God: No man knoweth the Father, but the Son, 
and he to whom the Son revealeth him : Now he that hath the Son 
revealed in him, z born of God, and he that is born of God overcom- 
*th the World, and finneth uot ; He that ſinneth, hath not ſeew bin: : 
But this 15a bard ſaying, who can -bear it ? the World cannat ; 


| forthe World hears its own ;, sthey that are of God, hear Gods 


Word ; ye hear them not, therefore ye arc not of God, 

Now Friends, all you that have looked after me, and other 
men, for teaching, now I can write unto you what know, that, 
itis she Lord alone, that teacheth his people to prot, non 


* teachethk. 
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2 teacheth like he,who is now my Teacher indeed, and w1ll be yours 
2 if youare made willing and obedient to be taught, directed and 
> guided by him, . who 1s gathering his out of all Nations, Kin- 
> greds,and Tongues, Ezek,31. 11. which is by Jeſus Chriſt, the one 
> andonly Prieſt, who is the Light of rhe Gentiles, and the light 
'” of the. World,. by whick he hath enlightened every one that 
' cometh into.the World, . Fob 1.9. which lightihineth into the 
Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs comprehendeth it mot, verſe 5. 
Now the World is {ct in the heart of man, Eccleſ. 3. 11. Of the 
which World, Chriſt is the Light, and he that followeth him, ſhall 
wor walk, in Darkyeſs, but ſball have the Light of Life, John 8. 12. 
This 15-that Grace.of God that hath appeared unto all men, teaching 
them to deny Vngoalmeſs,, and Worldly Luſts, and live Soberly, 
' Righteouſly and Godly in this preſent World, Vit. 2, 11, 12. This 
- is the Light of Chriſt, who is the Word of: God in the Heart ; 
+ for this Word of the living God is not far oft,burt ze is nigh thee, mn. 
* thy Heart and in thy Mouth, that thou mayeſt do ity. Deut. 50. 14. 
ow therefore, Friends, look not forth after: them that ſay, 
Chriſt is here, or there z tot they are al Deceivers : The Wordis 
nigh, the Light is wittiin thee, even in thy Dark Heart, although 
thy Darkneſs cannot comprehend it, becauſe thou loveſt Dark- 
neſs rather then the Light of Jeſus Thrilt, which ſhineth in thy 
Conſceince, . and lets thee ſee the evil of thy Wayes, and calls- 
' - thee to Repertance, 'and to forſake the Wicked, and live : This 
is the Tatent that thou art hiding in the Earth ; tor the which 
thou mult give an Account ;_ therefore ſay l unto thee, mind that 
Teacher that teacheth todeny Urgodlineſs, and this ts the Light 
of- Jeſus. Chriſt in thy Conlcience, the which Light proceedeth 
from Chriſt, and leadeth all that love it (Jobs 8. 12.) upto 
Chriſt, who is the Way, the Truth ard the Lite, the. only 
Way,, and noother way to the Father. 4 
Now all of you owning this V Vord, and Teacher, and Light 
in your own Conſciences, you will come to witnels Jeſus Chriſt 
| IntheLight of Lite, and know him to be the way unto the Fa- 
> ther,which leaUs our of the Darkneis of all the V Vorld*s Ways, 
= VVorſhips, Forms, Faſhions, Cuſtoms, V Vords, V Vayes and. 
Actions, and come to be gathered is the Light unto Jeſus Chriſt, 
> whoisthe Light, and from the Light then to come 40 vE_ 
. N the 


90 I x£c2d to all Pzofeffozs, 
the Scriptures to be true, yea, even fulfilled in you by the ſame | 
Spirit as it was in themthat did write arid ſpeak forth the Scrip- Þ 
tures, and ſo witneſs with them agai:.ſt the tame things that were 
witneſicd againſt then, by the Chlidren of the Light, who had 
fellowſhup with the Father, by the which they ſaw that which ig 

_ meaſure | witneſs, that there 1s but cc Way, one Truth, one Light 
one Faith,one Baptiſm, one Spirit, one Head, one High Prieft, who- 
ever liveth to make interceſlion for us,one Church of the firit-born, 
whoſe Namesare written in Heaven,one God over all, who is Rich 
unto all that call upon him in Spirit and Truth, the which Wor- þ 

| ſhippers the Father ſeeketh to Worſhip him, whois aSpirit, and þ. 
all his Worſhips are Sprr:rwal ; but God hears not Sinners; and he Þ 
that regardeth Iniquity in his Heart, the Lord will not hear him ; 

| for there are none but the pure in heart that ſhall ſee God, whoſe 
Preſence is Terrible toall the Workers of Iniquity,that continue 
in the unfruirful Works of Darkneſs. 
Now all of you, ſee that you keepuntothe true Guide, which 
is Jeſus Chriſt, and follow him, and ſeethat you do not turn a- 
gain to the Vomit, as the manner: of ſome is, who begin in the 
Spirit andendin the Fleſh : Oh!: leave all for Chriſt, you can- 
not ſerve two Maſters ; you cannot be of the World, and of God, 
"you muſt witneſs a Separation : Therefore in Love 'to all your 
Souls, that have been Profeſſors with me in publick, in theſe parts 
of the Nation,and all others,flatter not your ſelves in your Condi- 
tions, promiſing your ſelves Liberty, whilſt you are the Seryants 
of Corruption; therefore forſake the Wicked, and live. 


Now my Friends, and all Perſecutors, marvel not at my Change 
for the Wicked have no Changes ; therefore they fear not God, 
Pſal. 55. 19. but I am made to witneſs the fear of the Lord to be 
the beginning of Wiſdom, the which Wiſdom'is pure, which 
cometh down from above, Fames 3. 17. which none of the Princ:s 
of this World know, 1 Cor. 1.21. therefore they call the Do- 

' trinesof Chriſt Madnef, Atts 26. 24. for the preaching of the Þ 
Croſs of Chriſt is to the Fows a Stumbling - block, to the Þ 
Greeks Fooliſhneſs ; for Chriſt is this day, as he was ever, a Stone F* 

- of ſtumbling, anda Rock of offence to both the Houſes of 1/rael, F 
2 Cer, 1.13. therefore are they this day ſpeaking Evil © _ f 


Y $1902d to all Pzofeſſo2s, == 
they know notzfor ſay they concerning theſe SeCts calPd Quakers, 
We know that it #5 every where ſpoken agamit, ACts 28. 22. But 
in the Way that men call Herelie, aol Worlhi p the God of my 
Father, As 24. 14. and am not albamed to own the Power that 
fhakes the Earth; for if I ſhould be aſhamed to own the Power 
of Chriſt before men, then he might juſtly be aſhamed of me be- 
fore my Father which is in Heaven ; but I own and witneſs the 


10- fame Power which made Moſes exceedingly fear and quake. The 
'n, | which overpowered Dazeel, that he had no ſtrength left in him, 
ch Dan. 10. 8. Which Power made Habakkyk Tremble , his 
Tr- | Lips Quivered, Rottenneſs entred Mmto his Bones, Has. 3. 16. 
nd the which Power ſtruck down Paul, As 9.334596. which cauſed 


he | the Goaler to come in Trembtig, AG 15. 26,27,28,29. There- 
' forel ſay untoall, ſerve the Lord with Fear and Trembling, Pſal. - 
fe 2.11. and work out your Salvation with Fear and Trembling, Phil. 
2. 12. for now | know the Lord to be with them that Tremble at 

his Word : Therefore O fooliſh People, without Underſtand- 
ing, which have Eyes ard ſee not, Ears and hear not ! Fear ye not 

»e ? faith the Lord,Well ye nor Tremble at my Preſence ? Jer.5.21,22. 
Are you worſe than Devils, that Fear and Tremble, 1a. 2.19. And 
now the nughty Power of the living God hath ſhaken the Earth, 
and the Heavens, that row that which cannot be ſhaken may re- 
main, Heb. 12.27. Now all you that will enter in with the 
Bride-groom, wait to receive the ſame Power; for the Lord 
Jeſus Chrilt is come, tendering kimſelf unto his own, Fohr 1. 11. 
and I witneſs, that as many a4 recerve him, receive Power to become the 
Sons of God, Fobn 1. 12. O be not Fools, and flow with Heart 

to believe all that the Prophets and Apoſtles ſaith ; for the Lord 

is ſtill a God with Power, he is the ſame yeſterday and to day, 
and forcyer, whoſe everlaſting Love is ſhcd abroad in our Hearts, 

by which the Love of the World is cait out ; Fer if any man love 

the World, the Love of the Father is not in him, Johr, 2. 15. But we 

' . are bought with a Price, and after glorifie God in Body, Soul and 
* Spirit, which is the Lord*s, 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. Being made Mini- 
| flers, not of the Letter, which kulleth; but of the Sperit,, which gi- 
| veth Life, 2 Cor. 3. 6. Giving no offence in any thing, that the 
Miniſtry of Chriſt be not blamed ; but in all things approving 
our ſelves asthe Miniſters of God, -, much Patiencey, in Autom, 
2 m ; 
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in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes, in Stripes, in Impriſonments, in T a- 

mults, in Labours, in Watchings, in Faſtings; by Pareneſs, by 

Ef Knowledge, by Long-ſuffering, by Kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by 
Love i by the Word of Truth, by the Power of God, by 

the Armour of Rightecuſneſ; on the Right hard and on the Lett, 

by Hoxour, and by Diſhonour, by Evil Report and Good Report ,, ©$ 
Decervers, and yet True gz.as unknown, and yet well known ; as 

Dying, and bek«ld weLive; as Chaſtened, and not Killed; as Sor- 

rowful, and yet always Rejoycing ; as Poor, and yet-making many 

Rich ;, as having Nothing, yet Poſefng all things, 2 Cor. 6. 3, 45 5» 

6, 7, 8,9, and 10 Verſes. Now the Light of the glorious Go- 

ſpel in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhined into our Hearts, 

G whereby the Grace that was'to be brought in at the Revelation 
of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 1. 13: is now in us witnelled, even the 

Grace the Apoſtle exhorted to hope for, and the Prophets 
ſearched after, 2 Pet. 2. 20. the which Grace and Glory is now 

.made manifeſt in the Sons and Daughters, whereby the everlaſt- 

ing Goſpel is ſounded forth in the Ears of many Thoutands in 
England, blelſed are they that hear the joyful ſound thereof : For 

verily, verily, as the four Hundred and Thirty years Bondage in 

e/£gypt was at laſt accompliſhed, and as the Captivity in Babylcn 

had an end, and the Lord bronght again the Captivity of his 
People, even ſo now the many Years of 'Apoſtacy is over, and | 

the Lord hath heard the Cry of his own Seed, and is come down | 

to deliver 1/7ael out of all Diſtreſſes, and to gather rh&Qut-calts, 

Pſalm 147.2. Andtobring home that which is driven away, and 

to bind up that which is broken, and to ſtrengthen that which | 

is ſick ; but he will deſtroy the Fat and the Strong, and will feed | X 

/ . them with Judgment, Ezck. 34. 26. but his own-thall be-deliver- F F 
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cd from the many Shepherds, which have-deftroyed the Flock 
of Chriſt, and they ſhall feed no longer, Verſe 20. yea, verily 


People, the mighty Puwer of che Lord is riſen in' England, to gather his from | 
the Corners of the Earth, and they that have been long in the High-ways to De- | 
firuftion, being + lind and Lame, thall now be compelled to com: in to the Sup- | 
perof the Lamb. andear of the hidden Manna : But mary of the Children of F*. 
the k ingdom ſhall be caſt out ; For, for Fudgment is Chrijt come into the World, | 

. that they that ſee nut, may ſee; and they that ſoe,may nuw be made Blind, Joh 9 33. | 
And the * word of the Lord is drawn againſt the man of Sin, to cut it down Root |? 
»nd Eranch, andre ſet up che Kingdom of Chriſt in Righteouſneſs and true Ho- | 
lineſs: And this Work ct the Lord ſhall cerrainly go on, and Men, Devils, nor _ © 

the Gates of Hell ſhall never preyail againk ir. 6s 
; | To 
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7 he ,uft Complaint of the Aﬀited (againſt the 
Rulers, who opprels the Innocent) to be deli- 
veied to the Judge of the Selfions at WVin- 

che/ter, the Brh Moneth, 1658. 


Envy, Ambition aud Prejudice ſo rule over you, as nar 

at all ro hearken to the Counlel of the Meek, nor re- 
ccive Inſtruction from the Simple, whom the Lord preferveth, 
but you {hould let Havghtineſs and Arrogancy be done away ; 
for God reiiſteth the Proud : And you ihould come to that which 
33 meek, low,. ſover and humble, with it to know a ruling over 
that which hath captivatcd you under the power of Sin. and 
Satan, who hath ſo bli:ded the Mind, that the Meek of the 
Earth are become your Enemies for telling you the truth; and 


Y* that are ſet to rule over others ſnould not let ſecret 


' the Day tpon.you is come, in which you cannot endure ſound 
* DeZrine: But this I tell you, That they who hate Reproof, are 
-bruttiſh, and every man © bruitiſh in his Knowledge ; yea, O ye 


men, your P aſtors are-become bruitiſh, and have yet known the Lord ; 
thak this be a hard ſaying to you, whoare your ſelves in that 
which is to be ruled with the Sword of God's dreadful Power, 
who will execute Judgment upon all ; and with his own eternal 
Power is he working Deliverance for his Jewels, that are pre- 
rious in his ſight, who [uiter long and cruel Bondage under your 
ſtrong corrupted Wills; for which thing the Lord will viſt, 


- and bring Darknels upon you, even thick Darkneſs that may 


be felt,” and will fill you with Trouble in the Night ſeaſon, and 
overwhelm you with Obſcurity in the day, when you would 


| have Reſt. 


Hearken ye Rulers, and conſider my Words, and be ye 
warned of hatching Miſchief in ſecret, for behold ! a day of 


> Troubleis coming upon you, a day of Darkneſs, and not Light; 
* Yea, the Lord God 1s coming. near to Judgment, and with 


[Place this after pare 92, ] | what. 


The Comtplaint of the Afflicted. 
what meaſure ye have meated, it ſhall be meaſured to you 
again ; for of a truth the Evrd is for us, yea, even with us and in 
us, the mighty God of Facob, in whole dreadful Power and 
righteous Judgments we rejoyce forever, whoſe Word of Power 
is our Life (at- which the Heather rage) whole Fooliilnicls i; 
our Wi{dom, in which we ſtand, knowing him to be ncar 
who: juſtifietti us, who will not alwayes ſufter the Reod-of the 
Wicked to reſt upon the back of the Rigincous, neither will 
his Spirit alwayes {trive with you who rebel azainit the Loghr, 
Fob 24. 13. Butthoſe who hate lnſtruction, and reccive not the 
fear of the Lord, neither yet ceaſe aftiting the Members of 
his Son, even ſuch is the Lord of Life coming to vir; and hc 
reacheth forth his hand, and -taketh away the Breath of the 
Wicked, and putteth forth his Finger to the Life of the Princes 
of the Earth; and moſt afſuredly there is neither Pepe, King, 
Princg, . Ruler, Fudge, Jaſtice, or any other Nation or People 
whatſoever: that ſhall be able to ſtand before the dreadful Pon er | 
of the Lord of Hoſts, neither ſhall they ever proſper who 
combine together, and riſe up againlt him, his poor delpitcd 
Flock, and the knowledge of his Ways, but he will rain Snares 
upon all his Advyerſaries, and pour Contempt upon Princes, 
and ſtain the Pride of all their Glory, and bring into Contempt 
all the Henourable of the Earth, and with a fooliſh Nation will 
he anger the Judges of the Earth, and with a People rejected, 
forſaken and trodden under foot, will the Lord bring down the 
Jong Caksof Baſhan; and Zion that noman cared for, which 
hath been as a plowed Field, will the Lord reſtore into its former 
Beauty, and Fer«ſalem ſhall become a Praiſe over all the Earth, 
and the Mountain of the Lords Houſe of Holineſs ſhall certainly 
be eſtabliſhed above all your high dark Mountains of Wicked- 
neſs; and there is no Weapon formed againſt the Seed, whom 
. God hath bleſſed, that ever [hall proſper ; for we know in whom 
we have believed, and we fear not the inchantings of Balaan, | 
neither are we diſcouraged becauſe the mighty Rulers of the | 
Earth would have the 1/r«el of God defied ; for we know the þ. 
Enterprizes of the Wicked will come to-nothing,and themſelves | * 
ſhall fall into Deſtru&ion, —_ and openly ſeeking | 
the Deſtruftion of thoſe whom God hath faid ſhall _ , oa 
N eretore | 
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The Complaint of the Aflicted, 

Therefore in vaindo the Wicked bend their Bows and ſmite 
with the Tongue, and impriſon by their unjuſt and falſe Wri- 
tings (called Afitrimuſſes) for the Lord God feeththe Affliction 
of his People, and will reprove Kings for their ſakes, and take 
the Wiſe in their own Craftineſs, and lead Judges away Fools, 
and bring the Honour of the Princes of the Earthinto Contempt 
for evermore, and a perpetual Shame ſhall cover the faces of all 
Zion's Enemies, and the Adverſaries of Jeruſalem, which is free, 
Shall be as Chaft before the Wind, and none of the Armof Fleſh 
ſhall be able to preſerve you from the Wrath of the Almighty, 
neither ſhall your Greatnels in the World deliver you from the 
wrathful Prefimcy of the Lamb, who is the Lightthat condemns 
for the Sin; neither {ball any of your Unrighteous Laws, De- 
crees and Ordinances, Warrants or unjult Orders and Snares, 
(which you make for the Innocent) hide, cover or deliver you + 
from the Terror of the Pit in this day of Darkneſs that is nigh 
athand, wherein yet more Darkneſs ſhall cover you, until 
your feet ſtumble at the dark Mountains, and you ſuddainly fall 
and never riſe again, and a perpetual Shame cover your Names 
for evermore, who Repent not. 

Wherefore, Wo unto you Rulers of Hampſhire, who hath 
bewitched you that you ſhould not obey the Truth which makes 
free? Whohathblinded your Minds, that you cannot ſee the 
Life of the ſuffering Seed, which preacheth the Innocency of the 
Lambin Meckpeſs and Long- ſuffering among you ? What is it 
that hath hardened your hearts, that Truth cannot have entrance 
in you? | How are your Bowels ſhut up, that you have not 
affeftion to Nature? How unreaſonably have you cauſed the 
Members of Chriſt, ſick and in Priſon, to ſuffer? How will 
you give an Account for theſethings, when they mult go to the 
left hand, who vifit not the Members of Chrilt ſick and in Priſon ? 

Oh, blind and miſerable men | my Soul even mourns over 
yon ; that which ſhould be your Life, is apd will be your Con- 
demnation ; -it licth in Priſon in you. Oh! who are more 
blind than you? And how long have :yourhardened your hearts 
againſt the day of Slaughter, and rebelled and ſtrove with the 
Powers of Darkneſs, againſt the Light of Chriſt in you, who ' 
(among you) hath not whereon lay his head, neither canhe " 
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entrcated his Servants and Meſſengers? Where is your enter- 


The Complaint of the Afflicted. 


received, though he come unto his own ? How evilly have-you 


<aining, of Strangers ? and when do you plead the Caule of the 
»x001 and needy ? Is it not apparent that the poor in Spirit 
you arc {trangers to? And is it not ſcen, that the Bonds of 
iniquity, which ſeparate you from God, are not broken? Are 
not wes in this filthy ſtreight Prifor, a true figure of the filthy 
{treight place in you, that the righteous ſeed is long in Priſon ? 
And is not the cutting oft of one of the chiefeſt Counſellors 
among you, an apparent token that your Councils arc notof the 
Lord? And may not-the ſuddain deſtrution cf another of the 
chicfelt of you bea warning to the rett? Are you more harden- 
ed than they in the days of Coral? And are you more blind 
and worſe than them whom God plagued, becaule they keftfthe 
Ark of the Teſtimony of the Lord in the place of the uncircum- 
ciſed? And is not his Teitimony a witneſs inus? And will 
ye rot {ze when the hand of the Lord is lifted up? Surely were 
the oppreſſed let free within, you would ſoon let the oppreſſed 
zo free without 3 and becauſe itis not ſo, Wo beto you, a hard 
hearted and unbelieving Generation ! who ſhall pity you in the 
day of Slaughter, or bemoan you when your Calamity cometh 
as a Whirl-wind ? Even then fhall you know,'that the Lord 


is kecome your Enemy, who are Enemies to his Lambs, 


Oh! my heart isenlarged, and I am filled with the lndigna- 
tion of the Lord, and overcome with the Power of his Might ! 
Many Woes could 1, from the Lord declare, and much of his 
Judgment make known unto _ many Lines might 1 
write, and unfold the Myſteries of his Power, which from your 
Eyes are hid ; and long hath-my Soul mourned in ſecret for you; 
and becauſe of the fierce Terrors of the Lord, which you cannor 
eſcape, mine Eyes have been filled with Tears, and my Heart 
with Sorrow, and that for yon, O ye blind» ſcornful and rebe}- 
lious Mer, that rule this Connty! The Lord God will bring 
Shame upon yon, and your Names fhaltRot, and be left for an 
evil Sayour for the Generations to come ; Better had it been for 
you, if the Womb had been your Graye, or that you had had a 
Milſtone hanged about your Necks,and caſt into the depth of the 
Sea, before you had writ a Line, or made one. Order, or had a 

| OE 2s | hand 


"i 
The Complaint of the Ifflicted. 
hand againſt one of the Friends of Chriſt, who follow him thas 
makes an end of ſin, whom one day you fhall fee to be of the 
Seed whom God hath choſen, who being born of the Spirit, are 
now unto you as the Wind, of which you hear a ſound, but 
know not whence they come, neither whither they go, whom 
- you keep in your filthy Priſon, to force them to bow to you, like 
Haman ;, but take heed how long you provoke the Lord therein, 
and conſider what it is in you, which you would have us pleaſe, 
bow or ſubmit unto, by ſpeaking ſnch words as may ſatiste that . 
Will in you which unjuſtly caſt and keeps us in Priſon. 

And now, behold, the Lord God hath tryed you, and you 
are found Enemies to his ſuffering Seed, and Fighters againſt 
God, and your Hypocrilie is made manifeſt, and the Igfamy of 
your Unrighteouſneſs is ſpread over the Nation, and Gods 
Witneſs in the hearts of Thouſands will judge of your Actions 
to be Unjuſt and Unreaſonable, and to the Children of 
Light your inſides are diſcovered, and your end 1s ſeen, and 
your ſecret intents; neither can your Devices be hid, nor any 
ſhelter cover you; for the Light is come that makes all things 
manifeſt, and the ſecrets of the Lord are with them that fear 
him.. | | 
 Beyenow therefore awakened and inſtruted, O ye Rulersot 
the Farth, and let your Minds be turned to the Light in you, 
and ſtrive no longer with God, who is Lightz for chat which 
may be kyown of God is manifeſt in you. And did you not firſt 
ſtrive and fight againſt his Witnets in you, you would not 
hght with your carnal Weapons, and carnal Priſons againſt his 
Meſlengers and Servants, who fear before him, and fear not 
them that kill or impriſon the Body till death, of whoſe Servants 
and Meſſengers you ſhall know that I am ore in the day of your 
Calamity and Deſtruction, the which that you might eſcape, in 
Soberneſs and Meekneſs have I this many Moneths dealt with 
you, writing reaſonahle and plain” things-amto yon; - that yor 
might in meckneſs come to hear the Cry of the Oppre*ed, both 
within and without; but if you hear not earthly th:n£5, but in 
that be unreaſonable and unfaithful inthe unrightcous amor, 
who ſhall commit unto you the greater Riches, or open unto you 
the Mylteriesof the things of God ? who with thiugs that are 
no. 
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The Complaint 6f the Aflicted. 
not, 13 bringing to nought things that are ; and with the things 
that you de{piſe, is he overturning the Counſels of the Mighty ; 
and that which confounds the Wiſdomof the V'Viſe, and bring; 


to nothing the Underftanding of the Prudent, and overturns the 


Devices of the Wicked, even in that is my Life; and in that 
which terrihfies, troubles, torments and condemns the World, 
doI re!: in Peace with God for evermore, and remain 


A Friend to the whole Creation, and to the Souls of all Mankind, 
who of men am numbred amony ft Tranſgrefſors, in a filthy 
Priſon, and place nnfit for men, at Winchelter, this 24th 
of the Sth Moneth, 1658. To the Enemies of Equity, 
Truth aud Peace, 1 am only known by the Name 


Humphry Smith. 
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Tothem who have lately believed 1n the 
Light, and are waiting to recetve 


the Life. 


? H E Day of Gods Everlaſting Love is come, and with 
his Mighty Power is he riſen to gather all them in the 
I Light of his Son, that long have fate in Darkneſs, and 
in the Shadow of Death, upon whomthe Day is now Dawning, 
wherein the Outcaſts of J/raci ſhall be gathered, and the Cap- 
tives that long have groaned may now come to know Deliver- 
-ance; for with plentious Redemption is the Lord viſiting his - 
People, and heis coming near unto his own, and ſeeking 
that are afar. off,” and lifting up a Standard for the Strangers ts 
flow unto, and many ſnall return untothe Lord, and People ſhall 
be gathered to the God of their Salvation, and he will pour ouk 
his Spirit upon the Humble, and #311 the Meek with the Riches of 
his Love ; Multitudes of People ſhall come unto S:ow, and the Poor 
of the Flock to the City of the great King ; for Light is breaking 
forth as the Morning, and Righteouſneſs as the Sun at Noonz 
therefore ſhall the Mourning Seed be comforted, and that which 
groancd in Captivity lift up the Head, that the Priſoner may 
fprivg forth of Bondage, and the longing Soul be ſatisfied, and 
Jadgment come upon the Wicked, and Terror upon the Lofti- 
neſs of man, the Rebellious brought down to the Duſt, and that 
which boweth not untothe Light, with 1g is condemned forever, 
that through the Condemnation the Seed may ſprigg, which 
long in Death hath lain, and is now to be raiſed upby the Arm of 
God's Almighty Power, which now comes ta be revealed unto 
them who believe the Voice of the true Spirit, which is In the 
midſt, whom all are to hear, aud obey his Voice, who comes 
out from God, and leads them that believe in and obey him up 
unto God again, and he is the only Way unto the ra—_— 
- Ww 


9+ Cothett who have lately believed in the Light, 
whom the Redemption comes, who is ariſing in the Hearts of the 
Children of Light, whereby they come to know Light ſhine our of 
Darkzeſs, giving them the Knowledge of God, which Knowledge 
they never learned from all the Teachers of the World, which 
Teachers are themſelves in that Ground,in which the Knowledge 
of God cannot be received 3 and that which they have not re- 
ceived themſelves, they cannot teach others ; therefore you have 
not. received the Knowledge of God from them, after which 
Knowledge ſomething in you hath long groaned, which is now 
to be ſatisfied from him in whom the Fatlueſs of God doth dwell, 
who 1s the Zighr, of which you have received, in which youare 
to wait to receive the Promile of the Father, that your Souls may 
be refreſhed in the Boſom of his Love, and feel God's Mercies 
towered down as the early Rain in the time of Drought, 
that your tender Delires may not wither, nor your breathing, 
Spirzts faint inthe way, but may with chearfulneſs walk 1n the 
'Light, and continne in faithfalneſs in your Meaſures, endurin 
the Croſs unto your, Wills, that by it the Carnal may be crucified, 
and that which is Eaxthly mortified, and all the fleſhly Luſts ſub- 
dned, and the ground of Unbelief removed, that you, as Obe- 
dient Childrento the Light, may walk not (as do others) in the 
Luſtsof Ighorance, and Wayes of Unrighteouſneſs, where all 
the Ungodly he, and are without his Fear, not knowing that in 
which the Power of God doth ſtand ; and many of them are 
Murmurers and Complainers, who dwell in all Unrighteouſneſs, 
from among whom Redemption you are to find, that a true Se- 
paration you may come to know, that the Unclean you may touch: 
no more, and that which defiles to be no more entangled with. 
For the Lord our God is pure, his living Truth is to be known 
in the inward parts, and that which makes Free received inthe 
Heart; and pure is the Lord in his Miniſtration of Life, and 
| free in the Diſcoveries of his Love; his unſearchable Riches are 
made known unto his Jewels, and his Secrets revealed untothem 
that abide in his Fear, whoſe Fear isa Fountain of Life, whole 
Love is ſtreaming forth as a River of Oylunto the broken heart- 
ed; and in him the Fatherleſs find Mercy, and he giveth ſtrength 
unto the Faint, he cheriſhed the Babes as a Nurſe,”and feedeth the 
Young with Milk, he gathereth the Lambs with his pare Pave 
: | . NOYT LIELT 


To them who habe lately beliebed in the Light. 95 
nouriſheth the tender Plant ; he confoundeth the Proud in hig 
Judgments, and removeth the Grout:d of the Wicked : Kings 
before him are as the Drop of a Bucket, and Ungodly Rulers as 
the Smoke before a mighty Wind : His Wonders are ſeen among 
the Living, ard his Judgments made known upon the Wicked ; 
they that come to him find Mercy, but his Enemies he turns into 


the Land of Darkneſs; the Ungodly are not able to come near + 


his Preſence, when he is Angry the Wicked ſtand afar off; but 
there's no Darkneſs in which they may be hid, nor ſhadow of 
Death, in which they can be covered ; for his Hand will find out 
all the Rebellious, and he will reward them all according to the 

Pride of their Heart, then ſhall they be banithed from the Lord , 
as the Chaff before the Wind, and none of their ſtrength ſhall 
 ſavethem. 

But all you that wait for S:ow”s Redemption, and call that love 
his Appearance, whoare willing to take up the Yoke, deny them- 
ſelves and follow the Light; thus I fay unto all fuch, The 
Lord God of Life is at hand, he is haſtning his Mercies to the 
ſimple, and reaching forth his hand to the Helpleſs; your Re- 
deemer is near, your Deliverer is at hand; for the Lord God 
hath not caſt off his People, neither will he leave or forſake his 
Choſen Ones : With the Brightneſs of his Power is he appear- 
ing to judge down that which kept his own in Bondage, and la 
low that which did the Juſt oppreſs, that from under the Oppret. 
ſion it may now ariſe, that the Hungry may be fed, and the Na+ 
ked come to be clothed with the Everlaſting Righteouſneſs of 


God, who brings his Righteouſneſs near unto the Humble, and 


clothes them with the Armour of Light, that ſo they may be able 

to ſtand where the Wicked cannot endure; : 
Wherefore all you, »vy dear Lambs, in whom there is honeſt 
Deſires begotten after the living Truth of my Father, who are 
in meaſure made willing to walk as Children of the Day, and ta 
undergo the Reproaches and Revilings of Wicked atid Ungodly 
men, and deſire the Kingdom that is not of this World, from 
the honeſt Simplicity of your Hearts, that you may cometo reſt 
in the Kingdom of the Father forever. Unto yon, I ſay, my 
_ Heart's Dehre, and Prayer to God for you is, That you may be 
enabled, through the Power of him who is the Light, to arden- 
£9 
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96 Tothem whohave lately believed in the Light, 
£0 all your Tryals within and without, and that none of you may 
taint in your Way, nor be weary of well doing, but that you.may 
come to thew forth the Works of Righteoulnets by a chaſte Con- 
vertation, in the midſt of a crooked and perverie Generation, 
by whoſe Filthinels the Jult is grieved. | 

And my dear Lambs, grieve ye not the Spirit of the Lord. 
neither be you Etvious againlt the Evil-Doers ; let not Wrath 
ariſe in any one of you, but be Examples of Love and Meekneſs, 
oneunto another ; 2nd all come. to know what a true waiting upon. 
the Lord 153, in the Sincerity of the Heart, to receive that which 
the World never knew, even the Spirit of Truth, which comes 
from the &0d of - Peace, in which the Blejling 45 received, and 
leads in the way of Righteouſneſs, and will joyn your Hearts 
together, in the Everlaſting Covenant of the Father, which he 
is eſtabliſhing with all his faithful Ones, among whom you may 
now come to be gathered, and find an eternal liheritance with 
them that are ſanctihed, who come to be made one with him that 
- anAifieth, who now cometh to purge away the filth, and cleanſe 
that which hath not been cleanſed, that Sinners may be conyert- 
ed unto him, and the Filthy redeemed from their filthinefs, before 
 theday come, wherein it ſhall be ſaid, He that is Filthy, let bim be 
Filthy ſtill. : 

Wherefore, let the Day of yout Viſitation bedearly prized, 
knowing that God, whois Light, will not alwayes ſtrive with 
ma"; and its his Everlaſting Love in that he hath vilited you, 
and paſſed by the Wiſe and the Mighty, and made your Hearts 
ſometimes ſoft and tender, by the powerful Drawings of his E- 
rerlaſting. Love, which by your Obedience and Belief in the 
Trath, comes to be more and more [hed abroad in your Hearts, 
which Lave will conſtrain Obedience to the Light, in which 
Light Gods Power 4 received, which Power maketh Sons, who 
cry» Father unto him that begeteth after his own Image, whoſe 
Image comes to be renewed in the Children of the Light, which 
Light is now come, and weare Witnelles of it, and teltitie what 
we have ſeen, and declare ynto you the Meſſage that was from the 
beginning, and fo preachnot another Goſpel unto you, but the 
ſfames which is the Power of God, which I neither receive of 
Men) nor learn of men, but by Revelation, in which the Father 


45 
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is known, which to the World is a Myſtery, and ſealed from all 


them who believe not in the Light, whoſe Deeds are Evi, but 


manifeſt through the Opcration of the mighty Power of God, 


which worketh mightily in me, that I might reach forth unto 


you alſo, and that =o might feel the Operation of the Fathers - 


[ove, that is manifeſt in my Bonds to you, who throngh many 
I ribnlations, with the reſt of the Lambs of Chriſt, are to watt 


for Deliverance from the Bondage of Corruption, 1n the. which 


ou have long continued ; but now Chrilt Jeſus, the L:ghr of the 
;Vorld is come to redeem them, who through fear of Death were 
all their life time ſubject to Bondage ; and the Bonds of Iniquity 
re now to be broken, ard the Oppreſſed are now to be {ct at 
liberty, and the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God is, arid ist6 
he made manifeſt. x | 


Therefore, Friends, wait on the Lord, that you may come to - 


reap the peaccable Fruics of Righteouſneſs, which in due time 
comes to be brought forth in all them that faint not: And take 
heed of ſeeming to be what you are not; for all Proud Boaſters 
are for the Lake. Take not Counſel of the Serpent, neither rea- 
ſon by the carnal Thoughts for the Morrow ; be watchful in all 


Diligence, that you may know Gods Work wrought in you, be- . 
fore the Night comes, in which none can work: Therefore be 


not Idle, Sloathful nor Negligent ; for the Lord, who 1s Love, 
will not alwayes wait upon ſuch to be gracious ; yet they that 
Honour him through Obedience, he will Honour ; but they that 
deſpiſe hiin ſhall be lightly eltcemed : Thoſe that obey kim, he 
honoureth in his Love, and the Dilobedient he leaves in a Bed of 
Torment. 


You whoare tender, humble & lowly in the bowels of my Fathers + 


Love, I ſalute you all ; and Friends, take heed of your Willsgand 
learn of him who 1s the Lighr,and Icads intoLowlinef,and came not 
to do his own Will, and him hath God the Father ſealed : And 
take heed of words, and be not haſty, any of you all, to vtter 


words before the Lord, I charge you in kis living Preſence; and 


you not ralhly unto men, nor out of Gods fear one unto another ; 
or that which bridles the Tongue is able torule phe whole Body, 
and keep it in SubjcRion to him, who is the God of Order, 
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The two ſtriving 8 


The Bleſſings of the Lord God Almighty be with the Suffering Seed, 
ard with you all, to which only ] deſire ro be manifeſt, and to which 
my Love doth reach, and by it am felt and received, who am knows te 
ſome only by the Name 
Humphery Smi:h. 
Whincheſter-Bridewell. 


The two firiving within. 


beyed the Life of God, profelled the Name of God 

to cover itſelf with that, without the Life; the which 
Profeſſion, through the ſecret ſubtilry, did more & more encreaſe, 
which led farther off from the ſence of the feeling ofthe Life of 
God, and when it ſtirred to judge that which went out from 
it, then preſently would that which went ont lead forth farther 
to ſeck aloe and comprehend in the Knowledge and Profeſſion 
of his Name, treaſuring up that in that which went ont from his 
Life;therewith to Cover that without the Life ; and then for a time 
that was quiet, being got ſo faront from the ſence of the feeling 
of the ſtirrings of the Life, which ſtirrings being gor out from, 
ccaſcd for atime to ſtrive, being reſiſted with that which abode 
not in it, whereby it became vailed and covered with a thick 
Cloud by that which ſinned againſt it, the which thereby came 
tobe Exalted above it, even above all that is called God,. and is 
of his Nature, increaling, getting ſtrength, and covering it ſelf 
in the Earthly Wiſdom, through the Carnal Coverings and 
Profeſſion of God, out of the Life and the Power, ' which by that 
was grieved, and under that oppreſſed, which under the Op- 
preſſion ſometimes would ſtir again, and in ſecret judge that 
which did oppreſs,and wound that which grieved it,even ſtriking 
through it with the dreadful Darts of its Power, making the 


other ſenſible, that its Fudgments was to baſs over and cut down the 


T * Mind and Spirit which went out from ard diſe- 


Head 


et. 


The two ſtriving within, 99 
Head of that which was above it exalted,the which Judgment being 
loved & turned to,there is a coming again to the ſence of the feel- 
ing of the operation of the Power which judgeth, and ſtirreth 
againſt that which got up againſt the Power, profelling his Name, 
who is the Power, but not bearing his mage, nor teeling his 
Nature, who being with the Power, judgeth and condemneth 
with the Light which cometh from the Power; yet being not 
kept to the Croſs, and his Head always under the Sword of the 
Power, through the Law in the Judgment, his Head gets forth 
22ain, the twining Head of that which got the Profeſſion, but 
abode not in the Power, which Head being not bruiſed in its 
firſt motion, the Body grows up, even the man of Sin, with 
Spiritual Wickedneſs in High-places, ſhewing it {elf like the 
Power, but exalted above the ſence of the Power, and there 
ſtands in eppoſition againlt the Power; which being judged, 
condemned, confounded, ſcattered and overturned. with the 


powerful breakings forth of that which by it ſuffered, ſo the 
H truething preſents it ſelf to be the Zeader, which being received 
"y and ee, it driveth the mind in, where is ſtillneſs and quiet- 
ft neſs out of that which labours for Vanity, into that where the 
a labour and ſtriving ceaſeth, and the Relt is received, and the 
an Day come which God hath bleſſed for evermore, where the 
_ Lamb is the Light, and the ſmall ſtill Voice is heard, and the 
"y Power of the Word is received, the which ſome coming to ſee 
in; through the Openings in the Light, and yet not in it waiting 
's through the Judgment to be led into the thing it ſelf; fo that 
1 that which ſtood in the Power ſoon leadeth out the Mind into a 


falſe Foy, becaule of the ſight to cover it ſelf again therewith. 
And ſo, as that is ſtill tolowed, which leadeth forth from the 


nc | Power, in the ſight conceivingand profelling of the Light, be- 
5 Þ ingoutof it, having not the Subſtance and the Power, is more and 
lf | more departed from, in what Image or Form ſoever it be, an 
nd the bare Form is contigued in, the Power is denicd ; but as the 
Nat Power is minded and waited for, ſtanding out of dead Forms 
P- || and Images; ſo theother, which abode not; but leadeth out of the 
hat F Power of the Truth,cometh to be croft, judged and dewed, and 10 
Ing not followed, but kept out of, in the Light to Warch and War 
the againlt it by the Light out of it, to be lead into that, ard ir to 
the Q 2 | recelve 
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The two ſtriving within, 

receive Immortallity abideth forever.. And io as there 1s a:con- 
tinual watching withthe Light, that may be icer, which abides 
not in it, butis got up above it, wor king in aii Lzecelveableneſs 
in the Myſtery of Iniquity, to- cover it 1c!f with a Profeſlion of 
Truth, but ſtill keeps out of it: Aid allo thar may be ſeen 
which ſuffers under all this, and lieth rnder it, 10 that it cannot 
be come to, nor come at, by that whi: & 15 out of it, and ſtands 
above it, and it 1s vailed and covered, 1d the narrow entrance 
tO it is hard tobe found ; and being 1ouiid, is toon turned out 
of, and hard tobe kept in, by reaton of the many Twinings of 


_ the Deceiveableneſs of that which is, and 1s rightly named, che 


Myſtery of Iniquity, which worketh in them that obey not the 
Light, which cometh from the "Truth, in which the Power ſtand- 
eth, out of which that gocth forth which hath not the Power, 
which is to be confounded with the Power, that the Power with: 


. out 'Hands may break in picces'tnat made with Hands, or the 


greateſt, talleſt, or moſt 'zlorious Image that hath been conceived 
m the dark mind, and tet up on high above the humble, ſuttering 
Seed, to be worſhipped wirhin in the Power of the Light, is re- 
ſiſted with all his Wiles, though therein he bringeth Scripture 
to uphold his Kingdom and Dominion over the other, to have it 
bow down to him and worſhip him, who abode not un the Power, 
which by the Power is reſiſted and denied forever : . And fo that 
which denies the other, and is Humble and Low, it 1s that all 
are to wait to receive and joyn unto, from it Power to know, in 
it to ſtand againlt the other, which did it oppreſs, and by ſecret 
ſubtilty, being exalted, doth alwayes endeavour ro fit in the 
Temple of God, ſhewing it ſelf as God, being covered with a Profe(l'on 
of the Truth, which in the Truth doth not abide ; yetto the Truth in 
words may confeſs and acknowledge that which ſaveth from Sih, 
to be the begotten of God, and may believe and tremble, and 
yet remainan Enemy to the ſame, tempting him by many Glo- 
rious Preſentations, to bow to that, and worſhip that which abid- 
eth not in the Power, that ſo thereby, over the Power it may al- 
ways rule, in the Deceiveableneſs of Unrightcouſneſs, wherein 
many are enſnared, others tempted, and ſome Overcome, whole 
latter end is worſe than their beginning. | 
' Oh! whocandeclare the Depth ofthe Ground of this Myſtery 
0 


_ £ 


The Two ſtriving within, IvL 
of Iniquity, or utter forth the Innumerable Transformings and 
Changings of that which 1till ſeeketh by all ſubtilty to keep from 
the Obedience to the Life of the Power, by which man was made, 
and from which he was led by that which ſaid, Te ſhall be as Gods, 
_ againlt God doth ſtand in that ground which by him 1s 
curled. 

And how can the unſcarchable Love of the Father be uttered 
with words ! who fo loved the World that he gave his Son ta 
them that asked not for him, that by his Light might be ſeen the 
Deceiveableneſs of the many Workings of the Powers of Dark- 
neſs 4n the Mind that is darkencd, which from the Darkneſs ta 
the Light is to be turned, with the Light in the holy Fear to 
watch againſt every appearance of the changeable Powers of 
Darknels, which ſometimes appeareth as an Angel of Light, a- 
2ainlt whote Appearance all are to ſtand armed with the Power 
of him who is the Light, and to feel the Power of the Word, 
which is asa Fire, and yct to reliſt that which the Devil darteth 
in, which is alſo like unto Fire, that the tender Simplicity, after 
which my Soul breatheth, may not be betrayed by that which 
{till ſeeketh to devour, and to keep from the Power of the Croſs, 
and turn alide from the narrow Way of Life, and that in it all 
the innocent Friends of Chriſt may be kept to follow the Lea- 
dings of that which from the God of Truth, and Love, and Peace' 
to them hath come, by it tobe lcd out of, and from all that which 
tn the Truth did not abide. 

Therefore is this given forth, even from the Breathings of my 
Life, appealing to the pure Witneſs in you all, which the 
Changeablenels of Iniquity doth always ſtand againſt, the which 
in Gods living Power let all that feel it, keep ag.inſt the other, 
to {land and keep out ofall Satan's Wiles, to be preſerved to rhe 
end of all that which hath an End, that then when time ſhall be no 
more, you may relt and abide with ard in him that is the Truth, 
whom the Devil hath nothing in, to receive the Bleſlings of the 
Father, ard the tender Mercies of the moſt High, to refreſh you 
and overcome you with the Power of his Love. that it to you all 
may bc the Bond of Everlaſting Peace, in which, with all the 
humble and faithful, I am bound up,and in it with them for ever- 
more do reſt, Humphry Smith, 

Winchefter-Bridewell, 1685. | 
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Love of God declared 


AND 7” 


SATAN'S VVILES 
DISCOVERED. 


He Lord God of Life and Father of Infinite Love, Pre- 

ſerver of all the ſimple, Deliverer of all the innocent, 
<a whoſe Power reacheth unto the Heavens,and his Good- 
(s to the Sons of men, who never forſook the Faithful, but was 
near unto them in the hour of Temptation, and knows how to - 
make War for the Innocent to eſcape, and deliver the Oppreſled 
inthe day of Diſtreſs, whole Mercy endureth forever, whoſe 
Love can never be fully declared, whoſe Glory is* beyond all 
Expreifion, whoſe Wayes are paſt finding out, whom my Soul 
honoureth forever, to whoſe Infinite Fullneſs and Incomprehen- 
ible Power be Bleſſing, and Glory, and Honour, from the Power 
of my Life, to the Throne of his Love forever and ever. 

Even he who is the Fountain, from whence cometh the Breath 
of the Life of the Souls of all Mankind : He, I ſay, from the 
Throne of his Power, through the brightneſsof his Love, with 
his Eye of Fatherly Pity, hath look't down and taken notice of 
the Wants, the Groans and the Cryes of his captivated Seed, 
which hath been long oppreſſed with the ſtrong and cruel Bonds 
of iniquity, which ſeparated man from God, and grieved the 
Spirit of the moſt High, who bowed the Heavens, -and came 
down to viſit the Captives and relieve the Opprefled, which 1s 
acceptable to many, and a time of everlaſting Comfort; tor by 
him the weary come to be refreſhed, and the weak receive Ever- 
laſting ſtrength; for the Lord hath Comwpallion on the _ 


0 
The Love of God declared, #c, 103 


and comes to clothe the Naked with the Righteouſneſs of his Son 
for his Spirit reacheth unto that which is in Want, and his Com- 
paſſion is extended to the Lowly in Heart, which long breathed 
after Life and Power to overcome the Evil, but knew notthe 
way to obtain it ; and therefore in the reſtleſs Wilderneſs, under 
the burden of Sin, did long Travail, asin a weariſom Land of 
Darkneſs, having little hope towards God, being often in much 
Diſtreſs, when no Eyepiticd, even then had the Lord Mercy for 
his own Name ſake, and he remembred his Covenant with Abra- 
ham, his Friend, and had Compaſſion on the Seed of the barren 
Womb, which wasas the Root of a Plant hid ina dryLand,whom . 
the Lord came to vilit in the Power of his Infinite Love,and faid to 
the dead, L:ve forever, which Word of Power reached through the 
Earth, making way _ it unto the Seed, that it through the 
Earth might ſpring (by the Virtue of his Life) asa Lilly rm the 
Spring, that ſo the Priſoner might grow up out of Captivity, and 
receive the carly and the latter Rain, and the Dews of Heaven 
that as a tender Plant it may grow, and become as a Tree, an 
be fruitful as a Vine, bearing much Fruit over the Earth. Oh! 
the Infinitneſs of the Fullneſs of the Fountain of the Father?s un- 
expreſlible Love unto the Priſoners of Hope, and the captivated 
Seed of Iſrael! Whocan declare his Mercy to the Afflicted ! or 
utter his Bowels of Compaſlionto the Spirits in Priſon? What 
Tongue can declare the unlearchableneſs of his Way of Life, or 
make known the Infiniteneſs of that which palſeth Knowledge ? 
He hath been 2 Father to the Fatherleſs, he hath given Lighe and 
Life tothem that fate in Darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of Deaths 


; he is found of them that ſought him not, he ſpreadeth forth his 


Arms to gather them that asked not for him ; he giveth Gifts to 
' "the Rebellious, and he is grieved with thoſe that receive not the 
Tenders of his Love, and complaineth (from the grief of his 
Soul) when 1ſract will have none of him : He delighteth not in 
the Death of the Wicked, but waiteth long for their Return. IF 
Iſrae! backdlidez. yet afterwards return with true Repentance, 
torſaking the Evil, he ſheweth Mercy, cven to the Prodigal, and 
he heals the Backſlidifgs, and loves them freely, that none may 
lay, their Deſtruction is from him, nor that he appointed them 
thereunto, nor charge him with Injuſtice in the day of his Judg- 
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104 * The Love of Eod declared 


MoMHs, when the Juſt ſhall arite to the ReſurreQion of Life, and 
ic Unjll to the ReſurreCtion of Condemnation forever, that every. . 
(44u1h imiy be ltopped, and cvery one ſtand Guilty before the 


Throne of his Judgment, and every Tongue confeſs to God, That 


Ard out of Its Fatherly Pity, from the freenels of his Love 


lath he vilired many of you, even with a Mcſſage of Life and Sal- 


ation by the Word of his Power, making known that unto 
3 0uz Which hath been hid from Ages and Generations, and is yet 
kd from all 7ſh.es Princes and Nimrods Builders, yea, even 
from all the Wile and Prudent of the Earth, even that is he re- 
yealing to many of you, who arc willing to become Fools and 
ſuffer the loſs of all for his ſake, who ſaves the Soul, and that not 
for any Works of Righteouſneſs which you have done, but of his 
own frec Love, through the Power of his [mmortal Word is he 
begetting Sons and Daughters to himſelf, that he albne might be 
honoured, who worketh all their Works in them, that his Work- 
manſhip all ſuch might be created a new in Chrilt Jeſus to good 
Works in them, to walk in Newneſs of Life, bringing forth Fruits 
unto God, who with the _ of his Son, #n whom he is well plea- 
ſed, hath convinced many of you of the Evil of your Ways, and 
the Blindneſs you were in, when you were Children of Wrath, 
even as others; and his Lzghr of Life hath ſhincd in you, to let 
you ſec the want of a Saviour, and feel the burden of your Sins, 
that the Word of Repentance you all might receive, and come to 
be led by him whom God the Father hath ſealed for a Covenant 
of his Eternal Zeve, and fent for a Light, to be a Leader to the 
Houſe of Joſeph, and a Deliverer to the Houle of 1/racl, and to 
inherit the Gerriles, and poſleſs the utmolt parts of the Heathen, 
that the Brightneis of his Power might ſhine overall the World, 
and the ſound of his Voice be heard to the utmolt parts of the 
Earth, that the Outcaſts of the Earth might be brought to the 


-one Fold, and the Seed of Abraham be gathered from the four 


Corners of the Earth, that Redemption might be known, from 
under the Shadow of Death; and that the blind,, which have 
Eyes, and the deaf, which have Ears, might come forth to the 
Light of the Son, who looſeth the Tongue of the ——_—_ 

tnak 


-——-<ewrFF 


and Satan's Wiles diſcovered —«&  ro5 


that it may ſpeak plain, that thoſe who Err in Judgment might 
lcarn the Doctrine of the Son of the Father's Love, who comes 
to lead the blind by a way they know not, and lead them in Paths 
that they have not known, and with Weeping and with Suppli- 
cation doth he lead them that walk in the ſtrait and narrow Path 
of Life, where thoſe thatabide in the Fear jhall not ſtumble, but 
walk in the Uprightneſs of Innocency, through the Power of the 
Father's Love, continuing in the way of Holineſs, where onl 

the Ranſomed of the Lord do walk, the which Way of Holineis 
the Lord God hath made known to many, which reached unto 
your Hearts, whereby it was at the preſent made ſoft and tender, 
and you received the Truth with love, rejoycing that you came 
to find the way to Eternal Peace, and many began to ſay one to 
another, This i the Way, let X* ;n it , and for a time many 
walked in Humility, and pure, dear and tender Love began to 
ſpring up in you one to another; and the Enemies of your Souls 
began to be ſubject to you, and the tenders of God's Love was 
over you, todo you good at your latter end ; but behold, before 
you came ro the Land of Reſt, the Lord tryed you, by ſuffering 
the Enemy to preſent Hardihips, Straits, and many Dithculties 
 tocome; on the other hard, to preſent the Glory of the World, 
and the Favour of great Men ; and ſome, the Enemy draws forth 
their Minds from the Strait and rarrow Way, into carnal Li- 
berty and Eale in the Fle!h, and ſo to contain an Ealier way, 
whereby the Simplicity in many is betraycd into the Power of 
the man of Sin, who worketh ltrongly to keep his hold in one 
Deceiveablenels or another, to keepin Bondage the Life of the 
JUST), to keephis Head from being bruiſed by the Power of 
the Secd of the Promiſe, which under the Subtilry in many hath 
cryed for Vengeance upon the Head of that which Murders the 
Juſt ; and when times of Tryal come by Judgment, and Famine 
andW ant have come upon others,then have they [tarted aſide like 
abroken Bow, and cauſed the Offence of the Croſs to'ceale, and 
then hath Unbelief come in, and the Enemy cauſed Queſtion- 
ings of the living Truth, and Conſultations about the Way of 
Life, and ſuch grew weary of their Tryal, like their Fore-tfa- 
thers.in the Wilderneſs, even letting the Enemy draw back their 


Hearts to the Fleih Pots of «£gypr, which God by his mighty 
Þ Powcr 
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6s The Love of God declared 


Power had redeemed them from, ard was Icading them by the. 
right Hard, aid in the narrow Way that they thould go : And 
others, the Enemy (who ili ſecketh to devour the begotten of 
Gcd) hath drawn forth their Minds intoa 1ottith carcleis Con- 
Cition, nct regarding the ſtirrings of Gods Spirit with them, by 
the Ligkr of is Son in their Hearts ; ard 1o not minding that his 
Spirit will notalwayes ſtrive with them, and having tccn betore 
the itraitnefs of the Way, the Enemy will work by all Subuulty 
* tokecp ſuch fromit, and from the Mectings and Scciety of them 
that inthe ſtrait Way abide, keeping them 1111] from the Crols, 
which would be his Death, ard the Liteof that which would give 
Peace, and Victory over him ard ali his Wiles. And others 
cog ſee ther they- are come ſo far, fo that they necd not 
Words, nor any man totcach them,tiicn hath the Enemy invited 
them to lit down ateale; ' and fo not minding the continual fear, 
at laſt they loath the Manna, ard call it Dry, whereas thedrincis 
ard barrcnnels comes by reaton of therr Untaithtulneſs 1n not 1m- 
proving what they had through their continval watchtulnets un- 
der the daily Crots. And the Enemy geteth forth the Mind of 
others to watch for Evil, or at leaſt, to look at the. Temptations, 
Backſlidings, Backwardnels ard Failings of others, more than 
their own Corditions, (who ſcetheir own. Evil therein) ſome 
whereof thereby at laſt draw-back others, queſtion the Truth it 
{elt; and by fuch things as theſe the Simplicity in many other 
tender Lambs is burdened & grieved, and the Lite preſſed down, 
by which they ſhould grow and be truitfnl unto God. And others 
being convinced with the pure Light of ſomething that is Evil, 
which tecemeth little to the carnal Eye, and fo going out from the 
Obccicnce tothe Light, and conſulrtand reaſon,and take Countel 
of tlic Serpent, who then contrives a way to {hun the Croſs there- 
in, and ſo endeavour to dawb the thing over from a ſecret Deccity 
working in the Power of Darkneſs, until the Light hath even 
ccalcd {triving with that Perſon, and then he goes on with the 
thing, laying, He hath liberty therein. But let ſuch mark and 
obicrve themlelves; for no more unto them 15 coinmitted, ncither 
do they grow or come any further, but there ſtand as dry Plants) 
con:ing long to Meetings, having the Form, but not feeling the 
Power; for fuch who knowingly deny their Obedience in any }. 
5 thing, 


and Satan's wiles diſcovered. 107 


thing tothe Light of Chriſt, he will deny them his Power in all 
LINgS. 

Tod thus doth and will the Encmy of your Souls make havock 
of the Flock, if in the pure humble fear he be not alwayes watch 
cd againſt, and ſlain by the Power of the Crols in the Light; 
and many other Wiles and Ways doth the Enemy of your Souls 
watch to devour, - enſnare and overcqme you; the time would 
even fail one to declare it; the Lord God Almighty help you 
againſt it, that fo in the Light you may ſee all thete, and many 
more things, which you areall to Watch and War againſt, that 
Spiritual Wickednels in High-places may not overcome you, 
and that you may not turn alide with the Error of the Wicked, 
nor be overcome with the power of Temptations, but that you 
may be all diligent and watchful againſt every appearance of your 
Enemy, and be able to ſtand in the day of Tryal, that the Ene- 
my of your Souls prevatff not. oy 

Therefore, all Friends every where, keep upon your Watch, 
let the Light ſearch your Hearts, and keep your Meetings toge- _ 
ther in the ſilent fear ard dread of the Lord, that his Power in 
you all may raiſe you ali in the Dominion and Wiſdom of God 
toſtand and feel that which keeps your Hearts together in the 
unlimittcd Love of God, ard to his preſence you will enjoy, and 
his Bleiling come to rocv17c, whereby you will be fuitful unto 


him in every good *Vord zvd Work, | 
The living Power © ny Father preſerve you all from the 
Power of the Eren:;. 4d wep your Minds 1n that which crol- 


ſeth your Wills, that t"- Lord Gud of Life may watch over you 
all tor good for evermore. | 


Written for the good of many, from thetrue Love of him, who 1 knows 
to many of you by that which is nearer than the Name of | 


Wincheſter-Bridewell 
the 4th Mon. 1658, ; Humph ry Smith, 
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TO THE 


Maſai itioners, Harpers, Minſlrels, S; ingers, 


Dancers and the Pe { ecntors ; 


From one who loved Dancing and Muſick as his Life, which be- 
ing parted with, and the Light being come, which was before t/1cſe things, in 
which they are all (een; And from it is declared 


THE . 


Ground, Foundation, Beginning, and 


Father, ad Children, ind Compals,aud End, 


and the Eff:Qts of all the Yarpers, Muſlitioners, 
Singers and Dancers. 


Who may read what I have learned, who have 


tryed their waycs, and allo ſearched 1 into the things 
of God, and declare this according to Scripture, and have 
found the Joy which Man cannot take away 


UBAL was the Father of all ſuch as handle the Harp and 
Organ, and lo the Father of all ſuch Mulitioners, being 
himſelf of the Seed of Lemach, who ſlew a man ; -and ſo 
the Son of a Man-ſlayer was the Father of all ſachas handle 

the Harp and Organ : And the Man Chriſt, the Light, is the 
Lambdſlain from the Foundation of the Wor Id. And Tubal was 
of the Generation of Cas, who firſt ſlew a Man, and then built 
a City ; he ſlew his Brother, one that was near unto him; and 
the Light of the Lamb lain is near unto every one, even that 
which comes from the Man of Sorrows is in the Heart ; Cain's 
© Seed flayes the man of Sorrows; the Mulitioners were of Caiz's 
ſeed : And that which ſlayes the man of Sorrows, invenrs, ſets 
up and delights in the Inſtruments of Muſick ; and the Father of 
all ſuch was Fubal, the ſeed of Cam, who built a City, and ſo. 

was 


- - —_——_—. 
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was a Rich man, and his feed delighted in Muſick, and fo his 
ſced, who are gone from the Lords leading are building Cities, 
Strong holds, high and large Houſes, with painted Parlours, and 
then ſet up the Inſtruments of Muſick, in the cieled Houſes with- 
out, and within themſelves full of Rottenneſs, or as a Cage of 
unclean Spirits, whereby the juſt is murthered, and the Houſe 
laid waſt and deſolate, as to the Life of God, which ſhould be the 
Temple of the holy Ghoſt ; and the Father of all theſe was 7#- 
bal, the ſecd of Lemach a Man-ſlayer, who alſo had another ſon 
Tubalcain (the ſeed of Cain) an Inſtrutter of gevery Artificer 
in Braſs and Iron ; and he that hath attained to never ſo much, 
if not come to that which fulfills the perfe&t Law, is as ſound- 
ing Braſs, 1 Cor. 13. and there is many alſo of the Seed of this 
Inſtructer, whoſe InſtruCtions bring people to be but as ſound- 
ing Braſs : And this firſt Inſtrutor and Fubal, were the Off- 
ſpring of Cain, the Vagabond driven from God, againſt whom 
the Blood of the Righteous doth Cry, yet ſorich in the Earth, 
that he built a City, being ſeparated from God, (who confounds 
mans wiſdom) then comes that which makes merrygover the 
Witneſs, Ger. 4. 

And they who danced in the wilderneſs, and-ſung and madea |, 
great noiſe, and were inthe Mirth and Vain Delights, were a 
ſtift-necked People, and ſuch as ſate down to cat and drink, and 
roſe up to play, like the fame Generation now, who are ſtift- 
necked,and bow not to him, who 1s the Light, low in the Heart, to 
whom every knee ſhall bow, but cat and drink, and riſe tÞ to 
yain _— having Muſick at theig Feaſts, feeding themſelves 
without fear,. Jude 12. like Fczabel, Xat whoſe Table the falſe 
Prophets feed) who made a Feaſt,when ſhe intended to murder 
the —_— to gain his Poſſeſſion (read within) ' and that 
which Murders the Juſt; and ſuch who forget God, delight in 
theſe things ; for they that ſung and danced in the Wilderneſs, |, 
forgot the mighty Power of the Lord which brought them out of 
Bondage , therefore they got into the carnal Liberty , like 
many others at this day, before they come to the true Reſt; and 
theſe were in the falſe Worſhip, who Worſhip that which the car- 
nal Eye might perceive, and theſe had loſt the true Guide : And 


when they were in their ſinging and dancing,they knew not what 
was 
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;10 Torre Brfitioners, Singers # Dancers. 
was become ot rimgwho was the Miniiter of the Law, that dilcc= 
vers {ig bt though they who danced faw him not for a timezvbut 
UCg2N TO Utiple inner inatline unexpected he came upon them 
In the Fiercercls of hits Anger, who exccuted the judgments of 
thy Lord vpon thoſe vain Dancers, with whom he was grieved, 
vw ho va&1n the Church in the Wildernels, ard 15 the holy One 
ti te miit, who with a fnddain ſlaughter deitroyed theſe 
Darceis, witote voice of linging was not becaule of Maltry, 
neither was their Veicc the voice of the Cry ot the Oppreiled ; 
and thetic were Idolaters, whole. Hearts were uncircumciſed, 
and knew not the Waycs of God, who therefore condemned 
them with an utter Overtarow that they periſhed in the Wil- 
dernels, where they thusfinned, after they had ſcen the Deliver- 
ances of the Lord, as.many of the Rulers and People of Eng- 
lLiad have done, who have forgotten their Leader, to whom 
theſe are left for an Example, of whom there were abonr thirty 
Thouſand ſlam for their Singing, Dancing and Falſe Worſhip, Exod. 
32. 1Cor.g9. | 
And Herod had Dancing before him, and ſhe that danced, and 
he that was pleaſed with Dancing, cauicd his Head to be taken Ea 
off that directed to him that 1s the Light, and preached the 
Lamb that takes away the Sin, and their carnal Nature, and ſo 
this murders that which is to prepare the Way of the Lord; | 
and they took off his Head, and murthered him, who wasa Þ 
burning and a ſhining Light, and flew him that preached Re- 
pentance 3, and fo the Dancers and the Rulers of the Earth, who 
were plcaſed with Dancing and Muſick, murther that in them, 
which calls to Repentance,and are ready to murder ſuch as preach 
Repentance to them: And whillt there 1s adelighting in Dancing 
and Mulick, that which calleth fo Repentance is in Bondage 
for Fohn was in Priſon when Herod was pleaſed with the Dan- 
cing 3 and there is not agreater Prophet than he that preachcth 
Repentance; and he that proclaims the Way of the Lord was 
in Priſon, and ſhe that danced deſired his Death, and he that 
cauſcd him to be beheaded, was a King, a great one in the Earth, 
who was pleaſed with Dancingzand wasa Swearer,out of Chriſts 
Dotrine; for he promiſed, with an Oath, Whatſoever ſhe would 
;þ, whodanced before him ; then nothing would ſatisfie the 
Dancer, 
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To the Mulitioners, Singers + Dancers, rx 
Dancer, but the Death of him who preached Repentance ; and he 
was an Obferver* of Days, and kept the day of his Birth with 
Dancing : It was his Birth-day, the day of his Birth, in which 
he was brought forth, who was a Swearer (the Swearcrs delight 
in dancing,) that caulcd his head to be taken off; who warned 
them that had the Oracles of God, To fly from the Wrath to come, 
and laid, They were a Generation of V pers, who had the Scriptures, 
and came alfo to his Baptiſm, and brought not forth fruits meet for Re- 
peatance, (thele are the Vipers) Aud fo, that which isto lead 
unto Chriſt, doth lufter in Bondage, and is murthered, and the 
Head or firit Appearance of it taken off upon that day which 
the Birth of that is brovght forth, which is pleaſed with the 
Pancing( not like Feb &Jeremiah and delights in the Muſick,and 
that which exerciſ{eth the mird of the Creature in the dancing, 
defireth the Death and Murthering of that in Priſon, which is to 
call to Repentance, aboveallother things; yea, thereis nothing 
then ſo much detired as the Killing and Overcoming of that 
which iscaſt into Priſon, by him that delights in the Mulick, 
Matth. 14. | 

And when them in J/rael, who had Harps (the Mulitioners) 
them who delighted in Mulick were carried Captive into Babyler, 
the Land of Confuſion, in which Land Nimrod the mighty One 
in the Earth went hunting before the Lord, and by the River of 
Babylon they fate down and wept, who were before the uſition- 
er5 with their Harps ; theſe went into Captivity becauſe of the 
Sin, ard hanged their Harps upon the Willowes, and fate down 
Mourning by the Rivers of Babylon'; and that which delighted 
inthe Mulick cauſed the Captivity, and leads into Bondage that 
which ſhould come to Liberty, whereby Sorrow, Weeping and 
Mourning comes inthe End ; for the Songs of the Temple is to 
be turned into Howling, and their Delight inthe Mulick was 
irnced into Weeping, and they led captive from Zo, who 
were come to the land of Promiſe, and there took Liberty in 
theſe flejhly Delights, Pſalm 13 7. The Mind that hath Wit- 
dom may read this. 

And it was the King of Babylon (who ſaid; - Is not this great 
Babylon that I have built by the Might of my Power, for the 


Honour of my Majeſty ?) that ſet up the golden Image to be 
Worthipped 
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:t2 Torhe Multion:rs, Dingers x Dancers, 
Worltipped at the hearing of all kind of Muſick; and he alſo 
was a great man in the Earth, a great King, the King of Babylon, 
2 mighty One in Confuſion, who commanded the 2agicians, 
the Aſtrologers, and Sorcerers, and Caldeans, and ruled over 
them, and all them that dwelt in the Earth ; and he ſent Greet- 
ings of Peace toall People, Nations and Languages that dwelt in 
all the Earth; but he that is the Light comes not to ſend Peace 
on the Earth; and the Angel cryed, Wo, Wo, Wo to the Juba- 
bitants of the Earth, but he that was King over Nations in the 
Ezrth had many Inſtruments of Muſick, even all kinds of Muſick, 
- ard hethat delighted in the Muſick ſet up the Golden Image,and 
by his command, they that heard the Mulick were preſently to 
fall down and Worſhip the great Goldex Image, like the Children 
of Iſrael who ſet up the Golden Calf; and theſe were idolaters, 
and in the falſe Worſhip; and that which delighted in all kinds 
of Muſick, was in the Enmity to the Righteous Seed, and ſought 
to murther them who denyed the Muſick and falſe Worthip, and 
therein ſuch appear to be of Cain theMurtherer, and of Lemach, 
the Man-ſlayer : And theſe great Ones in the Earth, whoſhad all 
kinds of Muſick, were in Babylon ; and theſe were the perſecu- 
tors, - (and ſuch perſecute now) whoſe Rage was exceeding 
great againſt the Servants of the living God, who to him were 
faithful, though in Babylon, and regarded not their Mulick, nei- 
ther feared their great threatning Words, nor yet obey their 
ſtrict Command, neither would they keep their Decrees, nor 
take much care to Anſwer them in that matter, nor bow before 
their Image, though made with Gold, nor Worſhip any other 
God, than he that dwells in his People, though they were in the 
Land of captivity, among them in the Land of Confuſion, who 
at laſt were brought to confeſs unto, and fear and tremble be- 
fore the living God (who is Light) that revealeth ſecrets in the 
Hearts 
But that which delights in the Muſick, ſeeks to murder the juſt, Þ - 
and unto that which ſeeks to murther, and perſecute all them 
whoare yetgreat in the Earth, are joyned (being not out of 
the Earthredeemed) and the Rulers of the Earth take counſc! 
together againſt the anointed, which need not man to teach, 


which ſeed 1s preſerved and anointed amonglt the flames oe their 
< : UrnNINf, 


To the Mulitioners, Singers x Dancers. r7; 
burning Enmity) for the Prices, the Governoxrs, the Captains, 
the Judges, the Rulers, the Connſcllors, the Sheriffs, and ail the 
Rulers of the Provinces, who were of Babylon, that delighted in 
the Mulick, ſtood betorethie Image, and were in rhe talle Wor- 
ſhip,and joy ned together in the Perſecution, (as ſuch do now) a- 
gainſt theSeed of God, and to confirm the Decree made by 
the King of Babylon, which Decree was made with -ſuch fierce 


' preſently to calt into the burning fiery Furnace, would fatishe 
that Nature, which ruled in thele great Rulers in the Earth, 
that loved the Mulick, whole fire of Enmity burned within them, 
and they cauled theirDecrce to be Proclaimed with a loud Voice, 
That at the hearing of their Muſick, all men ſhould Worſhi 


ot their Fire of Enmity within, the which Decree being not 
obeycd, nor tkeir Image worlhipped, nor their Enmity within, 
nor Furnace without regarded by the Servants of the living God, 
preſently the King of Babylon was lo full of Fury, as the Furnace 
was full of Fire, 1o that the form of his Viſage was changed, and 
roſe up in that Power of Enmity againſt the Rightcous Seed, 
like Cain the Murtherer, who roſc up againſt his Brotfer, whoſe 
Countenance alſo was changed, whereby it appearF he and the 
relt were of Cans iced, and the Mulitioners of their Father 
Tubal, the feed of L:imech, who ſlew a man; read Dan. 3. 
When the Hurp and the Mulick go, they muſt Worſhip the 
Image. 

Ad the Perſecuting Rulers of England need not to put this 
far from them, being Rach and Mighty in the Earth, and Envi- 
ous like Cain, and delighting in the Mulick like the reſt of his 
lecd ; for the great Whore, and Mother of Harlots, and A- 


Kings of the Earth Drunk with the Wine of her Fornic.1tion, and the 
Great Men, the Rich Men of the Earth, and all Nations have com- 
mitted Fornication with her, who have corrupted the Earth, and all 
N.:tions wonders after the Beaſt ; and in all Nations the Sed, and 
Children of Myſtery Babylon, and of Cain and Lamech are ſprung, 
up, and even inthis Nation and other adjacent Kingdoms, the 
Princes the Governours, and Caprains, the Judges, the Treaſurers, 
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Tyranny, and height of Pride and Envy, that nothing leſs but. 


their-lmage, or prelently be cait into the Fire without, becauſe | 


i 
, 
+ 
; 
4 
» 
: 
J 


\ 
$:4 
"2 


bominations of the Earth, Myſtery Babylon, hath made all the 


bs £4 As j oy @ - « 
CAGED. a. > 
4 1 


——_ 4 
CASTE bd. aaAss $3205 


ns his ini te Alanis. {lb 
- . 4 ww WS 
# PEI . 
4 Sv 
OG 4-5 L558 » dts : 


CY 


—_ 
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the Counſellors, the Sheriffs, and the Rulers of the Provinces, de- 
light in the Inſtruments of Aſſick,, and are Envious againit the 
Kighteous Seed, who cannot bow to any Image, nor Worlhip, 
any Golden glorious Image or Likeneſs whatſoever ; but the 
living Ged, who is able to deliver them, and is a Spirit dwel- 
ling in his People, and inSpirit is Worthipped by them, who 
cannot bow unto, or worſhipany lmegc or Likeneſs without [cr 
up by the will of man. 

And therefore it is this day that the Governors, and Captains, 
the Judges, the Treaſurers, the Connſcllors, the Sheriffs, the Ju- 
fſtices, and ail the Rulers in she Earth, wha are of Babels ltockzand 
of their Fathers, Cain ,Lamech and 76:41, arc joyning together to 
perſecute them that Worſhip God in Spirit, who commanded not to 
bow down or worſhipany lmagc or Likenels; and to thcir Like- 
nefſes are denyed, the Subltance being come, and Chrilt reveal- 
ed within, whoisa man of Sorrows, who laid, The World ſhould 
rejoyce, John 16. 20. But their joy ſhuuld be turned into ſorrow 
and his Light in the Conlcience 1s It which judgeth thote vain 
Delights in carnal Mulick, which is to periſh with the uling. 

Fcr when the Spirit was departed from Saul, he iought 
for one to play upon a Harp betore him, and for atime he was 
{atisficd with that, and when he heard the Mulick, he would be 
well, bur afterwards his delight in the Mulick could not over- 
come that Murthering Spirit in him, but at the very time that 
S.:u1 hcard the Mulick he fought to ſlay him that was to be King; 
and ich as Sal, who reje& the Counſel of God, tlayes him 
that 1 the Light, and would not that he ſhould reign, who 
is 212n of Sorrows; and he that loved the Mulick, had an evil 
Sirit, or ſomething that troubled him, and that which moved 
11 him, while he heard the Mulick, to murther that which was 
to Reion, (the Lords Anointed) the ſame thing led him to the 
Witch; And fo firſt he left the Spirit of God, then fought calc 
t>+- Mutick,then fought Counſel from the Witch, & he was ihortly 
alter deltroyed. They follow Witchcraft, who obey not the rrurk, 
which makes Free z and he that 1s the Light, isthe Truth, and 
the Loambilain, by that which takes delight in that, which 1s out 
ol the Truth, invented by the Generation of Cam, a Fugitive 


in the Earth, of whom his deceived Mother ſaid, [ have gorrer 4 
mas; 


To the MFuſitioners, Singers # Dancers, 215 
man from the Lord, whoſe ſecd loves that which keeps from the 
Lord, and leads into the Witchcraft (like Saul) not obeying 
the Lord, nor the Truth of his Son, who is the Light; and 
Saul being required made uſe of the Harp, to quict him for a 
time, from whom the Spirit of the Lord was departed, and af- 
terwards the ſeed of the Evil-Doers, even the chief of the Ne- 
tions, did chaunt to the ſo1nd of the Viol, and invent unto them- 
ſelves Inſtruments of Mulick (like David) putting far away the 
Evil day, lying upon Beds of ivory, drinking wine in Bowls, but 
not grieved for the Affliction of the Righteous ſeed ; and theſe 
were them that were at eaſe in S:07, who were to go into Capti- 
vity with the firlt that go into Captivity, whom the Wo is to, as 
may be read, Amos 6. | 

And Solomons Wives, his Men-Singers, Women-Singers and 
Inſtruments of Muſick drew away his Heart from the Lord; and 
after he cryed againlt the Vanity of theſe things ; for it leads 
out from the Spirit (and fear) of the God of order within, in- 
to the contuled things without, and ſuch as follow that, are of 
Babel, the Mother of Harlots, who hath made all Nations 
drunk, in whom the time is come, that the Voice of Harpers 
and Muſtitioners ſhall he heard no more at all; for the Foundation 
and Skirts of that great Whore and her Craftsman are diſcovered 
with the Light, which judgeth theſe things. 


From a Priſoner of ( Þ1 iſt, in whom my Life is il, 
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DIVINE LOVE 


Spreading forth over all 


MATII DONS 
OR), 


The Glorious Day of Unity, Teace and Concord 
Tendred unto all the Meck of. the Earth, 


Given forth from a tender Compaſhon to the C:ptivated 
Seed of the Noble Plant of Renown, which 1s hid in all Sober, 
Humble, Wiſe and Profelicd Religious Empirors, King 
Princes and People in all Nations, Kindreds ar.d Tones over $i 
the whole World, and for all forts of People who kr.ow not 
the Power of Truth in the inward Parts, that they may come 
to-have the hidden Treaſure opened in them, and be gathered 
intothe Glorious Life of Eternal Peace. | 


Earken and hear, ye Mighty Ones of the Earth that love 
Righteouſneſs, and all you Pruderit Ones that can re- 

: ceive Inſtruction, who have not yet hardened your 
Hcarts, as many have done, againſt the day of Slaughter ; even 
all ye who are willing to come to Mecknels, and receive Under- 
ſtanding, that your Souls may live, who havean Ear ready to be 
opened to entertain Counlel, that the Wiſdom of the Molt High 
you may attain unto, and come to taſte of the Virtue of the Sub- 
{tance of that which nouriſheth all things living, that the un- 
(carchable Lite of the unlimited Power you may attain unto, ard 
come to that which was in the beginning, and partake of the 
Life, which over Death 1s to reign, that to the Imniortal Becing 
you may be led : Be ye now therefore awakened, and fecl the 
operation of the Breath of Lite in you; and let the Virtue of 
*hc Word of Life break through you, and the Powef* thereof 
| break 


over all Nations: 7 
break through the Earth, that you may come to be overſhadow” 
ed with the Influences of divine Love, and filled with the ſwee£. 
Content of the Riches of the Life Eternal, that nothing may 
ſtop the River of Healing Oyl, nor hinder the iluings forth of 
the pleaſant Streams of Living Water, but that in it your Souls 
may be refreſhed, ard your Life grow upas a fruittul Vine, thav 


under the Wing of the molt High you may be ſhadowed, and 


relt in the ſhelter of a Rock. | 

For the Almighty Power of the Infinite Beeing, 1s ſpreading 
forth it telt, and the Eternal Excellency is giving forth it ſelf un- 
to'the £ons of men, that they by Humility in it may come to 
relt forever, ard ccme to the tulnels of that which only gives ſa- 
tis{aflion, without which there is ro true Peace, by which Im- 
mortallity may be cnjoycd torcver, ard the Life which only 
though L.cathis found, ard that Lominion, which through Pa- 
tience ard Levpg-ſutcring is obtained, which only belongs to 
Kings ar.d Princes, ar {i.ch whom the King of Kirgs delighteth 
to Hurour, who hath eternal Crowns of unſpeakable © Jory 
for all that ccme to him in the brrable Simplicity ard Innocericy 
of Uprightr«ls, with that Love which thinketh no Evil, which 
cones ftrem that 1 ite in which no Evil doth ſtand. 

For licthat irhabiteth Eternity hath roared from the higheſt 
Heaven, and the Almighty, Worderful ard Terrible God over 
all, hath thunCercd with the might of his Power, to the revecal- 
ing of the hidden things of Lerknels, and diſcovering the Foun- 
dation/of all Worikips practiſed by all Markird vj cn the fece 
of thewtole Earth, ard the ground of their Revolting from 
that which was, ard is tobe their Life, that by it they might 
have Jivcd forever, (ho from the holy Life ard Virtre of all 
things being departcl in their Trenſgercſlion ard Rebelion a. 
eainſt the Light, whereby thick Darknels bath covercd all man, 
kird, ard Bruitiflneſs in krowledge | ath happercd unto many, 
ard irordir ate Aﬀcctiors ave had Demir ion, ard Sottithnels 
hath blirded the Mird, ard the thirgs that are wede in the 
Earth hath filicd the carthly Heart, thut in the living Power 
that made al] things canr.ct have entrance, without which living 
Power reccived inthe Heart, there is rot Fternal Peace, by the 


*njoyment (or pofſuilion) of all the things that a1 Cc catcd in - 
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or upan the Sea or Earth, neither is there any manner of Wor- 
ihip that o-tains liz to the foal, until therein man comes to be 
guided with that, by which the foul at firſt had its life, by which 


- man was made, whici s Light; for the Eternal Power, who is 


Light, is breaking forth of Darkneſs, and {hining forth as the 
Brightnels of the clear Morning, that all the dark Corners of 
the Earth may be enlightened with the beanty thereof; which 
Light in the lowly and the meck may be felt, who oveying 
it may know it ſhining more and more t9 tne-brightnels of the 
Day of Glory, whereby all Nations may come to talte of the 
Virtue of the Lite, and come to know the Covenant of Peace, 
which will heal all the Breaches, and reitore the Unity of all 
Nations, that one peaceable Covenant over alt Nations inay - 
{pread as the Morning .Cloud, and be, all covered under thar, 
which {ſhadows overall the Upright in Heart,who love the Breath- 
ings forth of the holy Life, and keep their Minds to the humble 
Seed, continuing in the pure Fear, thereby in them to have the 
Fountain opened, that they all may drink at the Spring that iall 
pever be dry, whole Souls come to be as 2 watered Garden, and 
their inward parts asa Vellel of Oyl, their Hearts being enlar- 
ged with the abundance of Peagey and becauſe of Salvation, re- 
joycing forever, that all NatjFns may beat quiet, and every one 
feed under his 9v-n Vine, fd none deſtroy nor devour one ano- 
ther henceforth forever hore. | 

| For by the Mighty Wonderful Operation of the Power of the 


_ one Light, which ſhineh in and overall, wereall things made, and 


vhole Earth, from the Life of which oxe 


all Mankind upon th 
man, that by which man might be kept 


Lignt, was breathed in 


in the Unity, and abide 11) the Oneneſs of Spirit, the which,though 


all Mankind are gone out from, by Sin and Evil, yet that which 
is but One inall, which was before man (and lin) doth {till in 
man remain, even the Lrghr, proceeding from the Life, which 
was the Life of man, without which he is dead unto God, which 
Light remaining in man a free gift from the God of Life, Power 
and Love, by it may all Mankind ſeek after the living God, and 
find him who is not far fromevery one, but is near unto all that 
ſeek him in the meck Lowlineſs in the Heart. 
And thatall Emperors, Kings, Princes & Fudges,andall Nations, 
Lans 


mm 
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Mo 
Ve 


over all Nations; =_ 


Languages, Kindreds, Tongues and People upon the face ofthe whole 
Earth, may come be relitored into Unity, Peace and Concord, 
and be unircd together in one bond of Love and Peace, and never 
learn \ ar any morezand that they may all come to the trueWor- 
ſhip of the God of Life, Power and Light in & over all,and never 
to have Latred one againſt another, concerning profelled Religi- 
ous Worih1ip, nor ditler and [trive about that, by which the Souls 
if all Mankind come to be ſaved, nor about the Way of attaining 
thereunto. * | | 

- And that all Nations and People may receive the Virtne of the 
Life it (elf, {by which man may come to live forever in that noble 
ſtate of Prudence, lInnocency and Wiſdomzin the durable Domini- 
on of divine Honour, ruling in the excellency of the Qmnipotent 
Power (of the molt Infinite God of Life) over all that, which 
at firſt in divine Wiſdom was ſubjected under man, who then - 
bore the lmage of the Immortal God of Power; and live-in the 
Glorious tlate ot Peace and Quietnelſs, out of Wrath, Envy and 
Trou-vlez and that man may be brought into that Noble ſtate of 
Uprightneſs, and come to be directed and guided with that, by 
which the may be renowned forever, and leave the Memorial of 
his Rightcoutneſs for a ſweet {avour unto many Generations to 
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come. | 
Therefore all ye Wiſe and Prudent, Ancient and Honourable, 


Dcvout, Zealous and Religious Ones, let all your Minds be turned 
from the V arictics of Conceptions in the vain Imaginations, and 
tie vain Thoughts of the dark Mind, which leadeth forth into 
the carnal Conceivings of things, without the oe Subſtance of 
the one Immortal Life, which in man lies hid, from all that car- 
nal Wiſdom which naturally ruleth in man, who is fallen from 
the Dominion and Life of the God of Wiſdom, whoſe delight 
is to dwell in his People, and reveal in them his ſecrets, and make 
known unto them (by that which ſearcheth the Heart) the un- 
ſzarchable Riches of the Myſteries of his Will, 1nſtruCting them, 
45a acrider Father, inthe Perfect Way of Life, that unto them 
who feel his Power, an Eternal Inheritance he may give, and at 
lat receive them in the Arms of his Love, with him to reign in 


the Light of endleſs Glory forever. : 
| Wherefore, letall Tongues be ſilent, and let every Evil Mo- 
| c10n 


LE 

» 

* 

- 

1] 

2» 
7-7 
*3 

>) 

I-13 4 
PF 
: 
I 


þ 
4 
$ 
4 
c 
F 
, 
.# 
» 
; 
= 
: 


Pug ry L o 


ar 
a. 


way . nods 
ron of FH, © # 
4. AV. | 


— OWE. A 2 
wh ; 4A 4 TH TE» Ws 
<=oowoagts.ono EEE. i! 
_—_ .. ”", aA + 
On RE IRIS. 


On 


129 _- Divine Love fp2zeadineg forth 

tion be denycd, ard the paſlage of every Vain Thonght be ſtopt, 
and let Dread and Fear pollets him that hath done Evil, and let 
the inward parts be ſearched with the Light of Life, which is 

inthe Heart of every one of you; and let your Minds be wholly 

turned from all the vitble carnal fading Glory, to the Light of 
Truth in you, which being by you loved, will lead you into 
Meeknelſs, ard into true Humility, which leadeth to, and goeth 

before Eternal Honour, and bringeth to be Honourable in his 
Power, who ruleth in the Hearts of (Emperors and) Kings, 
who fcar before him; ard he only who ſcarcheth the Heart, is to 
be ſoughtatter, aloveall things, ard the operation of }:is mighty 

Power 1s to befelt in the inward parts, judging that which hath 
kept man from the knowledge of his Life, and condemning and 
overturning that which hath hindred man from the ſenſe of the 
feeling thereof i; liint > the which being turned unto, and loved, 
followed and obeyed, will bring Jadgment upon that in yo! all; 
which hath long kcpt yon from the 12ominion of pure divine Glo- 
ry and Love, in the Slavery of fleinly worldly Glory, which 
hath more and more begotten you into that which lulteth after 
the Beauty which is to periih with them that dye in it. 

Now, therefore awake ye all to Rightcouineis, ſtand in awe 
and lin not, commune with your own Hearts, and be {till, and 
in the cool of the day, and quietneſs of your Mind-, liſten ye 
then to the voice of the Word in your Hearts, and prize and 
tender that which moveth in you againſt that which 1s Evil, and 
come to be guided by that in you which is Light, which cometh 
from him who is the God of Love, whole love is already ſhed 
abroad in the Hearts of inany, which conſtraincth them to wait 
In his Light to receive his Power and further Ditcoveries of his 
Will, who willeth that all men ſhould be ſaved from Eteral 
Deithand Damnation, ard not dye under the horrible Terrors 
of his Fierce Wrath,” nor periſh in the Darknels of Unbeliet, 
and Rebellion againſt that Power which made man at firſt Up- 
Tigiit, and now from a fatherly pity doth call after all Mankind, 
that they may return from Evil, and come unto him, and be 
faved from Wrath to come, and find plentcous Redemption in 
the Life of his Power, and be gathered into the Comlinets of 


tus Loye, and tranſlated into the Kingdom of his _—— 
: a411C 


md 


ovce all Nations. 21 


- ard reign with him who fitteth upon the Throne of un{peakable 
Glory, ruling in and over all the Kingdoms of men. 
For behold, the Day-ſtar of the Morning 15 rifen, and his 
Glitteringsare cnlightning the Dark parts of the World,and un- 
to all Nations is it ariling, to declare in the Hearts of many, the 
ſpringing forth of the day of Judgment upon the vail and night 
of Darknels, which hath long covered that from man, by which 
all Mankind might come to ſee the Fountain of endlels Love, 
which now through Judgment, by the brightnels of the Light 
is brought near unto all People whole Hearts are open to receive 
it, and the Light of the Morning - Star ( wlich ariſeth in 
the Hearts of the beloved choſen Seed) is bringing to Judgment 
the hidden things of Dilnonelty, ard in fecret reproving the 
Double-mindednels of man, that Deceir, Defraud and Hypocriſte 
out of him may be'cleanſed, and the ground of all Yanry, 1y- 
ramyand Luſt diſcovered and removed, that Death upon Death 
with Judgment through the Light may come, that by the Light 
Life and Immortality may come torth and ariſe in the itrength of 
immortal Power, breaking through that which ſeparated man 
from Vn:ty, Peace and Truth, that unto it all Nations may be- 
come ſubject, and by the force of its Lowlinels be drawn toge- 
ther to the Hill of Holineſs, and reſt together in the heavenly Fc- 
licity npon the Mount of Retuge forever. M 
For the Son of Righteouineſs 1s riſen with Healings in his 

Wings, and an overihadowing Power 1s with him; and they 
that come to the Fruit of his Love, are filled with Peace to their 
Souls, and ſo come to that which may be received in the Hearr, 
and whichis given to heal all Nations, and ſpring up in the midſt 
of them as a Tree of Life, whole Fruit ſhall never fail World 
without End. 

And this glorious Light of Life, and Power of Love;is ſpring- 
ing forth of Darkneſs in the Hearts of Thouſands in the Nor- 
thern parts of the World, and is ſhining forth in the brightnels 
of Righteouſmeſs towards the utmoſt parts of the South, and un- 
to all Kindreds upon the Face of the Earth, reaching from the 
Eaſt ® the Welt, to declare and give the knowledge of Immor- 
tal Power, which in the Hearts of the humble, barmleſs and ſingle- 
minded may be felt and received, if they rebel not againſt the 

go Light 
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- Light in the Conſcience, nor remain in the ſtrength of their 


bon Pivite Love ſp2eading forth, #c. 


own carnal Knowledge, but be willing to come out of all that 
which they muſt dye unto, or periſh with, and leave all that 
which never brought them to the Enjoyment of everlaſting Reſt 


to theirSouls. | 
Now therefore all ye tall Cedars of the Earth, whoſe Heads 


| are lifted up on high above others, and whoſe Minds are exalted 


above the Principle of Meeknels in your ſelves, this are you all 
to know, even that Power of Eternal Life, which is to rule in 
and over you : And ſee that by greatnets of your Honour and 
and Glory in this preſent World, your Hearts be not thereby 
lifted up in Pride, Ambition and Wrath, to as thereby to keep 
your lelves from the attaining unto a Pearl of;far more & greater 
Price, and of a more durable Subltance; for great is the Riches, 
Honour and Dignity that is coming near unto you, if you let not 
your Hearts be hardened againſt it, in the ſtrength and perverſ- 
neſs of your own Wills, defpiling the-Day of your Vititation of 
Love, and rejecting the Mcllage of Lite to your Souls, and con- 
temning that by which you might come to live forever, and 
have Dominion over Death and Hell, and eſcape the Torment 
which all them fall into in the day of their Death, whodye out 
of the Covenant of Life and Peace; the which Covenant that 
you may attain unto,and come to live in forever; let Leve & Mercy 
be received in you, and then brought forth by you, and let Hu- 
mlity and Fear be placed in your Hearts with it, in tenderneſs to 
rule over others; and let the Light in you (which lets you ſe 
the thing that is Evil) lead and guide you to ſpeak and do the 
thing that is good, right and juſt; and let your Words be few, 
ſound, ſober and meek, and hate not them, who from goodwill 


- to your Souls bring the Reproof of Life unto yon, or publith the 


word of Repentance among, you, or proclaim this meſſage bf Love 
and Peace within your Borders; lect not ſuch be harmed, for a 
day and time of Vititation is coming nearupon you all,and happy 
may you be if you receive Inſtruttion, and love the Light. 


By 4 lever of the Souls of all Mankind, a Scrvant of the God of Life, 
* * Priſoner at the City of Wincheſter, known by the Name of © 
Humphry Smith. 
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10 ALL 


Parents of Children 


Upon the face of the 


V. V hole Earth : 


That*your Children you may the berter train up 
| in the right Way that they ſhould go therein, ſume- 
| thing of the True Way it ſelf is diſcovered, that Iniquity may 
; not be received by Tradition from Parents to Children, and 

ſo from one Generation to another, but that your Children 
- may come to Chrilt, and be' Children of God, and fo be a 

Comfort unto you : Therefore 1s this ſent among you eyery 

where in love to your Children and you. 


Seed of him, not known nor brought forth in tender 

| Babes, am I moved to you to write, That your Children 
you provoke not to Wrath, nor draw forth their Minds into Un- 
righteouſneſs; neither be ye Examples of Raſhneis, nor Fro- 
wardnelſs, neither teach ye them that, when they arc little (to 
pleaſe your vain Minds) which you muſt chaltife them afterwards 
to leave again ; neither teach ye them to be Proud, by drawing 
forth their Minds to look at fooliſh Toyes, which you in the 
Tranſgreſſion have put upon them, in any manner of dreiling 
which 1s needleſs; for this know, that in ſodoing you bring 
them! from being ſuch, of whom the Kingdom of God doth con- 
ſiſt, to be Children of the Devil, who 1s the Father of Pride, 
which many harmeleſs Children would not come unto, were 
they not trained into it, by ſich as are in Pridealready ; neither 
teach ye them to ſtrike in the leaſt, nor provoke them to have any 


glight to ſce ſtriking 3 for thereby afterwards they come to 
| R 2 | ſtrike 


F +: the Bowels of God's infinite Love, unto a tender 
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124 To all Parents'sk Childzen, 
ſtrike one another, and hurt one another ; and ſo you teach your 
Oven Children to be unnatural one to another, and you unnatural 
to them, in teaching them ro ſtrike one another, and then when 
they are a little grown up, to ſtrike and beat them for ſtriking 
one another, the which you taught them: Neither teach ye 
them to ſpeak wicked Words, nor many Words ; for mn che Mul- 
tude of Words, there wants not Sin: Neither teach ye them to 
call Names inthe leaſt, nor any ſuch thing, as you will anſwer 
it for their Souls in the great and terrible Day of the Lord ; for 
in theſe things is greater weight than many Thouſands are aware 
of : And for want of taking heed of thele things, in the true - 
fear of God,Cliildren have grown up in thele and the like things, 
to be a great Grief unto their Parents, of whom they learned it ; 
and ſome beat their Parents, being taught thereunto when they 
were littlc,and fo trained up out of the Nor of the Lord. And by 
this Wickednels, received by Tradition, and nurſed up from one 
Generation toanother, Nations are overſpread with Sin and Inj- 
quity, and Towns and Countries are filled with all Abominations, 
whereby the Lord of Heaven and Earth is grieved. 

Therefore of theſe things be ye all warncd; for this do I 
know, that in many tender Babes and young Children, there is 
2 meek, innocent, harmleſs Principle from God, who willeth 
not the Death of any ; and they have a Light from Chriſt, thar 
lighteth every man that cometh into the World, which-Light is 
in them: And he faid,Suffer littleChildren to come unto me, & forbid 
them not ;, for of ſuch is theKingdom of God,who come unto him that 
is meek and low in Heart; therefore you ſhould ſufter them to 
keep unto,& come unto that which is meek and low in the Heart 
for that which may be kzzown of God, 15 manifeſt in them - And Chriſt 
the Light had a love to little Children, and ſaid, Ze rbat will 
enter the Kingdom of God, mu#t become as alittle Child: Therefore 
Wo be to you, if you teach and cauſe fuch to become the Chil- 
dren of the Devil, by following your devited Fables, evil Ex- 
amples and wrong Guidance in your own rebellious W1llz : For 
bchold, and look upon young Children, and fee how innocent 
and lamb-like they look ; and conlider it every thing were as 

ood as God made it ; and how much more, if they were brought 


orth in the Covenantof God ? And whercin have they delight, 
| in 
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in Pride or any Covetouſneſs,or any manner of Cruelty ? And is 
it not better for their Souls, if you let them keep in thar itate, and 
{o to ſufter them to come to Chriſt, who ſaveth from Sin, and his 
Power keepeth out of Sin, and his Light in the Conltctence con- 
demneth for Sin, where it is, and he cometh to deltroy the Works 
of the Devil ? Therefore you ſhould conlider, that you are far 
from Chrilt, if you teach ſuch the works of the Devil, that never 
knew it, and teach Children to enter into Sin, which ſeparateth 
them and yon from God, and keep you forever from Salvation, 
unleſs you come through Judgment out of it again, which many 
come ſhort of, and moſt attain not unto for few there be that enter 
n at the Strait Gate. T 

And that yon may the more conſider my words, and come into 
Moderation'and the Wiſdomof God, in theſe and other things, 
to walk exemplary before your Children, and to be to them Pat- 
terns of Gravity, Meeknefs and Sobriety ; therefore ſhall I ſet 
before your Eyes ſome plain and ſimple Truths of my experience 
when 1 was a Child. | 

Firſt, as concerning Tendernef,, my Heart was much affeQted 
therewith, and Tears was as my meat and drink night and day ; 
and often was my Heart refreſhed with love from God, when 1 
came unto that which came from Chrilt,the Man of Sorrows, who 
faid, Come unto me ;, and ſuffer little Children to come unto me ; but 
many deſpiſed my Tears, and vilified my Mournful ſtate, not 
knowing (as they ſaid ) what the matter was with me; and much 
provocation was uſed-to-get me out of that Condition, and as I 
rew up, to hurry me into the Earth, which brought much di- 
urbance upon my foolith deſpiſed ſtate, that fear and terror then 
centred upon me,and ghaltly Dreams in the Night, and foimetimes 
{range Viſions, in which I thould cry out, and [peak aloud, to 
the railing of all in the Houſe, who with all the means they uſed 
- could not get me out of it, which even aſtoniſhed the Parents 
with fear, which things I well remember ; and by theviotenr, 
fierce, wrathful Nature that ruled in others, was my quietnefs 
diſturbed, which begat Wrath and Anger in me again towards 
them, which may bea Warning to you ; yet lomething of God 
in me was not wholly overcome : And the hrit words, accor- 
ding toScripture, that pierced my Heart, and remained with 

me 
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me, was, He hath filled the Hungry with good things, and the Rich 
bath he ſent empty away. | | 

The which words remained a3a thing printed and ſealed in my 

Heart, from the pure love of God, and iny Meditations of him 
and his Love was excceding prevailent upon my little tender 
Heart, being a Child, and 1o much the greater was my Grief, 
when by the Earthly mindednels, and wiathtul haity Nature in 
Parents, and others, 1 was even forced out of it, and {o provoked 
to Wrath, Griet and Diſcontent, and not ſuttered to come nor 
keep to Chriſt, who ſaith, 7 amthe Light, . which I felt meek and 
low in the Heart, therefore was my Trouble great wany times, 
and wrath and haſtinels began to have entrance in me. the which 
being ſenlible of, and finding a love towards God to be much 
more precicus than any thing of the World, and having a Hope 
towards him, I do afhrm, T hat when 1 wasalittle Child, | ſhould 
and did often pray to God ( believing there was a God, though I 
knew him not) even carneſtly did I pray with Tears, and my 
Heart was opened with his Love, to whom alſo 1 ſhould make my 
Complaint in ſecret ſometimes upon my Knees, when | could get 
into {uch a place that none could lee me, nor atall come to know 
it : And ſometimes as I went along the way, when it come into 
my heart, then ſhould | even as it were beg and cry with many 
Tears, and had boldneſs towards. God, as towards a familiar 
Friend, though much in ſubmiſſion and fear, as.one unworthy, 
becauſe I had tinned againlt him : And for theſe things I had no 
Creature to be my Exanyple, nor to learn it of, and not know- 
ing nor hearing of any that did the like, 1 durit not let any know 
of it, nor whercforel did {o often weep, when they did ſce me ; 
for l ſaw none but deſpiſed that condition, and were unlſenlible 
of my ſtatc. | SNSAvel 

And fobaving not any that was ſenſible of that tender Princt- 
ple ot God in me, tO cherith that, or bea helpto me in it; but all, 
(as | grew up) to nurſe uptheevil earthly thing that was begot- 
ten in me (as | faid before) by that nature my Leaders were in ; 
and as | grew in years, ſo that was apt to grow in me, my natural 
Father being more eager than molt men, in labouring and caring 
for earthly things, that when I grew to the age of 1ix or ſeven 
years,and upwards, there was ſeldem one day in fix byt he cauſed 


me 
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we to cry bitterly, and through provocation continually thereun- 
to, the Earth and Darknels gotentrance in me more than before, 
ard the tender Principle of God in me was vailed from me, and 
ſo became in after years as a Child of Wrath, ditobedfent to 
God, as | have written in a Book entiruled, Mar driven out into 
the Earth, wherein 1s declared the dreadful Indignation of God 
that after came upon me (becauſe of that wicked Nature which 
I was led into) before I came into this peace with God, which 
now I do enjoy with him forever, whole Name my Soul doth 
magnifie for eyermore. 

And this I do write to be an Enſample unto you, and a Warn- 
ing, that you may not bring your Children into the like Alie- 
nation, Torment and Condemnation as 1 was, and the more eſpe- 
cially,becauſe that few afterwards do return toGod with all their 
Hearts, and enter in at the ſtraight Gate. And this you may 
alſoconſider, that this I write in. plainneſs, and true love toyou 
and your Children, for the good of Body-arid- Soul that in the 
fear of the living God, you may train them up, ſo may you have 
comfort.in them at-the'laft, and they may grow up in the Wiſ- 
dom of' God, to rule over {ſuch outward Earthly things, as the 
Lord or you may commit into their hands; for this you may or 
ſhould know, that ſuch as truly fear God will do no Evil, nor 
waſte the Creatures upon their Luſt; and if you teach them to 


waſte the Creatures of God in Pride, luſt, vanity, and needleſs 


things'when they are young, how can (you expect, but they will 
abuſe;ſpend and waſte your Eſtate when they are grown up; and 
ſome have been bred -up'ſo high in Pride, that when they have 
wanted to maintain that, and other Wickednels, they have 
robb'd and ſtole to maintain it, and at/ laſt, ' with-ſhame, come 
tountimely ends 5 and many things'might be namediwhich with 
the Light you may alſo ſee and know, that theſe things are of 
. great concernment both for Body and Soul, and for your good 
and your Ckuldren. ': 11.4 BD 

Therefore that it may go well with them-and you, 'and that 
God may do them good at the latter end;i let all your Children 
every where be trained: upi i” 1he Wayrbat they fhomid go, which 
Way is Chriſt, and heſanth, | 1 ani amr the Light, and the Light/in 
them will let them fee," that: they ſnould not Lye, nor {peak 
Wicked Words, nor do any Violence one to another; and ſo 
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you are to train up your Children in the Zrghr; tor the Light 
is the Way in which they may come to know God, and hear his - 
Voice; for God {pcaks by him that ts the Light : And God cal- 
led Samuel, being yet a Child, and Ely vid the Child anſwer the 
Call of the Lord. And the Child, who antwered the Call of 
the Lord, reproved old Ely the Prieſt ; for that Prielts Sons were 
Sons of Bclial, and knew not God; and them fons of his were 
the {ir!t Prieſts that ever took Tythes by torce,and they and their 
Father came to an untimely Death, under the Judgments of God, 
which is allo to follow upon all them Prielts that take TI ythes by 
farce. And certainly, when I was a Chuld the Light of Chriſt 
inme did let me ſee the Abominatians of the Prieſts pra:tices, 
and did{peak againit their way of ſprinkling [nfants, and faid, 
I ſhould never ſtand as a God-father for any (nor never did) whereat 
a man Sore at me, and faid, Ir was pity any one did it for me ; 
but I ſaid, / mattered not xf theyhad never done it ;, for I was never 
the better, though had; never ſheand- apy.one {peak againſt the 
things, nordid not; nntil many years aftcr: And to, _that which 
is now my Guide, is:the ſame which was in the beginning before 
the Sin, and noother Foundation never knew, neither can ano- 
ther Foundation be laid inany, than that which 1s already laid, 
which is Chrilt within the hope of Glory ; andhe ſaith, [amthe 
Lipht, :come unto me; and [ufferilittle Children to come )wntome:;, for 
the Kingdam of God is of ſuch,"as come tohim meek,and low-in 
Heart, who '{aveth from Sin: And certainly. Inever knew thc 
Kingdom of Righteouſneſs and Peace, until:L became again as I 
was when I was a little Child : . And how hard it is to come again 
into that ſimple innocent ſtate, (when degenerated fromit) let 
Gods Witneſs in the Coulcience. anſwer. -;/Therefore is this 
written that you may not thutup:the Kingdom 'of Heaven from 
your Children. e/IOo 012 924 ONS BERL 
Secondly, Take heed how: you cauſe or ſuffer your Children to 
Babble many vain words with their Tongues, with a delight to 
hear them prattle when there is noneed; for thereby afterward 
the Tongue becomes an unruly Member, ſet 0» fre of Hel, Jam. 
3.6. as found and bore: the fierce Indignation of the Lord for; 


- and many little Children would not come to ſpeak fo many vain 


2nd evil words, which corrupt the good Manners, if they were = 
muc 


% 
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rauch provoked thereunto; and ſecing People delight to hear 


them ipeak the molt crafty words, which are from $he ſubrilty- 


of the Serpent; and many ſend their Children abroad among 
other wild People or Perſons, to. bave them. leara fub- 


tilty and crafs, to ſpeak their words from, and how-to be hare. 
dy, or too hard for others by ſubtil- Words and Lyes alſo, ig. 


buying and ſelling, and when they have learned it, ſay, They 


can live any where, and that they can ſbift for themſclves, and lis 


by their Wits and forecaſt, which indeed oft-times to deceiye 


ethers ; and yet there 3 ſucha plain, honeſt, ſimple Principle. 


ig ſome, that they can. never be brought into ſach ſubtil words, 
nor to ſo many words as athers, though they themſelves have 
much endeayoured to attain it, but they have been more plain 
nd fimple, and'the Lord preſerveth the ſimple, Pſal. 11.6. and 
uch ſometimes could not defend their own cauſe, but were 
pleaded down when their cauſe was juſt, by others that had 
karned more of the Serpents ſubtilty, which the Vengeance of 
God will one day come upon, when the Lord. avengeth the 
cauſc of the opprefed. 

And in this have had alſo _chergennee ; for whenl was 3 
Child 1 ſaw much into the vanity of needleſs words, and was 
very backwarda long time in ſpeaking, and in that, and ſome 
other things, much differing from other Children, and many 
thought I would have been afool, > hey ol] 5». bo 4; 
»he fooliſhneſs of God, and therefore oft-ztimes much means was un 
fed tocaule me to ſpeak, gad many Provocations long together. 
and yet not at all icarce make me ſpeak one word, for | ſaw 
then it was needleſs, and coold nogask one how he _— 
faw he was well, nor anſwer that which was needleſs; 


3 ſhould deliver m | / 
OS toons now hke a man 5 and-about ten years of 
Age my Father, in the fleſh, would ſometimes ſend me to Mar- 
ker, and it was long before ne, and all could: make me 
ask any more then the price he didallow me to (ell at; or if he 
did not ſet mea certainprice, then 1 ſhayld-reſolye of a price in 
| the mind, according as 1 ſaw the Markes, and ſo 1 often {old 
with the cheapelt, being loth torake-toe mach, and therefore 
was ofteneſteemed and called a Fool, and Dwnce 3 bur it had been 
eaſier for me, if | had never been drawn out of that ſtate, when I 
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Co all ParentFof Children. (130) 
wad ravght of God, to de unto others, as I would be dene wnte, and. 
was fearfulto ſtrike any one, but rather gave way to them that 
ſtruck me, and ſo was by many of my equals abuſed, and it was” 
hard for me to take away the life of any Creature, and pleaded 
much againſt it with my Father and Mother, when they 'com- 
manded me todo it, though it was but to kill a young Dog or' 
Cat, orthe like, my Life in me was grieved to do It,” and much 
was | forced to harden my Heart before | could do any ſuch thing, 


bringthem back-out of that ſtate again; but they 


fins; upon whom the Wrath of God abideth;; - 17! TT 


Gods Witneſs in them, and that will judg and reprove them for 
any Evil they have done, and will keep them more ont of alFEvil, 
then you by any other 'Reproof can do, and will anſwer your 
chaſtizing for any Eviltobe juſt, 'when done in the true Modera- 
tion, not exceeding, the Offence committed; nor*procecding 
from the leaſt motion of the wrathful nature in you [mark that.) 

Thirdly, take heed of provoking your Children tounquietneſs, 
= | > =" 6 £4: $40 netther 
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neither diſturbe them of being quiet ; for many are not content 
to ſee them ſober and quiet, but are provoking them to Lightneſs 
and vain Plcaſure, when they would be ſober, like Lambs ; 
for It 15 written, 1n quictneſs and ret ſhall ye be ſaved, Ifa. 30. 13. 
And ſtudy to be quiet, 1 Thel. 4.11. . And commune with your on 
Hearts, ana be ſtill, Pal. 4. 44 For when I was a Child, 1 
did often fit ajzd itand quiet long together, pondering many 
things in my Mind, ard as | grew upall along 29: 1727 remained 
with mc,that tor an hour, or ſome hours,it 1 were nor diiturbed,I 
fhould tit quiet, citier waiting on the Lord for Connfel, or 
{carching which motiu1: 1t: 13e to be guided by ; Ard when have 
been riding along the way, when 1 have found the right thing in 
me did not |cad me, I hav. t:rncd back and not rede that Jour- 
ncy : And myiileytttrg like a Fool, my Father hath often 


called ſ{n«ying, ard hath oi:cn ſharply reproved me for it ; fay-- 


ing, by way ot Reproach; / would ſure ſtudy to be ſome great Prea- 
cher or anothcr , avid my Motl:er hath come to me,” its like han- 
dreds of times, Lcth when 1 was a Child, anda Man, and in 
her pity hath laid hards en me, ard bid me ſhould not fir ſtudying 
ſo, for ſurely I nould make my ſelf a fool, not knowing what my 
condition was : Ard being 1o uſually diſturbed and grieved, 
ſometimes on Firſt-dayes, or when | could, 1 ſhould get into 
ſonic Wood, or place ſo private, that none ſhovld fird me, and 
there wait in quictneſs three or four hours, ard tometimes the 
Love of God would break through me, and bis Word would 
make my heart ſoft,and 1 felt the ſame then which now is my Life ; 
and now I know, that thole that wait on the Lord renew their 
ſtrength; and though it is written, The Lord was weary of the Peo- 
ples Sacrifices, and with their Words, Mal. 2.17. Yet it was ne- 
ver written in Scripture, that the Lord was weary of thoſe 
that warred upon him. Therefore you ſhould ſuffer your Children 
to wait upon God (orat lcaſtwile tobe quiet) ard rhar which 
may be krrown of Ged , 15 manifeſt in them, Rom. 1. 19. Ard the 
Lord hath not leſt himſelf withont a Witneſs in every Con- 
ſcience ; and it is Chriſt that 1s given for a Witneſs, Wa. 55.4. and 
his Light ſhinethin their hearts, who ſaith, Cee ro me, ard 
learn f me ;, for heis the Shepherd and Biſhop of the Soul, who 
teacheth all to Profit, Iſa. 48. 179. And that true Prophet, mhich 
whoſo hears not, the Soul rs cut iff, and certainly my Soul was cut 
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130 Toall Parents of Chſldren,; 

oft from the Life, when 1 was forced from hearing his voice in 
me, that 15 4 7:47 of Sorrows, and a4 a Lamb dumb. Theretore 
take hecd of provoking your Children to hearken to a ltianger, 
or another T cacher than he that is a hving Minſter within the vail, 
and the vail 15 over the Heart, where 1 have found that Inſtruttor 
that ſhall never be removed, it all Teachers without may be re- 
moyed, and Prieſts and men may dye, but this abides a Prieſt for- 
ever, beins made by the Power af an endleſs Life, Heb. 7. 

And fo now all ſuch as come to know ſomething of God in 
£1 them, they alio cometo it in ſilence, and'quictnets, toreceive 
ke Inſtructions from God, which is no new thing invented by the 
EC” will of man, or learned one from another, but ts the ſame with 
48 that which guided the Prophets, and was-in my heart from God 
"I, ' of a Child: andI do affrm in the preſence of the Lord God, 
\. "i | that I bad never returned out of that degenerate ftate which I was 
| "Y hurried into, from the meaſureof the breath of Life in me, sf 7 
2-8 had not waited in, and been obedient unto the Light of Chriſt, which 
: IF ws in me of, a Child : And you may all mind, that all along there 
! 


FH hath been ſomethivg in you, which in ſecret did reprove you 
for ſin, and will let you ſee the ſins of your Youth or Childhood, 
; ard that is the Light of Chriſt, the Son of God, who ſo loved the 
= World, that he gave his Son a Light into the World; and the World 
| be xs ſet in the Heart, Ecclef. 3. 11. that all men through him might 
y believe, and be faved from Wrath to come; and thar is it that is 
given fora \Witneſs, andthe Witneſs is alſo in the Conſcience 

T” ofa Child, which will teſtifie againſt it, after it hath done Evil, 
oy and the Countenance Will fall, like Cain; but before they have 
done Evil they are not aſhamed, as Adam, being innocent ; and 
IF ; be falily accuſed of an Evil they have" not done, they 
« {8 will hive BReneſs therein, and the Witneſs in them will juſtihe 
$4 them; Ind the Witneſs is given,of God to bea Leader,Ifa. 54.4. 
# =: and aCaptain, Heb. 2. 10. anda Saviorr, Mat. 1.21. And the 
Ws Lord in the midſt is mighty to ſave, Hol. 11.9. And this is freely 
* [1341 given to cvery one, without Money, and without Price, fo that 
"7448 there is neither Few nor Greek,, Barbarian nor Scyth:an, Bond 
, FN nor Free, but Chriſt is all, and in all, and he 1s called 4 Witneſs, 
; and the L'ehr of the Gentiles; and he faith, I am the Light, be- 


lieve inthe Light ; And God ts Light who ts above all, and through ak, 
& and 
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and in all, Epheſ. 4.6. And he hath placed a ſufſiciert meaſure in eve- 
ry one, Plal. 46. 5. Heb. $. 10, 11. which was my Teacher when 
| knew no other, and before I knew what it was, and is my 
Teacher now, and is the ſame as ever it was, aid doth not 
Change ;, and this is that which comes from God,and 1s not put in 
them by Man nor humane Learning, but men by their Eloqent 
Speeches and vain Deceit may lead them forth from that 7 hen, 
and fo break the Command of Chrilt, who ſaid, Go not forth, 
Mat. 24. 25. And then when they are led forth after Ls here, 
and Lo there, from the Rock, which is Chriſt, the Light within, 
and from the ſure Fowndation, which God hath laid, and vo man 
can lay another, though they deſpiſe this, and reject, and refuſe 
this precious Corner - ſtone, which is the Light that ſhineth in 
the heart to give the knowledge of God, from the which being 
lcd by the ſubtility of mans fallen Wiſdom, then are they lialale 
to follow any deviſed Fables, and Imaginations, and Sets, ard 
Opinons, and to be ſcattercd upon every dry, barran.and dark 
Mountain, as the Lord knoweth I was long, not knowing 
where to findReſt,having been hurried fremzand led out from my 
true Guide, from and by the which at firſt I could pray with the 
Spirit, as in meaſbre the Spirit that was within helped my Infir- 
mity, with Sighs andTears, which being led out from, and the 
tender Motions of it quenched;then after I grew up,was taught to 
lay Prayers, and ſome Prayers that others learned out of Books, 
and this they laid upon me to ſay every night,but I found that was 
jult as dry Heath, inſtead of 2 Honey-comb before, 

And lo being led on in a Form, and to look after Things, and 
Teachers without, the Light within became darkned, and my 
Underſtanding of the Son of God's Love ſhed abroad in my 
Heart, which ſometimes being ſenſible of, I began very Young 
to look after Prieſts and Sermons, and thought to have found the 
true Thing again there; but as true as the Lord God of Hea- 


venand Farth liveth, They did me more harm than all the reſt, and - 


led me farther from my Teacher, and from the ſence of the 
feeling after God, Atts 17. 27. to find him near me then ever, 
and withal begot in me abundance of the Serpents ſubtilty, ard 
the more becauſe I being ſenſible of a want in me, reccived their 
fair Speeches with much eagerneſs and earneſt Deſires, believing, 
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132 Toall Parents of Children, 
them that that was the W ay to Peace ; ſo that I grew much into*. 
that Knowledge which prffeth up, and did indeed encreafe my Sorrow, 
ard fo by them was 1 deceived, the Lord God knoweth 1 Lye not, 
but ſpeak. the Truth in Tlainneſs, having not Envy towards any of 
their Perſons; and this is the very Truth of my Heart, in the 
Preſence of ti ce living God, That it was more harder for me to 
leave and deny, and know Redemprion out of that, which 1 
learned from ard among the Prietts, then to leave the Fruits of 
all the Sin that ever I by Temptations did run into, and my WW it- 
neſs herein will abide in me forever. | 

Thercforc let the Lord Get be the Teacher of vour Children, 
who hath given them Life and Becing, and a better Teacher you 
cannot provide for them, nor dircct them unto, azd th. which 
may be kyowa of God ts mam} «ft mn thom:, and Jet that tead them, 
and guide them 1n Jus fear 5 and you are to let them underltand, 
that they {hould doand tpeak juſtly, according to that Waitnets 
of Ged in them, which will let them fee when-cver they are 
temptcd io ſpeak a Lye, or fay they have donefuch a thing as you 
commanded them, and have not; and will I:t them ſee, they 
ſhon!d be faithful and diligent unto you 1n all things, that are 
juſt inthe ſight of God ; and other things yon ſhould not rc- 
quire of them, Teſt you grieve them, but examples of Righte- 
ouincls liould you ve tn all Four Words and Actions unto them ; 
ardit vounre not able to fet them to School to Icarn to read, yet 
they have the Li-he from Chrift inthem already, ana that will ſhew 
them pluly of the Father , and he that 15 the Lrghe 25 che cood 
O!d IWay, in whicothe way furins men, thonzh Fool, carinot Err, 

Ardifyou ftthem to ſchool never folong to read and write, 
and with their learning to {carch the Scriptures, which is good, 
yet they are tocome to Chriſt the Light tht they may hive Life, and 
Ley are to learn of him, md follow h1n,and foto learn of Chrilt, 2s 
to know him to be in them the Hope of Glory, and the lf ay ont of 
Sin, ard unto the Father, his will in all things made manifeſt to 
obey, rather then man, that foit way go well with them, and 
that they may come to receive a Blciſing from Ged, and be a 
Comfort to their Parents, who fear him,and 2t laſt in Gods Ever- 
jaſling Covenant lie down with Peace and Rejt 
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ED all you young Children, who are growing up into years 
of di{cretion,this you are to underſtand,that you have not 
made your ſelves, but were created by the Lord God of Heaven 
and Earth, who ruleth over all Mankind, whoſe Preſence 1s 
every where, and filleth Heaven and Earth, and knoweth the 
ſecrets of all the Hearts of the Children of men, and ſheweth 
«to man (both Old ard Young) what rs his Thoughts, from 
whom the lcaſt Evil cannot be hid, who is dreadful in Holyneſls, 
and juſt in his Judgments, and Righteous inall his Wayes, and 
his Preſence 1s near unto evgry one, and from his All-ſceing- 
Eye can no one hide his deeds,ard before him ſhould you fear for- 
ever, and learn in his fear to walk, which wiil keep you out of 
Evil; and grieve ye not his Spirit, leſt he refuſe to help you in 
your great Liltreſs, neither provoke the Lord againſt you, by 
learning Waickedneſs among the Sons of men, who are all aſtray 
from the lowly Guidance of his Spirit, and fo their works are 
Evil, and their words Unfſavoury, ard Evil Words they uſe, 
which dothcorrupt the good Manners, the which of them you 
ihould not learn, but let your Tea be Tea, and your Nay be Nay, 
and ſo learn of Chriſt, that his Power he may miniſter unto you 
and you by him come tobe ſaved, that you may be Children of 
Godzand taught of God, and drawn by his Spirit unto Chrilt his 
Son, who laid, / amthe Light,of whom the Scriptures bear Telti- 
mony ; And in him (the Scripture faith) is Life; and he is 
come, who is the Light, that you might have Life in your ſelves, 
and come to be Heirs of. the Promile of God by Regeneration, 
throvgh the working of the Power of God, which worketh in the 
'Hearts of the Children of men, to fit them for himlelf, a iZibita- 
tion of Holineſs, tht he may be glorified inhis People. = 
Ard certainly you ougiit in the tendernels of your Years to 
_ havea true tear before that God of Lite, which made you, who 
Is an inviſible Spirit, as may be read inthe Holy Scriptures of 
Truth: And as you learn the fear of the Lord, who cometh to 
dwell in his people, he will by the DircQion and Guidance of 
the Light of his Son in your Hearts, who 1s the Mediator, by 
whom the Law is handed forth, will he teach you your Duty to- 
| | ward 
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134 To all young Children, 


ward; your Neigh)our, which is near unto you, and to Honour 
your Father and Mother and waat Hononr 15, az allo your Du- 
ty and Obedience in the firlt place towards God, that his Love 
might be towards you, and that your dayes might be prolonzed, 
as alſo faith the Law; for whſo growetn Wicked and Rebellious 
againſt the Light, the Lord ſuffereth not to live out half their 
dayes, Job 24. verſ. 13. For Lite comes from God,and he with- 
draws it at his pleaſure from them. that obey him not; and 
when he taketh way their Breath they dye, and the Breath of 
God was the Life of the Soul of man ; and Chrilt ſaid, He w.« the 
Life, who is meck and lowly in Heart, who [ttd, Sufer little 
Children to come unto me ; and (aid he, 1 am the Way, and he com- 
eth to condemn Sin, and callethto Repentance, his Name is cal- 
ed, The Word of God, Rev. 19. 13. and {be Word ts very nigh thee, 
even in thy Heart, Rom. 10.8. Ando that is the Way that you 
all which are Towng, ſhould go, andbe trained up in, that when you 
are old, you might not depart from it, Prov. 22.6. ſo may you have 
Peace with God, and his Bleſling to be with you alwayes, and 
be a Comfort to your Parents, and all that truly fear the 
Lord. 


Written by a Member of Chriſt, whoſe love was to little Children, and 
ſou mine, who am caked, 


Hamphery Smith. 


The 


THE. 
True and Everlaſting Rule 
From God diſcover'd, [ 
AND 
That which proveth all things Publiſhed 


from the Spirit of Truth. 


To the which Rule the Scriptures alſo bear Teſtimony 


that the Simple and Honeſt-hearted may ſee what Rule they 
arc to walk by to come to perfect Peace and Relt with 
God for cvermore. 


Alſo, A Teſtimony ot the true Prophet, who was 
to come. and '5 come, and there is not another ; his 
Work witneſled, apd Truth declared from a feeling-ſence 
and experience according to Scripture. 


Whereis alſo is ſhewed, 

That the Prophets of God and Miniſters of Chriſt did 
preach the Light; and fo thoſe who preach the Light now, 
do therein preach the ſame DoCtrine as the Prophets, Chriſt 

and his Apoſtles did. | 


with an Jnvitation from the Spirit of Chrilt, 


———_— 


By a Servant of the Lord, and 4 Sufferer for bis Truth in the Houſe of. 
Correition at Wincheſter iz Hampſhire, called 


 Humphry Smith, 


The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee a Prophet from the midſt of 
' thee, of thy Brethren, like unto me, unto bim ſhall ye hearkey, 


Deut. 18. 15. 
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Tot'e Flockof GOD, whom he hath ' 
gathered in Gloce/terſhire, Herefordſhire, Worces 
ſterfhire Wiltſhire,Oxfordſhire, Buckinzhamphire, 
Hampſhire, Dorcetſhire and Devonſhire, 


*O you, my dearly beloved Lambs and Babes im Chriſt Jeſus, choſen 

: of God the Father befare the Foundation of the Word; called to 

be Saints; ſan6tificd with the Irving Truth in the inwai d parts, juſtified 
by him that is near ;, red.emed with the Bluod of the new Covenant ; 
olorificd as a roy.:l Diadem in the hand of the Father, preſerved through 
believing and obedience, by the mighty Arm of unl.umted Power \, com- 
paſſed about with Salvation ; anointed with Oyl of Foy, and Gladnefi 
of Heart'; who are beloved of my Soul, and the Foy of the whole Earth, 
who are choſen, and fatthful and true ; who aprough great Tribulation 
the Kingdom do come to receive ; who have not loved your Lives unto 
the Death ; who did once walk in the Shadow of Death \ whoſe feet now 
come to be guided in the Way of Everlaſting Peace, towhom the hand 
of the Fathers infirite Love hath beenreached forth, as unto tender 
Babes, who come ts\be born and nurſed up by the Womb and the Paps 

that are free, which is the Mother of us all, who know the firſt-born, 
which 1s bleſſed for evermore ; who are become the firſt Fruits unto God, 

and to the Lamb, who have received the Te$timony of feſus ; who 
bave waſhed your Robes in the Blood of the Lamb, and have. received 
the fine Linen, which is the R'ghteouſneſs of God, and the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Saints; whoſe Sins are done away forever , whoſe Naksd- 

neſs is covered ,, who have put on the pure Robes, and are adorned 44 a 

Bride for her Huſband \, who are clothed with Righteouſneſs, as with a 

Garment, and are all Glorious within, and are able to ſland upon 

the Sea of Glaſs, mingled with Fire, and. before the Throne, 

out of which proceeds Lightnings, and Thunders, and Voices ; 


. who have caſt down all your Crowns at the fect of the Lamb, and tome 


to wait on him forever and ever, who is King of Kings, and Lord 
| of 


- 
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To the Flock of GOD. 137 


of Lords, who #5 worthy of all G lory, aud Honour, and Pruiſe, and 
Thanks, and Obedience, and Dominion from all his for cver more, 

The Salutation of. me, the Priſoner of Feſus Chrijt, with my own 
hand, unto you, my dear Ones, unto whom at preſeut my Bowels of 
Love from God the Father are poured forth, with whom I am inthe 
Spirit of Love and Meekyeſs, among whom | have paſſed trough good 
Report 47d evil Report, yea, that which 15 not to be 1.4med, who am 
as one of the leaſt, yet not the leaſt in Love unto you, who are unto me 
as the Children of my own Bowels, bound up with me in the 1:\peakgble 
Life of the Father, which from -l! the World is hid for ever mare, where 
Life and Immortality dwelleth forcver, and 3s daily felt by all you that 
abide faithful in the Obedtence, and kerp yo Garments nf of 
the Fleſh, abiding in the pure Fear und godly Humility, your Bread 1s 
continued, and your Watcrs are ſure, and your Souls are made 7s 4 
watered Gard n, and Peace and Life ſprings up in you, and you may 
delight your ſelves in Fatneſs, and find the repleniſhiags from the 
Fountain of God*s lrwving Mercies, and grow up in the holy Life as 
. Trees of Righteouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, that he may be 
lorified. | 

he Church of the firſt born are you come to be, the Pillar and 
Ground of Truth, made lively Stones, elett and precious, growins up 
_ aboly Building unto God the Father, who will dwell in you his holy 
Temple forever and ever, who are founded upon the eleit, precious and! 
Corner-ſtone, the ſure Foundation, che Rock of Ages, r/e Light, 
of the World, whoſe light your life, which is ſhining forth wie 
the Sons of men, that they may ſee your good Works, which are wroz7ht 
In and by you, and hear your ſeaſoned words, which miniſters Grice unto 
the Hearers, and anſwers Gods Witneſs in all, and makes for your Ad- 
vantage, who are as Plints of Renown, a Habitation of Holineſs, 
Veſſels of Honour, CluSters of Grapes, who receive nouriſhment f. om 
the Vine, whoſe Fruzt never fadeth, whoſe Rivers are never dry, whoſe 
Rayment never waxeth old, whoſe Glory never fadeth, whoſe {trength 
renewed as the Morning, your Dread i upon the People, ind your 
Terror upon the Heathen; your Enemies are all as ſtubble before you, 
and your God in the midst of you 1s a conſuming Fire, Dreadful is 
hns Preſence in you, unto all bis and your Enemies, the Workers of 
Iniquity, who ſhall fall before you as the Grafſi that is cut down, and 
wither as the Bloſſom that 1s cut off ; Paleneſ ſhall cover the faces of all 
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133 To the Flock of GOD. 


your Enemies; before you ſhall all People be much pained,, Sorrow 
ſhall take hold upon them sn the Wight-ſoaſon; then ſhall the Arrows 
of the Lord reach into their Bowels ; Aſtoniſhment of Heart ſhall be 
upon them, and they ſhall fly when none purſues ; and be in Diſtreſs,and 
none ſhall deliver. Ariſe againſt them, O ye, my Lambs! inthe 
frrength of the Lord, wko teacheth your hands to war, and your fing- 
ers to fizht >, let the Beaſt be overturned forever, let the Whore have 
blood to drink; let her Merchant be ſpoiled forever,and all ber Children 
daſhed againſt the Stone, and broken to pieces as a Potters Veſſel with 
the Power of the Light ;, let the Darts of your hands, who hanale the 
Word of Life, ſtrike through all the falſe Prophets, and reach unto the 
ſecrets of all their Hearts, to the renting open of their Chambers of 
Darkyxeſs, and the cutting down of the Enemies of the Moſt High ; 
and fear not,let nt your hands be ſlack, the Lord of Hoſts goeth before 
yous the mighty God i5in the midſt of you,the ſhout of a King is among 
you, and your Weapons are not Carnal, but Spiritual, which will bring 
down their Holds, thourh never ſo ſtrong. | 
And you who ſuffer im outward Bonds, and there mn your place, 
according to your meaſures, bear your Teſtimony againſt the covetons 
Hirelings, who are the Merchants that belong to the great Whore, 
who have long fed at Jezables T able and have long deceived the ſim- 
ple: Oh! faint not in your long-ſuffering, the Lord Gods with you, 
as you continue in patience and long-ſuffering, and you ſball be crowned 
- with Immortality forever, if you endure ra the end; for the Cry of 
your Afﬀeittion is aſcended up on high,and the Lord hath heard the Sigh- 
ing of the needy, and a three-fold Reward will you at laſt rece;ve, who 
endure tothe end; For the Lord God of Life,who ſeeth in ſecret, is ſcs 
cretly undermining the. very Foundations of all Sions Enemies, and 
bringing Deliverance unto the Captives in a Way that hath not been 
k own; that unto you, O ye affiitted Ones! may Deliverance come, 
not by might, nor by ſtrength of man, but by the mighty Arm of 
Gods Power, which in due time will bring Deliverance unto all the 
dear Lambs of Chriſt, who this day ſtand faithful in the Innocent 


ſuffermss. 
And all you who are yet but young and tender, abide you all in Meck- 
neſs, Lowlineſs Diligence and Faithfulneſs, without murmuring at 


them that are growing up before you, and let no Root of Butterneſs 
| ſpring 


% To the Flock of GOD. RR 
ſpring up among any of you, I beſeech you in the Bowels of the Lord 


Teſus Chriſt. 


And al you that are grown up into the Underſtanding of Holinef, 
walk you all in the Life of God, and let that guzde you in God*s Wiſe 
dom, as Examples to the Fluck,, among whom you are placed, not as 
Lords, torule with any thing in the Will, but in Tenderneſs to ſerve the 
leaſt Member, that it may be preſerved, that all may grow up a holy 
Building unto God the Father, To whom be all Glory forever and 


ever. 


The Bleſſing of the Lord be upon you, and the Power of the Maſt 
High everſhadow you, that you may ſpring forth as the Roſe in Summer, 
and be frutful as the Vine m its Seaſon, 
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149 
T he trne aud everlaſling Rule diſcovered, 


CAC. 


He Lord God formed man of the Duſt of the Ground, 
and breathed into his Nottrils the Breath of Lite, and 
| and man became a living Soul. So man was formed of 
that which was earthly, and into that which was earthly, that 
which was living was breathed; and that which 1s living comes 
from Ged, which is to keeppnd lead man unto God ; but man 
011g Irom that which is living, into that wig is Earthly, is 
Licre>y led from God, and being led from that which is living, 
he i13allo pleading tor another thing than that which is the Life, 
to be his Kitle and Guide, and fo comes not to be guided by that 
which is manifeſt of God in him, Ge. 2. 7. Rom. 1. 19, Now 
the Letter is not living, but the Breath of Life within is ; the 
which living Breath man not knowing, gocth forth from it to 
be guided by the Letter which killeth, 2 Cor. 3. 6. 

But the holy men of God, who walked with God, and were 
obedient to his Will, and {pake forth and writ Scriptures from 
that which was holy in them, and were Perfect in their Genera- 
tion ; they were ſuch who came to be guided by that which was 

living in them, and from that men in dayes of old called upon 
the Name of the Lord, Ger. 6. 28. and they had not a Scripture. 
without them to gnide them thereunto. ES 

And Enoch walked with God, and fo he walked with that 
which is living, and not with that which is earthly, neither had 
he a Scripture ( without him) to be his Rule; and fo he walking 
with him who is the Life, came to be tranilated that he thonld 
1:0t ſee Death, Ger. 5. 24. Heb. 11.5. 

And Noah, who was Perfect in his Generation, found Grace 
in the light. of the Lord. [Conhider this] he found that by which 
man comes tote ſaved z for by Grace man 1s ſaved, which Grace to 
all men hath appeared; and io Noah found that which bringeth 
Salvation. 


— | : 
> 


The ttue Rule difcovered; 141 
Salvation, which is the Grace of Godin the Heart, and thereby 
he came to do God's Will, and not by any thing that was earth- 
ly, nor from a Scripture without, Gep.6. 8, 9. Ephef. 2. 5, & 8. 
Cel.3.15,16. Ard Neab, who found that by which man is ſaved, 
him God bleſſed, and his Seed, and ſaid, T he fear of you, and the 
dread of you ſhall be upon every Beaſt of the ficld; and they. were 
to multiply and bring forth abundautly from the living that was 
within The Earkh ;: for by that comes the increale of God, and 
with them God eſtabliſhed his Covenant, and ſo Gods Covenant 
came to be eſtabliſhed with him who found that in the Heart by 
which man is ſaved, Gen. 9. 1, 24 7s $3 917 Io 
And the Lord, who is-the one Spirit, was Abraham's Leader 
from his Kindred and Father's; Houſe ; and; ſo Abrabam heard 
that which was living, ard obeyed that whigh.was ſpiritual, who 
had nota Scripture to be his Rule,z, and unto himthe Lord ap 


peared,-and blelled, ardin thetime of the rieypus Famines he 
and his leed- was fed, Gem 424 112574349519+ And, he. that is led 


by the Spirit comes,;thereby to/receiveteedings when the Famine 
comes upon them who are led by- azother thing; and: Abraham, 
who -tollowed: the Lord, was called-the Friend of . God, aud he 
(through believing) became the Father of many Nations, and 
he iaw the day of Chriſt, the Light,and obeyed the Word, which 
liveth and abideth forever, x Per. 1. 23--and being led by that 
which is living from his Father?s Houſe, and out of his Country, 
lo o that whichis living was he preſerved, and him God loved, 
and to him afterward the Word of the Lord did come, ſayings 
Fear not Abraham, I am thy Shield, and thy exceeding great Re- 
ward: And Abraham anſwered the Lord, and the ſeed which 
God blefled came forth of his Loins, who are led by the Spirit, 
Gen, 15-1. Heb. 11. 8,9. E $24 * 

Arid on the contrary, Nimrod, who began to be a mighty one 
in the Earth, he went hunting before the Lord, who is the one 
Spiritz and now there is that firſt which is earthly, and much 


carthly Wiſdom, whereby man goeth hunting before the Spirit 


comes, the which ſhould not be, but man ſhould ſtand (till (and 


not hunt) and ſee the Salvation of God, and fo receive the Spi- - 


rit tolcad (or gobefore) him, and not to run or liunt before 
the Spirit, but let it lead man, as its written, As m.iny 4s are led 
by 
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by rhe'Sprrit of Gotl, ave the Sons of God, Rom: $. 14. 'but Nimrod 
lunted before Ged, who is aSpirit, -and he was one of the ſeed 
of Ham, who. was the Father of Canaan, whom - Noah curſed. 
And the beginning of this mighty Hunter's Kingdom was Babel, 
where the Lord (whom he hunted before) followed after, 
and confonnded the Language of -all them, that belonged to this 
mighty Hunter, who was a mighty one inthe Earth z and out of 
this Land of 'Babel went forth them that bnilt many Cities, and 
afterwards there was a People whoſe gods were according to 
the number of their Cities : And fo, ſce what followeth when 
man is not led by the Spirit of God (as Noah was, and fo pre- 
ſerved) but hunts mightily: before him, being mighty in that 
which is Earthly ; firſt he is mighty in the Earth, then a mighty 
Huzter, then builds a mighty T ower, whereby he that 1s earthly 
would climb up to Heaven ſ'thisa Figure] -and then God con- 
founded the Language;' and afterwards thoſe that were in the 
many Langnagesprofelked God (who confounded the Language ) 
before whom their Father Nod hunted ; and they being found 
tn that which God confounded, thongh' they profeſſed God, 
yet in Werks denyed him,/ and crucified his Son, the Lord of 
Glory, and writ over his Head, ofthe many Languages, Latin, 
Greek and Hebrew; and this was written above him that was 
the Light; and fo rhem-now who are of the 'ſtock of - Babel, are 
yet exalted aboye the Light, and count the Light a weak and low 
contemptible thing, *ret able to ſave it ſelf, much lefs to fave 
them thathelicve in it; and &© therein manifeſt themſelves to be 
of their Fathers, who crucified him that ſaid, 7 am the Light, and 
faid unto him, 7f rhou be the Son of God, ſavethy ſelf;, and fode- 
fpifed him who came to ſave them. And this 41s fome of the effect 
of mans hn: ting mightily in the Earth (before they came to re- 
ceive the Spirit) as Nrmrod did, Ger. g. 18, 25. Ch. 10.8, 9,10,11. 
ch. 11. 152534456578: John 19. 19420. 

Bnt Facob followed, obeyed and believed the Lord, who is a 
Spirit, and the Preſence of God was with hun, and the Bleſling 
of the Moſt High was upon him ; and the Lord promiſed, To be 
with him (who was a Worm) #1 ſix Troubles, and in ſeven ; end 
when he paſſed through the Fire and the Water ; and God gave hin a 
new Name, andafterwards promiſed, To give his Sced a ® ame 

ctter 


\ 
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better than of Sons and Daughters; and Facob was a plain man, 


Ls 


nw 


and dwelt in Tents, and him God loved, and he prevailed with 
God, Iſa. 41. 14. Ch. 43.1,2,394,5- Gene22.28. Iſa.56.5. 

And ſo Nimrod (with his Followers,) who was mighty in the 
Earth, came to be confounded, and Facob, who was (little in the 
Earth) as a Worm, and dwelt in Tents, heand bis Seed came to 
be bleſſed. | : 

And Moſes, the Servant of the Lord, whom God Almighty 
honoured in his everlaſting Love,and made him a Deliverer-unto, 
anda Judge and Ruler over the Peoplgy, A&-s 7. 35- he being in 
eEgypt, the Land of Darkneſs and Bond and all the Seed and 
Iſrael of God in cruel Oppreſſion ; and I do not read that he had 
any direction from Man or Scripture, or any thing elſe without 
him, to guide him at firſt to refule to be called the Son of Pharoahs 
Daughter, and the glory of egypt, and to chuſe to ſuffer Af- 
fiction with the People of God : Neither dol read, that he ſaw 
the Angel or Glory of the Lord, until after he was, and had 
been Obedientunto that which God had given into him (for that 
which may be known of God, is manifeſt within, Rom. 1.19.) for it 1s 
{aid in the Scriptures of Truth, That it was by Faith ( HeH.11.24-) 
that he refuſed the evil, and choſe the good; and Faith is that which- 
1sin the Heart, As 15.9. As it is written, If thou believe 1n thy 
Heart, Rom. 10.9. Aﬀts 18. 37. Andof that Faith in the Heart, 
God hath given to every man a Proportion, Rom. 12.6. Ard as that 
(which is but little) in man is loved and obeyed, ſo man comes 
to know more of God, and hear his Word of Faith, which is 
in the Heart, Rom.10.8. And by hearing and Obedience of Faith 
man receiveth the Spirit, Gal. 3. 2. which is an undeniable 
Truth, which I might prove by a cloud of Witneſles from the 
Scriptures, which were given forth from the Inſpiration of God, 
by his holy Servants: And ſo there being ſomething of Godin 
man, whereby man may (as Moſes did.) firſt refuſe the Evil, and 
then chute a ſuffering ſtate, and ſo learn todo well, the Sin then 
comes to be done away, 1/a. 16. 17, 18. and afterwards more of 
God's enleſs Love and powerful Preſence is made manifeſt ; 
and ſo being faithful in the little received fromGod in the Hearr, 
man comes to rule over much, as Moſes did, who firſt learned the 
Obclience of Faith in the Heart, though in e£gype, and in the 

| time 
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time of great: Pcriecttion, - where he was alfo defpiſed of his 
Brethren, yet heobeycd the Word of Faith in the Heart, and fo 
afterwards to kim Gedappeared, and the Word cf the Lord 
came nnto him, and he talked with God afterwards face to face, 
as a man talketh with his Friend; ard the many Wonders that 
the mighty Power of God wrought in and by him, are recorded 
at large in the holy Scriptures tor a Teſtimony thereof, to laſt 
throughout many Generations. And by this: Faith alſo after- 
wards the Members of Chrilt did walk, 2 Cor. 5. 7. 

And F:ſhua, who ſucceeded Meſes, was fuil of the Spirit of 
Wiidomz {conlider that) he was firlt tullof the Spirit, and fo 
therevy he came to be a Leader and Ruler over others, and the 
Dreadot the Lord-te!}, and his Judgments came upon them who 
roie up, or.itood againit him, and thoſe whom he by the Power 
of the Spirit in him came-to rule over; and great, many and 
mighty were the Victories that God gave unto this man, who 
was bold and couragious by reaſon of the fullneſs of the. Spirit 
that was in him ; andthe People hearkned unto him,. as they did 
unto Moſes, and he leftnothing undone of all that the Lord com- 
manded Mofes, Dent 34s 9. Foſh, 11.15. 

But the Lords people in theledayes, who are led by the Spirit 
of God in them, are accounted both by Prieſts, Rulers and Peo- 
ple, to be drunk or mad, as it was before, when the Son of God 
(who is the Eight) was revealed in Paul, Gal. 1. 15, 16. he was 
accounted: by the Ruler-of the People tobe mad, As 26. 24. 
Ard when the Diſciples/of Chriſt had waited, and afterwards 
received the Spirit of Truth within, from the which they ſpake, 
2s with new Tonguesf” as the Spirit gave them utterance ; at 
them then many were amazed, others mocked, ſuppoſing them 
tobe drunk, Acts 2.12, 133 1415- And wheaHzannah prayed 
in -Hcart, being grieved in Spirit, was elteemed to be drunk, 
even by Elythe Prieit, yet ihe by her Prayers in her Heart, ob- 
tained her deſire of the Lord, who =_r her a Son that knew the 
Lord, and miniſtred before him, being yet a Child ; but the 
Sons of Ely the Prieſt, were Sons of Belial, and knew not God, 
(like the PgltSof England) 1 Sam. 14.and 2. 18. | 

And Davra,. a man after Gods own Heart, was a deaf man, 


and hcard not, and as a dumb man that openeth not his _ 
ing 
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being dumb with Silence, and held his Peace even from good 
until his Heart was hot within him, and the Fire burned, then 
he ſpake with his Tongue, P/al. 38. 13, 14. Pſal. 39. 1, 2, 3. 
&9. and afterwards he ſaid, Thy Word have I hid in my Heart, 
(which Word is as a Fire) that I might not ſin againſt thee, and 
{d that which keepeth from Sin 1s hid in the Heart; and that 
Word David ſaid, was a Lamp to hu Feet, and a Light unto his 
Paths; which Word he kept, and loved the Law of the Lorg, 
which is written in the Heart, and ſo was made wiſer than his 
Enemies, and had more underitanding than the, Ancients, and all 
his Teachers, Pſal. 1 19. 10, 11. verl. 42, 43, 50, 67, $1, 97, 98, 
99, 10O, IO1, 102, 103, 1044 ICS. 

And all the Prophets of the Lord were led, guided and di- 
rected by the Spirit of Chrilt which was in them, both in their 
Actions, which ſometimes were as Fooliihnefs aud Madneſs in 
the Eyes of the profeſſing Fews, and allo in their Words, which 
ſometimes were as Thunder againſt the Ungodly, though they 
were the Rulers of the People; and their Words were fo Ter- 
rible againſt them that profelled Godlineſs, and lived in Unrigh- 
teouſneſs, that Amaziah the high Prieſt ſaid of one of the Pro- 
phets, (who ſpake in the dread of the Lord) That the whole Land 
was not able to bear his Words, Amos 7.10. 

. And Amaziab the Prieſt of Berhuel, being not able to bear the 
Word of the Lord, therefore he _ accuſed Amos of conſpi- 
ring againlt the King, Amos 7. And from the Spirit in them did 
the Prophets with boldneſs declare againſt the Wickedneſs of 
the Rulers of the People, ſaying ro the poluted City, Thy Prin- 
ces are Rebellious, and Companions of Thieves ; they love Gifts and 
Rewards, and judge not the Fatherleſs, nor the cauſe of the Widdow-; 
and ſuch as theſe are the Adverſaries and Enemies of the Lord, upon 
whom he will be avenged, and all them that trouble his Servants, Iſa. 
1.23, 24. 2 Theſ. 1.6. And it is juſt aad right for the Friends 
of Chriſt to declareagainſt the Effemies of the Lord, and thoſe 
that decree unrighteons Decrees, and write grievouſneſs 
which they have preſcribed, and turn aſide the Needy from 
Judgment, and take away the Right of the People, that they 
may Rob the Fatherleſs ; againſt theſe 1s the Hand of the Lord 


ſtretched out; and they are to bow down under the Priſoners, 
| u and 
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ard fall urder the ſlain, 1a. ;o. 1, 2,3, 4- and ſaith the Prophet, 
Wo to the filthy and poluted City, her Princes are roaring Lyons, her 
Fudges are PoOug Welves, ber Prophets are light and treacherous, 
her Prieſts have poluted the Santtuary, Zeph. 3. 1, 2, 3,4- and ma- 
ny more ſuch expreſlions they uicd, which was not Railing, but 
tound Words in the fcar and dread of the Lord ; read Amos the 
firſt and ſecond Chapters. 

And from the Spirit of Truth in thcm did they alſo declare, 
even againit ſuch as were the Teachers and Leaders of the Peo- 
ple, and were made Miniſters by a Law of Ged, which Law was 
then in force, and thoſe Miniiters departing out of the way, and 
corrupting the Covenant, (like the Priclis of Eng/ind) there- 
fore the Lord made them {as he will th.ſe, who deny the Way, 
the Light) baſe and conteniptible in the Eyes ot all the People, 
becaule they alſo have been partial in the Law, Az. 2. 8, 9. and 
againſt ſuch did (and do) the Servants of the Lord declare, 
they being ſuch Shepherds that cannot underitand, but are bligd, 
ignorant, dumb, greedy Dogs, (thele are the worſt of Dogs) 
Iſa. 56. 10, 11. and by ſuch is the horrible thing conimitted, 

- Fer. F- 30, Zl. And the Paſtors are become bruitiſh, Jer. 10. 21. 
Uherefore bearken not unto them, Jer. 27. 13 15 16. verics ; alſo 
read Fer. 23. and Ezck. 34. For as Troops of Rebbers wait for a 
an, fo the company of Prieſts murther in the way by conſent, Hof, 
6.9. And one of the chicf of that number is John Hodder, Pricit 
of the Pariſh called Haychurch, in the County of Dorſer, and 
there was a People, the Heads thereof judged tor Reward, and 
the Prieſts teached for Hire, and the Prophets divined for Mc- 
ney, (15 it not ſoin England? ) Mich. 3. 11. and faith the Pro. 
phet, O ye Prieſts, this Commandment is for you, I will ſend a Curſe 
upon you, and corrupt your Seed, and ſpread Dung upon your Faces, 
even the Dung of your ſolemn Feaſts, | hearken ye Prieſts of Eng- 
land] Mal. 2. 1,2, 3. And this was and is found Doctrine, 
which the itching Ears of the falſe Teachers of our dayes cannot 
endure to hear, being found themſelves ſuch curſed Children 
that cannot ceale from Sin, that were to come in the latter dayes, 
2 Pet. 2. 14. and thoſe Words, and many more to the ſame ef- 
fect, were they guided by the Spirit of Chriſt (the Light) in 
them to ſpea; and from that Spirit they declared againſt the 
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Rulers, Prieſts and People, who had the Law or Letter, and 
Moſes Writings without them, yet were Enemies to the Spirit 
of Truth within. But the Prophets ſearched diligently to fee 
what, and what manner of time the Spirit of Chrilt in them did 
ſignifie, 1 Pet. 1.11. So-that the Spirit of Chriit was in the 
Prophets, which teſtified unto them, and was tacts Rule a::d 
Guide. 

And when Chriſt came who is the end of the Prophets, 4nd 
the Law, he alſo declared againſt the lame gencration, as the 


the Devil, who did his Works, notwithitanding they had tae 
Scriptures and the Oracles of God, and were of the place of holy 
Worthip, and were zealous and ſtrict therein, even. againſt 
them did Chrilt proclaim many Woes, Mar.23. for the Word of 
God had noplace in them, neither could they hear it, Foba 8. 37, 
43. but in Chriſt the Light didall the fullneſs of God dwell, 
Col. 1.19. & 2.9. Ando, he that had the fullneſs of God within 
him, was counted a Deceiver, a Blafphemer, denyed and crucitied 
by them that had the Oracles oft God without them, and read 
the Prophets every Sab-ath-day (yet knew not their Voices, 
* Aft 13-27.) which prophelicd of him, whom they knew not 
when he was come (who is the Light.) And now we do bear 
witneſs, that the Light is come, as did 1/azah 60. 1, 2, 3. though 
Darknels covers tlie tacth, and groſs Darkneſs the People, yet in 
him that is the Light, doth the fulneſs of God abide'; and no ma" 
cometh to the Father (or fulnecſs of God) but the Son, who is 
Light. Ard now, thoſe that have the Scripture (and call that 
their Rule) inthe which they read of Chriſt the Light, yet the 
Light they deny, and ſo deny him of whom the Scriptures ſpeak, 
and him unto wi:om all Power 11 Heaven & Ea th is committed ; 
and 1o long as they deny him, who is the Light, unto whom all 
Power is committed, they cannot receive Power from him to be- 
come the Sons of God, but they who do receive and believe in 
him who is the Light, «no chem he gives Power to become the Sons of 
God, John 1. 12. 
And now the zealous profeſſing Jews, Scribes and Phariſces 
have the Scriptures, but they deny him that is the Zryhr, and fo 
they are blind; and all thoſe mult needs be blind who hate the 
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Prophets did (and we do) and he ſaid, They were of their Father 
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Light, and deny it;. and ſo the Fews had the Oracles: of. God: 
without them, and the Law. without them, and Chritt the Son of 
God without them, and among them, preaching to thein,. and 
yet they weredeaf and blind; audof the.Devil ; for they did his. 
Werks. | 

And moreover, the Diſciples. of Chriſt mightread the Scrip- 
tures without them, and they had him, in whom was the ſulilneſs 
of God, among them, with them, or without them, and yetin. 
many things they underſtood not, John 12. 16. but were often 
asking Queltions, as in Mar. 23. 10, 36. Chap. 16. 22. ch. 17. 
10, 13, 19. Ch. 18.121. ch. 19. 10. Ch. 24. 3. fohn 13.7. and 
fome time they knew not what Spirit they were of,. Lake g. 55. 
and though he had been along time with them, yet it was iiard 
for them to know him, Fohn 14. 5, 6, 'j, 8, 9. and though he nad 
been ſo long time with them, [_conlider] (it was with tiem) 
(for [With] may be one thing, and [2] another) until he 
had finiſhed the Work (without them) which the Father gave 
him to do, Fehr 17.4. [Conlider] (the outward Work of Chriſt 
withont, or among the Diſciples, may be finiihed)) and he was 


ut the Paſſover with them, and at the Supper with them, and gave 


his Life for them; and'they ſaw his Body broken, and his Blood 
ſhed without them ; and yet notwithſtanding all this, afterwards 
he (tiat is, the Lighr) upbraided them of Unbelicf and Hardneſs 
of Heart, Mark, 16. 14. who for along time had the fulneſs of 
God amoneglt, and with them, who being with them, ſaid, He 
that w with you, ſhall be myou, John 14.17. And lo they wereto 
wait -to.receive him [within] and that within was to avide for- 
ever,but that without departed away z but that within was and 1s 
to lead into all Truth, and be with his tothe end of the World ; 
for that which 15 in man, is alwayes with him ; but that which is 
with man, and not in him, may not al wayes be with him. And 
now the Light is in man, and lo he that 1s with his to the end of 
the World, is the Light of the World, whois the Reſurrection 
and the Life, who was dead, and is alive, and ſays he liveth for 
evermoie, who hath finiilicd his Work in the outward things, to 
wit, "*rcamciſion,B iptiſm, the Supper, and Death on the Croſs with- 
ont the yate, and is now revealed within, and worketh a!l! our 


- Works in us,aud ever liveth to makeInterceſlion for us,//a.26. r2. 
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Heb: 7.25, in whoſe Hearts he is now crying, Abba Father, and: 


he that hath the Son, hath alſo the Father, ro whom be Eternal 
Dominion, Glory, Honour, and humble Obedience for ever- 
more.. 

_ And&ſo Chriſt Jeſus being alſo guided by that of God,or rather 
the fulneſs of God in him, whereby he finiſhed his Work, and de- 
parted away from among them, and. bid them wait for that 
which ſhould abide with them forever ; and ſaid, Theſe things 
have 1 ſpoken unto you, being yet preſent with you, but the Comforger, 
whom the Father will ſend in my Name, he ſhall teach you all things, 
John: 14+ 16, 25, 26. and that which teacheth all things was to 


be revealed within, and until that was come and revealed in © 


them, they did not know all things; fo that that which teacheth 
all things, and ſheweth plainly of the Father, and abideth for- 
ever, is tobe received within; and: they in Obedience to his 
Command did wait, and their waiting was not in vain; for when 
the time was fully come, they did receive the Promiſe of the 
| Father, which they had:waited for, and fo were hlled with the 
holy Ghott, As 2.'1, 2, 3, 4+ as Joſhua was fuil of the Spirit; 
and in Chriit was the fullneſs of God ; ard Srephen was a man fulf 
of the holy Gholt ; ard the Deſires of ſuch was, That other s might 
be filled with all the Fullneſs of God, Ephel. 3. 19. (lts not filled 
wit! the Scriptares) And ſo they being filled with that which: 
was holy, were by that led in the Way of Holinets, and with 
that which was holy-in them; were they to build up one another, 
Fude 20. ard then they ſpoke the Word of God « ith Boldneſs ; 
and after the Son of God was revealcd in Paul, three years after 
he went up to Fernſ..lemto fee Peter, Gal. 1. 16, 17, 18. and four- 
teen years after he went upto Feryſalem by. Revelation, Gal 2.1,2. 
And fo, he did not ſay, he went by the Scriptures, or any 
Command withont him, but by Fevelation, anda Revelation is 
within; ard that all the Miniſters and Diſciples of Chrilt did. 
come to be led and guided-by his Spirit that was.in them, might 
ealily be proved by many undeniable Truths of pjain Scripture, 
whereby it mighr more largely appear, that they were all led, 
gnidedand diretted by the one Spirit in them, though the Gitts, 
Leadings and Operations of that one Spirit in them was variauyy 


as way be read, 1 Cor. 12. _—_ 
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And now, mult People will grant this before written to be 
truce, That all the People of God formerly were led by the Spirit 
that was intiiem 3 but that men ſhould now in thele dayes be led 
»y the Spirit of Chriſt in them, is by many denycd ; the which 
thing chicfly is that which Lwoulda little ſearch into, or rather 
opcu to thee, from that which hath ſearched me, P/al. 139. 23. 
and that according to the Scriptures of Truth, it that will be by 
thee regarded, that ſo it might appear unto all that are not will- 
fully Kebcllious againſt the Light of Chriſt in their own Conſci- 
ences, and allo deniers of plain Scripture,by the which lam ready 
to prove, That the People of the Lord and Miniſters of Chriſt 
were not only lcd by the Spirit of God themlelves, but allo in 
their Words and Writings did dire:t others thereunto, ſaying, 
Walk in the Spirit, be filled with the Spirit, and WW, orfhp God 1 the Sp4- 
rit, Gal 5.16. Ephel. 5. 18. Pill. 3.3. John4.24. 


But ſay the People, Thouzh they did wlk, and diref others to 
walk by the Spirit, yet are not we now Fi walk by the Scriptures ? And 
rs not the Scriptures now to be our Rule? Andare we net to be led by 
that ? . ; 4 

To which I A»ſwer : That God changeth not; And where 
doth the Scriptures ſay, That the Scripture 1s to be a Rule to walk 
or beled by * And the Minilters of Chrift did not ſay, As every 
man hath received the Scriptures, ſo walk; But As every man hath 
rece;ved Chriſt (and he is the Light) ſo walk, Col. 2.6. Conſider, 
there is firlt ſomething to be received, and then there is to be a 
walking in the Power and Strength of that received ; for a Babe 
isnot able to walk by all the words that may be ſpoken unto 
him, until he receive power and ſtrength within him; and the 
mew born Babes are to recerve the ſincere Milk of the Word (andthe 
Word 1s in the Heart) and then to grow up by that received, 
1 Pet. 2.2. and every man is to walk as he hath received of Chrilt 
the Light, which comes from the Word, which lighteth every 
man, Johz 1.9. but every man doth not receive that into the 
good Underſtanding which he is lighted with, but rather ltrives 
againſt, and hates it ; for every one that doth Emil hateth (not 
the Scriptures, but) che Light, John 3. 20. and ſothey hate that 

| in 
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in which the Power ſtandeth ; but as many as receive him who 
is the Light, to them (and none but them) he that is the Light 
gives Power z and he hath gifts for the Rebellious,but they hating 
the Light, and his own, - whom he lighteth, receive not him that 
is the Light, and to them he committeth no more, and ſo they 
have not Power (yet they may have the Scriptures.) And fo 
man walks by the ſtrength that is in him, which ſtrength comes 
from the Word by which all things were made; and man recei- 
ving the ingrafted Word (which 1s not the Scriptures) it is able 
to tave the Soul; for Chriſt, the Light, whole Name is called 
the Word of God, Rev. 19.13. is able to ſave to the utmoſt all 
them that come to God through the Light of the World, Chriſt 
Jeſus; and in him zerther Circumciſion nor Uneircumciſion availeth 
any thing, but a New Creature ; and 44 many 4 walk, according to 
this Rule, (1 do not fay my Writings) peace be untothem, Gal. 6. 
15» 16, And lo, here was the Rule, which wholo walked by, the 
Peace belonged to, but many call the Scriptures their Rule, 
and have not Peace; but they to whom the Spirit is a Rule, 'from 
it to them Peace comes; and man being led by the Spirit in him, 
hath that to be his Rule from whence the Scripture was given 
forth. And now, that which man is tobe direfted, guided and 


led by, tryes, meaſures or ſearches things, that ſometimes he 


calls Rule; and it is not ſaid, the Scriptures ſearcheth all things, 
but the Scripture is to be ſearched into, John 5. 3. and its ſaid, 
The Spirit {ann all things, yea, the deep things of God, 2 Cor. 
2. 10. Prov. 20. 27. and that Spirit which ſearchcth all things, 
comes from him Who hath meaſured the Waters im the Hollow of his 
Hand, and meeted out Heaven with a Span, and comprehended the Du 
of the Earth in a Meaſure, and weighed the Mountains in Scales, and 
the Hills in a Ballance, Iſa. 40. 12. and draws a Linc through the 
midſt of his People, and layeth Judgment tothe Line, and Righteouſ- 
neſs tothe Plummer, and ſweepeth away the Refuge of Lyes, Iſa. 28. 17. 
and telleththe number of the © yn - calleth them all by their Names, 
Pal. 147. 4- RL : 
Ard they to whom this Spirit is a Rule, and are led by it, they 
arethe Sons of God, Rom.8.14. and it is not ſaid, as many asare 
Icd by the Scriptures, arc the Sons of God; and man is to walk 
by the ſame Rule of that he hath attained, Ph. 3, 16. and mark 
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them that walk ſd; and it is ſaid, If ye are led by the Spirit, ve are 
not under the Law, Gal, 5. 18. but many have the Scriptures, and 
yct are under the Law, butthe Spirit, which 1s the Word,Epheſ.s, 
17. cometh (and hath power} to redeem from wer the Law, 
which the Scriptures doth not; for chrough the Spirit rBE Deeds of the 
Fleſh com: to be mortifi:d, Roin. 8. 13. And while Paxl protited 
much in that Religion which he learned fttom the Pharilees, he 
was an Enemy to Chriit the Light; but when Chrilt was reveal- 
cd in him, and he obedient tothe heavenly Viſion, then was he 
ted by the Spirit in him, todo God's Will; and he did not ſay, 
That the Myſtery of Chriſt, which in other Ages was not made 
known, was then manifeſt to him by the Scriptures; but he ſaid, 
That it was by Revelation made known unto him, and revealcd 
to the holy Apoſtles and Prophets by the Sperit, Epheſ. 3. 4, 5. 
aud hedid not lay, without Scriptures It was impoſlible to pleate 
God, but it is ſaid, Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, 
Heb. 1 1.6. and Faith is in the Heart, and purites the Heart"; and 
ſo without that in the Heart, (which purifics it) men cannot 
pleaſe God ; and fo man cannot pleale God without being guid- 
ed by that (in the heart) which reſpects no mans Perſon, Fam.2. 
And fo, every one is to walk according to that which he himſelf 
in particular hath attained unto, and to mind the ſame thing ac- 
cording to the meature of the Rule which God: hath diſtributed, 
2 Cor. 1C-13. and that Rule which God hath diſtributed, is the 
Rule, and no man ought to go beyond it, or boalt, of things 
without or beyond that meaſure, or of other mens labours, or 
things made ready to their hands, but to give all Glory to the 
Lord, z Cor. 10. 14, 15, 16, 17. And this was the Rule received 
from God, which his Minilters walked by, and exhorted others 
unto; and ſo 1 do not bid People walk by my Writings, but by 
their mecaſvres in them, received from God, and that is living, as 
God is, and of his own Nature, and enables man to do his Will, 
and {© fuliills that which is written without, and was given forth 
from the meaſure of God within. 

What then ? do I herein in the leaſt make void, contemn, 
ſight, villize or deny the Scriptures ? God forbid ; nay, I had 
retier my Pen mightfall out of my Hand, or my Arm from my 
$bo_lder, or my Tongue cleave to the roof of Mouth forever, 


or then 
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then | ſhould go about to make void the Scriptures of Truth(and 
is atrue Declaration, Lake 1.1.) Which was given forth from that 
which is my Life, which is hid, not in the Scriptures, but with 
Chriſt in God, Cel. 3. 3. ar.d the Word was God, and that which 
was God is God, Joh 1. 1. but it I ſhould ſay, the Scripture is God, 
[ ſhould te a Blaſphemer,like urto others : Do l herein deny the 
Scriptures ? Nay, rather I eltabJiſh the Scripture in its place, 


and make uſe of it as a Cloud of- Witneſſes by me, in direCting . 


all Peopleunto that which the Scriptures teltifie of,and was given 
forth from, Fobr 5. 39. that by it in hem they might be enabled 
to do God's Will, and witneſs the Scriptures fulfilled, as it is 
written, / will walk in them and dwell in them, 2 Cor. 6. 16. and 
he is the Gnd of them in whom he dwells, and they are his People 
in whom he walks, from whoſe Inſpiration the Scripture came, 
in which it is written, Prove all things, 1 The. 5.21. and try the 
Spirits; and that which proveth all things, and tryes the Spirits, 
comes from the God of the Spirits of all fleſh, and from the 
Word of his Power, by which all things were made; which 


Word in the Heart is as Fire, which : 
1 Jotn 4.1. Numb 16 22: 


proves, tryes and refineth things, and is 
quick and powerful, dividing afunder 
Soul and Spirit, and is a Diſcerner of 
theThoughts and Intents of the Heart ; 
& man feeling that, and coming to be 
guided by that which ſearches the heart 
and tryes the reins, with that may he 
try all things,from the which one thing 
within, the falſe Spirits are gone forth 
intothe World; and thoſe Spirits of 
the world, and all the world by its 
wiſdom, and that Spirit which is with- 
out, knows not God,znor the meaſure of 
his ſpirit within : And fo,thoſe are the 
falſe ſpirits that are gone forth, which 
are to be tryed by that which 1s not 
zone forth, but abides within, ard d 
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iſcerns the Heart; and 


thoſe that are gone forth from being guid.d by that within (a 
the holy men were) they are like unto the Angels who Kep 
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their firſt eſlate ; ſor man at firſt was (ard holy men were) gutd- 
cd by that within, which 1s the Word, which Ward 1s Truth, 
and he that abode not in Truth (which is inthe inward parts) 
was a Devil and a Murderer, who is called the God of the World, 
that blindeth the Minds, and worketh in allthe Children of Dit- 
obedience; and fo the Devils Works are in his Children, and 
they are talking of the Works of God without them; but they that 
_ are led by the Word of Truth that fanctiftieth, cleanſeth and 
maketh free ; by it they come to know the Works of the Devil 
deltroyed, which was in them, 1 John 3. 8. And lo, hethat de- 
ſtroyeth the Works of the Devil, and maketh an end of Sin, 
and bringeth in Everlalting Righteoulnels, is known in all them 
that are not Reprobates : And to, when lin is made an end of, 
Everlaſting Righteouſneſs is brought in; and fo its within, and 
not without : And lo he being received within, who brings that in 
IF which is Everlalting, to that man he is wich the hope of Glory, 
ff and ſhews plainly ot the Father, and faith, }Withour ME ye can 
8 do nothing [Its not ſaid, Without Scripture ye can do nothing ] and 
00 they that are without him who teacheth al[things, are withour God 
ew! #7 the World; but hethat hath the Son, hath the Father alſo; he 
* +50 that hath the Father and the Son abiding in him, need not to go 
, > - out from that, to be taught or led by any other thing or Rule 
i without him, as it is written of him that overcometh, Thar he ſhall 
: 1 | 29 more go ont ; and upon him that goeth not out, the New Name comes 
: La#Þ ro be written, and he comes to be a Pillar tn the Temple of God, who 
_ goeth not out, Rev. 3. 12. And the Name which is better than of 
9 Sons and Daughters, even the Everlaſting Name that ſhall never be 
W. cat off, is given to them within the Houſe, and within the Walls, even 
ro ſuch who take hold of the Covenant, Ila. 55. 4, 5. And the San- 
ttnary is ſet inthe mrdjt of them for evermore, Erck. 57. 26, 27, 28. 
And in the midſt of them will the Lord ſpread forth his hands, as one 
that ſwimmeth, 11a. 25. 11. And though Ephrizm compalled the 
Lord about with Lyes, and the Houle of J/-ael with Deceit, yet 
{aith the Lord unto Ephriam, 1 am God, and net m m, the holy One 
7n the midſt of thee, Hol. 11.9, 12. And fo, Ephriamcompalled 
F# him about with Lyes,who was.n the midit;and he that was in the 
5 5 midit was holy, though compaſlled about with Lyes, and the Juſt 
100 Lord wut inthe midſt of the filthy poluted and oppreſſed City, Zeph. 3. 
48 1, LOF. 
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1,to5. Conſider this, all you poluted Ones, wha gpprels the 
Juſt in the midſt of you ; for the Fuſt Lord in the m:-j# will ariſe 
44 aLyon out of a Thicket, and a young Lyon out of the Forreſt \ he ſhall 
roar like a Lyon, and mter his Voice like a man of War, 1/2. 42. 13, 
14, 15- Andthen ſhall his Enemies be ſcattered, P(al.68. 1. Andhe 
will ſweep away the Refuge of Lyes; therefore the Daughter of Zion, 
and the Daughter of Jeruſalem, and Iſrael ſhall be glad ; for unto 
them it 1 ſaid, The Lord is in the midſt of thee, thou ſat not ſee Evil 
any more : In that day ſhall it be ſaid to Jeruſalem, Fear thou not ;, 
and to Zion, Let not thy hands be ſlack , the Lord thy God in the mid(t 
of thee, 1s mighty, he will ſave, Zeph. 3. 14, 15» 16, 17. And he 
that is mighty to ſave, 1s known in the midſt; and fo he that 
juſtifieth is near, /a. 50.8. even he who hath ſaid, 7 will dwell in 
the midst of the Children of Iſrael forever, and my holy Name ſhall 
the Houſe of Iſrael no more defile, Ezek. 34.7. For the Lord hath 
choſen Lion, be hath deſired it for his Habitation , this 1s my Reſt for- 
ever ; here will I dwell, for I have deſired it : I will abundantly blef 
her Proviſion, I will ſatisfie her Poor with Bread : I will alſo clothe 
her Prieſts (not the Prieſts of England) with Salvation, and her 
Saints ſhall ſhout aloud for joy ; there will I make the Horn of David 
tobud : I have ordained a Lamp for mine anointed, bu Enemies will 
1 clothe with ſhame, but upon himſelf ſhall his Crown flouriſh, Pſalm 
132.13 t018. Andevery man that hath this hope m him, purifieth 
himſelf, even as he 15 pure, 1 John 3. 3. 
E; 


The true Prophet, who w.4 to come, 15 come,. and 
there is not another. his Work witnefſ ed aud Truth 
declared from a feeling ſence and expertence, accor- 
ding to SC: ipture. 


He true Prophet is come, of whom 7/:/es the Servant of the 

s Þ Lord did write, who is rajſed up in the midſt, and hath 
rent the Vail, and from under Death is riſen in his unlimited 
Power, Dominion and Authority, even him that Death nor the 
X 2 | Grave 
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Grave cannot hold, who through Death hath conquered Death 
forever; and though Death had Power over him betore the Way 
into the Holiclt of all was made manifelt, yet now Death hath 
no more dominion over him, but he is riien through Death who 
was made a Curle, and hath born away the Curſe, and removed 


_ thecurled ground upon which fallen man [tood, and hath born 


away the lin of the World, and was made lin for us, that we 


- Might be made the Righteouſnels of God through, in and by 


him who hath opened the Underſtanding, whereby the unſear- 
chable Riches of unſpeakable love comes to be made manifeſt, 
even unto us who were going aitray, and were Children of 
Wrath as well as others, aud Aliens and Strangers to the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and long were without God and in the World, 
tolled toand tro with every wind of DoCtrine, after the cunning 
Craftineſs of men, whereby we were long, deceived, even b 
"ſuch who {till bewitcht the Minds of the fimple; out of whic 
Witchcraft, can ſay, the Lord hath delivered, and obedienceto 
the Truth (that makes Free) is yeilded, and Love, Mercy 
and Judgment is come and brought forth, and Victory is witne(- 
ſed ; the Mellenger of the everlalting Covenant is come, even he 
that we long waited for, and we do not look tor another, but he 
that is the {ame yeſterday, to day and forever, who was to come, 
and is come, and is to come ( he that readeth, let him underſtand ) 
who is without beginning of time, or end of dayes; who is made 
unde: the Law, and became as a Servent, being obedient to the 
Death, through which the Life is riſen up into the underſtanding, 
and hath born away that which the Law had power over, and 
bath brought in that by which the Law is fulfilled 3 and ſo he that 
is the end of the Law for Righteouſneſs, is felr and received, 
whotaketlraway the Sin, and reconcileth the World up unto the 
Father, where the lin is takenaway by him, who though he was 
made in, yet knew no lin, who appears now the lecond tune 
without fin, to the ſaving of that which was loſt, which is now 
brought again,and plenteous Redemption is known , for the de- 
fire of all Nations 1s -come, and the ſecond Houſes is filled with 
his Glory; the Wine-prelſs is full, the Fats overflow; for the 
V Vinter1s palt, and the Summer is come, and the Lillics appear 


ia the Ficld where the Pearl was hid ; the Fig-tree puts _ 
er 
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her buds, and the Vine yeilds her encreaſe; the Olive doth 
bloſſom, and the Apple-Tree in the midſt of the V Vood doth 
tlourith, and the good ground yeilds her encreaſe, and is fruit- 
ful in its feaſon to the good Husbardman), and there is ſeed- to 
the ſower, and bread t>» the eater ; the Barns are filled with a- 
bundance,ard the Store- houſes with plenty, and Treaſure is laid 
up for-many years in the heavenly places, which are purified with 
the lively facrifices,. ſo that the earthen Veſſels are htted to keep 
the heavenly Manna that ſhall dure throughout many gererati- 
ons; and ſo againſt the Famine comes upon the Earth (and all 
them that feed at Fezabels Table) Oyle is laid np in ſafety, and 
the fineſt of the Flower in a place where it is ſure, where it will 
laſt and never fail until the Heather are {ſcorched with heat, and 
they that have forſaken the Lord are become as a parched Heath, 
and all the gods of the Heathen famiſhed, and the Tongue of the 
«Egyptian Sea dryed up, and all the falſe Prophets overturned, 
who belong to Fezabel, whoſe Body the Dogs mult tear, though 
ſhe yet lits as a Qeen, in oppoſition to the true Prophet,Chrilt the 
Light; and until them who are drunk with the Wine of the 
Fornication of the Whore, and are the Merchants of Myſtery 
Babylon the great, the Mother of all the painted Harlots, be all 
condemned in one day with an utter overthrow, and the Scat of 
the Whore removed, and all them that commit Fornication 
with her made as the Valley of Hammon Gog, ard as the Dung 
upon face of the Earth; andall the Brats of the V Vhore daſhed 
againſt the Stones ; until then, I ſay, ſhall that in ſtore remain, 
and a Hiding -place be fourd for the Proptet of the Lord, who 
is alio hid near thee in thy own Land, though thou art ſeeking 


him afar off. 


Wherefore hear,QO ye Kindreds of the Earth ! for as the Dew 
ſpread upon the Mountains, ſo doth the Streams of my Beloved 
raiſe, overſpreading the Earth with the comlineſs of his Love, 
and filling it with the Beauty of his Grace ; the Banner of his 
Love is ſpreading forth as a Curtain ; and under the ſhadow of 


hisWings.is a certain Hiding- place: both from the Storm and 


from the Heat ; and though the Searage, and all Kindreds and 
Tongues 


prong 
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Tongues ſwell up in Wrath, Pride and Arro gancy ; yet he 
come, known, witneſſed ard received, who commands both the 
VVirds ard the Sea, who is the former of all things, by whom 
they all were made, and at his Command all are ſubdued ; and 
the lightnings of his Light enlightens the V Vorld, P/al. y7. 4. 
and the Glory of his Power 1s ipreading over the Nations, and 
the excellency of his Beauty is reaching t9 his Lambs;and becauſe 
of his Comlineſs the Virgins love him, and to him the 
Daughtersof Feruſalem bring their Gifts, and betore him the 
Princesof the People lay down their Crowns; and becauſe of 
him the V Vilderneſs doth rejoycezard the Delolate 1s made glad ; 
for the fruitfnl Land was become a barren V Vilderneſs, and now 
the baren VVilderneſs is turned into a fruitful Field, and the 
plant ſprung out of a dry Ground, and the Sced is born of the 
| barren V Vomb, and there is a V Vay made in the V Vilderneſs, 
and ſtreams are given in the Deſart, and the Ear of the deaf is 
opencd, the Lame doth walk, andthe Leaper is cleanſed, and 
the ſrammering Tongues ſpeak plainly ; the Goipel is re- 
ceived, and the everlaſting Power is come, even the [mmanuel, 
God withtus, and in us; and we confeſs Chriſt come in the 
Flcih, and do not look for another, but do know that this 
is the great Prophet, who is come into the VVorld, that is 
ſct in the Heart, Eccle/. 3.11. which is in the midſt, out of 
which Moſes ſaid, the Lord would raiſe up a Prophet, Der. 
18. 15- "the which Prophet being come, whichall areto hear, he 
faith, I am come a Light into the World, John 3-12.ch. 12. 35, 36, 
45. The VVorld being ſet in the Heart, there is the light of 
him who ſaith,/ am the Light; and hethat1s the Light, is the true 
Prophet; and the true Prophet is in the midſt, who is the Light, 
whoſe day Abraham ſaw, unto whom the Goſpel was preached, 
which Goſpel is Gods Power,whereby Abraham rejoyced becauſe 
he came to ſee the Day of him who is the Light of the World,un- 
to whom all the Prophets gave Teſtimony. 

Iſaiah, who witneſſed, the Son born, and the Child given, 7/a. 
2.6. by whoſe ſtripes he came to be healed, he preached the 
Light, and ſaid, The Light was come, and the Gentiles flhould come 
'o his Licht, and Kings to the Brightneſs of his riſing, and he alſo 
reached the Light to be everlaſting, 1/a. 60. 1, 2, 3, 19, 20. fo 

that 


m__ 
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that Kings and Gentiles ſhall come unto him that is the Light, 
who is Gods Wiſdom, that is from Everlaſting, Prov. $. 23. 
who is given fora Leght tothe Gentiles, and in him they trult. 
And 1/atah ſaid, Come ye, let us walkinthe Light of the Lord, lia, 
2.5. And the Diſciples called him Lord, who is the Light. And 
Davids ſervants were careful that the Light of //rae! might not 
be quenched by his going forth to War; {Mark] That which 
leads forth to War quenches the Light, 2 Sap. 21. 17. And 
Fob did not deny. but the Light was given to him that was in Mi- 
tery, and to the man whole Way was hid, Fob 3. 20, 23. And 
David preached him who is given for a Light unto the Gemtzles, to 
be Salvation tothe ends of the Earth; and ſaid, The Lord is my 
Light, and my Salvation, Pal. 27. 1. And in thy Light we ſhall 
ſee Light ,Pſal. 36. 9. And Light ws ſown for the Righteous, Pal. 97. 
11. And hethatcameof David laid, Truly Light «5 ſweet Ecclef. 
11.7. And when he came of, whom the Prophets propheſicd, 
who is the only Prophetand High-prielſt, and the end of the Pro- 
phets and the Law, and that Prielt hood which was made by a 
Law; he being come, preached himſelf to be the Light of the 
World, and ſaid, While you have the Light, believe in the Light, 
Fohn 8.ch. 12. And John. who was a Miniſter of Chrilt, prea- 
ched the Light, and ſaid, it was the Life 'of man, John 1. and 
Light is came into the World, Fohn 3. 16. And Perer preached 
the Light ſhining in adark place. And the Miniſters of Chritt 
who were Eye-witnelles of his Glory, ſaid, The Light ſhined in 
Darkneſs, and God commanded the Light to ſhine out of Daikpeſs, 
and tome witneſled,that they were made partakers of the Inheri- 
tance with the Saints in Light. | 
And many more Proots might be brought from the Scriptures 
of Truth, asa Cloud of Witnefles to prove;that we who preach, 
declare, and bear witnels tothe L:ght, do not thercin preach a 
new Dottrine, nor another Goſpel, but the ſame with all the 
holy men of God; and that which we have heard ard ſeen, 
which was from the beginning, which Mellage 1s this, even the 
Light ; which Light in the \Vorld, in the Heart, is the Corner- 
ſtone, which is the ſure Fonndation, and other Foundation can 
no man lay,than he that is the Light that is already latd: Ard this 
is the true Prophet which all are to hear, and the Children of: the 
Light 
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Light do hear, know, .and obey his Voice, and a ſtranger they 
will not hear, but him by whom God ſpeaks; for God 1n times 
vaſt ſpoke unto our Fathers at ſundry times, .and in divers man- 
ners, but in thele laſt dayes he hath ſpoken unto us by his Son, 
who is the Light, whoſe Name is called the Word of God, Rev. 
19. 13. Which Word was hid in Davids Heart, of whom 
Chrilt came, who is the Light, and the Word which was a Light 
unto Davids feet, and a Lanthorn to his ſteps; .and ſo David cal- 
led him Lord, who is the Light and the Word mgh, who is in the 
midit, and preacheth Peace to them that belicve in, follow and 
obey him that is the Light; and the Light is the Condemnation 
of all them that hate it; and every one that doth Evil hates the 
Lsi:ht ; but the Light is the Condemnation of all whoſe Deeds 
are Evil; and every one that loves the Light, wherewith he. is 
enlightned, brings his deeds to it, and by it the hidden things 
of Darkneſs are made manifeſt; and waiting in that which it 
doth make manifeſt to be Evil ; ſo Chriſt the Light comes to de- 
froy the Works of the Devil, and make an end of Sin, and re- 
conciles up unto God, who hath given him a L:ghe of the Genres, 
and a Covenant to be ſalvation to the Ends of the Earth ; and this 
js he that lighteth every man that comes into the World ; which 
World God fo loved, that he gave his Son a Light into it, that 
all men through him might believe, and be ſaved from Wrath 
to come; and ſoits the Willof him that ſent him, who is the 
Light, that all men ſhould be ſaved, and come to the knowledge 
of the Truth ; which Truth brings Freedom to the Seed, 
whereby it comes to have Peace with G2d being redeemed from 
the Bondage of Corruption, and ſet at Liberty from under the 
ſhadow of Death wherein many long have walked, whoſe feet 
now comes to be guided into the Way of Everlaſting Peace, 
where the Children of the Light do relt together. 

And this is he who hath wrought Redemption with his own 
Power, and redeemed out of. the Captivity, and opened the 
Priſon Door, and preached Peace tothe Spirit that was in Pri- 
ſon in the dayes of Noab, when the old World was deſtroyed, 
and brought the Flood upon the Ungodly, yet ſaved the Seed in 
the midſt of the Storm and raging Waves; and by him, even” 


he that is the Light, is Captivity led captive, and that which ru- 
led 


The true 3Jule difcovered. 161 


led over,is brought to be a Servant under; and when the Word of 
the Lord came to the Rock it opened, and much of living Wa- 
ter iſſued forth abundantly, whereby the Thirſty came to be 
ſatisfied, and clothing Com him who is the Light doth daily 
come, and the Rayment that never waxeth old ; heclothes with 
the Armour of Light,and 1s as a Sun and a Shield; from him the 
Spiritual Weapons come, and he teaches the Hands to War, 
and the Fingers to Fight ; ſo that the ſtrong Holds are broken 
down, and every Thought comes to be ſubjetted, and when he 
leads through the ſufterings like a Lamb, ſo is he followed ; and 
when he aritesup to ſpeak with Authority, and not as the Scribes, 
then is he obeyed, who then utters his Voice like a man of War, 
and lifts up his Voice like a Trumpet, crying aloud unto all 
them that are Thirſty, and proclaming the Woes unto all them 
who wear the falſe Coverings; and by him are his Enemies 
confounded, and Judges led away fools, and Princes laid in the 
dult. Andat him do the Kings of the Earth ſhut their Mouthes, 
and before him ſhall they all bow; for with the Sword of his 
Lips doth he ſlay the Wicked, and his ſlain are many, and ſhall 


be more; for no Fleſh ſha ſtand before him, who is now come to- 


lead and make War in Righteovinels, ard now are his Enemies 
ying unto their ſtrong Holds and fenced Cities, but his Salva- 
tion is ſtronger than Walls or Bulwatks, and that all them that 
follow him (their Captain) know right well; and before him 
all the mighty of the Farth are as a tottering Wall, and as a bro- 
ken Hedge, and he it is that radeth upon the Wings of the Wind, 
whoſe Power is unlimitted, whoſe Wayes are paſt finding out, who de- 
feended into the Lower parts of the Earth, from whence the wicked ne= 
ver knew him to ariſe. | : 
- But 1, with the reſt, do witneſs, he is riſen through the Earth, 
and his Feet ſtand upon it, and is become the firſt Fruits of them 
that ſlept, and isafcended up on High, and hath Dominion over 
all,ar.d 1s crowned with Glory and Honour eternally in the Heavens, 
and hath given G'fts unto men, and from him the Gift of Eternal 
Life is come. | 
And this is my Beloved, O ye Daughters of Fer»/alem! and 
this is my Friend and Redeemer, O ye Sons of men ! even he 


who hath redeemed my Sovl from Hell, and brovght me back 
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from ti:2 Power of the Grave; this is the Prophet of whom 24- 
f-s did write ingGuld come, and is come, and there is not another 
tan he that 13 raiſed up in the midſt, which is Chriſt the Lrghr of 
tbe World In the Heart; this 15s he that hath done wonderous 
works for, iFland by me, and many more, who are thereby 
mCce living: Witneſſes unto his Name, whoſe Name is'a ſtrong 
Tower, and Rock of Defence, he is a {ure Dwelling-Place; he 
15 the Rell of the Sonl and the loy of the Living. 

And lince he hath put the Sword of his Spirit into my hand, 
and his Word of Life into my Mouth, the Wicked thereby have 
been cut. down like the Grals,and theMighty have been trampled 
pon a5 the dult in the Streets ; the tall Cedars have been as the 
Brambles, and the ſtrong Oaks have been rooted up; the Pro- 
phet becam2a Fool, the Paltors became Bruitith, and the Spirity- 

al Man was as Mad, but the Seed hath been refreihed; and the 
on nuried up, the tender Plant preſerved, and the Hungery 
-q 

And for his Names ſake will I not keep filent until my Telti- 
mony be finiſhed, and until Feruſalem be made a Praiſe over all 
the Earth, and her Righteontneſs break forth as the Moruing, 

. andgher Comlineſs as th2 Brightneſs of the Sun, and till I 
fee the Deſtruction of her Enemies and her Adverſarics over- 
turned forever; for Powerful is our King, who 1s come to 
TCign. | 

Oh! who can with - hold the Pen from writing, and the 
Tongue from declaring ? VVhen the Lyon hath roared, who 
will not hear? VVhen the Lord hath ſpoken, who can but pro- 
phezſe ? How can I but declare his Wonderons Works, and pro- 
claim his Name where-cver | come, and confe(s him before men, 
tnongh I ſhould ſaffer much more Prifoning, Dungeon, and 
V Vhipping than I have done ? ſurely his Name | will declare in 
the World, who is the Light,and give my Teſtimony of him that. 
faves from Sin, whoſe Name is called Jeſus, the L:ght of the 
World, which is the elect, precious, and Corner (but |tum- 
bling) Rtone,even to both the Houſes of Iſrael ; but it is he that is 
come to r7Hle the Nations with his Iron Rod, and daſh-his Enemies 

* in pices like a Potters Veſſel, and judge the Earth in Righteoul- 
gels, and the people with his living Truth ; and now the me 
| 1a 


= 
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ſhall not Nand in Judgment, nor the Wicked in the Congr:£2- 
tion of the Righteous ; for he utters his Voice 'lize I riunder a- 
gainſt the Wicked, and is dreadful againſt all the Double-mind- 
ed; hecondemns tne Unjult with an utter overthrow, and pulls 
dowr: the Unrighteous from their Seats; Oh! who of the 
Wicked can Itand when he thunders from Heaven, and pierceth 
through the ſecret parts of the Heart ! 

And though I do ſpeak an Allegory, yet I do not ſpeak contrary 
to the Scriptures, but according thereunto from the Spirit _ 
of Truth; and though I ſpeak of the Operation of Chriſt in his 
AAembers, yet 1 do not deny the Works which were wrought by 
himin his own Perſon; and though I preach Chriſt within the 
Hope of Glory,yet 1 do not preach another ; and thongh Paul tra- 
velled in birth again,until Chriſt was formed in theGalathians,yet 
he did not defire another Chriſt ſhould be formed in them : And 
though Paul ſaid, God had revealed bis Son in him, yet it was not 
another Son; and though 1 ſay the Son of God is come, and hath 
| cy me an underſtanding, yet it is not another Son, but the 

ame that ever was, who worketh all our Works in us. Ard 
though I preach him The Aake: us Erd of Sir, yet I do not preach 
another ; but they who preach a Chriſt that doth not make an end 
of Sin, nor ſave them (who preach him) from their Sirs, do 
preach another Chrilt, {ceing the true Chriſt maketh an end of 
Sin: And thoughl ſay,the Prophet is come,who 1s mighty inWard 
and Work, and raiſed up in the midſt, or in the Heart, yet + 
it 15 not another, but the ſame, whoſe Wonders appeared out- 
wardly whilſt he was in the form of a Servant upon theEarth. 

And though I preach him to the World, the Lz:zbr of the 
World, yet it is not another, but the ſame who ſaid, 1 am come x 
Light into the World ,, and I amthe Light of the World, Toh. 8, 1 2. 
And ſo,he being comea Light into the World, he is tobe preach- 
ed as he js, [the Light'] that all men through him might be- 
live, and mens minds turned from Darkneſs to him who is the 
Light, (in the Darkneſs) ard-if is moſt right and proper to 
preach him the Light who is now come, and is the crd of the 
Law to all them that believe in the Light, and the end of the 
Prophets, who preached him that is the Liglit under yarions 
Najes or Terms, as King,Preeft. Prophet, a Sen,a Child, the Mipt* 
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ty God ; and Davidcalled him Lord; and he is called a Saviour, a 
Redeemer, a Mediator, &c. who being come {aith, / am re Light ; 
and fo itsright and ſound Doctrine to preach him as he is, The 
Light of the World, and lighteth every man that cometh into the 
World, which is thetrue Light ; and we that preach this, do not 
preach another, but him who ſaid, 7 am the Light. 
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By me who refuſed the Glory, Treaſure and Preferment of the World, 
and did chuſe rather to ſuffer Affiiition with the People of God 
and though I profitted much inthat Religion where the carnal Ordj- 
nances nve,yet that profiting came to be accounted as Droſs & Dung, . 
that he might be received who makes an end of Sin, who being now 
come, his Love conſtrajneth me his Name topubliſh, who 15 the true 
Prophet, whoſe Name is called Feſus, who hath, and doth ſave 
from Sin, for whoſe Name ſake I have been often brought before 
Rulers,haled and beat out of the Synagogues,numbred among Tranſ- 
reſſors, tryed at Alſizes,as an Otfendor, yer there denyed the Lis 
eriy of a Keandover, being ſix times impriſoned, twice ſtripe na= 
ked and whipt with Rods, and ſince put into Bridewell ; once put in- 
to. and hepr long ins « Dungeon for Praying ; often abuſed in Priſon ; 
ſometimes near Death ,, wm [rials *” 6 mm Perils often, in Loſs of 
Goods, in daily Reproaches, and in that which hath been greater 
then all theſe things; and yet have I been —_— unto this day by 
the Power of him who is the Light, and the only Son of God, to 
whom be Eternal Glory frem his own Seed inhis Servant, who it 
one of the leaſt among many Brethren, being a Priſoner at Win- 
cheſter for the Truth of Chriſt by the will of men, unto whom I ans 
knownby the Name of 
Humphry S:aich. 


et. 
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An Invitation from the Spirit of Christ. 


Ome unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy Iaden, come 
unto me and find Reſt; JI, even I am he that comfortetl! Zs- 


&, I am he that preacheth Liberty to the Captives ; Oh! come 
unto 
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unto me, ſtay not, I am the Way, the Truthand the Life; I am he 
and there is none other; I came out from the Father into the 
World, that it might be reconciled up unto God thorow me : 
I am the good Shepherd that am now come to gather the Outcaſts 
Ef Iſracl,and to bring home unto God the loſt Sheep, that the di- - 
ſperſed of Judah may now return, and the ſeed of Abraham may 
be brought in to me,in whom the Redemption is, even plentious 
Redemption for all that will hear and turn in hither. Oh, all ye 
ſcattered of the Flock! my Voice is to you that have not found 
reſt to your Souls, now hearken diligently to hear my \'oice,and 
feel my Words of Life; for now the time is come that the Seed 
that hath long lain in the Death fliall hear my voice, and they *+ 
that hear ſhall live z and ariſe out of the Death; and 1 will give 
them Life: Oh! comeunto me, my own, my beloved betore 
the Foundation of the World; come, and ſtay not; I have 
long waited for you; my Locksare wet with the drops of the 
Night, and you have wearied me with waiting for you ; long 
have 1 knocked at the Door of your Hearts, calling to Repen- 
tance, and no man regarded ; now the ſloathful would not ariſe 
that I might come in and take up my abode with and in my own, 
and refrel}: them with Waters of Life; but now am I come, who 
am the Bridegroom and the Biſhop of the Soul, with my alluring 
terms;Come,ob my Friends! hearken my Beloved,let me not be denyed; 
open the door of thy hard Heart,and let me not ſtand waiting any longer; 
behold, I have Honour for all them that follow me, and Crowns of Life 
for all that will receive me. Come unto me, my Lambs, I have pre- 
pared my Supper, 1 have made in this Mountain a Feaſt of Wines 
of the Lees, of fat things, full of Marrow ; all things are now 
ready ; Come in unto me, I ani the Bread of Life, I am the hid- 
den Manna, I come to ſave mens lives: Come all ye that are wea- 
Ty with the burden of your Sins, Lam the Lamb ſlain from the 
Foundation of the World ; I come to take away the Sin of the 
World; iam the Root of Feſſe, and the Off-ſpring of David; 
I am he that opens and none can ſhut, and ſiuts,\and none can 
open; {have Power to forgive Sins on Earth. | Come, ceaſe 
from the Evilof your doings, learn of me todo Well, and then 
we will reaton together, and though thy Sins have been as Scar- 
ler,they ſhall then be as white as Snow;for I come to finiſh Tranſ- 
grellign, 
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7566 An Jnvitation from the Spirit of Chrif?, 
preſſion, and make an end of Sin, and bring in the Everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs. of God: Therefore hear, O ye ſcattered of 
of the Flock, that are yetin the miery Clay, covered over with 
the thick Cloud of your Sins; Oh ! remain not in the filth now, 
continue no longer with the Fleſh-pots in the houſe of Bondage, 
for 1 am come to condemn Sin in the Flelh, and deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil, that you may/find Redemption in me, and 
be waſhed from your filthineſs and cleanſed from your Sin. 
Wherefore hear, all ye that are.far from Righteouſneſs, behold, 
I have Gifts. for the Rebellious, my hand is ſtretched forth ; © 
ye {impels Ones! come unto me and learn pure Wiſdom ; and 
yc Fools, be of an Underltanding Heart. -Oh ! why will yedye, 
© houſe of 1/zael! have I any pleaſure at all that the Wicked 
ſhould dye ? turn you, turn you now I do call, O ye hard heart- 
ed ! whereforedo you hide your ſelves from me, and dig deep 
to hide your Counlels from me ? Why do you run alwayes a- 
tray ? Oh what {hallI do unto you that I have not done ? aud 
yet do you ill go on \in the Evil of your Wayes! When 
will you once return ? Feruſalem | wilt thou not be made 
clean? When ſhall it once be? Oh! Ihave ſeen your Abomi- 
nations, and am wearied with your Sins,and yet have you not re- 
garded : Oh! now it is high time to conſider thy Ways, and 
return from the Evilof thy Doings, leſt thou be ſhut out for- 
ever. 

And all ye, my dear Ones that have long waited for me, be- 
hold, I come quickly, and my Reward is with me, faith Chriſt 
the Son of God; and I will open to you the hidden Treaſures 
of my Father, and make known his Will to you; and I will re- 
move off the burden, and cireumciſe your Hearts : Behold, I 
come, ſaith Chriſt, and I will open the Priſon-door, and raiſe 
the Priſoner out of 'the Pit, and bring Deliverance to the Cap- 
tive, and refreſh the plant of my Fathers planting, and nonruh 
the tender Grape which the ſubtilty hath hurt; and1 will bind 
vp the broken, and reſtore unto the Mourners the years of Jay 
and Comfort; and1 will be unta you a {ſure Foundation, a pre- 
ſent Help in time of need; andI1 will bring back the ſcattered, 
and they ſhall not return, and fear the Lord God of thir Fa- 


thers in my Mountain of Holine(s, and they ſhall walk in the 
Way 
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Way of Peace, and in the Paths of Righteouſneſs, where 
the Unclean ſhall not paſs over, nor the wild Beaſtsof the Field 
ſhall not come, but the Ranſorned of my Father, ſaith Chriit the 
Son of God : Therefore hear, all ye, my Brethren, and conli- 
der, all ye, my Freends, tor lam come, who am the ſure Foundationz 
andthe Corner-ſtone, the Light, the true Light of the World, and 
the Life of Man, ard the Everlaſting Covenant of the Father, and 
the Power of God,and the Wiſdom of the Father; by me Kings reign, 
and the Princes of 1ſrael ſhall now rule in Equity ; for behold, I 
am come, even he that you have long waited tor, and there is not 
another ; come, learn of me, I am meek, I am lowly, I am the Light, 
low in the heart, I am the living Miniſter, ſaith Chrilt, the Son of 
the Fathers love, and the Light of the World; I change nor, 
but remain a Prieſt forever, a living Miniſter of Life within the 


vail, miniltring Life unto the Spirit in Priſon. 


— 


The: Sounding Voice 


Of the DREAD of 


Gods Mighty Power 


To all the Judges and Rulers of the Earth 


who riſe up againſt the Lamb : And co Cog, 
214g+0, and all their Armies ; and to the whole Holt 
of the Power of Darkneſs,and to all men who fight againſt 
God, who, or whatſoever they be (or whatſoever they 
be called.) 


ye Earthly minded Men, let the Blindneſs of your Minds 


be opened, that your dark Hearts may be enlightned ; 


Br ye Rulers of the Earth, and liſten and hear, all 
hear 
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16) TheUoiceof Gods mighty Power, 


hear, I ſay, and ſtop not your Ears, whoſe Minds are in the 
Earth, whoſe Eyes are cloſed, whoſe Hearts are covered with a 
thick Vail by your own Iniquity, who ſce not the Wonders of 
the Lord wroughtamong the living, neither, perceive the mighty 
Power of the &od of the whole Earth, who ace oetotted through 
the {infulnels of your continual -Tranigreflions, ai.d are groves 
ling as Moles in the Earth, and laden with thick Clay, and co- 
vercd with the Vail that is ſpread over all tleih, that you ſee not 
the glory of the God of Life, neither perceive ye the comlineſs 
of the holy One of Faceb, to whom the bright Morning Star is 
as a Cloud of Darknels, and the Way of the living God as a fierce 
Whirlwind of Fire, who ſee not him that dwelt in the Buſh 
neither hear his Voice, who hath made Darknels his Havitationg 
ard his Pavilion round about him thick Clouds of the Skey. 

Hear, 1 ſay, and let my words have entrance in you, and let 
the ſound of my Voice take place in your Hearts ; let the opening 
of my Lips give Aſtonithment to the Wicked, and the enlarge- 
ment of my Heart the Confounding of the Heather ; let the 
Dread of the Lord take hold upon the Hypocrites, and Aſtonith- 
ment ſeaze upon the Double-minded; let the Prudent keep 
ſilent and hear; and let the Honourable be quiet and conſider ; 
let the Underſtanding give audience to my words ; and let the 
Mouth of the Fool be ſtopt; let the Sinner ſtand [till and be 
quiet z and let the Ungodly conſider the words of Truth ; rebel 
not againſt the Word of the Lord, neither harden your Hearts 
againſt the Dread of his Power; let the tall Cedar bow and 
bend, and that whichis lifted up, be brought down, and ſtand 
yeall in Meeknelſs. 
For behold, the Omnipotent Power is come, the Rock of 
Ages isrevealed, the Everlaſting ſtrength is made manifelt, the 
God of Abraham hath reacht forth his hand, and the Redeem- 
er of ſſrael is come to dwell in the midſt ; the great Fehova hath 
uttered his Voice, and he whoſe Name is / Am, is at hand, he 
that moveth upon the Waters may be felt, and he that formeth 
the Seed in the Womb may be known ; he that inbabiteth Eter- 
nity is come todwell in his People, and walk inthe midſt of the 

poor deſpiſed of his flock, having cleanſed themby the waſhin 
of Water, and renewed them by the Spirit of Burning, and refi- 
ned them with his Righteous Judgments, and cleanſed them 
with 


_ — + 
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with the Blood” of his Son; that'in; his Zion (redeemed with 
Judgment) he' may dwell for erermore, and take up his reſt in 
the midſt of his People, having made the place of his feet Glo- 
rious, and his reſidence as aSeat.in the midſt of a Fire, which 
burneth againſt all them that are in the Night, and giyeth light 


to them that are in the Covenant, whoſe Glory 'ts hid from the 


dark Mind, and: his Counſel with-held .from the Unbelteving in 
Heart ; he ſtandeth near Mmto the Wicked, who perceiveth him 
not, and taketh Notice of his ſecret Intents; he obſerverth the. 


footſteps of the Kings of the Earth, and marketh the Decrees: 


of the Unrighteous, and when they have filed np. their meaſure, 
he putteth forth his Finger to their Life, and taketh away their 
Breath z he ſuddainly cuts off the Wicked, and regardeth not 
the Mightineſs of Princes; he ſcarcheth-the Hearts of Kings, 
and ruleth over the Powers of men; his Infigiteneſs can never 
be declared; in his hand is the Breath of the Life of the Souls of 


all Mankind. I-11y = SON 561 >} 
Hear - fay) and conſider my words, and: ponder the Medi- 
tations of my Mind; forbehold, the Lord God of Life is come 
Immanuel is revealcd, the Root and Off-fpring of David is grown 
up asa Plant of Renown ; the Seed of the Shepherd litsupon the 
Throne, and before him ſhall all the Kings of the, Earth lay 
down their Crowns; every. Emperor {hallbow and bend, and 
the Potentates of the Earth (before him } shall wither.as agreen 
Herb, their Glory ſhall periſh as-the untimely. Birth. of the 
Womb; their Honour $hall vaniſh as- the Smoke \before the 
Wind; their Wiſdom shall fade away, asa Bloſſom cut off, ard: 
their Underſtandings shall come to nothing ; the Wiſdom of the 
moſt high $hall be exalted overall, and with-his foolilhneſs will 
hethemall confound ; yea, with a-foolith Nation will he anger 
the Judges of the Earth, and with a deſpiſed People will he pro- 


# 
% 


voke the Rulersof the World to jealouſie ; by the fooliſhneſs of _ 


his Flock will he confonnd his Enemies, and by his weakneſs in 
them, will he ſubdue the ſtrength of the Mighty, and though all. 
his Enemies ſtrive in the Arrogancy of their Spirits, and in the 
fiercenels of their ſtrength, yet $shall he be exalted, whois led. 
asa Lamb dumb, and he $hall reign whoſe right it is, in whoſe, 


Mouth there is found no Gvile, who maketh an end of Sin, and 
y 4 briugeth, 
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170 'The GQoietof Gods mighty Power, 
bringeth.in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and fetteth up Judgment 
in the Heart, and cometivto rule in the Kingdoms of men, 'and 
overturneth the Hoſt of his Enemies, by whom Judges are led 
away Fools, Diviners turned: Mad ; before whoſe Preſence the 
- Mightinefs of the mightieft Rulers of the Earth is as Wax before 
-the fire, and their Strengtlmelteth away as the fat of Lambs. _ 
Wherefore hear. and ſee, 'O ye Kindreds and: Rulers of the 
Farth'! ithe-Lord our God/is come, the might of his ſtrength is 
revealed, and the Power of. his Preſence made known ; he hath 
choſen his Army tohimſelf, and their Names are writcen in his 
Lifez he hath numbred up his Hoſts together, and armed his 
<hoſen with his Everlaſting Strength; the Captain of his Hoſt 
Pocth before them, and the Campot the Lordis very great, they 
are Numberleſs as the Sand of the Sea, and Infinite as the Stars of 
Heaven : Even' ſo is the Seed of Abraham, the Remnant of the 
Flock of Faceb, whom the Lord hath redeemed, who are choſen, 
and faithful, and true; yea, behold its even fo, and thatall the 
Nations of the Earth shall know ; for the Lordof Hoſts rideth 
on in Meeknefs, 'in the midſt of) his Hoſt, and maketh War in 
Righteouſneſs? with' the Enemies of the /Lamb, - wha would not 
that he shonld reign, who makes an end of Sin, and he is clothing 
his Army with Zeal, as witha Garment, and covering them with. 
the Armour'vf Light, and preſerveth their Head'in the day of 
Battel, and''girds them up with ſtrength,/ and guideth their teet 
upon the Rock; and preſerveth their Life under the shadow of his 
Hand. Whenhe ſpeaketh the word, his Army goethforth, and 
at his Command they marchon their way : He lifteth up a Stan- 
dard before them; andproelaimeth open War againſt the Inhabi+ 
tants of the Earth, who-now hear that the Lamb is come toreign 
in Righteouſneſs, and to ſtainthePride of their Glory, and con- 
found the height of their Wiſdom, and lay their 'Honour-in the 
Duſt forever. | OV Mit y | 
Therefore, all Kindreds of the Earth, even Gog, Magogand 
all the Hoſts of the Heathen are wiling up in the bitterneſsof their 
Spirits, in the height of the Power of the Man of Sin, joyning 
all their Forces together, as in one band of Darkneſs, taking 
Counſel from e/£gypr, making a Covenant with Death, and an 
Agreement with Hell, and gathering up the utmoſt Powers 


of Darkneſs to beas a Refuge unto them: And thus in the 
ſtrength 
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The Uoice of Gods mightyPowerz; I71 
ſtrength of the King of the Children of/ Pride, they are rilipg up 
againſt the Lord, even the God of Life, and againſt his anointed 
Ones, who have indeed and in truth rece:ved the Anointings, and 
need.wot man to teach them, but are all taught of the Lord God Al- 
mighty, who alſo teacheth their hands to war, and their finger to fight : 
And he utters'his voice as the faund of many Waters, before his 
Army," who follow him-in the might of his Power, whoſe Pre- 
{ence is dreadful in the;midſt of his Hoſt, and there is none that 
is able to ſtand before him; for he is a conſuming Fire in the 
midſt of his Camp, and burneth up his Enemies round about ; 
and before him-and his Army $hall all faces gather paleneſs;Eyer- 
laſting Shame $hall cover-the Glory of: all Fleſh.z before him all 
People $hall be!much pained,'i his Dread and,” Verigeance'shall 
take hold on all his Adverfaries: His redeemed $hall march 
with him in the travail-of their Souls, from ſtrength to ſtrength 
Shall they continue on, and none sball'be feeble among them; 
their Arrows $hall reach into the Bawels of the Scornful; and 
their words of Life pierce the Hearts of the Hypocrites 2 They 
Shall-tread -upon Kings,” as upbn Mornter, - and trample'upon the 
Wicked as upon Aſhes ; they,fear not the greateſt Goliahs, 'nei- 
ther yet the V Vickedneſsof the Pride of Zaman; Unrighteous 
Decrees cannot ſtop their Mouthes, nor the fear of a Furnace or 
a Dungeon with-hold them; from their: Way:: ; All Fieſh is as 
Graſs before them, and at their Renhuke $hall the Potſherds of the 
Earth be broken forever; btf6rc them there is no Nation $hall 
ſtand ; For One of them ſhall chaſe a Hundred, and before Five ſhall 
the ſtrength and wiſdom of 'a Thouſand be-confounded. | | 

And this the Lords Army $hall never be confounded, and his 
Glory in them $hall never be defaced; nor his Power with them 
Shall-never be overcome, ' nor his ſtrength in them $hall never be 


vanquiſhed; therefore in vain do all the Potſherds of the Earth 


ſtrive; for they that riſe up again#t them, ſhall be as Flax before the 
Fire, and the Mightieſt among the Sons of Men, ſhall be aathe Graſs that 
3: cut down ; for the Lord of Hoſts is very Terrible and in Meck- 
neſs is the Lamb riding on to Judgment; his Followers are en- 
robed with the Light of the Morning, and adorned with the 
Beauty of the Sun: Their Eyes are enlighgned with the Light 


of the moſt High, and they ſee through the dark parts of all their 
& 2 | Encmics, 
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172 The-Udgice of -Gods mighty Power. = 
Enemies, and diſcern theſecrer Plottings of al their Adrerſa- 
ries: Their Wiſdom comes in like a Kiver, and their Under- 
ſtanding $hall never bedarkned : Their Strength is renewed as 
the Morning, and they arevaliantto do Exploits: [The Wiſdom 
of the Wile before them ſhall be confounded forever, and the 
Underſtandingof the Prudentbeetteemed as a thing of nought : 
They {py out the lurkings of 'their Enemies, and ſerthrough the 
coverings of the Deccittul: -Of their ſtrength they shall never 
bedeprived, neither shall their Weapons be taken from them : 
Their Refuge shall'never be shaken, nor the place of their Relt 
removed : The VVicked $hall never. enter upon; their: Dwel- 
lings, nor all their Enemies invade:the Land of; their Reſt ; : 4or 
the deſire of all-Nationsto them is'come; and-him that they Jong 
waited for, have they now received ; | "They tread 'upon the 
:Cockatrice den, and meet the devouring Lyons - And .in the 
Power of the Father?s'love there is no deadly thing that doth 
_ hurt, nor any V Veappn formed againſt them that ever shall 
prolper. | 21 04.3 931219 2lid-20 2.” 19571 

And this is S:on,- the Redeemed-of the Lordy the Glory ofthe 
God of 1/rael, the Seed of Facob,” whom the. Lord hath choſen, 
and ſetup on high over all the. Kindreds of. the Earth, which 
ſtands againſt all the Enemies of the Lord, and is his new threih- 
ing Inſtrument, 'with which he will threſh the Zeather in his 
. Anger, and bathe his Sword inthaBlood of theflain; for behold, 
his Sword Shall devour much-E&ef}, and-the [lain of the Lord 
Shall be many : VVith Sox, .the'perfection of Beauty, will the 
Lord break in pieces, wound, confound and overturn forever, 
the Horſe and his Rider, the Captain and his Troops, theAntjent 
and Honourable, the Prophet that tellcth-Lyes, yea» all the 
Hoſt of the Unrighteous, and the Strength of the Army of. the 
man of Sin, and the Beauty of the V Vhore that rides upon the 
_ Bealt,and all them who ſet themſelves in Battel againſt the Lord, 
and all them who lead into Captivity, and would captivate the 
Servants of the Lamb, shall go into Captivity forever. 

For behold, the Lord is with us, the Shout of a King is among . 
ns, the Lord, whoſe Name is holy, is come, he'thath uttered his 
Voice from Heaven,and now the Nations of the Earth are angry, 
but the Lord will reiga-in Righteouſneſs, and all his 6" 


w 


The Uotce of Gods mighty Power. 173 
Thall be altoniſhed at his Preſence, and his Adverſaries Shall be 
amazed forever, their Hearts shall be turned as a Stone within 
_ them, and men! $hall be at their VVits end for fear, and for 
looking after thoſe things which shall comeupon the Earth, and 
all them whoſe Names are written in it, their V Viſdom $hall 


not preſerve them, their Underſtandings ſhall not defend them, . 


neither jhall all their Subtilty cover them from the Light, their 
Nakedneſs ſhall appear to their Everlaſting Shame, and the 
Priſoners of Hope 1hall rejoyce over themfor eyermore. 

For behold, 1 ſay, your day is come, wherein you ſhall bow 
down under the Priſoners, and fall under the ſlain, accoruing to 
the words of the Spirit of Prophecy, 1/a. 10.4. and the ſlain over 
you ſhall repoyce for evermore, having the high Praiſes of Gcd 
in their Mouthes, and the Sword of the Spirit in their Hearts, 
with which they#hall cut in pieces and piercg in ſunder, the Bow- 
els of all fleſh, and it shall be as Chaff before them, and the 
itrength thereof as the paſſing away of the Morning-cloud, and 
in the ſtrengthof the moſt high, shall the Army of the Lyon of 
the Tribe of Judah go on and proſper, even as Kings, whole 
Armies are ſwift to the Battel, their faces are as an Adamant, 
and their Countenances firce.and terrible, the ſound of their 
Voice is dreadful, and the noiſe of their Appearance Aſtoniſh 
the Heathen; the Earth hefore them is full of its Fruit, bc- 
hind them its a deſolate Wilderneſs, they ſpare not the Aatient 
nor the Honourable, neither have they reſpeCt to the Perſons of 
men; they even ſmile at Deſtruction when its coming, and they 
are prepared for all your Oppreſlions. 

V Vherefore now gather your ſelves together, O ye Potſherds 
of the Earth, and ttand up, all you that thirſt for blood ; aſkm- 
ble your ſelves together, all ye Perſecutors, let your Counſels 
come up from Hell, and let the depth of the Powers cf darl- 
neſs shew forth it ſelf in the utmoſt of its ſtrength, and with it 
combine yeall together, and itand upin the Power of your King, 
which is the Angel of the Bottomleſs Pit, whois head among (in) 
and over all you who thrilt for the blood of the Innocent. 
Now come and drpw ncar in the very height of your Father*s 
V Vrath, and behold, we meet you in the Intiniteneſs of our Fa- 
thers Love, and ſtand you together inthe depth of your 2 

Subtilty. 
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174 The Uoice of Gods mighty Power. 
Subtilty, and behold we abide in the pure V Viſdom of the moſt 
High : Stand ye up for the*Glory and Honour of the World, 
and we abide faithful for the Glory of the Lord our Maker. 

And this I ſay plainly unto you, that your long Tyranny will 
never weary out the patience we have received, netther can you 


* inflict morepuniſhment than the Lord hath enabled us to bear ; 


and as your Wrath is incraſed, our Humility is increaſed nnich 
more ; andas youare filled and moved with Envy, weare much 
more filled and overcome with the Power of the Fathers Life, 
and though you contrive ways to enſ{narethe Innocent, we take 
no thought aforehand to deliver our ſelves ; for Se/f we have de- 
nyed, and we have given up our Bodies and Soulsa living Sacri- 
fice unto God, to do or ſaffer his Will : And himthat kills the 
Body we fear not, much leſs thoſe that can but Whip or Impri- 
ſon but for a few Moneths; for our Lite you cannot reach, nei- 
ther can you diſturb their Reſt whom the Lord hath crowned 
with Honour, who out of the World are redeemed and bought 
with the price of Blood moſt precious, but are become his, to 
follow him whither-cver he leads them, though it be through 
Tryals, great Tribulations, Bonds and long Impriſonments ; 
theſe things cannot move them whoare brought to relt in theDe- 
farts, and ſleepinthe Woods; yea, and there is none can make 
them afraid with all their Threats, «unrighteous'Laws, Bonds, 
Bridewels, long unjaſt Impriſonments, -or Death it ſelf.- - 
And this Honour hath the Saints, and herein do they rejoyce 
for evermore, in that they are counted worthy to ſuffer for his 
Names ſake, who was made perfeCt through ſufferings, and 
and thereby overcame all the Powers of Darkneſs, whereby Prin- 
cipalities and Powers are ſpoiled forever ,, and through ſufferings are 
we made more than Conquerers ever all our Enemies, whoſe Day will 
have an end, whoſe Cruelty will ceaſe, whoſe Tyranny will be 
rewarded upon their own Heads, and their Memorial will Roxy 
forever; but the faithfulneſs of the Faithful ſhall never be taken 
from him, nor the innocency of the Harmleſs ſhaH never 'be 
forgotten, neither ſhall they ever want ſtrength toſtand in the 
day of Battz}, nor courage and boldneſs to endure, when the 
Enemies of the Lord ariſe in Oppoſition againſt the brightneſs 


of the riſing of the Power of the Lamb of God, who is come to 
take 
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take away theSin of the World, even hin who is the Light, 
and the Heir, againſt whom, with one conſent, the Rulers of the 
Earth, the Hireling Prieſts, with all the Prophane and Unclean, 
and all themof all Opinions inthe World, are joyning together 
in one Combination, as with one Mind conſpiring in their En- 
mity, toſlay and murder the Heir that is come to make an end of 
Sin, who faith, I am the Light. | 
H. S 
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Greetings of Love, Mercy and Peace from 
Ged, the Father of the Living, 


Here the Bowels are not ſhut up, nor the Heart 
darkned,and where that doth not bear rule which 
ſtoppeth the Ear and cloſeth the Eye ; and where 
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wholly eaten up, devoured, got over, and wholly-overcome that 
tender Principle, which once moyed in the Heart, towards that 
beeng of the living Subſtance. Is 

Fhere may my words take entrance, and unto ſuch, who 
fee! that which breathesto God, and-who are willing to be ſatiſ- 
fred concerning the living Truth of his Son, and who vwould re+ 
ccive the Truthif they knew it, and do- yet more delire after 
the Power of God, than all the Temporal things that are ſeen, 
ar.d whoare yet come no further than the reading of the Law, 
the Prielts, the T'ythes, nor that Religion that makes nothing 
perfect, ard who are come no further than the outward Baptiſm, 
Syadew, or Figure, or ſuch things, which-are to be left behind, 
Hib. 6. or who are come no further than the Supper, or the 
weath, and fo not yes ſayed by his Life, nor drunk of thas 
ghich ſaveth, aad is to. cleanle from all that, which ſepari- 
teth from God ; after whom, and the incomes of his Love Im- 
mortal, whoſoever truly delireth, and is willing to receive the 
Power of his Life, and come in Covenant with the Lord ; 

Sach may lend me an Ear alittle, and you arethem whomay 
receive ſome bencfithereby; for behold l write in plainnels of the 
things of God, my heartbeing enlarged with abundance of his 
Peace, In which there is good will towards men, that you might 
com2to draw near to the Werneſsz the Teltimony whereof 18 
within the vail, which vail is over the heart, 2 Cor. 3.15 and 
is not done away, but asyou come tobe in him, who is given for 
a witneſs, I/a.55.4. by believingin the Gight, John 12. 36. 
ard foto have the witneſs in you, 1 John 5. 10. and youto be 
init; and that you may come to participate of Gods Indwel- 
lings, and feelthe Oyl which will laſt forcuer.z therefore I pro- 
cecd thus : | | 

How can I but look back a little, with an Eye gf-Pity over 
thoſe, who yetare where once | was, when the Darknets was 
over the Earth, and the Cloud of Error compaſlled me as well as 
others, ſurely I'cannot now be ſo unmindwl of them that are 
yet [iſ#, as not to have compallion vpon the. Out-calts, of 1ſrael, 
or tocconceal from them thele things of fo great concernment, 
but open®. Lard of my Life hatn opened tome, willt 

0 


reach fort my- hang towards the weak, and utter my voice t2 
e 
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the Priſoner of Hope, and ſhew unto the meek in the Earth 
how the inviſible God hath led his-ſeed,- and is leading his Rem- 
nant through and ont of the Variety of things, unto the one 
thing it ſelf, from whence the various Things, Gifts, and Mini- 
{trations do come. 

Now that which is chiefly in my heart, to write for the Secds 
ſake, is, Firſt, Something concerning the Miniſtration of Moles, 
(when he was upon Earth.) Secondly, Concerning the Miniſtrati- 
on of Chriſt (whillthe was upon Earth) Thirdly. and chietly, 
Concerning the Miniſtration of the Spirit .. 


Firſt;Concerning Moſes's Miniſtration, (when he was upon Earth) 
which was ro laſt till Shiloh came,or until the time of Reformation, 


" A Sconcerning Moſes Miniſtration, to wit, the Law, Condem- 
nation or Death, wittthe Prieſts Oifering, and worldly 
Sanctuary and an outward Tabernacle, and daily Offerings for 
Sin,- and Store-houſes for the Levites, Strangers, Fatherleſs 
and Widdows, having the Ark of the Teſtimony within the 
vail, and the Mercy ſeat covered, and the-Golden-pot, ' and the 
People to ſeek the Law at the Prieſts Mouth, whereby their 
knowledge is preſerved,and many profit much thereby,and come 
day-by day, and year by year unto that which they eſtecm a place 
of holy Worſhip, and Ordizances of God, And notwitkſtand- 
Ing. the Prieſts of Moſes Law, were made by the Law of God, 
yet that Prieſthood changeth, and the Law changeth, and the 
very glory of all this palleth away ; for this did once ſeem glori- 
ous unto me, and many more which only diſcovered ſin, though 
it made nothing perfect, and with muth delight was the reading 
of the Law and the Prophets hearkened unto, and the daily 
confeſſion of ſin, (but the vail is- over the heart whilſt A/es 
is Preachcd ) and Sacrifices Morning and Evening with the long 
Prayers, which the comers thereunto, were not at all thereby 
made PertcCt, as pertaining to the Conſcience, though it had 
a ſhaddow of good things to come, yet the glory thereof comes. 
to be done away; then how 'much more will the very glory: 
of the moſt glorious Appearance-of that Miniſtry peril, and- 
be done away, which cometh-ſhort'of this, and hath not ſomuch. 
as the Image of this, which was as a ſhaddow. O weak and, 
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' beggarly things, that arefound among thoſe Prieſts now and 


their tollowers,who come ſhort of A4ſes Miniltry ; for he direct- 
ed them to Chriſt the ſubſtance, and ſo his Miniſtration comes 
to be done away, as Chriſt comes to be received ; for ſes did 
not ſeek to vphold his Prieits, or Law, or Tythes, or any thing 
clic, when Chriſt should come, who ts the end of the Law, but 
did writeof him, and notwithſtanding his Miniſtry and Prieſts, 
he ſaid, He that would not hearken unto him, ſhould be cut off, and 
{aid, The Lord will raiſe up {Mark the words, raiſe up] 1he Lord 
ſhall raiſe up a Propher, aud when the Prophet was come, he ſaid, 
1 am the Light, and I am meck_and low in Heart ; and this is to be 
railed up which is meek, for to them that fate in darkneſs Light 
hath ſprung up ; and the Soul that hearkneth not to the Prophet, 
which ſprings up, ſhaii be cut off, for T ruth ſpringerh up out of the 
Earth, and Chriſt is the Truth, and he faid, / am the Light, which 
is the Horn of Salvation that God ra:/eth up, to be a Light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and is the Salvation of Iſracl; and lo the 
foul is to hearken to that which God raiſerh up, and that is it 
which condemneth ſin (under it) who is like unto Moſes, whoſe 
Miniltry diſcovers ſir ,, and ſo Moſes direfted unto Chriſt, (who 
puts away the tin) and Paul ſaid of theglory of Moſes Miniſtra- 
tion, That it was noGlory in reſpett of the Glory of the Miniſtr a- 
£:0n of the Spirit ;, and the glorious Miniſtry of the Spirit was re- 
ceived; after he who had a Body prepared, had ſuffered the Cry- 
citying of his body, and the Prophets ſearched diligently; 
to ſee the glory that was to be after the ſufferings of Chriſt, r Per. 
10; £1. 

But the thing intended, That Aoſes when he was upon Earth, 
directed unto Chriſt, and gave commandment, That they ſhould 
hearken unto him, (who ſaid, I amthe Light) and this is one Tittle 
of the Law, that the Light be hearkned unto, who Is the end of 
the Law, 2nd the ſubſtavce, and he that offerideth herein is guil-" 
ty of all ; and this is that in which all the large Miniſtrations of 
Moſes is included,that Cbriſt, the Light, the true Prophet be heark- 
ed unto and obeyed, that by hearing and obeying his Voice, (or the 
Word in the Heart) they might come from under the Law and 
the Prieſts,and that which waxeth old, unto the Lifc and Obedience 
of him, whoabidesa Prieſt forever, even the Lord of that glory, 


which laſteth for evemore. 
| Secondly, 
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Secondly, Concerning Chriſt and his Miniſtration, (when he was 
upon Earth) and his work, which he fimſhed. _ 


A when he cometh, which Afſes commandeth to hearker 
unto, even Chriſt, the true Prophet, the Light of theWorld, the 
living Miniſter, the end of the Law, who had a Body prepared to 
do the will of the Father, which was in him, the Man Chriſt 
Teſus;, he ſaith, follow me, and he took up his Croſs and palled 
through the Death and the Yail; and fo being made Perfect 
through ſufferings, attained that Glory, which he had with the 
Father before he had a Body, which Body was prepared to do 
the Fathers will, whoſe will was, That all men ſhould be ſaved; 
therefore Chrilt raſted death for every man, and roſe again for the 
Juſtification of thoſe that believe in him, who ſaid, I am the Light, 
and 1s ſate down at the right hand of God, who isa Spirit eter- 
nally in the Heavens, aſcended up out of the ſight of them, 
which gazed after that Body, which is gone out of their ſight, 
even he, Chriſt, the Miniſtry, hid from Ages and Generations, 
now made manifeſt ro deſtroy the works of the Devil, being meek 
apd low in the Heart, he laith, Learnof me: Then not the of 
_ nor any longer of ,Afoſes, for the Law is the gchool- 
maſter to Chriſt, who being come, calleth one from the Cuftom, 
another from going to bury the Dead, another from queſtoning 


and reaſoning, what this man, or another ſhould do that he 


might not ſtand looking out at others, but himſelf to follow the 
Light, ſaying, follow thou me. 

And thoſe that followed him when he was upon Earth ſaw 
his Miracles, and heard his Parables, and eat of the outward 
Bread, and were filled (though many now eat andare not filled ) 
and they had his body among them, and they- came tothe Bap» 
ſm and the Supper, but Chriſt himſelf Baptized net; and when 
he was upon Earth, he ſaid, 7 gore the Father, and I go toprepare 4 
Place for you, and he ſaid, whither 1 go ye kyow ; and he ſaid be- 
fore, follow me, .and except a man deny himſelf, and take up his 
Croſs and foilow me, he cannot be my Diſciple 3 and he ſaid, My 
' ſheep hear myVoice, and they follow me, and he entred within the 
Aaz2 , "Fad 


+ owes - aan... i. ro 


Why ap 14 _ 


: ; My 
® a - " X —_ > 
_ = " a 

wer...” - "Js vs % 
2 Fs 0 *. (IS NOR w# n " 


O55 


- e EY Apps. IT YO Gr mo” 


_— 


f Py + +, 0 C2 & 
ee 6 alike — + M SER - "bu SY 
Aus one tio #8 $nrÞ Me ado onthe) i, i Pg 


— _— _ 

Ru IO Fs. 0 Fl 

- forina _ SOROS et 
AE RI 3 ng / 


* 


na. "Y 


KL o 
, 
«ant BY 5 


th y $0 
= C 
D 


4 

” [>| 
& ' 
Lo - 
: z 
Fl o 

p & 
F 


> 


Ya 4, 1-58 


45 A850" 2-04 178 
7 GH bb ba Hie-7 


1 


+: 

* 8 
KEE 
"ho 
A ' 

Lg - 
y 


23% _- To the Sheepnot bzong ht heme,” 
Vail, (and the Vail is over the Heart) and was made Perfett 
througu juffertags, and is fate down in the /;jeſty on high, glori= 
fied with God the Father, and the Father was m 1m, even the tul- 
neſs of God ; and that which my be krown of God, ws manifeſt in 
thee; and heſaid, He had finiſhed the work that the F ather gave 
him to do, and fo the- Fathers will was accomplithed and done, 
for which the body was prepared ; he ſaid, Now glorifie me Fa- 
ther, with the ſame glory which I had with thee from the beginning ; 
and he that ſpake in the body abideth forever, who iaid, A Bo- 
ay haſt thou prepared me, wiiich Body being cruciſtied, he took up 
bs Life again, and then thoſe that did know htm three dayes 
before, knew him not, and he aſcended, and a Cloud received 
him out of the light of certain men, who never tound him unto 
this day, for he remaineth.out of the light of molt that profeſs 
him, and as the lightning in the Clouds of Heaven doth he come 
again, andevery eye thail ſee him, that condemneth ſin ; and the 
Kingd-m of Heaven, # within you, and yetthe blind cannot ſer, 
nor the deaf bear. | 

And tius was he that Moſes commanded to hear, who ſaid, he 
that 14 with you ſhall be in you, and he that was with or withour, 
was togo away; and that which was to be received within, he 
ſaid, ſbonuld abide with them forever, and the Spirit of Truth, 
was to lead into all Truth ; for though the body was preparcd to 
do Gods will, yet they by it were not led intoall "Truth, but 
ſometimes underſtood it not, though he ſpeak Spree and Life ; 
and moreover, they went away, and ſome fled from the Truth, 
and Peter denyed him that was the Truth ; and ſo ſuch as have 


 gotaProfeſſion of the Truth without them,” and not the Spirit 


withinto lead intoall Truth, ſuch fly in the day of Fryal trom 
that Truth they profeſs, and ſorne deny it rather than ſuf- 
fer with, .or for it ; and herein, them called Baprifs alſo, have 
not come ſhort; and ſome of them have bowed to the- Beaſt, 
and ſoitis with many who profeſs Chriſt and Truth without 
them, even as with thoſe who underſtood not the Parables ; nor 
could not caſt out the unclean Spirits, ſo that Chriſt was and is 
grieved when he hath been ſo long with, and profeſſed, and fol- 
lowed without, and yet not cometo that Faith which puorifieth 
the Heart, whereby to calt out the Uuclean within, as thou mayſt 
read in thy ſelf, And 
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And therefore Chriſt, when he was upon Earth did ofren 
{peak urto them of what was yet to- come, and I do ſeldom 
read or take notice, that he did ſo often preach and repeat any 
one thing unto them, as that of the Spirit tocome, ſaying, That 
i (Mark, the Spirit ) would lead into all Truth; and ſeeing their 
Weakneis and Unbelief,. ( ark 16. 14.) he by the often repe- 
tition thereof, did as it were the more chiefly engage their 
Hearts to wait for and ſeek atter the incomes of that which thould 
comfort them, and abide with them, when his Body was gone 
from-them, whither they could not come; andto this one thing 
doth hedirect them in various expreſſions, as of his going to the 
Father, and coming. again, and faith he, / wil! pray the Father, 
and he ſhall give you another Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth, 
whom the World cannot recerve, John 12. 16. And many things Feſus 
did, which if they ſhould be all written, the World might net 
contain te Books, John 21.25. And many things be ſþake unto them, 


AQs 2.40. and yet there was ſomething tocome to be waited . 


for, and after to be received, which was more than all this; for 
ſaid he, Theſe things have 1 ſpoken unto you, being yet preſent with 
you; But the Comforter (Mark,) the word [BUT] intimateth 
{omething greater, or more than what was ſpoken to them, whillk 
he was with them; for he ſaith, He that i with you ſhall be in you, 
John 14. 17. and ſaid, But the Comforter, which # the holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will ſend in my Name, he will teach you all things, 
(Mark what that is that teacheth all things) ard bringeth all things 
ro your Remembrance whatſoever I bave ſaid (and ſo that is within 
which bringeth the words of Spirit and Life to remembrance) 
John 14.35526. And having ſpoken of other things,he faith again, 
But when the Comforter comes, even the Spirit of Truth, John 15. 26. 
And if I gonet away, the Comforter will not come, but if I depart, 1 
will ſend him unto you, John 16.7. And I bave many things to- ſay 
unto you, but you Cannot bear them now, howbeit, when he, the Spirit of 
Truth us come, he will guide you into all Truth, John 16.12, 13. Here 
it may be ſeen, that they who followed Chrilt without, and not 
received the Spirit within, could not bear what he had to ſpeak 
unto them ; and alſo, it-may be ſecn, that when the Spirit was 

come, it would be better with them. | 
And much more might be mentioned, how Chriſt ” 
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what was to come, andhe received, and revealed in that day, 
John 16.23. when the Spirit ſhould be poured forth according to 
the Prophets, all which plainly declare, and moſt evidently ſer 
forth, how Chriſt in his Miniſtry, when he w.as upon Earth, did moſt 
chiefly dirett unto the Miniſtration of the Spirit of Truth, which was 
then yet tocome; and that they might not run to teach others 
(as many do now) before they had received the Spirit of Truth 
in themſelves, by and with that tobe led into all Truth, bug 
might receive the Power of Truth in themſelves, from the Life 
thereof, to convert others into the ſame ; therefore ſaid he fur- 
ther, after he was riſen again, But tarry ye inthe City of Jeruſa- 
lem, wel you be endncd with Power from on bigh, Mark 24. 4. fo 
that thoug}t they had ſeen his Body before, and had now ſeen 
him after his ReſurreCtion, yet that and all the reſt was not 
enough without the Power and the Spirit, which yas to come, 
which they were to wait for: And ſo, now men ſhould tarry, 
wait 2nd ſtand ſtill to ſee the Salvation of God, and until they 


receive the Spirit; for it is the Spirit, (notthe Body ) which ſearch- 


ct) 2k things, and ſheweth plainly of the Father. 

And by this before-written in ſhort, I have a little endea- 
voured to ſhew unto the meek and ſingle-hearted, That Moſes, 
_ he was upon the Earth, direfted unto Chriſt ; As in theſe 
words, | 

The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee a Prophet, from the mid## 
ef thee, of thy Brethren, like unto me, unto him ſhall ye hearken, 
Deut. 18. 15. a 

And Chrijt, when he was upon Earth, directed unto the Spirit, 
which was to come, in the like words, ſaying, 

Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you, being yer preſent with you, but 
the Comforter, which i the holy Spirit, whom the Father will ſend im 
my Name, he ſhall teach you all things, John 14. 25, 26. 

And then, what if I did write after the manner of men, and 
ſay, If es were now upon the Earth, and Chriſt in his own 
Body upon the Farth ; and Moſes with all his Prieſts, Tythes and 
OfFerings, and Religion, whichdifcovers fin, but makes nothing 
perfe.t, which Pas! profited much in; if he, I fay, ſhould com- 
mard and exhort all People unger his Miniſtry, to go to Chrilt, 
a!:d hear him. | 

And 
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And if Chriſt were now upon Earth, and notwithſtanding his 
outward Miracles, Circumcition, Baptitm, Supper and Death, yet 
he ſhould command and exhort all (that come through the Law 
or Minilſtration of Moſes unto him) to look, and tarry, and wait 
for another Comforter,that they might receive the Spirit in them, 
and fay unto them, that that ſhould reach them allthings, andlead 
them into all Truth. 

Then whether or no, People were to continue following ſes 
Prieſts, with their Tythes and long Prayers, and ſtill be teekin 
the Law at their Mouth, or to come to Chrilt, to ſeck the Goſpel ? 
for Moſes himſelf did not ſay, that they ſhould ſeek the Goſpel 
at the Prieſts Mouth : And then, when did the Prieſts ever preach 
the Goſpel ? | 

And then, whether thoſe obey not Moſes, who leave the Prieſts 
and come to Chriſt (the Light?) And whether ſuch, when they 
are come to Chriſt, ſhould alwayes be looking and following 
after Water, Baptiſm and outward Supper, or tarry and wait 
to receive the Spirit within them ? 

And then, whichof theſe now, ſhould all People that profeſs 
Chriſt, be led by in theſe dayes, either Moſes, or the Perſon of 
Chriſt, or the Spirit of Truth? And, whether ſuch as have re- 
ceived, and are truly indeed led by his Spirit of Truth, and 
know that to be their Teacher, and follow it, and are ruled, go- 
verned and guided by it, according to the command of //es and 
Chri#t, do not hereby obey the command of Moſes and of Chriſt, 
and fulfill their Doctrine ? And whether any other People or 
Profeilors whatſoever, do obey the command of Aeſes and Chrift, 
but only ſuch? And whether this be mot a thing of great 
Concernment to be known and learned by all that profeſs Chri- 
{tianity 2? | 

But why then do People follow theſe Prieſts of England any 
longer, which are contrary to Moſes, and alto to Chriſt, who 
have no Store-houſes, but ſuffer the Poor to want within and 
without, and the Widdow and Stranger ready to perith, and 
moreover devour, and can never have enough of the Spoil of 
other mens Goods ? 

And why do others diſpute about, and talk of the Body fo 


much, whichthey know not ? And1s it not better to be ſilent, 
ond 
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184 To the Sheep not bzought home. 
and.know the true God and: Jeſus-Chritt, who dwells-in his Peo- 
ple, and the Spirit of Truth, which he requires inthe inward 
parts, and to feel after God, even the Life in themſelves, becauſe 
the Apoſtle ſaid, They were ſaved by his Life, being before reconci- 
led by his Death, Rom.5. 10. And until the Lite came, there 
were many things which they were not ſaved from, and the 
Death which reconcileth was palled through, and the Life was 
received again to ſave and juſtifie. 

And why then are People ſo much buſted about that which 
was before the Reconciliation (and fo therein much ſhort of the 
Life) and for outward Bread, Wine and Wazer ? Are not theſe 
things which are ſcen? And are not the things that are ſeen 
Temporal ? 

But Chriſt the true Prophet being come, of whom 12ſes did 


write, who. is the end of the Law, and fo the end of that Mini- 


{try, whereby that is done away for the weakneſs and unprofi- 
tableneſs thereof, and Chriſt coming after Fohn, of whom Fohn 
bare witneſs, that he was before, and greater, and came after him ; 
and Chriſt having finiſhed that which he himſelf came to do z 
znd likewiſe ſo largely and often exhorted, to wait for another 
Comforter, even the Spirit. | 

Then what Minilſtration'is it that now ſtandeth and remain? 
eth, which is according both to Moſes, Chriſt, and the holy 
Scriptures * And what Miniſtration is to be expected or waited 
for, but the Miniſtration of the Spirit? And whether all they 
be not compaſſed about -with a Cloud of Error, who are uphold- 
ing that Miniſtry ofthe Law, (or a worſe) which Chriſt is the 
cnd of, -and the Apoſtles ſaid was done away z and likewiſe ſuch 
as are upholding and keeping up that which Chriſt ſaid he had 
finiſhed ? And whether the upholding of ſuch things now, be not 
quite oppoſite both to Moſes, Chriſt and Scriptures ? 

And .being that Moſes, nor indeed his true Miniſters of the 
Law, re not-upon Earth, neither that Body of Chriſt, (which 
by the Profeſſors was murthered at Feraſalem ). vilibly to be ſeen 
upon Earth , Then what was It that thole have to follow, who 
have not received the Sprrir to be led by ? and if they will ſay, 
They have the Wi itings of Moſes and the Words of Chriſt : 1 ſay, if 
that be all, then they that forſook and denyed Chriit had more 


than. . | 
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then them for they had the Words from his 9wn Month, which 
was "prrit and Life, and yet they underſtood not; (and then 
what do thoſe underſtand, who have not fo much as they had ? ) 
therefore after he had ſulfered and roſe again, he opened their 
Underſtandings. . 

And ſo, what is all their Religion worth, who are not come 
to the Spirit ? - And whether Moſes Miniſtration being ended by 
Chriſt, and Chrilt alſo having finiſhed his Work, are not 
all People in _—_—_ place now to wait for the Spirit, and to re- 
ceive the Spirit by it, then tobe lcd intoall Truth ; and ſobeing 
firſt led intothe Truth, then in the ſame Truth to worſhip God 
in the Spirit, who isa Spirit * And whether there be now any 
true Worſhip ſtanding which God accepteth, but only this? And 
whether this alone be not agreeable to Moſes, Chrift and Scrip- 
twres? And then, whether all other Worlhip row upheld, be 
not contrary to this true Worſhip of God, and contrary to 
Moſes, Chriſt and Scriptures; and indeed _ oppolite to the 
Spirit of God, whereby he is grieved ? And it ſo, whether 
all ſuch Worſhip, Way, Praftice, Performances, Duties and 
Ordinances (ſocalled) benot better left undone, than perform- 


ed, until God's Spirit be received to guide therein ? 


Thirdly, Concerning the Mipiſtration of the Spirit, which abideth 


forever. | 


M2 and his Miniſtry were viſible, and Chriſt in the form 
of a Servant (and ſo like unto Moſes) was viſible, and fo 
was his Miracles, and that which is viſible to the Natural Eye, 
the Carnal Mind can come to profeſs, and contend about, but the 
bleſſed Eye, which God openeth with the Light, cometh to ſee, 
the one done away, and the other finiſhed by Chriſt the Light 
and Life. 

And this Spirit is that which firſt moved, and yet moveth, and 
moved unto, and led through the viſible Miniſtration ; and this 
Spirit is inviſible, as it is written, The Inviſible only Wiſe God, 
whom no Eye of Fleſh hath ſeen, or can ſee, and this moving in- 
viſible Spirit of God, which is without limit or end, is that 


which all People ſhould be led unto, by all its outward viſible 
B b Appearances, 


aA 
mh i By 
<gbtl cif S. WY KL $29 


Wot. 


ne. 8% PO) 
"_— v4 by 
VI 85 { 


s @% 
_” + wt 0en, a, z- RES WY; " 4 < - , , 
me, IF = 7 ES Fa p Fe » 


ET 4 


& Jar 1. .v IK 
bo. {4 , 


>a 5 ” . 4 | 0” 
. c —_— - : 
+01 444 « 4 wp. ur ONS. 3% | iz TP A 
"_ <a: 4 * wy, 
” - th, P 4 


135 Tothe Sheep not bzought home, 


Appearances, Miniitrations and Diſpenſations, and this Spirit 
was that which gave forth ard ordained the Miniltration ol, the 
the Law, which was glorious in its time, though to be done away ; 
but how much more glorious is the Miniltration of that Spirit of 
Life it felf, from which the Miniſtration of the Law came, which 
Spirit abideth forever? And the 1econd Adam is made a quick- 
ning Spirit, and the Spirze, which is the Word, was with God, 
and was God, before the Body cf fleſh was made, and that Spirit 
abideth forever, as it heaid out of the Law, He ſhall abide for- 
ever; and this is that which ever liveth to intercede. | | 
And this forever bleſſed inviuble Spirit was before time, and i 
to be when time ſhall be no more, and is without limis, an Eter- 
nal lively ſabſtance, giving Life from ir telf, and ſecretly cover- 
Ing it ſelf from the carnal-part of man, not ſeen nor underſtood, 
but by ſi ch as by its ſecret motions come to be led to [ee through 
that which ſhadows it forth, and by the Image, Form, Shadow 
or Figure, to diſcern the ſubſtance, which is the Lite, where 
Immortality dwelleth; for in the motit ianermolt ard ſecrets of 
all, is the Life of all, being covered over with that in which it 
lies; through the which it breaking torth in any diſcovery of 
it ſelf, is that whereby the Beholders migit be drawn through 
the diſcovery to it {cIf, which in the diſcovery broke forth 
for the dilcovery was 1till too [hort of that-from whence it came, 
and that which was diſcovered forth in any Shadow, Form or 
Image, was not tobe idolized nor ſet up, for the very thing or 
ſublt:n e of Life, from whence it proceeded ; and herein hath 
been much miſtake by ſuch who came not by that which opened 
in the Vilibles, to that from whence it came, in that to have their 
Underitandings opened, and thereby to be made ſenlible of that 
which is Eternal, by it.to be brought in, where its indwellings 
abide forever, whoſe breakings forth in thevilible (whichwas 
todraw to that invilible) refreihed the Soul inviibly, in anun- 
expccted time bur being (after) ſought for in the \ 1.iÞles (and 
not in the Eterral) with-draws it 1elt out of the Viſtbles, and 
out of the ſight and reach of that which ſeeks it there, that there- 
by that which is to live forever with it, may come through all 
that which it appeared in, unto the very thing and inviltÞle Sub- 


ſtance it ſelf, which is the Lite of all, and the true center E the 
iving 
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living Motion, which moveth of it ſelf, and gave forth all things 
good, as they proceeded from it, by virtue of its gradual and 
various Motions and this being come, openeth it felf in them 
that find it, ard live thercin ; and this maketh Darkneis Light 
before the People whoſe dwelling is with God, ard the crooked 
comes to be made ſtraight by thething it ſelf, and dark Sayings 
of old come to be opened, and ſecret things revealed. b 

But to write more plain, for the ſake of the weak, of this glc- 
rious indwelling Spirit, which in the fulneſs of time cometh forth 
in Fleih, laying hold of the Seed of Abraham, the moſt glorious 
appearance that eyer was, being thus appeared was the expreſs 
Image of God, who dwelleth in his People, whole Bodies are 
Fleſh and earthly Tabernacles; but by the operation of the ſan- 
Aifying cleanling Spirit, which the Father ſendeth, are made fit 
Habitations of God, and ſo Co-heirs with Chriſt, aud Members 
of his Body, Fleſh and Bones, which Spirit quickneth to God ; 
and being thus received and obeyed, is feht to live forever, though 
the ſhadowings forth of it be done away; and this is Eternal, 
and never endeth, but abideth with ſuch forever, and the Mini- 
{tration of it is Life it ſelt to the Soul, and more to be valucd 
and deſired than all that ever was ſcen before it. 

Ad as the Lord took off that Spirit which was upon 7oſes and 
Put it upon his Brethren, the Elders of J1ſra«!l, whereby they 
miglt rule and judge with him ; ſo faith Chriſt, The Fathey ſhall 
take off mine, and grve unto you, even of that Spirit of Love, Life, 
Power, Valour and Virtue, which was upon and in him (that 
was like unto Aoſes ) is miniſtred into, and put upon ſuch as are 
truly his Brethren and Friends, whereby him with they (thus 
gifted, ſanCtihed and qualified) judge the World ; for all Fudg- 
ame! 15 committed to the Soy; and of that which the Son hath (and 
1s committed to him) doth the Father give unto his Members : 
And fo, from Chriſt the Head, they come to receive Power over 
the World, andits Way, Worſhip and Faſhions, and over Un- 
clean Spirits. - And that is an Unclean Spirit which will lead into 
any Sin, and it 1s an unclean Spirit in which ſin ſtandeth, and 
which pleadeth for the continuance and upholding of that which 
is unclean, and that is of the World, which the Saints judge. 


And as thoſe Elders of 1/-ae! (who were of the Church in the 
ITY | Wilderneſs) 


K ee; - = M 


+ 4 Yo k ir 

% 46-427. % + a. 0% 30 
h v 4-4 . = " _—_ - \Þ 
A etna KG NCMEEEEEE Seb, As 2 bs ay 


. _ 
opt 3 ooo : rw h 
we - <6. es 2% , 5 S P my 
> I - ITY 4 _— th 
" -FÞ$ = 4 oy - bs, 
®- . .- Y 
L . « ©. <4 288 > 3 HFA 
Xen he” ——_ 
"*——— ML, 


9 


- 
'F . 
+. 
if 
£ 
Z 
W ; 
F 4 , 
"> 


— nab =— 
a l- 5-4 oy 
- *o Ln 


I 


ET IS 7 
en E299 
* x —_— 
" - 
Hi 


png 


Ta. td SIO MPI {1 Lt 


nn dlF 


"= 
SL 
p 
Sn 


GREY og. 


= BE * = 
bs ——_ DOS or . <MBaypre das 


*s. 


PT 0% 


(44 5 8 A. 4 e 7 h 6 Ta bay 


Fr 255% ®, WT 
Ts WE tC Y i 


* 
£ 4s 

WW 

" wh 


hot "th Wn 
- a Fr - 


*% 
oF To - 


£43.81 8 \- 2 
2 pv; tf "4 IP 4 £ 
OT Gas Figs It 
- 


p ' ter er. 
74 a HRITL by . , 
= - 4 it as hi Nl 
. L 4-4 
Sd, wa 4 wk-a2 
Ae "+: SB" "A 
Bo Se «i100 205: bac 24s 
© 4 K-26 AR FP 
G J 


EY oY 
[- 46x; 5 Wh 5 
wet; "" 


183 To the Sheep not bzought home, 


Wilderneſs) were not made fit to judge nor rule in outward mat- 
ters by all the writings and words of the Law (though received 
by diſpoſition of Angels) until the Lord himſelf took of that 
Spirit which was upon Aoſes and put upon them. 

So thoſe that profeſs to be Elders in the Church now, or any 
other Perſon whatſoever, are much leſs made fit to rule or judge _ 
11 ſpiritual matters, by all the readingand profelling Aſes wri- 
tings and Chriſts words, and the reit of the holy Scriptures 
(though they were given by the Inſpiration of God) untul the 
Lord take off that Spirit, which was upon and in Chriſt (who 
Is like unto 2oſes) and give unto, and pour it upon, and mini- 
ſter it unto them. And this is done in Gods way (which is ſe- 
cret) and time (which is in his own hand) to thole whom he 
accounteth worthy thus to Honour, and who truly wait for it, 
asa Wayfaring man for a Reſting place, and as a Captive for 
Deliverance. | 

And though Chriſt (after his ReſurreCtion) ſaid, Al! Power im 
Fe aven and in Earth i given unto me, go ye therefore and Teach; © 
yet they were to)tarry until they had the Power in themſelves ; 
and when that was come, which they were to tarry and wait for, 
then with that they went and taught the Nations, from the ien- 
ſible feeling of that which taught them how to teach, and all 
things elſe, when the ſame Spirit and Power was upon them, 
which was before committed unto him z and ſo the coming forth 
of it from him into them, and filling them therewith, was to- 
them in that work of the Miniſtry moſt effectual,like as the Virtue 
going forth of Chrilt healed the Woman ; ſo the Power and Vir- 
tue of the holy Spirit coming forth from Chrilt, being ſent of the 
Father, and received by the Diſciples (who with much deſire 
waited for that) impowered them to do that which before they 
were commanded to do, after they were endued with Power (or 
had the Power in them) And fo, what they were commanded to 
do, they were to wait to receive Power in themſelves, from God 
to perform ; and Chriſt did intend to give them Power todo that 
which he commanded : And as he commanded them to goand 
teach, he alſo required them to tarry (and ſo not to go) until 
they had received Power fo to do; and ſo it was the Power of the 


holy Ghoſt in them which made them Miniſters ; and theſe "_=_ 
| an 
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and ſuch are truly Ordained Miniſters : And after they had re- 
ceived Power from on-high, even the Spirit (or Life) of Truth, 
' and were filled therewith, and ſo had it in them, then they 
went to do that which was commanded them; then they went 
to teach the Nations, and converted Thouſands, and turned 
Sinners, and brought Souls to God, and then they were called 
Chriſtians,and then were People brought to be of the trueChurch, 
which Chriſt buildeth upon, that which fleſh and blood reveal- 
eth not. | 

An this is the entrance into the Church of God, 2 Theſ. 1. 1. 
the receiving of the Spirit, and in this God is worſhipped, and not 
elſe; for this hath excluded all other Worſhip, and thoſe only 
are the true Worſhippers, who come in thus by the Door, 
which is Chriſt, the Light and Spirit of Truth, ſent into the 
Heart from God. 

And if all theprudent learned Divines (ſo called) in Exrope, 
orall, orany of the wiſeſt Orthodox men in any other Quarter 
of the whole World, can prove (by the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament) any other true Worſhip of God (who is 
a Spirit) now extant among men, and to be performed (eſpeci- 


ally among them called Chriſtians) with acceptance to God, * 


but cnly that which the Spirit of Truth leadeth ſuch unto, as recerve it 
then let them bring it forth that we may ſee it, and prove it by 
plain undeniable Truth of Scripture; or otherwiſe | ſhall look 
upon their Proofs, Words, Ways, Actions, Practices, Perfor- 
mances, Duties and ſeveral Worſhips as things of no value. 

Or it there be any other entrance into the true Worlhip of 


God than this Spirit that God fendeth (or the Light which lead-. 


cthto it) orif there be any other Worſhip which God doth or 
will accept to be after this, ſpoken or propheſied of inthe Scrip- 
tures of Truth, whereby this ſhall ever be done away, or ended 
from being the true, only, and alone Worſhip of God, whillt 
men have a being upon Earth, then let the wiſeſt of the Sons of 
men bring it forth, and produce there ſtrong reaſons therein, 
that we may plead together, and that the entrance into, and 
the true Worſhipit ſelf, of the only true inviſible God, may be 
declared over all the World, for the fatisfaRion of every tender 


Heart concerning this. 
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For this I am ſatisfied in, that Chriſt Jeſus (who is the end of 
the Law, and who finiſhed his work, when he was upon Earth) 
is made a quickning Spirit, and is the Way and Truth of Life, 
which bringeth into the Worthip of God, and he is the begin- 
ing and theend, and he leadcth to the beginning of Gods Wor- 
ſnip, and he is theend and the Relt of all the faithful, in whom 
all the Promiles are Tea and Amen; and without him all is as no- 
thing, and all that come before him are Thieves and Robbers, 
and he it is that abidetha Prielt forever, and his Spirit of Truth 
is it which all People and Profeſſors whatſoever, thou firſt 
wait to receive, thereby tobe led into that true'Spiritual Wor- 
ſhip which alone God accepterth, leſt they. and their Worihip 
and Building fall together, in a day when there is none to 
deliver. | : 

Aud then thus I will Qnery ; If Chriſt own dear ilciples, 
who had forſook all and followed him, (ror Prieſts or Baptiſts) 
did not come to receive this Spirit, by hearing ali the words 
which he he ſpoke unto them, but by waiting aiter the words 
wereended ? Then whether thoſe that have not toriaken all 
(nor ſo much as the Worlds falhions) do now come to receive 
the Spirit by Reading, Hearing or Profelli::g the fame words 
of Chriſt, now written, or any other part of Scriptures ? 

Or, whether a Proud man hath received this Spirit, or a Lyar, 
or a Prophane perſon, or any Wiſeor Prudent man whatſoever, 
by any means or way of his? And whether any ſuch ever did, 
have, can, or may by any induſtry, or other way or means attain 
to this Spirit which leadeth in the true Worſhip of God, bur as 
it is freely given forth from God ? And then, whether all people 
are n2t to be led by that Spirit (which God freely giveth) into 
the Worihipof God ; becaule Chrilt ſaid, The Spzrit ſhould lead, 
which indeed dothlead into all Truth, and nothing elle doth ſo ? 
And they that have not received this from God to lead them, are 
not yet come to be led by that which the Sons and Children of 
God wereand are led by. 

And the Miniſtration of the Spirit, which all are now to be 
taught by, 1s inwardly to be known, in the molt nearelt, ſecret, 
inviſible manner, and is more out of the ſight, Comprehenſion 


and reach of mans Wiſdom, than any other Miniſtration , and 


it 
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itisgiven forth from the clear Fountain it ſelf, untothe Souls 
ſatistaCtion of man .,when he is come to the end of words; or ha- 
ving card much, orall the words that can be ſpoken of it, re- 
maincth unſatisfied, in a reltlels longing deiire to find, receive, 
fee] and enjoy the thing it ſelf, which the words declared of , 
a1.d ti at which fatisfieth the true thirſting Soul, comes clearly 
fiem Gcd to the refreſhing of the 1nward parts of man, and fil- 


ling of the empty, barren, hungry Spirit, which cannot be * 


{aui>. cd without Gods indewllings z and thus the Diſciples were 
led alorg, and at laſt, ina foolith way to the great Profeſſors, 
they waited among them in Ferſ«lem, and the Lord had regard 
unto them, and ſent his own Spirituntothem, and then they 
were hlled with the Holy Gholt. 

And the ſecret inviſible hand of God, whoſe Power was and 
is felt in my heart, having out of the light of tle(h and blood, in 


the hidden counſel of his ſecret Will, led me by the vertue of - 


the operation and drawings thereof, through thole things, 
which thereby I come toleave behind, and to receiye, ard feel 
that which row goeth betore,and is my Leader in whoſe Cove- 
nant of Life Etcrr al,my Soul is now ſatisfied ; and ſo by good ex- 
perience of the Lords leading, and from an experimental know- 
ledge ard ſenlil)le tecling, and preſent enjoyment of the incomes 
of the Spiritof Truth and Lite, which filleth the inward parts 
with the holineſs of it lelt, andgiveth power to do the things 
T<quired before of God, even trom the right and gocd under- 
landing thereof, 1s this written ; That where it meets with the 
Iike coudition in a wea: y Traveller, it may arſwer its own, and 
Le helpful tothe weak a1.d teeble, that ſuch may not give over 
prefling forwai ds, nor faint in their long Travail, though many 
Mountains on which they did nourtilh themſelves for a time, will 
not yield them Bread now; yet that they may with me, and the 
reſt of the Followers and Friends ot Chrilt (paſt ard pretent) 
alwaycsccntinue tollowing the Spiiit as it leads,until the inward 
man be filled therewith 3 and to power ard jtrength from God 
come to be known, and received in cycry particular. 

For thus it is with Chriſts Followers now, they are not fatiſ- 
fied until they are filled with that which they heard of, and their 
Souls thirſted after, and ſo it was with them then, and they 
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192 To the Sheep not bzonght home. 
were filled with what they wanted before; and then, from that 
which they were filled with, they ſpoke forth ; ar.d io they did 
teach the Nations, and brought People under-the Power of God, 
and baptized them into that, and dipt them into the Name of the 
Father, and brought them under that which ſaveth from Sin, and 
plunged them into the holy Spirit ; and as they taught they did this, « 

aptizing as they did teach, and plunging them (as their Do- 
Qtrine went forth) into that which wallcth and puriheth the 
Conſcience from the Filth and Guilt of Sin, of which the outward 
Baptiſm was a Figure of this which ſaveth ; and to ticir Vottrine 
was from an inward Lite, and proceeded from that which was 
inviſible, & ſo reached to that which want<d Life ir. the Hearers, 
and ſo brought up the Power of God over them, and tiiem under it, 
andinto it; tor theWord is [ /nto]] and they were to ling Pcople 
Into the Name, (not Water) and they were to bring, or baptize 
them Into the Name, as they did teach, Go ye and Teach, Bapti- 
zing Into; Baptizing is in the preſent Tenſe, when thiey did teach 5 
And ſo here the Spiritual & Inward Baptiſm goes aio g with the 
preaching of the Word of Life, which is inward, and brings man 
to an inward enjoyment of God, being baptized Into his Name, 
which is a grong Tower which preſerveth from the Power of 
the Devil : And weall who are brought into this, and are com 
in here, are all by one Spirit baptized into one Body, and to 
worſhip God in the Spirit, _— the Heart {ſprinkled from an 
evil Conſcience, by the walhing of Regeneration in the Miniſtra- 
tion of the Goſpel of Peace, whereby there is a drawing nigh to 
God, (being brought into his Name) and a free acceſs to the 
Throne of that Grace, which ſayeth from, and out of all filthi- 
nels of Fleſh and Spirit. 
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In the 5th Moneth, inthe Year 1 660. V.1F 
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The Prophet ſpeaking of the pouring forth of the Spirit 3n the Latter- 

days, laiths Nhat then the Young Men ſhall ſee V+ſ1ons, Joel 2.28. 
And the wiſe King ſaid, Where there i no Fiſion the People Pe- 
rſh, Prov. 29. 18. And the true Miniſter of Chriſtfaid, / wll. 


come to Viſions and Revelations of the Lord, 2 Cor. 12.1. 
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and thar exceeding hard, and the Vellels which went upon. 

them, ſothat I and others palled over her Waters without. 

the leaſt danger,& over the greateſt Vellels which had carried her. 
Merchandize ; for all was frozen with a mighty Freezing,where- 

by all her goodly Merchandize were ltopt, and her mighty ſwift: 
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194 The Uiſion of Humphry Smith 
Waters were turncd intoa migi:ty think frozen lce, which food 
{tiil, ſo that ter picaſant Streams ran not. 

And as for the City her icli, 2nd her Suburbs, ard all that be- 
longed to her, a Fire was kindled rherein, but the knew not how, 
evenin her goodly places, andthe kindling of it was in the Foun- 
Cations of her buildings, and there was none could quench it, net- 
ther was there any ables and the burning thereof was exceeding 
great, and it burncd inward ina hidden manner, which cannot 
be expreſſed; ard the Fire conſumed Foundations which the City 
ſtood upon, and the tall buildings fel), and it conſumed all the 
lofty things therein,and the hre ſearched out all the hidden places, 
ard burned molt in ſecret places, but the Conſumation was ex- 
ceeding great, wherewith it conſumed. | 

And as I pafled through her ſtreets,1 beheld her ſtate to be yery 
miſerable, and very few were thoſe that were left in her, who 
were but here and there one, and they fearcd not the Firc, ncither 
did the hurnings hurt them, but they were(and walked )as mourn- 
ful dejefted People, and the fire burned every where, ſo that tliere 
was no eſcaping of it ; And thus ſhe became a Deſolation, and 
as an Aſtoniſhment; for the burning was ſuffered of God for her 
chaſtizement, and could never be quenched nor overcome; and 
in the midſt of her Waters was the Veſſel of her Merchandize 
frozen up,that none could move it,and there were none that could 
ſtop the burning; and the Fire conſutned all things, both Stone 
and Timber, and it burned under all things, and undet all Foun- 
dations, and that which was lifted up above it fell down, and 
the Fire conſumed it, and the burning continued ; for though 
the Foundation was burnt up,and all the lofty part brought down 
(by the fire) yet there was much old ſtuff, and part of broken de- 
folate Walls and Buildings in the midſt, which the fire continued 
burning againſt; and that which was taken, asto make ule of, 
which yet eſcaped the fire, became uſeleſs in mans hand, as athing 
of nought. And the Viſion hereof remained in meas a thing 


that was ſecretly ſhewed me of the Lord. 
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"tk ; And now let her Wiſe men find out the matter, and her Prudent men 
PrO0h read,and her Dwvines( ſo called) interpret the Viſion ( and let her know, 
700 that ber day s at hand) and let every one of them lock to their own way?. 
And as for thee, O City of Londen, thy Sin hath been exceeding 

ZEIIEVOUS3 
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grievous, and thy Iniquities beyond meaſure; Who can number 
thy daily Tranſgrefſions, or let before thee the multitude of thy 
Abominations? Oh! thy wayes have grieved the Lord, and 
thy works have oppreſſed the Juſt, and the Lord will ſurely plead 
with thee, whom thou halt ay - rebelled againſt, and walked in 
thy Pride, and nouriſhed thy ſelf in Voluptuoulneſs, as a Baſt 
for the ſlaughter, and in Arrogancy hath thy fteps been found ; 
Oh! thy Heart hath been defiled, and thy wayes are wayes of 
Grievouſneſs, and thy paths are polluted before the Lord, and 
thou haſt not done the thing that is juſt in his ſight, but haſt choſen 
thy own Wayes, and truſted in thy own Wildom. 

Take heed now therefore, O City of London, for God will be 
too ſtrong for thee, and thy ſtrength ſhall fall before him, and 
' thon muſt come to an Account for thy Deeds, and then where 
will be thy Refuge, or what ſhail be thy Shelter ? Will thy Mul- 
titude of men deliver thee from God, or the Greatneſs of thy 
ſtrength prevail againſt the Almighty ? If ſo, then mayeſt thoy 
ſtand in thy Wayes, O City of Londen | but if not, thy Miſery 
will be great; and who ſhall bemoan thee in that day, or pity 
thee in the time of thy Diſtreſs ? Foralmuch as thou haſt refuſed 
the counlel of the Lord, and rejected the voice of his Servants 
inthe midſt of thee, and hearkened not to his Word in thy own 
Bowels, but alſo ſlighted the many V Varnings of the Lord by 
his Servants, who were ſent of him in lore to thee, that thou 
mighteſt come to ſerve him,and not thy own Plealure,proceedin 
on from Year to Year, like a monitrous Woman, who reps 
not the Voice nor Perſon of Husband norifriend: Oh! what 
fhall be (aid unto thee ? Muſt thou needs be lefs for Deſolation ? 
And nult then be Jeft as aWoman forſaken? Will thy Lovers help 
thee in the Day of Trouble ? or thy delightſom Pleaſures pre- 
ſerve thy Heart from Judgment; or thy glorious Riches hide thee 
from the burning Torments ? If thou lovelit thy Wages of V a- 
= more than God, and thy Hearts Juſt more than thy Maker, 
and wilt not turn ſpeedily from it to ſeck the Lord in thy Heart, 
then maylt thon poit on (as thou art going) haltily to the Par, 
and with much eagerneſs to the Gulf of Mitery, where none can 
help thee : And then will thy Feaſting be turned into Famine, 


thy Beauty into Duſt, thy Glory into Shame, and thy Honour 
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296 The Viſion of Humphry Smith 

1nto Contempt, as thou halt ſeen it come to paſs upon others, 
whoſe Glory and Strength was as great as thine, by whom thon 
haſt not taken warning by a thorow and ſpeedy returning unto 
the Lord with all thy Heart. 

Therefore wiil God ſearch thee and judge thee according to 
what is found in the midlt of thee, and thou shalt be awakened 
in the day of God's anger, and be ſentible of the Torment when 
it cometh : For though God hath allo tryed thee, with giving 
thee thy Hearts deſire, yet haſt thou not been thereby humbled ; 
and though the Lord hath viſited thee in loving-kindnels, yet haſt 
thou walked loftily; nay, moreover thou halt taken occaſion 
thereby to be the more exalted, ard art going in the Steps of 

' them that the Lord ſo lately (tor ſuch things) overturned be- 
fore thee, that it cannot yet be forgotten 3 And dolt thou or the 
Rules in thee think toeltabliſh your ſelves by acting ſuch things, 
for which God overtured many mightier then you ? Therefore, 
O City ! think not to eltabliſh thy ſelf by Blood, nor to be ſet- 
led by way of Revenge; for though ſome men may have done 
ſome things unjuſt againſt ſome of you, (and others) fo that 
God may jultly by you ſcourge them ſore for it; yet wherein you 
do it in the way of Revenge, or to Avenge your 9wn caulfe, or 
to ſet up your ſelves in Self-ends, like them before you, therein 
Gecd will alſo find out a Scourge for you. And this I have ſeen, 
that the Great men of the Earth ſtand in ſlippery places, and 
-—+#,oop ſtrength before the Lord is as Smoke before the 
Wind. 
My connſel is therefore, That thou fear the Lord, and turn from 
the Way thou art in, and let thy Judges know, that the Lord will 
judge them; andlet thy Rulers underſtand, that the Lord will 
rule over thejr Strengthand Wiſdom; and let thy Teachers per- 
ceive, that God is come to teach his own Children. And let 
the Kings Heart beupright before the Lord in this the day of his 
Tryal, and timeof Viſitation from God, (the jhorrneſs or length 
thereof being hid from him, over whom God ruleth as it pleaſeth him) 
who 1s cutting his Work $hort in Righteouſneſs : Therefore let 
all thy Inhabitants, © thou great City / from the higheſt to the 
lowelt, take good heed unto their Wayes, and the Intents which 


are in them, for the Lord ſeeth the Secrets of all your Hearts. : 
H.S 
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Nd that thou mayſt not altogether diſeſteem of this Viſion 
concerning thee, and that thy Wiſe men may noteſteem 
it as a thing of nought (which is publiſhed for thy good, and 
- brought forth tor thy Warning, and declared to ſet before thee 
thy ſtate at hand, that thou mighteſt be warned before-hand,and 
come to find fomething in thy telf, whereby thou mightſt ltand in 
the day of Tryal, and endure in the hour of Trouble, or other- 
wite Gods Seryants might ſeal up the V iſfions and Revelations of 
God in the Book of Secrets, and treaſure them in the enlightned 
Chambers of the Heart, where God is reycaling his Secrets to 
thoſe that fear him) Therefore $shall I write what hath been for- 
merly shewed, moſt whereof being come to pals, and the reſt 
halteneth. 

In my former Viſion, in the dayesof the former Rulers, 1 ſaw 
ona Hill many Trees together ſtanding, which were both great 
and tall, but they were very old, and of a long ſtanding, and 
many of their lofty Boughs were broken and battered, and many 
hanged downward, which prefled down the Trees, and they 
were old, withering and decaying, and had not grown a long 
time, and were but as a Wonder to the Beholders, though they 
had been of great account, and the chief Trees among (or over ) 
thereſt; and it was ſo, that I beheld them much even with ad- 
miration, to fee ſuch Trees in ſuch a ſtate, which was more to 
this purpoſe than is here expreſt; and I beheld until ail theſe 


Trees were rooted up out of the Earth, and ſo overturncd every - 


one, and their dead Bodies lay in a confuied manner, and were 
fallen one upon another, and the Ground upon which they ſtood 
was broken up, and then there was ſome room and liberty, and 
Light came in, and I walked and looked every way, both upon 
the Light, and the great Dclolation of theſe great Ones. The 
Interpretation whereof may be read by ſuch as can but ſee. | 
And though this great overturning betell thoſe great, talland 
ſtrong Trees, and that light came into that Ground, over which 
thoſe truitleſs Trees ſtood, yet 1 beheld round about, and near 


unto it much Briars, Brambles and Thorns in abundance, which 


covered the Earth ; and it was {uch Rubbijh, that it was never 
like 
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198 The Uiſion of Dumphry Smit 

like to be fit for any thing but to have a Fire kindled among it; 
and it was fo thick and fo ſtrong that there was no pulling in nor 
through it, but only where the narrow Way was, and there 
allo thoſe Briars would catch on every lide; and he that palled 


' through muſt ſroop very low. And what thoſe Briars and Thorns 


were, let thoſe Brambles read, who covered the Earth with their Mul- 
titndes, in Raging, Swearmg, Curſing, Shoutinz, Roaring and 
Drinking the Health (as they call tt) of their Kinz at his coming. 
And near unto the place of the DeſtruRtion of thoſe great 
Trees, was there a Child in great D-tolation, in a clole place, 
where it had been along time, and was not like yet to be relea- 
ied, but remained in want and miſery, which mine Eye pitied, 
and in lrons, and my Heart was ſadned for it, and the more be- 


.cauſe none came to vilit it, nor ſuccour it; for it was in a delo- 


Jate place, and unſeemly, and few had regard unto it, and yet 
there was fome hopes it might be delivered. And this was a trus 
reſembl ance of theftate of the Seed of God in all the World. 

And in-plainneſs concerning Oltwer Cromwell, and his Son Re- 
chzrd, (latecalled) Protefors, the V tion from God was thewed 
to me, (before the downfall of either of them) thus - 

And l[ beheld a great and mighty Tree, much bigger than ever 
I ſaw before, and appearing without Sap or Virtue in it,or Leaf, 
Bough or Branch upon it, (much leſs Fruit) and ghe top of it 
was broad, (being all big) much like unto the top of Pals 
Steeple in Londen; and cloſe by this great old Tree, grew up 
another Tree, as nt of his Root, and belonged to him, bur not 
both in one Body, though very near together, and ſto9d both 
upon one Foundation, and this was as a little {tripl:ing Tree, 


which alſo was without Leaves or Branches, or any tning to 


bear Fruit, ſo that I admired to ſee it {o with the young Tree 
for I looked for Branches or Leaves, but there were none. 

And whilſt 1 was beholding of them, a Man being ſent came 
in much haſte, withan Ax in his hand, to cut down the great 
mighty old Tree, which ſeemed ſtrange to me, that one man 
thould adventure upon ſo greara work, to cut down ſucha Iree 
as that; for the lower part of the Tree was excecding big, and 
almolt as bro2d upon the Earth as half the height; fo that I 


thought h2 had need of three or more to help him, and that one 
| | man 
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i-arce cut him down with one Ax, if he ſtood hewing 


ail his .,jictime: But I much more admired to fee the Conh- 
dence + tne man that came with ſpeed with his Ax, who made 


no {2 a! 2 becauſe of the greatneſs of him, nor any thinf 
e1/t, wt as foon as ever he could get to him ſmote with the edge 
of 1:2: Ax, and ſtruck between the Ground and the Tree, ſq that 
I !..11 perceived he intended to ſeparate between the Trevand 
t.c i:70und on which he ſtood ; and the man in the might of his 
{cc »th ttrnck but three Blows in ail» but he ſeparated the Tree 
from che Earth on which he ſtood, and immediately the Tres 
fe!! with a mighty overthrow, and the Foundation of the Tree 
was altogether rotten, and not one Root atall, but where the 
Root ihould be was Rottenneſs, and the Earth thook art his fall, 
and many GreSt men ſtood amazed, and fear ſeized on many, 
becauie of the great ſudden fall thereof. 

Ard as this great Tree feil, 1 ſaw under the Foundation of the 
young tall Tree that ſtocd near the other, and it was much like 
to fall preſently after, and was almoſt down on the one hand, 
and then almoſt down on the other, and yet it recovered and 
ſtood up for a time, having no Root but Rottennels : And the 
great Tree fell from him on the one ſide, and the Earth parted 
trom him on two ſides more, fo that only upon one fide in four 
(or leſs) the Earth cleaved to him, and he being ſlender and tall 
without Root, was not like long thus to ſtand ; neither did Richard. 

AndI1 likewite beheld many more fmaller Trees, and the man 


with his Ax in his Hand cut them all down at the Butt, ſomewhat 


above the Ground, and fo left the Stumps in the Earth, and 
therefore it might be poſlible for them to grow up again: 4s 
fome did come up again who were put down, but fell the ſecond time 
threngh Diſobedience. 

And after all this I beheld alſa many more Trees in abundance, 
yea, more numerous then the other, coming up out of the Earth, 
and covering the face thereof, and growing up apace, which 
were not yet ready to be cut down ; and I ſaw the man with the 
Ax in his hand, ſtanding ſtill for a time (having cut all the other) 
until thoſe ſhould be ready to be cut down ; and he waited till 
the time came, and was in a readinels with his Ax in his hand 


ready to ſtrike, when thoſe abundance of Trees [ſhould come up 
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200 To the Jnhabitants of LONDON, 


tatheir growth, which. haſtened. And let thoſe who are now 
come up read this, and let the whole City of London take heed (as 
I ſaid before) and Repent with ſpeed, and turn to the Lord, 
whoſe Servant I am, called 


Humphry Smith. 


_— 


Poſtſcript. 


WV Hen thoſe People to whom God gave his Ordinances and 
his Statutes had long reliſted and grieved his Spirit in 
them, who ſaid, [am God, and not man, the holy One in the midſt of 
thee, and had allo refuſed plain In(tructions ; then the Lord ſent 
them the Prophet 1ſaiah, who ſaid, With ſtammering Tongues 
and other Lips will-T ſpeak, wito this People ;. and for a Sign he was 
ſent to walk, Naked ameng them. And- the Prophet Ezekiel was 
ſent with that which they might eſteem dark Y:ſrons and fooliſh 
Signs (which were many) and hard Sayings. And Feremiah he 
lamented over them; and all the Lords Prophets proclaimed 
2gainſt their Prieſts and Leaders of them, who cauſed them to Err ; 
and yet would they not be warned, nor their Przeſts leave preach- 
ing Peace unto them, nor they leave following their Prieſts until 
they had crucified the Jult, and denyed him that is the Light, who 
ſaveth his People from their Sins; and Feruſalem became a Heap, 
and a Deſolation, and an Aſtoniſhment; and ſo both Prieſts and 
People went into Deſtruction and Captivity together. And thy 
Sins, O Londen! may be equalized with hers, and are as many, 
and as grievous; and that thou mayſt alittle the- better under- 
ſtand my Viſion concerning thee, therefore have I written theſe 
latter things that concerned others, which if thou underltand not, 
that which concerns thee is more Mylterious. 


T'ot 
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To the great Flock of the Im- 
priſoned Servants of GOD 
| Almighty. 


TT Lord is become our Portion, and the God of Faceb 
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the Lot of our Inheritance, even the God of the whole 

Earth, whoſe Throne is in the Heavens,& his Dwelling 
in the Hearts of the Humble, before whom the leaſt Lamb of his 
Fold is more delightſom than the beautifulſt Flower of the Graſs 
of the Field, and of .more value than the Fowls of the Air, or 
many Sparrows, which are according to his Providence z- the 
Myſtery of whoſe Will lodgeth: in the. ſecret Chambers of his 
Wiſdom, whoſe Wayes are unſearchable, and his goings in the 
deep; none can fathom the unſearchable Fountain of his Good- 
nels, nor find out the utmoſt of the Intents of his Heart, but as 
Love ſprings up with healing Oyl, diſcovering a meaſure of the 
Motions of his Spirit, whereby oeetheages bis Mind is known,, 
who inhabiteth Eternity, and is dreadful in Holineſs, ſevere in: 
his Judgments;clear in his Love,free in his Mercy,bountiful in his 
Goodneſs, large in his fatherly loving Kindneſs, wonderful in 
his Operation, pitiful to the Meek, gentle to the Upright in. 
Heart, rewarding the greatelt of his Adverſaries according to 
the fruit of their own Ways, and altogether Righteous in all his 
Doings, from whom the Upright may certainly expect a plenti-- 
ful Reward, and all his Servants the Wages of Righteouſneſs, 
and every one of the leaſt of his Children a certain Inheritance 
with the ſanCtified in the Kingdom that fadeth not away. 

Even this is the Lord our Righteouſneſs, whom the World 
knoweth not, who alſo appeared unto them, who were truly 
our Fathers in the dayes of old, who is the ſame both in Wiſdom, 
Strength and Power as ever he was,and it is he that found us in the 


waſte bowlivg Wilderneſs, and Eg toand fro with the unſet- 
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led Waves, on which the Whore fate, that brought into Drunk- 
enne(s, and with his holy Armdid he bring us out of the Miery 
Clay, and my Soul from under the deep Waters, and let our feet 
upon the certain Rock of Ages, that Men, Laws nor Decrezs 
can never remove, and he hath been unto usa Shield, and will 
certainly be an exceeding great Reward, ora Reward that ihall 
exce<d and ſurmount all the contrary : What [hall I ſay ? what 
he will be unto the faithful can never be uttered, what he hath 
been in his Power, Wiſdom and Love to us, we have [een, and 
what he 1s, let all my Brethren feel, and this we are moit allured- 
ly aflured of, that he is become ours, yea, even our own, and we 
; have apart in him that is true, our Covenant with him itands in 
the Power of his Life, which is endleſs, and he hath bought us 
with the price of that which puts away the Sin; and certainly l 
cannot but glorifie him even in the Body, Soul and Spirit, and 
no other Lover doth my Soul defire, nor a better Shepherd can 
Iſrael ever find, nor a more wiſe, ftronger and tender Father can 
Children ever have, nay, he himſelf (as 1 have faid) is become 
the Lord or Righteouſneſs, and the portion of our Cup, in which 
Salvation itanderh, of which we daily drink, and know it to be 
the mY of bleſſing, and can truly ſay, our lot is fallen in a good 
round, 
_ I can truly ſay, my Soul cleaveth unto the Lord, who bringeth 
Deliverance, and hitherto the Lord hath hetped ns, and hath 
done greater things than could have been by man expeted ; and 
what, now though there be a Sza topaſs throngh, and Floods of 
ungodly men to get beyond, ſhall we therefore be 47 rg 2 
or {hall we murmur becauſe of the tength of time, or be difcon- 
tented when the Lord brings his People into Tryats, for a two 
fold end or purpoſe, as in himſelf, that is to ſay, For the proviny 
and humbling of his People, that he may do them good, or much more 
good than br kth done at their latter end; And for the drawing ferth 
of the Cruelty and Tyranny of his Enennes to the utmoſt, which w 15 1 
them beforc, or grounded in their Hearts, that their Sin being finiſh:d, 
he might deſtroy them forever, and overturn them, ſo that they never 
riſe again? Or ſhall we be unſatisfied becauſe the People of the 
Land of Darkneſs do hut 11s up 01t fron amongit them, by rea- 
ſon of the dread and trouble that is upon them ? Or ſhall we = 
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be contented if the Lord ſhould ſuffer us to be deprived of all 
things but himſelf, that we might have none other thing to have 
unity with, but only him alone ? ſurely this would be his Love, 
and great would be the Unity between ſuch and him! What if 
we went out as Faceb did, and left all behind us, even Goods, 
and Lands, and Fathers Houſe, as did our Father Abraham ? And 
what if there ſhonld be a Purſuer, like Saul after David, yet we 
know the Dominion belongs to the faithful Seed, thongh in ma- 
ny Tribulations, even to us the ſeed of Abraham, according to 
the Promiſe, whoſe ſeed was led out of the place of Bondage, as 
it is this day ? And what if we had none but him, even the Lord 
our God, totake care for our Bodies (who cauſeth the Rayment 
not to wax old, and the Widdows Oyl to encreafe, and gave 
Bread from Heaven inthe needful time,) yet ſhould it go well 
withus; and though we had none other to truſt unto, then he 
who delivered his People after the Decree was ſealed for their 
DeſtruCtion in the days of Aordecai (who could not bow, though 
the King had commandcd it) yet ſhould we not be diſcouraged ; 
and though we had none other to cry in ſecret unto, but him that 
preſerved Damel in praying to his God (though his Life thereby 
was in great Jeapordy, and the Decrecof the King broken) yet 
might we have quietneſs and peace ; yea,much better it is to enjoy 
the Lord, than life it ſelf, and the lowlinels of his Conntenance, 
than earthly Treaſure : Nay, truly let them take what they are 
for, and their Minds in, ſo we may bnt enjoy the Treaſures of 
Life Immortal, and the Crown of Everlaſting Peace, which fa- 
deth not away. 

Dear Friends amd Lambs of the Morning, and Flock, of the Fold 
Ff God, in the ſuffering ſtate, through which the Everlaſting Life 
doth ſpring, when 1 am declaring of the unutterable Goodneſs 
and tranſcendent infinite Loving-kindneſs, of the Lord, I am 
ſometimes rather willing to be ſwallowed up in that infiniteneſs 
of it ſelf, than to be declaring of that which in it ſelf can never 
be uttered(as it is)and when l enter into the Chambers of ſecrecy, 
where the hidden Wiſdom 1s treaſured up,l have been even ready 
to ſhut up all the outgoings, and todwell in the inward Chambers 
of the ſecret Cloſets, where the ynutterable Treaſures are trea- 


ſurcd vp abundantly forever, and even ſay in my Heart unto the 
D d 2 | yet 
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yet ſcattered Ones, Oh! that ye would come and ſee my Dweling, 
and find ous my Refting-place, and abiac w the beautiful Hubitation, 
and rejt m the munition of Recks: Ob! that ye would come and drink, © 
of che everl.:ſtin, Streams, and be ſati:fied with the Springs of Virtue, 
that your Boncs nu; ht be full of arrow, and the inſide of your dwel- 
lings beautiful, ſo jhall the Lord delight in you forever ,, and though 
the World bate, yet be wilt love, and thou Ridations may deny, yet 
be will onn, though Riches may takg themſclv.s Wings, yet he will never 
forſuke ; nay, though mortal Parents 1, ht Cuſt off, yet then the Lord 
will not caſt iff, but recerve;, and thong LVES 07 Huſbands may break 
their Promiſe, and ſo be without natural jj etlion, yet the Lord mill 
wever break, his Covenant with hu People, jor that ſhall laſt for ever- 
more , and though Children might to fk; their Parents, the Lord mill 
be more unto them thau tcn Sons. SOL Lay again, werel in one 
day bereaved of all, and ſeperated from my Fathers Children, 
which of alloutward things are moſt dear unto me, yet enjoying 
the Lord, a: d his Preſence being with me, in whoſe Covenant [ 
am with all the flock of God, in the inviſible Lite, to ſhouid it be 
well with me, and ſo may it be well wit all you, as ye arc faithful 
to God in the ſuffering ſtate, and 1oenjoy his Preſence ; thus al- 
ſo with you for evermore may it go well. 

Shall I now therefore return io Exhortation and Admonition, 
with delires of tender Love towards you, that you all in patience 
may ſtand and look to the Lord, whom we have, and have none 
other in Heaven to hear our Cry, nor in Earth that truly com- 
milerateth our Cauſe, nor hath Power like him to help. Dear 
Friends, he knoweth our Intents, and ſeeth how itis with vs; he 
hath given to many of'us an heart to tay, Lord, if thou ſhouldſt ſuf- 
fer us toperiſh, we will not leave thee 5) and whatever become of ws, we 
dare not deny thee before men \, for thou h.iſt called us, and we are thine, 
even thine own, whom thou haſt choſen *  |.ct your dehires be forever 
thus untothe Lord, ard wait upon kim continually, and let your 
Eyes be more upon the Lord than upon thoſe things which in this 
day of Tryal are ſuffered to come topals by him, which he can 
alſo turn for his own Glory, and your Everlaſting Comtort. 

And Freends, this know, that as your Minds are upon, and 
much caring how to preſerve the temporal things, the weight of 
them will lic upon you, and ſtop the Springs of better I _ 

| ut 


© 
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but as your Minds are towards the Lord, a great eaſe and fatil- 
faQtion will be come unto you. And Freends, Murmur not that 
this day is come, for it may be there was need of it, even amongit 
us,and it may be ye are more yet to be redeemed out of theearthly 
part and tran{itory things, and queſtion not but this will be for 
good; and as for Tryals. ſince this cloud was up, | have even 
drunk deepwith youof the inward ſufferings, yea, more than 
is convenient to mention, but the Lord hath kept niy feet up- 
on the Rock, and with all the Upright I ſing Praiſes to his 
Naine. 


And now be tender one to another, you may read the Figure, 


God is bringing you near together, and e£gypt is thruſting you 
out, by reaſon of the Torment that is upon them, and a Land of 
Reſt is before you, and from the preſence of the Lord they can- 
not Banith us, nay, nor what they would neither, for God is 
on our 1ide, though they have yet {om<thing more to do; and 
when every mans Work is. over, he ſhall certainly receive his 
Reward from God, either good orevil ; and then, as the Apo- 
ſe ſaith of the Wicked, They ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 
Deſtruttion from the Preſence w/ the Lord, and from the Glory of hus 
Preſcnce, 2 Thel. 1.6, 7, 8, 9. 

But Friends, it is ſafe for you 3ll to dwell in your own Tents, 
and mind the Lord, and let your love be towards him above all 
things, and in all things that you do, wait to feel his Counſel 
and Guidance, and trult him forever, for great is the work of 
the Lord, yea, | haveeven looked for this day, that the Cry of 
the innocent may reach unto Heaven, and (as I have ſaid) the 
found thereof reach over Exrope, that Kings may come t9be 
crowned with Honour, and Judges decree Righteouſneſs, and 
true Judgment may ſtream forth as Water, and Rightcouſneſs as 
a liv ng i{tream, that Thouſands, and Thouſands of Thouſands 
may flock to our Fold as Doves to the Windows;that the Nations 
of men may bow under the Scepter of Righteouſneſs, and the 
Powers of Darkneſs ſhut vp forever : Behold, O Fricnds ! yea, 
ſtand ſtill and ſee the fall of Babel,the Deitruftion of the Whore, 
and the Torment of the Beaſt ; tor though Hell hath enlarged her 
ſelf, yet this we know, the Lo:d liveth, who ſcatters the Powers 
of Darkneſs: Oh! what more ſhall I fay ? who comes to the 
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206 'To the impuiſoned flock of God, 
dwelling-place of its unutterable Power, may fccl the unſearch- 
"able things of God. "TS 
Ard Friends, let not the Enemy prevail through Unbclict, 

for there 1/rael fell in the days of old; and there is no greater 
danger than that of Unbelief : But contider, that you have ſome. 
thing ſtill to reſiſt, and ſeldom ever more than now ; and you 
have a ſpiritual Enemy to war with, which tlyes not but as he is 
reſiſted ; and in the time of your weakneſs and inward trouble 
is his time to prevail, 1f ever; and if thou canſt itand then, full 
ealie mayſt thou walk, when Refreihings come, and with delight- 
ſomneſs maylt thou perſevere, when the Cloud isvver cod this 
know, that a Storm laſteth but for a time, and Winter is but for 
a ſeaſon, and the Night remains nctalways; nay, the four hun- 
dred and thirty years had an end, and the Boundsof the Seas are 
{et, and happy 1s he that always looketh unto him that ruleth over 
them; for though (when the Waves ſwelled ) even the Diſciples 
were ready to think he cared nor if they periſhed, yet he intended ' 
better things for them ; and when for the Life's ſake they cryed 
unto him, he ſoon and exlily abated the Rage both of Wind and 
Sea, and then the ſweetneſs of a Calm is prized. Dear Friends, 
I need not open the Parable unto you, but even rathor ſay, The 
Lord be with you, even every one of you beyond all that | can 
write, and the Lord ſtrengthen you, and keep you ſtedfaſt in the 
Faith, and refreſh yonr Souls, and miniſter more {trength, virtue 
and comfort unto you all every where for eyermore, Amen. 


This is ehiefly imtended for all the impriſoned Servants of God, and 
them yet at liberty, and to be read among them with a good Vnder- 


Banding, mn that which gives it diſtinitly inthe fear of Ged. 
Humpntery Smi h. 
Chalfont in Fre 11 None : 


the 13thof the 11th Mon. 
1660, | | 
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ToN w- Englands pretended 
CHRISTIANS 

Whoc nirAry to Chriſt have deſtroyed 


the Lives of men. 


—_— 


—_— 


Having ſen ſomething of yours, called by you an Appendix, where 
by v0u would juſtific your ſelves in Whipping, Imprifoning, Ba= 
11i:irg, Kiting, and making Spoil of whole Families ; / being 
we.ch of Body, and in Bed, the ſtrength of the Lord aroſe in me, 
fr 0:4 the which was given forth that which followeth : 


ycver beable to reſiſt, from the which you ſhall never be 

lc to fly; neither ſball your Coverings defend you,but 
God w'' vi' tin ſecret, and the Almighty will rain Snares upon 
you; 2d all your ſtrong holds in one day (and that ſuddatnly, 
in a moment) will the Lord God ſcatter and confound, with 
all your ſtrong Reaſons, and your Weapons which you have 
gathered together againſt the inviſible God and his Ser- 
vants, like your Fathers in the dayes of Old (Iſa. 41. 21.) theſe 
with all your Weapons of War, againft the Lamb and the ſut- 
fering ſecd, ſhail be broken in the nndſt of you, and Death will o- 
vertake you, and Gods Righteous Judgments wilt enter within 
your dwellings, anda day of blackneſs from the Throne of Gcd 
will come upon you,and his Anger with Bitterneſs will be pour» 
ed forth upon you,as a mighty Storm, which cometh on a ſnddain, 
and as a Whirlwind whizh none can [top,and as the mighty un- 
merciful raging Waves of the Seca, which none is able to reſiſt ; 
even ſo ſhall the day of your Calamity come,which is haſtning, as 
the lighting, whoſe breaking forth,all your fleſhly Waidom thall 
xever be able to hinder, Rs Behold 1 


'T He Lord God will anſwer you with that which you ſhall 
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Behold ! I have hearda Voice of Terror from the Lord againſt 
your Unrighteous Proceedings, and the day of Gods Vengeance 
Is in his heart ; and who ſhould ſtand to plead with him ? Be- 
told ! ye Thorns, the Lord our God 1s a conſuming fire, and be- 
fore him you cannot ſtand, for your Sins have reached np to 
Heaven, andyour miguiries are come before the moſt High, and 
your gricyons blood-thirity actions are i{pread over Nations, and 
Gods witneſs in thoulands (whoare not of us, but rather ycx 
azainſt us) do riſe up in their hearts againſt you ; and when you 
are awakned,you will be filled with Angwſh,and a Cup of Aſton;ſh- 
ment from the Righteous God of Truth, will be poured forth 
nnto you z and as lure as you have thirſted after, and drunk deep 
of the Bliodef Gods choſen, (though deſpited of men) fo cer- 
Lain ſhalt you have Blood to drink 3 and Trembling, Horror & A- 
w4cmenrwill moſt abſolutely come in that day,w hich approach- 
«th as a Thief in the Night, and then ſhall your Bowels be rip- 
ped open, and your inſide Coverings broken,aftd then ſhall your 
Hearts be rent with Perplexity, and Amazement ſhall come over 
you asa Cloud of the Night, and the hand of the Almighty will 
tnd out your ſecret lurking places, and then ſhall ye know, that 
the Lord our God doth and will plead the Cauſe of his People, 
and avenge himielf on his and their Enemies ;' and then ſhall ye 
know, that ye have riſen up againſt the Lamb, who is ſomes» 
times ſilent from pleading his own cauſe, who though dumb as 
toauſwer the mighty Ones of the Earth, yet faithful in ſuffer. 
ing, according to the will of him who ruleth over all; and 
then ſhall ye know, that though no anſwer at all were written 
unto your dark pretended Coverings, yet ſhall you then feel an 
an{wer near unto you, and the ſound of Gods Terrible Voice 
ſhall be heard in the midit of you ; and form the dreadful Noiſe 
of his War, ſhall you never be able to cover your ſelves with all 
your Writings, Printings nor Declarations, though never ſo 
{trong from the prudency of the Earth,for God hath caſt all that 
behind his back ; and in the day at hand,ſhall you moſt abſolutely 
come to know it {o to be. | 

For behold, my heart is indeed rent, and God hath opened 
nit the ſecret Counſel of his Will, and his Purpoſe concer- 
.ving you, whoſe Decree ſhall never be changed, which is ſealed 

again 
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againit rhe evil Cour © And | -_ qr Evil-doer, 
who have done worſe 0.0 yt r {17s 
2 Reproech amo; 4328 240 hw gy. WWE a. 16-1 | 
Pl: * O borrible "Hitches Critdly od Aleroil j; ly: wy ATTIC 
iS tO00d in the gidlut of you ! Is this the fruit of your Protethi- 


on? Andizauihe Spirit of Truth led you todo thele things ? 
Io rot cvcuthe Nations ſtard and look at yon? And do ret the 
{pri- tin Heart mourn 1n ſecrct becauſe of your Sins ? Ah! 
110 could have believed that you would have done ſuch things ! 
And do you think now to ſtop the Mouthes of People by publith- 


ing your ſtrong Reaſons ? Nay, this is plain in my heart, that 


all whatſoever you Print, Publiſh or Declare, ſhall never give 
ſatisfaction to the meck juſt Principle of God, which remains in 
the Spirits of many Thouſand Thouſfar.es in the Nations rourd 
about you : Andit your called 4» Appendix, with the reſt of 
your Writings, were never an{werecd by us, ard if we therein 
ſhould lay our mouthes in the duſt forever ; yet this we know, 
that the holy One of 1/rae!, the Righteous God: of Truth will 
plead onr cauſe, and execute Judgment in his fury, and avenge 
the Blood of his Saints, and'help the man of low degree againſt 
'bim who is too ſtrong for him; and tothe Lord God of Righ- 
tcouſneſs we commit our Caule, and the Innocency of our dear 
Brethren, and in Gods bleſſed will I reſt, and am ſatisfied in 
reſpect of his love unto his Jewels, though but as Fools to the 
World, and in reſpect of his anſwering of you acording to 
the fruit of your own wayes. 

And behold ! ye Children of men,I cannot but proceed to de- 
elare unto you the Day which is near at hand, and warn you all 
to ſtrip your ſelves from your coverings, and fit down, ye Peo- 
ple, in Duſt and Aſhes, and confeſs your Iniquities in ſecret un- 
to the Lord,bfore it be to late ; for great is the Wo which is co- 
ming upon you ; and that which I have heard concerning you, is 
none other then a Yoice of Terror : O the Trouble, Diſtreſs and 
Calamity that ſoundeth in my heart concerning you ! and from 
the Lord God will it be poured forth, and exceeding deep fhall 
you drink thereof; and this ſhall you know to be truez. when the 
Whirlwind cometh from far, and the fladows: of the Night 
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210 To New-Englanvs pretended ChriZtans, 
draw near,when no hiding place will bc found tor the Hypocrite, 
neither a retuge for the Evil-doer. 

And then, as ye have not ip1-cd the deſpiſed of the World, 
{o will the Lord cait upon you, and not tpare. O the Brrterneſs 
and Unutterable Torments which will then come ! but who a- 
mong{t you will >clieve tneſe things, and who can entertain the 
Couniel of the Lord 2 And are not yoar hearts yet hardened 
a2ainit Reproot s Aad are you not to »e reproved tor your Envy 
againit god People? Nay moreover, are you not ſometimes 
already rpproved by kim, who izeti in fecret, and who ſearch- 
«th the Intents of the Heart, and maketh manitett unto man the 
Wicked Enterpriſes thereof, and o7crturneth the Countels of 
the Wicked, but rememHreth the Cautie of the Needy, and 
plead<ch the Innocency of the Upright, in whoſe ſight the Death 
of tiie Saints is precious, and who pleadeth their Cauſe in the 
day ot Trouble, and will moſt certainly confound his Adverſa- 
Tics, and ſcatter his Enemies as {moke is ſcattered with a migh- 
ty 'Vhirlwind ; and in that day, where then will your place bg 
found ? 

Anda ſeed there is which God willdeliver from your hands, 
and preſerve from the Blood-thirſty men, which ſhall grow upin 
the midit of you as a Lilly among Thorns, and Gods bleſling 
thall be upon them, with whom my Life is : And as the latter 
gleaning in the time of Harveſt, ſo hall the gathering of Gods 
Heritage be. And what you have done, will he for the advan- 
tage of the ſuffering Seed, and for the Glory of God, and much 
for your diſadvantage and cternal Shame, and endlets Miſery, if 
you repent not. And this you men of {in ſhould know, that inaſ- 
much as you have taken away the Life of Gods Creatures; and 
moreover, Unjultly by an Unrighteous Law deſtraycd the Lives 


of his Servants, therein may all men ſee, that you are contrary 


to Chriſt, and led by a Spirit oppolite to him, who came not to de- 
ftroy mens Lives, but to ſave them. 

And what is here written need not hinder the moving of God 
in any of my Bretheren, his ſervants, in giving forth a more 
large Anſwer, according to the particulars written in your cal- 


led Appendix, or to any other of your writings, the which you 
may 


/ 


The Lamb and his Day p2ociaimed, "I'S 
may alſo expect ; only this was in my heart, in which T have diſ- 
charged my Conſcience; and ſo herein give forth my Mite a- 
amonegſt the reſt of my Brethren, by way of Declaration, and 


that from God. | 
And by this it is my Souls deſire, your hcarts may be humbled, 


and truly rent,and broken for your own Iniquiries,and that with 
ſpeed, or otherwiſe Gods dreadful hand you cannot eſcape, 


And this is in faithfulneſs to God, and love to your ſouls, from a 
Friend thereof, called 
tlumphry Smith. 


The 14 th of the firſt Moneth, 
in the Year 1660. $ 


The Lamb & his Day 
PROCLAIMED. 


T He Kingdom of God is at hand, which comes not with 


Obſervation 3 Salvation is near unto all that will re- 

ceive it Redemption is coming in a time unexpected, 
and Deliverance in a way not known; as a Thief in the dark is 
#he Heir come, whoſe Light out of Darkneſs is ſhining, and that 
which shineth out of Darknefs, 1s it alone that giveth the know- 
ledzc of God, whom to know is Life eternal; and the bright- 
neſs of the Day of Gods ſpringing forth of Darkreſs, as the 


Morning-Sun after the Darkneſs of the Night; and glorious is 


this Day of the Revelation of God, to all them that have waited 
for his c:ning,who in the Life of his Power, throngh the Obcdi- 
ence in his [.ove, come to rejoyce in his Dominion, over all the 
Powers of Darkneſs forever, and ſound forth the dreadiul Day 
of his Power unto all the Inhabitants of the Farth, from the 


which Chriſt the Saviour comes to take Peace, and to bring the 
-KEC2 | Sword 
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212 The Lamb andhis Day p2eclaimcd, 


S.vord of Gods Judgments into the Bowels of all the Earthly 
Minded, and in him that judgeththe ſecrets of all mens Hearts, 
do his Followers rejoyce, and proclaim him unto you all, that 
m2kesan end of Sin, who of the Father of Love and Mercy is 
tendered unto-all that will receive him,that in him who condemns 
tac Evildeeds, and fin in the fleſh, Salvation might be attained 
unto, who now comes unto his orzrn, of whom many receive 
umnct; for heis come to judge the World, whom God ſo 
loved, that Ike gave his Son the Light of the World, that who- 
{locver belicve in him (by whom the ſecrets of all hearts are, and 
ſhall be judged) may be {aved from Wrath to come, and find a 
ture hiding place, when the wicked thall be cut oif the Earth. 
And now, who will reccive the Lamb, in whoſe Mouth there 1s 
no Guile? Whoamong the Sons of men will reccive hiimthat 
hath becn ſlain from the Foundation of the World 7 Who wil 
receive him that is the Gift of God, which is Perfect ? Who 
will receive him that isa man of Sorrows, whole beauty 1s hid 
from the prudent of the Earth ? Who will receive him, that 
the Prieſts cry out againſt and the Rulers ſay, Away with him 
from the Erth? Who will comeuntothe waters of Life and re- 
turn untothe Fountain of living Mercies, that in his Belly the 
ſprings of Life may be felt? Whocan endure to follow him to 
end of World, whoſe Kingdom is not of this World, and who 
receiveth not honour of men? Whocan hear, receive and-keep 
the hard ſayings, and drink his Blood that cleanſeth from all 
fin? Whots willing to receive him thatisthe ReſurreCtion,and 
the Life, whole Preſence troubled and terrified his ownDifciples, 
{o that their Hearts burned within them? VVhowill lay down 
their Crowns at the foot of him that is the Light,and mourn over 
him that is ſlain, whom they have pierced,and through Patience, 
Long-luffering and Obedience, follow the one Shepherd jn the 
Repgencration ? even unto them 1s the V Vord of Conſolation 
{ent. 
Therefore be ye awakned, O all ye Rulers and People! let 
not your Hecartsbe hardned azainit Gods V Vitnels in you, nei- 
ther itop your Ears,nor clole your Eycs; for of a Truth the Lord 
1s at hand, ai.d is come to try you, with his Loving-kindneſs,and 
with his Judgments! His flock deſpiſed of men, hath he ſent 
. in 


'The Lemb and lis Day pzoclatimed, 213 
in the meekneſs of his love, to preach the innocent Life of his 
Son among, you, in Meekneſs, Patience, Sufferings and 1 ribu- 
lations, who being reviled, revileth not again, but in patience: 
enduring long Impriſonment, yea, V Vant and Sicknels there, 
and Abules, cruel Mockings, Stonings in the {treet daily, and 
Revilings by ungodly Perlons, whole Cruelty is encrealed and 
their Sins multiplied, cncrealing to the day of Judgment, and 
Righteous Revelation of Gods wrath upon all Unrighteoutneſs 
of men, who hold his Truth in that which is not his Righteouſ- 
neſs, which is now brought near unto all that fear, betore hing 
in Uprightneſs of Heart, that Truth in the inward parts they 
might come to know, and in it V Vorthipthe God of the Spirits 
of all fleſh. 

And all you Pcople that are meek and tender, who have been 
taught by the Prieſts, and not by the Lord, whole Mercy to the 
hunible abideth forever, the Lord God Almighty hath fo loved 

ou, that he hath provided a better Teacher for you, which 

all not be removed, and a Prieſt that abideth forever, and a 
Biſhop for your Souls; and behold,he is no leſs then a Keng,yea, 
he ruleth over Kings, and help is laid upon him whois mighty, 
and he isable to ſave, and he 1s fo willing todo it, that he hath 
Jaid down his Life for that end, and he ſtandeth at the Door and 
knocks, and hethat knocks is called the Word, and the Word is 
as a hammer, and the Word is in the Heart, where Chriſt is to 
be received, aid where this knocks for entrance, and it knocks 
againitiin, andin him is no fin, and he cometh ro fave you from 
ſin, ard to lead youthe way to the Father; and without Money 
doth he ever tcach, nayzhe giveth abundantly unto all that zre 
taught by him, and that more then mortal Riches, and yon may 
have him tobe with you alwayes forever, and he can reſolve all 
your Doubts, and ſatisfie every one,and replenith the weary, and 
nouriſh the faint, and in him are all Gods Treaſires, of the 
which by im you may come to partake forever, and he himſelf 
is as a Treaſure in thy field, but hid from thee, which I Fave found 
in the Earthen Veſſel, and declare it unto thee, that thy Fallow- 
ground may be riptup to find the Pearl; for thisis near unto 
thee, and the motion of it 1s againlt thy lin, the beauty where- 
of thou canſt never ſ{ce, until to 1t thou comelt to hearken. 
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Honour of the King, 
AND 


And the great Advancing thereof (amongit men) 
over ail Na.ions in the World. 


Inthe enſuing Propoſals, tendin g thereunto, ſtated in Six 


PARTICULARS. 
Concerning the KL N'G*'S Honour : 
1.) {Unity one with another. 
2.| | Submiſſion to all his Laws, 
3-[ gy 115; | Falthtulnels unto him. : 
4->57,-.+.< Apughtneſs in Traffick with other Nations, 
5.|**/"* | Departing from that which viſhonoureth 
'M both God and the King, 
- 6.) Being the pecultar JYeople of God, and they 
.** hauing his Sptrit to counſel him. _ 


= [  —_s 
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I, Concernirg the Yonour of the King, by che Unity of 
h;s Subjects ove with another. 


ſo in Unity one with another, that every man 
{ought each others good, as much as his own, and 


\V Ereall (or the Major part) of the King's Subjetts 


ſo fulfilled the Law of God therein,by each mans loving his Neigh- 
bour as himſelf, and doing unto all (and at all times) as they 
would be done unto; having the Bond of Peace upon their Hearts, 
by the power of his Spirit, who commanded the Chriſtians, not 

only 
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only to love one. another,but allo their Enemies ;, whereby they are ſa 
far trom i-etrai.d or covering other mens Goods, or wronging, 
any manin Perion or Eltate, that Coverowſneſs 1s not named a- 
mong tim, neither could be by any juſtly charged upon them ; 
but rather the things they poſſeſs are acknowledged to be the 
Lord's, and themlielves to be but Stewards thereof, and therefore 
durit not ve unfaithful rowards God or man, in the Unright eozes 
Mimmon, leit the Lord thould refuſe to commit unto thetn the 
greater Riches. And were they brought to have a certain know- 
ledge one of another herein, that they durſt with boldneſs con- 
fide-one inanothers Conltancy in thoſe things, without the leaſt 
fear of being any way wronged, or oppreſſed, or injured by 
each other; with what abundance of ſatisfaftion would ſuch live 
upon the Earth? and how deſirable and amiable would this be 
for Chriſtians, and Brethren, to live thus in Unity ? 

And were they brought not to turn away their faces from 
their own fleſh, nor to ſlight the Cry of the Poor, bnt with an 
Eye of Pity {till to be commilſerating the Needy, and much 
caring how to have Oppreſſion removed, that ſo with the more 
cheartulneſs the Necelſlities of their poor Brethren might the 
ealier be relieved, and ſuch continual Care to be taken herein, 
until all Opprellions were brought to an end, and all the Poor 
kept fi om want (their being ſufficient within the King's Domi- 
nions to do it) that what 1s ſpent in Vanity mighr- be forborn, 
and what-is waſtcd in Opprelhion might be withheld, and other 
wayes found out (as ſomething hath been preſcribed by Thomas 
Lawrence ot Miarleborough ) until there were not one poor Member 
of a. the Budy ot the King's Dominions to be found, that had 
nec to ask for Food or Rayment, by reaſon of the Brotherly 
Care, I.-ve and Unity in the aforeſaid Subjects. 

And all Jealouſfies and Heait- burnings one againſt another, 
and tcar 01:0 vi another, as to be hurt in Perſon or Eſtate, or 
deſt: oyed one of another, to beas clearly removed out of all 
minds, as if inch things had never veen; all being contented 
with tc thirgs (and places) that they have, and no man ſeek 
anothcr's Goods, or Houſe, or Land, or Place, or Worldly 
Ho: ar from him, nor any ſtrive to be greater than another 


thc: but if any {trive, ther ſo to ſtrive, as to excel in 
Virtue, 
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Honour ef the King, 
AND 


And the great Advancing thereof (amongt men) 
over all Na.ions in the World. 


lnthe enſuing Propoſals, tending thereunto, ſtated in SIX 
PAR IICULARS. 


Concerning the KL NG'S Honour : 
Cnity one with another, 


L,) 
2.| | Submiſſtun to all his Laws. 
3-[By 1;; | Faithtulneſs unto him. 
4 >2), 952 7Ipzightneſs in Traffick with other Nations, 
5.|**/*"* | Departing from that which diſhonoureth 
| both God and the King. 
6.) { Being the pecultar Jeople of God, and they 
hautng his Sptrit to counſel hi m. 


So 


I, Concerning the Yonour of the King, by the Unity of 
h;s Subjects one with another. | 


Ereall (or the Major part) of the King's Subjets 

ſo in Unity one with another, that every man 

{ought each others good, as much as his own, and 

fo fulfilled the Law of God therein,by each mans loving his Neigh- 
bour as himſclf, and doing unto all (and at all times) as they 
would be done unto; having the Bond of Peace upon their Hearts, 


by the power of his Spirit, who commanded the Chriſtians, not 
only 


Y 
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only to love one another,but allo their Enemies ;, whereby they are ſa 
far trom i-etrai.d or coveting other mens Goods, or wronging 
any manin Perion or Eltate, that Coverowſneſs is not named a- 
mong ticm, neither could be by any juſtly charged upon them ; 
but rather the things they poſſeſs are acknowledgcd to be the 
Lord's, and themlelves to be but Stewards thereof, and therefore 
durlit not ve unfaithful rowards God or man, in the Vnrizht ee: 
AMimmon, leit the Lord thould refuſe to commit unto them the 
greater Riches. And were they brought to have a certain know- 
ledge one of another herein, that they durſt with boldneſs con- 
fide one inanothers Conſtancy in thoſe things, without the leaſt 
fear of being any way wronged, or oppreſſed; or injured by 
each other; with what abundance of ſatisfaftion would ſuch live 
upon the Earth? and how delirable and amiable would this be 
for Chriſtians, and Brethren, to live thus in Unity ? 

And were they brought not to turn away their faces from 
their own fleſh, nor to {light the Cry of the Poor, bnt with an 
Eye of Pity till to be commiſerating the Needy, and much 
caring how to have Oppreſſion removed, that ſo with the more 
cheartulneſs the Neceſlities of their poor Brethren might the 
ealier be relieved, and ſuch continual Care to be taken herein, 
until all Opprellions were brought to an end, and all the Poor 
kept fiom want (their being ſujlicient within the King's Domi- 
nions to do it) that what is {pent in Vanity might be forborn, 
and what is waſted in Oppreſhion might be withheld, and other 
wayes found out (as lomething hath been preſcribed by Thomas 
Lawrence 01 Marleborouzh ) until there were not one poor Member 
of a. the Budy ot the King's Dominions to be found, that had 
nced to ask for Food or Rayment, by reaſon of the Brotherly 
Care, T.-ve and Unity in the aforeſaid SabjcEts. 

And all Jealouſies and Heait- burnings one againſt another, 
and tcar 01: vi anothery as to be hurt in Perſon or Eſtate, or 
deſt: oyed one of another, to beas clearly removed out of all 
minds, as if inch things had never veen; all being contented 
with the things (and places) that they have, and no man ſeek 
anothcr's Geods, or Houſe, or Land, or Place, or Worldly 
He: ar from him, nor any ſtrive to be greater than another 


ti-:1i15 but if any {trive, then ſo to ſtrive, as to excel in 
Virtue, 
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216 Concerning the Kings Yonour. 

Virtue, and inhis ſervice of love to his Brethrew, and People 
of his Nation, until Lor-, Unity and laſting Peace and: Con- 
cord ſpread over all, and all the contrary removed : which 
would be much for the Honour of the X I NG, not onely all. 
the Cayes of his Life, but would reach unto the Ages tocome. 


IT. Concerning the King's Hononr, by his Subjufts ſubs 
miſſion (aQuvely or paſlivily) unto all his Lws, 


V \/ Ere. the, King's Subjets (or the major part thereof ) 
broughttabe as ready to obſerve and keep all his Laws, 
Edifts and Commands, which are according unto, and grounded 
upon gocd Reaſon, the: holy Scriptures, and according to Gods 
Witneſs in their Conſciences, as he is torequire itz and as freely 
wil.ing to walk according to all ſuch his good and wholtom Laws, 
Statutes and Ordinances, as he is to impoſe ſuch upon them. And 
moreover, that they could not be conſtrained to break them by 
any Forreign Prince or Evil Member at home, but atall times, 
and inall caſes, ſtanding ſo faithful that the King benever diſ- 
honoured by their tranigreſlion of his juſt and righteous Laws, 
and that for Conſcience ſake, out of love, and not for fear. And 
moreover, did the King make ſuch Laws and Orders, or ſuffer 
ſuchto remain in force, which his Subjects aforeſaid did certainly 
Lnow were contrary to good Reaſon, and not according to the 
Scriptures or Law of God, but quite contrary alſo to Gods W it- 
neſs in their own Conſciences; and that ſuch Laws alſo were 
well known to them to be deſtructive to the King's Subjects, and 
much hurtful to their Eſtates, and danger of ruinating their Fa- 
milies; or if it ſhould reach to Death or Baniſhment, yet they 
not torebel againſt the King, nor raiſe Arms to defend them- 
ſelves, though they are truly ſatisfied that ſnch Laws are unrea- 
{onable, yet for Conſcience ſake not to oppoſe, but [xbmit unto 
every Ordinance of Man, whether unts the King, or ſuch as are ſet in 
Authority under him. Ando, though they cannot a&:;vely obey 
thoſe Laws which are contrary to Gods Righteous Law written 
in their Hearts, yet paſſively to fulfill thoſe Laws alſo, by a paſſive 
ſuffering the Penalties which thoſe Laws require of ſuch as att;vely 
keep them not : And fo, therein again arc thoſe Laws Ape 
allo 


[2 


_ 
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alſo. by them, that ſo it might be ſaid of him, That his Subjets 
are alwayes ready to fulfill or ſubmit uo all his Laws and. Or- 
ders, eitner by ative or paſſive obedience, whether they be rex- 
ſonible or unreaſonable. And a People being brought thus to ſub- 
mit to the King in all things, would be very much for his Hon- 
our in Truth and Righteouſneſs, 


III, Concerning the King's Honour. by the Faithfulnefs of 
his Subjeits unto hin, 

\ ] Ere all the King's SubjeAts brought unto ſuch Faithful- 

nets unto him, that he himſelf could with good Con- 


fidence truſt them, or himiclt with them ; and, without any | 


doubting, believe and know, that they would not barm him in 
the leaſt, nor in the lealt contrive the ſhortning of his dayes; 


but all deliring his long life,to govern 17 Righteonſnefk: And were | 


they all of ſuch a Principle,-and unalterable thereinz as not to de- 
ſtroy any man's Lite, though their Enemies, much leſs a Friend, 
a Neighbour,or a-Chriitian ; that the. King might be well perfwa- 
ded of them, tbat they would never harm htm, nor plot, nor 
conlpire againlt him, nor ever otter or intend Violence towards 
him, though he had none to guard him ; ſo that if he pleaſe, he 
_ might even with boldnels and confidence at any time truſt him- 
ſelf with.them, or amonglt them, without the- lealt-danger or 
fear in himſelf, knowing all his Subje&ts to beas careful:of his 
Life, as his-Life-Guard ; to that if he pleate he might not need 
alwayes to keep one Company « f his Subjects to guard him, for 
fear of any other of his SubjeQts ; but rather for tear. of ſuch as 
are not his Subjects. And were all his Subjects brought in ſuch 
Faithfulnefs, and the King well and truly fatisfied therein, wonld 
it not eale him and his Council of much Care, and ſometimes Fear 
too ? and to be ſo well ſatisfied in himfelfconcerning his Snbjeas 
Faithfulnefs to him herein, that he could take their Word for 
it, without Oath, Bond or Surery;, Or, if he had no Werd or 
Promile at all from them, yet could beheve and truſt them, that 
they would never plot or r:/c againſt him, nor do him harm, but 
remain as firnyſteadfalt, and true to him, as any other Princes 
| Fi Subjects 
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Subjefts in the whole World, by any of their Oaths, Bond:, 
or other Engagements whatſoever, it not more conſtant and ſtead- 
faſt : which , were all the King's Subjects brought unto, 
would be ſuch an Honour unto the King therein, as would hard- 
ly be found belonging unto any Prince in the. whole World 
again. 


I V. Concerning the Honour that the King mi2ht have by the 
Uprightneſs of his Subjects in !beir Traffice 
with o;hey Nations, 


V Ere all the King's Subjects (or moſt part of them 
brought into Truth, Plainnelſs, and Righteouſneſs, 
ſo that their Tea was Yea, - and their Nay, Nay; that ſoall Mer- 
chants and FaQors could take their Words, and truſt to their 
Words to be of more value than the Oaths of molt Princes Sub- 
jets in the. World ; and that in what Nation or Kingdom fſoever 
they come, in the World, as ſoon as it was heard they were.ſuch 
a Princes Subjects, that then both the King ot thoſe Doniinitons, 
with Princes, Judges, Merchants, FaCtors and People, might 
all conclude, they were true men of their Words; and that any, 
man might deal with them, and none be afraid to traffique with 
them, becauſe they abhor Deceit,Defraud and Lyingzand all man- 
ner of Cozening or Diſhoneſty: And would not this alſo promote 
trading,and ſo enrich the Kingdom,and be ſome means to relieve 
the Poor ? And is not the enriching 'of the Kingdom for the 
King's Honour ? And what Man or Nation is it, but would defire 
to deal with Juſt Men? And would not the Fame of ſuch a Prince, 
and ſuch. his: Subjects as deal juſtly andtruely where-ever they 
come, ſoon ſound overall the World ?: And would it not be for 
his Honour, that had ſuch a People as did neither ſeck nor ask 
but a Juſt Price where-ever they come amongſt all Nations in 
the World ? And if ſuch Honour before mentioned be eſteemed, 
what part of it is beyond this, which might cauſe a King's 
Name to be renowned over the whole World, having ſuch up- 
Tight, true, juſt, honeſt-hearted men in all things, to his Subjects, 
3s not any other Eemperoyur or Prince could produce the like ? 


Concerning the Kings Honour, zIgq 


V. Concerning the King's Honour, by his Subjctts depart- 
ing frem that which azjbonoureth (both God and) the King 
41d themſelves, 


% 


Y 


V Ere all the King's Subjects brought to leave and utterly 
#0 for ſake the Devil and all his Works, the Pomp and Van- 
ties of this wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts of the fleſh, and 
the carnal deſires of the ſame; and ſo to leave and utterly forſake 
all manner of Evil in word and deed, and to bear n9 Malice nor 
Hatred in their Hearts; to keep their Tongues from Lying and Evil- 
ſpeaking, ſeeing it is the evil words that Corrupt the good manners ; 
and ſonot toſpeak proudly, nor contemptuoully, no, not of the 
meaneſt Member in the Nation ; but to abhor and leave Arro- 
gancy, with all manner of YVoluptuoſneſs, knowing, that God re- 
ſifteth the Proud ; and lo not one ſuch prophane perſon as Lord 
Eſau to be found amongſt them ; nor one Swearer, nor Lyar, 
nor Thief, nor Murderer amongſt them ; neither yet a Drun- 
kard, nor a Glutton, nor a Whoremonger, nor a Covetous Per- 
on (which s Idolatry ) to be found amongſt them z nor any that 
ſpend their dayes in Vanity, nor thatabuſe or waſte the good 
Creatures of God in any of the King*s Dominions, whereby 
any of his Subjects may come to want, to his diſhonour. - And 
were they all brought to forſake the very Appearance of Evil, and 
ſo never to tranſgreſs any of his goed Laws, to his diſhonour : 
herein alfo would this be for the Honour of the King. 

And thus might his Fame ring over all the World, and be of 
reat Renown among all the Upright-hearted in all Nations ; 
or what is a King without his Subjefts? And when is a King 

more honoured by his Subjects, than when his Subjects them- 
ſelves are molt honourable, and at moſt noble and honourably ? 
And what is more honourable and niore noble in the outward 
praCtice among the ſonsof men, whereby a King might be hoe. 
noured, than the things aforeſaid ? Nay, do not the Princi- 
ples, Qualities and Practices aforeſaid make men more noble 


ms 
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+ Fer Eſau was and honourable than the Titles .of F Lord E/r, 
_ "7g pd or Dukes of Edom, or Priaces 'of Iſhmael, lecing 
| IN bo, a3 Abraham wasa Wanderer, and J.xcob a Pilgrim, 
iihmael tag and 1ſracl dwelt in Tents; who obtaincd a good _ 
8welve Princes, Report through Faith, and whom Gcd hath re- 


nowned with an everlalting Honour, 


V I. Concerning the Honour of the King, and alſo his great 
Benefit, by his Subjefts being the Peculiar Cho/en Peopte 
of God, and their having the Spirit of the 
Lord t0 counjel Him. 


VV gp many of the King's Subjects the true Servants and 

Children of the invilible God of Heaven and Earth, 
by true mortification, fanCtification and regeneration, and truly 
led, moved and guided by the Spirit of God, and many of them 
ſogrown into the Power and Wiſdom of God really, and abſo- 
lutely ſo having the Spirit of the Lord poured forth upon them in 
theſc latter dayes, according to the promiſe of Cod, which muſt 
be and is already fulfilled, 1o:that at a needful time one of them 
having, (as it was ſaid of Darzel, ch. 5.v. 11.) the Sperit, Liphr, 
Underſtanding and Wiſdom being found in him, could ſhew unto 
the-King ſuch a thing or things, or ſecret Determination of God, 
which all others ( the King's Wiſe-men) whomſoever could 
not; and todiſcover the lurking of the King's Enemies unto 
him, and their ſecret purpoles againit him, though they were far 
remote z as El:ſha diſcovered unto the King of 7ſrael that which 
the King of Syria in his Bed-chamber contrived againſt him, 
whereby theKing of [ſracl eſcaped his Plots, not once or twice, 
2 King 6. 10. Andthat they could anc did atany time, and of- 
ten times (as moved of the Lord) declare and ithew unto the 
King, the Counſel of God concering himſelf and his Kingdom, 
and what would come to paſs concerning both; and how he 
might avoid the -Evil, and chuie the Good, !ike as *-wel and 
other Prophets, who had the Spirit, were wont tod unto the 
Kipgs of 1/rael inthe dayes of old, that fo his Thron might be 
eltabliihed in Righteouſneſs 3 which would be more tan 43 or- 


age . 
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dinary Honour for the King; and God might bets and proſper 
him for their ſakes, as he did Pharaoh for the lake ot ti:at one 
faithful man Joſeph, after the King had releaſe ttm out 6f 
Bonds. 
But by this time many might ſay unto me, as a Lord ſaid nnto 
the Prophet, when he ſpake of things much nalike to coine to 
paſs, How can theſe things be, though God ſhould make Windows in 
Heaven ? 

To which I anſwer, That though Ido not afhirm, that all thoſe 
things ſhall come to paſs concerning him; yet I ſay, that many 

are already, and many more may come to the {late aforelaid ; 
 Andit would be his Happineſs, and more for his Honour than 
men can yet receive, to be chief Magiltrate among or over fach 
a People, and to have molt of his Subjects lo qualitgd, and great 


would be his Peace thereby. | 
And thus further 1 ſay, That the God of Hefven and Earth 
com, and that 


hath promiſed, That a People ſhall be all Rig 
Iniquity ſhall ceaſe, and the Nations ſhall learn War no more, but 
every one ſhall reſt under his ows Vine, and, and none ſhall mtke them 
Afravd , and they ſhall be in League with the Stones of the Field, and 
#he Beaſts of the Field ſhall be as peace with them. And the Lord 
God hath brought many into the entrance-of thele things, that 
with Cirriſt in the Prophet they can give their Backs to the Smirer,, 
and their Cheeks to him that plucketh ff the Hair. And if it were 
well if that all the King's Subjects were come to the things aforg- 
ſaid, and to live in that upright itate ; then it is-not il} that ſome 
«rc come unto that ſtate already : And if the Ute that is begun 
towards this work were cheriſhed, might it not grow and en- 
creaſe towards that ſtate hinted at in the former brief Particulars, 
touching the Honour of the King, though there is an Honour 
which exceeds all this ? 

And certainly the Word of the Lord will ſtand forever,though 
Men and their Powers, and Heaven and Earth may pals away : 
And aſluredly the God of Righteonſneſs hath begun his Work in 
this Nation, ard in the hearts of many of his little Ones, And 
a Little One (he hath ſaid) ſhall becoine a Thouſand, and x ſmall 
One, aſtrong Nation ; and the Kingdoms of tris Iorld [hl become 


the Kingdom of enr God, and of his Chriſd. Ard what it a Nation 
be 
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be born at once, and Stn bring forth before her Travel, and the 
Lord anſwer before his People call, and hear while they are yet 
ipzaking, and multiply the ſeed of Abrabamas the Stars of Hea- 
yen, andencreaſe the innocent flock of his Fold as the innumer- 
able Plants upon the face of the Earth, that Sin and Iniquity 
may have an end, and Righteouſneſs reign for evermore. 

Andit it be farther enquired, How the King might have his Sub- 
jetts truly principled and qualified as aforeſaid ;, or, have ſuch Subjetts 
generally thus for his ereat Honour ? 

I Anſwer further (to the everlaſting Praiſe of God) That there 
are many (which may well be called ſome of his truelt Subjects in 
his Dominions) that arealready truly principled and qualified, 
aSaforeſaid; and more are entering and growing up into the 
{ame Faithfulneſs, Love, Unity and Peace with all men, and God 
will encreaſe them; and it might be much for the Honour of( God 
and) the King to eneourage them therein; and much for the 
diſhonour of God, and diſhonour and great diſadyantage of the 
King divers ways, it he ſeek, or ſhould be perſwaded to ſeek the 
hindrance of theſe things, or of his Subjects, who are thus al- 
ready qualified, or the encreaſe of their Number therein, or 
their encrealing inthe honeſt, noble, honourable upright things 
aforeſaid ; which things might make for the Honour of the Kingy 
and will certainly be for the Glory of God. 


And thu 1s written by one that deſireth the Peace of all the ” 08 and 
Unity amangſt all men, and that many more may come into the Righ- 
neous things aforeſaid, which would be for the Glory of God, the 
Honour F the chief Magiſtrate, the great Benefit of the Nations, 
and much Comfort to themſelves : And that deſireth the encreaſe of 
love, truth ad virtue, which brings into the true honourable No- 
bility, for the which this 15 written, that men may come unto the true 
Noble and Honourable Eſtate inthe ſioht of God and all juſt Men, 

. among whem 1 am a true Friend tothem all in love, catted 

The 10th of the 4th . "AO 

Moneth, 1661. Eumphry Smith. 
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L To the Lambs of Chriſt. 


Y dear Brethren, who are Children of my Father, 
M whom he hath viſited with the Power of his Eternal 
Love, and gathered into his covenant of Light, where 

Life and Immortality abideth forever, who come to feel the Life 
of the rilings of the Son of Gods Power with his Immortal 
ſtrength, you all in his Power to keep, as living Branches of the 
Root to himſelf, ſingle and pure, in the uprightneſs of Innoceny, 
in this the day of his infinite love, wherein the Glory of the 
Molt High is revealed to the humble Seed, which receives the 
Goſpel of Peace and the Miniſtration of Life, to thoſe who in the 
Death did lie, and by Captivity was q"s in Bondage kept, which 
now from the Lord God of Life Refreſhings comes to receive, and 
Oyl of everlaſting Joy tothe mourning Plant, whereby the ever- 
laſting Covenant of the Father is known, in which 1 am with 
you forever, you ſtanding in obedzence to the Power of the Word, 
which operates in the Heart, by which all things were made, in 
which they are all enjoyed, as you all in his Wiſdom {tand by it to 
be guided in the dominion of the Word, with it over all to find 
Life, and guidance with that which is Immortal, in the ſtrength 
whereof to ſtand as Pillars of Life for the living Truth of God 
againſt all his Enemies, with boldneſs and cheerfulneſs through 
the Power of his Son, whoſe Life you are to feel exerciſing you 
therein, to which you are to yield Obedience with all humble 
Submithon to the Fathers will, abiding low in his fear, and there 
is both Safety and Strength, that the Fountain of the Fathers 
love may be opened in you as a Well-ſpring of Life, to overcome 
you with the Power of himſelf, that thereby you may be refreih- 
ed one in another, and be opened one to another in the bowels of 
the Fathers love, that it may overſhadow you as a Tree in Sum- 
mer, and beto you as the retuge of a Rock, in itto be hid from 
all the high and raging Waves, Winds and Storms, and from all 


ſecret Diſcontent or Swellings in the mind, which are apt to hurt 
that 
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that which is little. and tender, which is to be brought forth (in- 
to Libcrty, Peace and Life) with the pangs of Sorrow ; and as 
with the anguiih of a travailing Woman, o is the Seed brought 
forth which hves forever, which 1s ted with the Mitk aid pre- 
ſerved from the Storm and the teat, and fed with Food conve- 
nient, and clothed with Humility forever ; the little C 111d is 
you to lead in the peaceable Path of the Fathers love, that you all 
as Lambs may follow him, whoſe Power ſaverh from Sin, in him 
rrult, compalled about with the Walls of Salvation, and feeling 
the everlalting ſtrength you all to preſerve in the Power of his 
Might, his Bleſling to receive unto the Sced, that you in-1t and 
by it may be fruitful unto God forever. 

For dear Friends, the Father is well-pleaſed in him who is 
meek and lowly in the Heart, and In obedience unto him through 
the leadings of his Spirit of Power in which the Father?s Love iz 
manifeſt, which leadeth inthe low Ground, where the fate way of 
everlaſting Peace is known, where all things are quiet and till, 
where the ſmall ſtill Voice is heard, whereby the Dead come to 
live in the powerfull Lite of the Fathers Love, which compaſleth 
about the Seed as a Wall of everlaſting Strengrh, which is made 
perfect in Weaknels, and to the Weak ts only to be known, that 
the Weak then may ſay, I am ſtrong, feeling Strength miniſtred 
forth from that which is begotten ke Father, which never was 
comprehended by the Earthly Wiſdom, which 1s all ſcattered 
as the Smoke before the Wind, when he ariſeth, who hath long 
been as a Servant, and is now to be ſerved, that he may be Lord o- 
ver all, who ts as a Man of Sorrows, and leadeth throngh the Suf- 
fering ſtate, that by the Obedience of Faith, through the Power 
of the Croſs, which crucifes and brings to the Death that which 
is todye, that the Vail may berent, the way into the Holieſt of 
all made manifelt, and that received into the new Ground which 
abideth forever, even that which now Comforteth the weary Soul, and 
Satisfieth the longing Spirit, and Repleniſheth the dry and barren Land 
with the Rivers of the Valley, and the Springs of the Deſart, that the 
Heek, in the Earth may Refoyce forever, and through the Earth may 

row as 4 Lilly m Summer : For plainly, its the Poor that receive 

' the Goſpel, and the Meek of the Earth that ſhall inherit Snb- 

ſtance, and its the Lowly that will abide foreyer, and the m_— 
Q 
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of the Shepherd that ſhall be ſet on the Throne, and he that is 
low {hall never fall, neither ſhall his Footſteps at all be moved ; 
he leads the Creature in the Fathers fear, and guideth the 
Tongue in Wiſdom; and its him alone that all are to wait for, 
to. receive and continue in, even him that is acquainted with 
gricf, who never openeth his Mouth in Pervernels, but ſpeaks 
Life in Wiſdom through the Power of the Father's love, which 
overpowereth the Soul as an overflowing River of Oyl, which 
makes all well, and heals the grieved Spirit, which none ever 
comes to find but ſach as alone walk with him, who humbled him- 
ſelf to the Death of the Croſs, and became as a'Servant, though he 
was Lord overall; in him there is Safety, for he is the Reck and 
the ſure hiding Place, even out of the ſight of the World, and from 
the Tempters power. for the Devil hath nothing in him, who is 
meek and low, #n whoſe Mouth there 1s found no Guels : And this is 
he that hath been long ſet at nought, whoſe Tenders of Love con- 
ſtrains Obedience to himſelf, becauſe of the Beauty thar is in himy 
which from them is hid, over whom the Vail is, through which 
they cannot ſee the Comlineſs of his Love. + 

Oh, all ye Lovers and Followers of Truth and Righteouſneſs | 
come ye all and fink down in your Minds unto him, whole love 
{pringeth forth of the low Ground as a Well-ipring of Lite 
iſſuing forth abundantly, as through a Rock that is hid under 
the Earth, thence cometh Life to-the Humble, and there may 
you drink with me of the Cup of Bleſſings; for from the Root 
of Fefſe, and the Foundation, the Branch which is low, doti 
ſpring forth the Life to the ſatisfyingof every Branch : and tru- 

. Iy in him there is .Life indeed, and with him there is no want ; 
Who can deſire another than he? or who can complain that 
dwells in him, where the Unctcan doth never come, where all 
things are at Peace, and Relt is enjoyed forever ? Oh let none 
turn aſide from him,nor climb yp above the meaſure of his humble 
Life, nor reach beyond the Power of his Breathings forth, net- 
ther grieve ye him through the unkindnets of your forward Wills, 
but love him as the Life of your Souls, ant prife him above #0 
that can be ſpoken, and tender his Love as the Apple of thine 
Eye, that he to thce may be forever the Prince of Eternal Peace, 
and the Power of thy Strength, and the Blelling of thy I.ife, 
Gr thas 
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that thou never mayſt want Fond nor Rayment,nor want a ſhelter 
inthe hour of Temptarion, nor look for another to help in the 
time of need. And fo, my dear Lambs, in him keep for eyer- 
more,for its he that comes out fromGod,and keepeth them in per- 
fet Peace, who in his lowly Spiritabide, from thenceto feel the 
Fathers Love ariſe, with it to love and tender one another. 


So to that. which is of my Fathers Life #1 you all, I defire to be known, 
and m it with you to have Fellowſhip forever, which- 1s more than u 
to be declared by a multitude of Words, or written 1n many or long 
Epiſtles ; the bowels of my Fathers love, from the meaſure of his 
own: Life in me, is to his Image, and that which 1s begotten of him- 
#n you all: So the Life of the Powey of the Lamb of God be with 
you all, and the Bleſſmg of the God of Love and Peace preſerve you 
mn cl Humility of mind, that the begotten of the Father through the 
Power of his Love may increaſe and grow up unto him, who is the 
Life of my Sou!, who us bleſſed for evermore, Amen. 


H. $, 
A'incheſter-Bridewell. 


—_— — — 
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To ſuch in whoſe Hearts the Spiritof the 
Lord is beginn in g to move his Truth 
to declare. 


On whom the mighty God of Power hath found in a De- 
iartWilderneſs, polluted in your Blood, without help 


or {trength of your own, whoſe Nakedneſs did once 
appear, and you in it ſtood guilty before the Bar of Gods Juſtice, 
receiving the Condemnation due from him, who then ſaid nnto 
you, Live ; and fince in the meaſure of that Word upd the Lord 
have walted, to receive that. which was promiſed of him who is 
the Father of the faithful : This 1 fay unto you, thething is great 
Lat you are come unto and entering upon, to ſpeak in the Name 


of 
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of the mighty God, and to publiſh the Meſlage of the moſt High, 
to declare the Word of the Lord among the Heathen, and mi- 
niſter Life to the Spirits in Priſon, to ſtand Witneſſes for God 
to the People, and to be as Guidesand Examples to the Tribes 
of 1ſracl: Oh! how can you but be overcome with the dread of 
the Lord, and filled with the Power of his Love ! How can your 
Hearts be reſtrained from breaking,and your Bowels from an un- 
exprellible yearning atter the advancing of the living Trath of 
God, which he hath fo freely made you partakers of? May 
you not fall down to the Duſt before the preſence of the Lord, 
and become as the ſmalleſt thing in reſpet of him? Who 
can but fear before him, and be aſtonijhed at the Power of 
| his Might, and bow before him, who is the Ged of the Spirits of 
'all Fleth, that he over all may be honoured, who is bletlſed for 
eVErmore. 

And as through Humility you come to receive that which 
maketh Honouravle, evei-that which is Holy, like pure Oyl to 
comfort and nouriſh you, in that keep, treafuring it upfor yeur 
ſelves until you receive Power from.on High, or teel the higher 
Power that ſtands over all, opening the Month of that which is 
to ſpeak, giving you Powerand Witdom, your Life forth to mi- 
niſter tothe reaching of that inall which can receive'the Goſpel, 
and to the chainiyg down of all the Powers of the Prince of 
Darkneſs that would-ariſe up againſt it. | I 

And fuch .as feel ſomething {tirring to ſpeak Words, and a 
great War and trouble within, beingneither quiet one way nor 
the other, and by reaſon of fcarfutneſs, Words begin to go 
forth asfrom under a load and trouble,and then feel the Earth lie 
upon: the Sced, let ſuch take heed of {ſpeaking too: mnch with a 
ſtrangled and-ftrained Voice, but fink down again, and wait to 
feel that rentand broken, whichis as a hard thing between thee 
and that which ſhould rife up to ſpeak, that thoumayeft feel it 
opened in thee asa place of broad Rivers, giving thee room, or 
as the opening of a Rock, and the powerfut iffuing forth-of 2 
mighty ſtream of living Water, pure and clear, not mixt with 
Earth and Dirt, and when thou haſt felt this, take heed of ſ-end- 
ing all upon others z and another time take heed of that which 
would imitate ſuch a Power again. And alfo, let ſuch who 

&82 ſpeak 
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ſpeak in Meetings, take heed of ſpeaking above the Vail, with 2 
forward Zeal,lcaving the Light behind him, leſt he do more hurt 
behind him, than he doth good before him ; and when the Vall is 
rent, andafew Words ſpoken, and the meaſure being declared, 
the Vail comes on again upon a ſudden ; and then ſome there be 
that change the Voice,and continue in a form of ſtrange words an 
hour after like a Prieſt : Now the meaſure in {uch is owned, the 
which they keeping to, might increaſe,but going beyond it,the 0- 
ther will increaſe,and that decreaſe ; but ſtopping with the Light 
when it ſtops, and ſo become a Fool, the Light would ariſe again, 
Life ſpeak; and its that alone which doth Service for God : 
aud other long Declarations of Words do but thicken the Vail 
over them that have felt Life, though Death in others, (who have 
rot found Life) will feed upon the many words. 

And ſuch as are moved to bear their Teſtimony againſt the 
falſe Prophets, or the Wickedneſs of men, in it be faithful, 
keeping 1n the fcar and dread of the Lord, that in his ſtrength 
you may ftand as a Wall of Braſs againſt the Ungodly, and ſpate 
not to threſh the Heathen ſo long as you feel the Hammer of the 
Lord up over them (and. then take heed of Diſpurations after ) 
and go not out of that which is yourſtrength, leſt you fall before 
your Enemies, and diſhonour the Lord. But let every one take 
heed of running too ſoon, for ſome fuch. there are, who 
run to Prieſts and others, -in the light airy Spirit,” and pride of 
Heart, who are vain Boaſters, out of the Truth, whoſe ſervice 
the Lord abhors; and likewiſe, ſome ſuch ſpeak in Meetings, 
whoſe Mouthes ſhould be ſtopped. 


Thus, Friends, from the dear love of my Life ts you all, andthe 
lrving Truth of God, for which I ſuffer in Bouds, bave writ theſe 
things in plain and few words, tobe conſidered of by you whom it 
concerns; and the Lord God of Life make it «bleſſing unto you. 


Wincheſter-Bridewell. . | H. S. 


Sound 
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Soul chings Aﬀcrl 


1. Fn the king's ofton n002ds, - 
1. From late Experience, 
111. From Scripture-Truth, 
LV. Fccozding to Reaſon and Cquity, 
And certain things opened (or propounded) by 
way of Enquiry thereupon, 


Offered in meeknels and good will unto the con- 
ſideration ofthe King's L02ds, Counſellozs, and 


other his chief Officers under him, in all places of Juſtice & 
Truſt, both C:vih, Military and Eccleſiaſtical. 


Being, intended for the good of the” KI NG and them- 
ſelves, and all Perſons under him, and for the preſerving 
of Peace amongſt men. 


__—_—. 


The firſt Allertion, 
'F Oraſmuch as you are ſet in Authority vnder the KING), 


and fo are to obſerve, and to be Miniſters of his Laws, 
for the puniſhment of Evil, and net to go beyond his 
Will and Proclamations; and ſo todo that which is juſt and rea- 
ſonable toward all his Subjects, thereby to preſerve them in Peace 


zowards him, and one with another. | 
I I. In that the King hath freely engaged himſelf by Promiſe 


In his Declaration from Breda, That no man ſhall be[diſquiered nor 
Called in queſtion for differences of Opinions in matters of Religten, 
Ce. Andin that he hath ſince he came to England doibled the - 


Confirmation thereob) in repeating the ſelf-jſame words twice 
©YCry 
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over in his Declaration Of Ecoleſiaſtical Affairs, bearing date 
the 25th. of the 8th Moneth, called Ottober, 1660. page 5, 
and 18. And fince all this, be having again renewed the 
fame in a late Speech of his tothe Parliament, bearing date 
the 8thday of the 5th Moneth, called Faly 1661. ſaying, Ut :# 
ro put My Self in mind, as well as You, that I ſo often (1 think, as of- 
ten as I come to you) mention unto you my Declaration from Breda. 
And he further ſaith, My Lords and Gentlemen, /er it be in no 
ans Power to charge etther Me or You, with breach of Our Word or 
Promiſe, which can never be a good Tugredient to our future Security, 
Page 5, 6. 

I i 1. Inthat he hath confirmed the ſame to us in particular, in 
a late Proclamation, entituled, The Enlargement of Priſoners 
called Quakers, bearing date the 1 1th of the 3d Moneth, called 
Aay, 1661. wherein he writeth us his Subjetts called Quakers, 
whereby Friends were generaly relcaſcd our of Priſon, and that 
without Fees. 

IV.In that the King hath promiſed the ſame by word of Mouth, 
and granted, that we ſhould have our Liberty of Conſcience, 
and that we ſhould not ſuiler therein, engaging Himſelf there- 


- unto, (n the nD02Dof a King, and in that he hath manifeſt- 


ed the ſame towards us ſeveral times. 
The firfl Queries »pox the firſt Aſlertions; 


+ Heſe things (above written) being rightly conſidored and 
truly underſtood, this then would | learn from you or en- 
quire of you whom the King hath {et in chief places of Autho- 
rity under him, and letthejuſt witneſs of God in all your hearts 


anſwer hereunto. 


Luery 1. Whether all oras many of you,whom the King hath 
placed in Authority to do his his will, and att according to his 
Proclamations, and miniſter Juſtice (zoe Craelty) according to 
his Laws, for the puniſhment of Evil, and inſtead thereof 
(as towards us)aCt otherwiſe,and that al{oin his Name ;. do you 
not therein diſhonour the King ? 

Q.2.Whether this which the King hath promiſed,declar*d,and 


fo often ſtood to confirm (as aforeſaid) both in general,and - 
| wards 


- 4. 
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wards us in particular, (to wit.) Liberty of Conſceinee, be ree- 
ſonable or unreaſonable ? If you hold it unrealonable, do you 
not diſhonour the King, and his Council both ? The King, in 
that he did ſo,and hisCouncil in that they adviſed Him no better 
all thattime * But if the thing be Reaſonable, you ſit in place 

\ by theKing to ſeeit done, it being partof your ſervice to him ; 
Then whether you do not more diſhonour the Xp therein, 
(and neglect your Duty and deny Reaſon) when you act quite 
contrary, and that in his Name, and ſo make uſe of his Name to 
diihonour his Perſon. 

Q. 3. Whether all ſuch that are ſet in Authority under him, 
who do not ſee to the Performance of this, which the King hath 
ſo much,and ſooften engaged himſelf in, but do cauſe his Word 
and Promiſe, in that thing to be broken, do not therein much 
diſhonour the Keg. | 

Q. 4. Whether all them that counſel the Xing not to keep his 
Promile in this thing, or ſubtilly perſwade him unto ſuch things, 
whereby at laſt his Word and Promiſe herein muſt needs be bro- 
ken,. do not therein endeavour to lead him in that unſound path 
of Oliver, and them Rulers who broke Word and Promiſe with 
God and men, and ſocauſe the Kg to loſe part of the love of 
many of his Subjects by breaking his word like them ? 

Q. 5. Whether this which the X:2g hath ſo freely Offered, 
ſo fully Engaged, fo firmly Promiſed, 1o often Renewed, ſo far 
Confirmed and ſo largely Publiſhed (it being a thing of ſomuch 
concernment, for preſerving peace in his Kingdoms) is not al- 
wayes to be performed, and by the Xing, and all other Mini- 
ſters of Juſtice, and all Officers whatioever at all times to be 
grantcd,and in all places, and inall Courts, unto all Perſons tru- 
ly concerned therein ? Ard whether they all ought not to have a 

pecial care, that his Subjects &e not deprived of the benefit of 
this thing, which fromthe King to them is made ſo ſtrong as a- 
foreſaid ! | 

If the Kings words were true (as indeed they were) which he 
lately ſpoke in the Houlc,as aforelaid,T hat the breach of his Word 
or Promiſe, can never be a good ingredient tohis future $ ecurity : 

Q.6. Then whether ever it can be for his good or ſecurity, 
to cauſe His Word and Promile to be broken ? And whether 
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yn |. Sound things Allerted. 
noſe be good Subjects to him therein, who ſeek to have it done ? 
And what good ſecurity can ever come to Him thereoy ? and 
whether many do not endeavour very much to: have his Promiſe 
broken, and ſometimes already doit alto, though he hath (as It 
was laid) it can never be for good z yet do not many endeavour 
it,, eſpecially to have his Word and Promile broken, which 
V/45 tO us, for the Liberty of Conſcicnce; and whether all thole 
do feck his good and future ſecurity therein or not z let his 
Words ltand cither againſt or for them in that matter. And as 
the King hath taid, That the breach of his Word of Promiſe. can ne- 
ver be a good Ingredient to his future ſecurity? 
©. 75. Then whether the breach of this ſo often an engaged 
Promiſe, of ſo higha concernment (for Lberty) may not caulc 
the Potple much to queſtion in themſelves, or in their minds, 
whether he may not be drawn alide from the performance of the 
reſt of his Promiſes, pertaining to other matters, . andiſo cauſe 
them to be afraid leſt he will forget his other Promiſes allo; and 
ſo prove unfaithful to his Word, like them before, ſeeing the 
People have long and often been deceived with fair Specches and 
Pretences, by many Rulers, one after another this long time; 
who did not perform what they promiſed to them ? 


—— —— — <— 
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The Second Allertion. 


rin by late experience, the late Wars did krſt begin, and 
{trite hath ſtill continued, and much diffatisfattion doth yet 
remain about, and chiefly concerning, Liberty, or nor Liberty of 
Conſeiense, and being the Peace or Strife in theſe the Kings Do- 
minions doth very much depend thereupon, and the Kings wel- 
fare, (and his Subjefts too) depeftd much upon the peace and 
quietneſs of the People; and ſecing that for Ornethat was real- 
ly for Liberty of Conſceince, when the War or ditference lirlt be- 
gan, there is Twenty now, and one of thoſe Twenty, or one in 
the Twenty, are ſtronger in their Zeal, or in their minds for it, 
then Twenty of them were then, and yet the Lord ſuffered them 
to prevail, until they proved falſe-to God, and not true one 
to another, and became breakers of their Promites, which they 
had often made and renewed. Seving 


Sound things Allerted, 233 


Secing by late experience, that the other Army, and the 0- 
ther Powers, never ſo much began tobedivided among them- 
elves, nor were never overcome, nor quite oyerturned until 
they themiclves, who had promiſed Zrberty of Conference, began 
asit were, to make Warone with another, with men among 
them, avout matters pcrtaining, to their Conſciences, and 10 
turned men out trom among them, ard out of the Army, only 
tor wearing their Hats, or becauſe in Conſcience to God they 
could no longer put them off, when it was but only to pleaſe the 
Wills of men of corrupt minds, and until honeſt tober men 
were ſent for out of their honeſt Employments, before Rulers, 


and into Courts, only to enſnare them about their Hats, .or ele - 


about ſome Oath, (then againſt Popery) knowing afore-hand, 


ahey durit not break Chriſt's Command, who ſaith, Swear nor at 
all, 


The Second Queries upon the ſecond Aſſertions, 


, 
Qu. VV Hether it be not g } and ſafe to prevent all farther 

l. Strife among the People to grant them all juſt Liber- 
ty of Conſcience, in matters of Religion, eſpecially lecing it 1s 
to much already promiſed ? And whether itbe not good to ve 
kept, leſt there ſhould be alſodifference about it now, and that 
alſo among your ſelves, and foto heve Peace kept which is often 
4n ſo much danger of being broken ? 

Q.2. Whether it be not good and ſafe, to take heed. of enſna- 
ring, or (eeking occaſion againſt men, about matters pertaining 
to their Conſciences towards God, eſpecially the moſt innocent 
and uprighteſt of them ? And whether it be {afe in the ſight of 
God, for theſe Rulers, now toadct as vigoroully agaiaſt ſuch In- 
nocent People as they betore did, and were ovgrturned ? And 
whether it be not dangerous for theſe now to Enfſnarc, Perſccate 
and Impriſon the I1inocent for and in the felf ſame things, as 
them Rulers did about the Hat, not Swearing, and not coming 
to the Steeple-Houſe, and the like ? 
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The Third Ajjertions, witb the Queries t8 them annixed. 


1.'C Ecing there wasa People who had not a King, to whom 

Sg the Lord gavea King, and leeing he gave them a King in 
his anger, Hof. 13.11. (and (aiter) took him away in his 
wrath or greater anger.) 

©. 1. Whether then theſe people of our days, being without 
2 King, did purchaſe theinſelves a King, with Gold, Silver or 
mortal Strength, or did the Lord give the King unto them ? 
And whether the King did come to them (to rule over them) in 
his own Power, i{trength, witdom and force of Armed Ten ; 
or didthe Lord give or bring him to the People, (and that be- 
yond, and above, and much more eafier than he, or the wiſel? 
Polliticians he had, could perceive, expect or believe? ) 

' 2. Query upon the ſame. 

And whether or no the Lord was pleaſed or diſpleaſed with 
thele People before the King came, or rather was given to them 
of the Lord ? Andwhether the Lord was angry or pleaſed with 
the Governours and Government as it then ſtood, and with the 
Army, and the Miniſtry, as they and it then ſtood ? And whe- 


' ther molt, if not almoſt all, or wholly all the Rulers were not 


then Breakers:of their Promiſesand Engagements, which they 
had often made unto the People, and one with another, and 
might not Ged bc jultly Angry with (Promiſe and) Covenant- 
breakers ?. 


3. Qnery upon the ſame. 
And whether the total Overturning the whole Government, 


- (as it then itood) and the DeltruCtion of the Governours, (with 


Shame, Scorn, Ignominy, Reproach and Loſs of Honour, Dignt- 
ty, Fame and Renown, together with Riches, Goods, fair 
Buildings, Lands, Liberties and Life it felf ) were not and will 
not remain a ſure Teſtimony of Gods anger againſt them,in 
whict Anger he gave the People a Xing, thus to execute his juſt 
Judgments, in his anger ? And whether thoſe things be Signs of 
Anger, ornot ? 
4. Query upon the ſme. 
And whether God was angry or plcaſcd with the _— 
anc 
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and Army as they then ſtood, ſecing that before they could have 
tiieir pay, they were fain to ſwear for that manner of Govern- 
ent which they had fo long, and ſo often proteſted and fought 
againlt? And may not the ſenſe of Gods anger thereia re- 
Min to this day upon many of their Conſciences ? 


5. Query.upon the ſame. 

And whether the Lord was-then angry, or not angry with the 
Prieits and Leaders of thc People, and with the Miniitry as it 
then ſtood, eſpecially with the pretended and elteemed, moſt re- 
finedit of them, whom fome in ſcorn cail Quzkers, much warn- 
ed before hand, and muck declared againſt, tecing they are allc= 
verturned, as from what they then ſtood in and were (or at leaſt 
1cemed to be) And ſeeing that many of them are turned from 
Hundreds a year, whereby ſome ere in diltrefs, ſome in great 
care how to live, {ome taint to travel from one Country to an- 
other, iome being aſhamed to ſhew their faces among People, 
Jon:e faintto turn Hypocrites, in denying their own Principles, 
Fac 1::ſe their deareſt Friends, ſome faint tro bow and creep (like 
® 'erits) unto ſuch that before they had in little eſteem (or ru- 
Y -:r) ſome turn againit that which themſelves were in, and 
1 ..Zainit themſelves, like the wind that turns every way z 
1  14cand preach down, and contradict that which before 
$''© chemielves were, and to write and preach down themſelves, 
21:4 cuntradict themſelves and one another ? And many more 
#(111:p\5 | nigat Query concerning them, and as to their ſtand- 

1g C1, ad theirltate now, and leave them, or any for them, 

who «Lo uw cither own them or dilown them, as to their former 

itarding, (when the King, was given) toanſwer for them, or. 
1 then be halt, whether ſuch things as theſe (and much more ) 
(which-l fay 15 juſtly come upon them, ſeeing they rejected warn- 

ing) be Tcitimony and Signsof Gods anger, or not ? 
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6. Query upon the ſame. 
And whcther thole Rulers who now, under the King, and in 


the Name of the #79, have Impoſcd the things aforeiaid ( and 
much niore) wpon the Pricſts, Rulers, Soulcers and Pevple, 
and have exccured thoſe juit Judgments of God upon thoſe Pro- 
miſe-breakers, aud People that had not a King, and took _—_ 
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the Libertics of many, and that which was moreover even the 
Lives of ſome, did do thofe things in love and pity unto them ( as 
they then ſtood) or elic in anger againſt them? And it God 
was not then angry with the people, how came thoſe things to 
paſs? Ard if he was angry, was not their Promile-breakin® 
great cauſe of his Anger ? Andif the People now vreak Promile 
again, Is It not jult, if the Lord ben lits Wrath with them a- 
rain!Ardifthe Kimg(though he hath given him to be Krrs ):houtd 
hkewile break his Word and Promiſes, may not the Lore j :lt- 
iy be iorely diſplcaſed therewith, as he was angry witli the iame 
things before,and ſparcd not the chetfcil of thenuthat vid it r 

7. Query wpon thc [.ime. 

Ard it'the People generally ve as Wicked row they have a 
Km, as they were betore (or -worte) how then ihai! the enuſy- 
tng Wrath of God be ſtopt, or Iindred now, any more than his 
3nger was then ? And is not Gods Power as gt cat now 2$it was 
then ? And dogit not he hate Wickedneſs 2nd Promtie-breaks 
inz as mich now, 2s he did then? Or if the King, whom the 
Lord hath given, and theſe Rulers, Souldiers, Pricfts and People, 
row nnder him, ſhall break Promiſes, as the other did, and be 
as cruet, and'as hard hearted, and as great Oppreſlors, as the 
other Xalcrs, and as full of Envy as the Sonldrers, Prieſts and 
Peeple were inthe time of the other Government, when they 
had nota King; whether then the Lord will reipect Perſons 
or the Per ions of the Mighty in judgment ? And unto all theſe 
things here ſtated in brief, let the jult witnels of God 1n all Con- 
{ciences anſwer, yea or nay. 

2, Sccing thar Mercy and Truth preſerve the Xmeg, and his 
Throne is upiicld by Mercy, Prov. 20 28. And lo ſeeing a King 
may be given in Agger to the People,and in Wrath may be taken 
from them, yet Truth may preſerve the King, and Mercy 
may upi.0!d his Throne (which thing is worth the Kings obler- 
ring, andalithat truly love him. ) | 

Qua. 1. Whether now 1s it beſt for the King to keep. tc the 
truth of his Word aid Proinilc, or not, ſ:eing Truth prelerveth 
the King ? ALdif Trath 5cea Preſervation to the King, whether 
Untruth ant Coryiny of the Trich be net deſtructive ? And now 
who are tie Kings vil Friends, they that would have him keep 

to 
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-to-the Truth, and live in the Truth, or them that would Icad 
him trom it, todo quite contrary to Chriil, (that tard, ] am the 
Th) who laid, That Heaven and Larth ſhall paſs away, out my 
Words ſhall not paſs away, Luke 24.33? And 18 Dot bits Throne 
eltabliihed forcver ? and thould not a Chriſtian King take him 
for an Enſample? And is it not good for the King to keep the Truth, 
and not :0ſell it? Prov. 23.23. ICeIng Truth prelerveth the King, 
ard toknow and receive and a\>ide in, and be led by the Spirit of 
Truth, which the World cannot receive, John 14. 17. And to know 
that Truth which God defireth in the inward parts, where W i/dom ts 
to be known, Pſal. 51.6. Andi not the Word the Truth ? John 17. 
17. Andis not Chriſts Name called,rzhe Word of God? Rev.19.13. 
And did not Moſes ſay, The Word was in the Heart ? And 1s not 
the Word there as a Hammer, and like Fire ! Jer. 23. 29, And 
doth not that Word ſometimes prerce and divide in the Heart ? 
and is it not there quick and powerful? Heb. 4- 12. And 1s not 
Chriſt the Power oft God? 1 Cor. 1.24 Anddid not he ſay, / 
am the Light, John $. 12. and I am come a Light into the World ? 
John 12. 46. And did not he that was ſent of God, bear wir: 
nels of the Light, and fay, That it was the true Light (or indeed 
rhe Light and Truth ) which liyhreth every/man that cometh wito the 
World, that all men throngh hun might believe, who w# in the World © 
John 1.6, 7, 8,9, 10. Aud di! not he himſelf fay, Bclzeve in the 
Lizht? John 12. 35. And is not this he which is the Truth. 
whom God hath given for a Ligbt mts the Gentiles ? 1/1. 49. 6. And 
:s not this he whom the Princes of this World hath not known # 
i Cor. 2.8. who was from cverlaſting, when there was no Deeps, 
nor Fountains of Water, ncither yet Mountains nor Hi!is, Prev. 
8.24. An. 1s not this he that 1s given for a Leader and Com- 
mander to the People, 7{a. 45. 4. who will break the-Yoke of the 
Opprefſor, 1/a. 9. 4. even him that is the Light, whom they that 
walked in Darknels have not ſeen, 1/iz. 9. 2. who endcth the 
Strife with burning, being born unto ſuch as know.and preach 
the Light ; Shall.yot his Name be called rhe wonderful Comnſebor, 
the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace, the in- 
creale of whoſe Government and Peace ſnall have no ead, who ſhall fig 
upon the Throne, and eſtabliſh Tudomert and Juſtice henceforth, evea 
forever, Iſa.9. 6, 7, Is not this he at whole Name every Nnee 
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4 

fizll bow, unto whom the gathering of the People ſhall be 2 And 
are not the Kings to be brought unto his dwelling ? Ja. 60. 11. 
And [hail not the Kings of the Earth bring their Glory and Ho- 
nonr unto his beautiful Habitation, Rev. 21.24. and thall he not 
have a habitation in the Hearts of the Children of men, in whom 
God doth come to dwell ? And may not this Truth(and Power 
of God) preterve the King, ? 

O«.2. Again, if the Kings Throne be upheld by Mercy, 


good for the King toſhew Mercy ? And how 1adly, even as it 
were withont Mercy or Pity to Old or Young, Widdows or F4- 
therlets, did ſeveral Thouſands lately ſuffer by Impriſonment; 
and divers wayes, only concerning things which to them were 
matters of Conſcience? 'And [hould the King be perſwaded 
moreover to break his Promiſe, and reſtrain Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, and fo thereby ruinate many Families, impoveriſh many 
that now live well, honeſt and comfortable, and cauſe Children 
to itarve in the Streets, and Old People to periſh with Hardſhips 
and Abuſes, and many more to lole their Lives in Priſons, as ſome 
have done already, (who can lay down their Lives for Chriſts 
ſake) and that not forany Evil inthe Icaſt done or intended by 
the ſaid Suffertrs, but only truly and purely in matters of Con- 
ſcience to God, and whether this would not be unmerciful ? 


The third Query upon the ſame. 


Nd is it not ſaid in ſome of that part of the Book of Commor- 
Prayer, which is (in it) appointed to be read oncea Year, 
or upon tlat day called Aſhwedncſday, Carſed are the unmerciful , 
and ſhould any man be firlt pertwaded to be unmerciful, and ſo 
brought liable to the Curſe, and then they themſelves to curſe 
him (once a Year) who cauſe him to be unmerciful, and it may 
be much endeavour to make he himlelt fay, Amen, to the Curie 
againſt himſelf, and ſo curſe one another? And is it not dan- 
erous for any man to come undcr the Carle, and to be unmer- 
ciful, leſt God ſhat wp his Mercy from him? Thercfore wie- 
ther- Mercy and Pity doth rot become the King, that therewith 
his Throne might be upheld ? And whether all the wiſe men he 
hath, 
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kath,with all his Biſhops and his armed men, with all ſtrength and 
Wildomelſe whatſoever be able to uphold bis Throne without 
Gods Mercy andif he would alwayes receive Mercy from God 
to have his Throne alwayes upheld thereby? Whether it be nor 
meet, if not needful, for him alwayes to ſhew mercy, and to let 
all people, buteſpecially Gods Servants, have Mercy from him, 
or at lealt fo much right, as the Lord himſelf hath given them, 
which is, to Worſhip him in Spirit, and lerve him in that which 
purgeth the Conſcience from dead works, that they may ſerve the li- 
ving God, Heb. 9.14. And ſeeing the King hath promiled, as 
aforeſaid, that ſuch ſhall not be diſquietcd therein, and whe- 
_ thele lines are not written for his good, and in love unto the 
AIng ? 

3. And ſeeing the ſame that ſaid,/ am the Truth, (who was in the 
beginning with God, Prov.$. 30.) ſaid likewiſe, By me Princes de- 
cree Juſtice, Prov. s. 15. | 

24.3. Then whether he be not the Power of God,who ſaid (© ? 
Andif ſothat he be the Power of God, and that thereby Prin- 
ces decree Juſtice (or that which is juſt) then what Power 4s 
that by which Princes decree Injultice ? And whether it be not 
Injuſtice for the King (to be pertwaded) to break his Word and 
Promile ; and which Power are thoſe men in that would have 
him do ſo, ſeeing Chrilt is the Power of God, by whom Juſtice 
is decreed? And is it not juſt for the King tobe as good as his 
word; and may not all ſuch as would have him break his pro- 
mile, remember, That Lying Lips become not a Prince, Prov. 17.7 

Moreover according to reaſon. 

Whether many of them thatdo ſo much endeavour to have 
the King att contrary*to his word, or make void his promile, by 
reltraining lober honelt Perſons from the Liberty ot their Con- 


ſciences in ſpiritual matters, and duries of prayer to$he God of. 


Heaven, and waiting upon the Lord in his true ſervice, and tear 
of his holy Name; whether ſuch as theſe would be contented 
themſelves to be rettrained from the Wicked Liberty of their 
flelhly Luſts (though that was never ſo openly promited them) 
and- fo to be kept tf; 011 ail Whoredom, Drunkenneſs and Swearmey 
and ſuch other works i Darknels, wherewith they lerve the De- 
vil? Andcai ſuch {-: viiling thata!l Boyes, and all forts of Peo- 
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24.) Sj5o1und things Aſlertcd, 
ple,as often 2s they lee a Whoremonger, or a Drunkard, then all cry 
out prelently A }1 horemonger, A Whoremonger, or, A Di unhard, 
A Druzhgre, as they are, that fach INt$uld cry atter us, 4 £r4ker, 
A Quaker? And whether ſuch be willing to tuner as Hiucu or 
thcir prophane Swearing as they would us (andas we have done) 
for not Swearing at all? And whether luch can be conteut io tut- 
ter as great Puniihment for going to an Ale-Honſe ( ricedlcily ) 
on the Firſ#-Dayes (or any day, as they would have us lutter for 
not going to the Stceple-houſe the Firſt-dayes ? ( whichto us is 
needleſs) And whether they would have ſuch Laws made againlt 
them, for ſuch things, and ſuch their praCtices, as they would 
have made againlt us, for our practices, in Lrberty of Conſciense, 
as pertaining to the ſerviceand Worthip of God ? And it Li- 
berty had been: ſo much promiſed them, in this their Wicked- 
neſs, as hath been to us in the niatter of Conſciencez would they 
have had that promile broken ? And whether they would be ha- 
Icd out of their Ale-houſes, Tipling-houſes and Whore-houſes, as oft 


OT IG Ws) ks "abt 


+ as they meet there, or could be found there by any Officer, 
A | | Soulciers, Boyesor People, as they would have other ſober per- 
"F-- {ons hal:d out of their own Houſes and peaceable, private and Pub- 
#45 lick: Mecting- houſes, wherein they meet to ſerve Sod? And would | 
34%: they receiveevery ſuch time the like uſage or abuſes by any Boyes £ 
1 bf orPerlons that ſhould find them there,or take them in ſuch things, c 
+ and that would ſtone them for thetr Whoredomand Drankenneſs at A 
th - the preſent? or would they receive the like Punifhment atter- C! 
79 wards, when they were brought before a Magiſtrate in Impri- a1 
} {onment;or otherwiſe? If not;then whether all ſuch men as theſe V, 
” (who would have the King break his H ord) be notabſolutely of || dc 
| the Devil? And would they not limittl:e Spirit of God, and hs {ct 
| Worlhip and Servants, and tolerate the Spirit of the Devil, C0; 
and have liberty tor his ſervice and his Children therein? And a C 
"c then,whether 1t be good or fate at all for the King to hearken un- tha 
+ to the Counlel of ſuch men, or in the lcait to incline thereunto in wh 
| this matter 5 And whether the Lord God will ever bleſs their ty 
| Counlels herein (which lead ro Delitruction ? ) . And whether of +1 
4 the King be 1a the leaft to receive or conlernt to the Counſel of Wer, 
q \uch men herein, or their Vctitions in that matter, and fo be- T 
08" come a Breaker of his Word and Promiſe ? This will I leave to love 
[2 Gods that 
* 
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Gods witneſs in themſelves, and in the King, Council, Parliament, 
and all other Aagsſtrares, and other inferiour Officers and Peo- 
ple whatſoever to anſwer, yea or nay. 

And further, I n:ight enquire in like manner, concerning the 
matter and manner or form and place of Worlhip, whether the; 
would be deprived of theirs, as they would have us of ours, and 
be haled out as they have haled ns, and ſuffer ſo much therein as 
they have cauſed us, and have Laws made againſt them for it, as 
they have made againſt us, and have another manner of Wor- 
ſhip, and Place, and Teachers impoſed upon them, than what 
they are perſwaded of to be Right ! And how do ſuch come to 
be more certain that their way of Worſhip is right in thinzs 
they have no Scripture, nor example thercin for, than ye do 
come to be ccrtain that our way 15 right, which we have Scrip- 
ture and example therein for? And how came they to know 
that their worlhipis better ina temple made with hands,in which 
God dwclleth not, and the Apoſtle declared again!t, Acts 7. 44. 
than ours is i» the Spirit (of which God is, Foim 4. 24.) and in 
the Truth, which is his Son, whom we fulneſs of Gol doth dwell, 
Col. 2. 9. andinthe Light, whcre God doth dwell; for Chrilt 
taid, 1 am the Light John$. 12. Andhe that hath Inmmortallity 
dwelleth in the Light, 1 Tim. 6. 16? And whether ſuch as are 
conipelicd to a Worinip, which they are periwaded is 10t rights 


and that God doth not accept; are they not therein mive Hyp3- 


crites? Andit they would compel ns from ſuch aWorthip-that we 
are perſwaded is1i;ht,and alio compel ns to fuch aWorthip,that 
ve are per{wadcd is notright, whether they themſelves would be 
done loby ? Ard it not, how do they love their Nerghoour as them- 
ſclves, anda imto all men as they would be dene unto, accorting to the 
command of Chrilt? Mar. 7. 42. And wherein are {uch like unto 
a Chriiiian Sririt, which the true: Chrittians were In, and tham 
that by the Holy Ghoſt were made Overlieers of the flock of God, 
who taid, rh.t it ſeemed good wto them, and ta the Holy Ghoſt, ro 
lry no greater burthen upon the Gentiles, th w to abſt,in from Meats 
offered to Idls,.id Blood,and things ſtrangled, and Fornicatici, n hich 

were neccſſ.iry tuinrs, Acts 15. 25. 
Theſc things in brief ar preient, are offcred in plainneſs, and 
loveunto the con{ideration of all Rulers, and People, by one 
ong!t men, being an Innocent (fe 


that truly deircth Peace among 
| I 1 ferer 
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ferer for the cauſe of God, in the place of my late long and ſad 


Snfterings, 1n a cloſe unſavoury Priſon at Wincheſter, the 28th of 
_ the 9th Month,:661. being known amongſt men by the name 


Fumphry Smith. 


7F a Ruler hearkgn to Lycs, all his Servants are Wicked, Prov. 29.12. 
R+ wiſe now therefore O ye Kings, be inſtruFed ye Fudge of the 
Earth, Pal. 2.19. TJudze righteouſly, and pled the cauſe of the 
Poor and Neeay, Prov. 31.9. The Kung that faithfully judgers 
the Poor, bis Toro: ſh.uli 6s eſtabliſhed forever, Prov. 26. 14. Thyu 
ſh.ur not wroſt Fud'rment, thou ſhalt not reſpett Perſons, neither 
take aGife; for a C:if: dith blind the Eyes of the Wiſe, and per - 
vert ths Words of the Rigateous : That which is altogether juſt hat 
tos follow, that thou mayeſt Live, and Inherit the L und, which the 
Lord thy Tod giveth thee, D2ut. 16. 19, 20. The People that are 
Tone out of tte way, it were them that knew not the way of peace, 
Roi. 3. 12. verſ\. 17. But Chriſt, who is our Way, and unto us the 
Prince ef Peace, hath taught ws to give the Back, to the Smiter, aud 
to tura the other Check: 
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Firty Fowr Queries propounded to all the 
Clergy-Men of the Liturgy, by one 
1/7001 they tramed 1p in the beſt things 
{et forth in the Book of Common- 
Prayer, 


Elcaven Reaſons why theſe Queries are propo ſe A. 
L- B Ecauſe your manner and way of Worlhip, and pra- _ 
Firirs 


tice in many things,hath been theſe twenty years, 
by many Zealous perſons , very much quettioned ; 
#24.9 Ong. to be ſatisfied, or [topt by found Arguments arid Do- 
ctrinc, 
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Qrine, and words of Scripture-Truth ; or clte atrue Reconci- 
liation in the hearts and minds of both, cannot ecalily be 

24ly, Becauſe it is moſt agreeable tothe Law of God, and 
moſt according tothe Commands of Chriſt, and doth molt ſai: 
with the Doctrine and Practice of the Apoltles, and is profeſſed, 
even by you in. the Book of Common- Prayer, To love thy Nergh- 
bour 44 thy ſelf, and not burt the Body of any man by word or deed ; 
to Love Enemies, to do good unto all, and to convince Gain-ſayers with 
ſound Dottrine, and words that cannot becondemned ; Rather then 
to inflict great Puniſhments upon mens Bodies, and Forfeitures 
of outward Goods, becauſe of a Principle in the inward Mine, 
which is not removed thereby. 

3dly, Becauſe that Hereſe is firſt occaſioned by the Devil. 
whereby the mind is miſtaken or mii-lead, and then prompt on 
in the ſame by a ſpiritual Motion, which worketh in the ſpiritu- 
al Wickedneſs, which is of another Nature and Being than the 
viſible body(fimply conſidered) in which it acts, or than the out- 
ward Goods. 

And therefore the Power of God, and the Spiritual Weapons, 
and the continual exercite thereot, is to ſtop, overcome and re- 
move that, which the taking away of carnal Goods, and caiting 
into carnal Priſons (neither yet a carnal Commandment it felt ) 
Can do. 

athly, Becauſe it is no leſs than the Duty of a true Miniſter, 
to render an account of the hope that is in him, unto him that 
asketh. 

5thly,Becauſe twenty years agothere was no ſuch a neceſlity of 
enquiring into thoſe things, as now there1s ; foralmuch as then 
your way was going down, and now coming up again; and that 
then there were not ſo many unſatised fo much about fuck 
things, as now there are. 

6thly, Becauſe divers things and Opinions in the minds of ma- 
ny, hath within thefe 7 wenty Years, been more largeiy contenG- 
ed about, and opened, both in open Conferrence, Niiputes, 
Writing , Print and Practice, than in ſome Apes before, 
whereby in Twenty Years time, you might be learner therein,and 
{o know the better how (now) to return the morereadier An- 


1wer thereunto. 
3 3 "thly. 
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7thly, Becauſe now you are (as it were) upheld under both 
Arms (with Law on the one fide, and Armed men onthe other) 
that ſo yu nced not to be afraid, but may with more boldnels an- 
Cyer to lich things, than in the late years, when the Powers ot 
men ruled fo much over yox, that youdarlit not lo openly contend 
for your F.:irb, or anſwer luch things, nor maniiclt and pra-tite 
your Principles, 25 He do ours now In Bopas under you. 


, o o'* . , . _— -» 
And av14in, as inreſpet of my own p.rrticular, ana ſo in the behalf of 
others truly with me concerned 1n the [.ime. 


VER! ,- v3 hs on . wm A RS 
Fi:f, Pecauictrat 1 was tan; 


| 2ht, educated and trained up in the 
7Eery lame things, which you praclite and profels, and whick pct 


among you your !elyes Itand in force. 


2aiy, Becauſe I now fufter Boads this day, as an Hererich, or 
as 2 Seaxcer Cas the Mittimes faith) who hath to this very day, 
with the Felp cf God's ſpecial Grace, - more and more en- 
Jeavoured, ard come to lead my Life, and regulate my Words, 
Weyes and Duty towards God and Man, according tothe belt, 
mot weighty and chicteft things fet forth in the Common-Prayer, 
according as I was by tome of your own (called) Epiſcop.Al- Di- 
V5 17234ed up, and without which they would not receive 
12 17.19 Communion with them; at which time I was by 
nc of them enconraged (as by others at other times,. preſs 0a 
artier,comme..ding me for what was then already come unto. 
3./y, Becaule that ever lince that time, unto this day, I have 
en prefiing forward, and vas never caſt out from among them 
lo doing (nor any thing elſe) as by any way of Excommunt- 
2:5, ©r any known Order or Rule uſed or owned by them z 
neither yet hath any one of them come to admoniſh me 
(trom prelling forward )lince that, to this dey ; neither can they 
wel jultin2 rejecting of me until after the ſecond Admonition, it 
they could provel was an Hererick, Tre. 3. 10. 
4thiy And Laſtly, Becauſe they did not tell me, nether did I 
ever learn out of the Common-Pr,.yer, nor read inthe holy Scrip- 
tures;T hat a run might perfcvere roo much,or too ſar in the way of Ho- 
lineſs; or watk, ro) much with God, or to be too much morcificd, or 
$eave ſin ico mitch, Or ve toe holy, Or too Circumſpett, or teo juſt, or roo 
ipright, 


-will not have other things put away, than they who retormed 


#1118 they perceived ro be moſt abriſed? And whether they did 
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»prirht, or too f.xithful ro God and man, and walk, and ſpeak too 
much 1ccording to the Scriptures ; or be too innocent or too harmleſs, 
or be too mc conformable to the Image of Chriſt,9r be tos much lth; 
unto Him, of roo much cleanſed by his Blood from all) Stn mwhi!je 
in this World, Or walk teo much in God®s Commandments all the 
days of Mans Life. 


The Queries-propounaed to you are theſe, Vite 


Ouer Hether the late Reformers and Compoſers of 
wy V [ 


the Rites and Ceremonies in the Book of * Secing in 
hat(hetore the 


Common-Prayer, were not themielves for Liberty of Conſcience ? ; 
anmon prays 


It not, how arc their own words true * ? It they were, ,,) yyick . 


Whether thoſe that profeſs the Common- Prayer,and are againit thewern why 
Liberty of Conſcience, are not contrary to, them, like thoie ſome Ceremo- 
who protels Scripture, and are contrary to that Spirit by 765 ate avoli- 
which they were given. ns fois 
I1. Whether thoſe who profeſs the Common-Prayer, and fay , Wieſe 
preicribe things to thoſe whom. they own not as their own thinzs were 

People, but perſccute them as Herericks, and do think it not 1akew away , 


LOnvenicnt, neither will allow every People who are'not their m— m_ 
: m09[t abtr'd 


'Owr, Or one with them in Worthip, to ule ſuch things as 13 pas the 


they ſhall think belt, tothe ſetting forth of Gods Honour and Conſeiexce 
Glory, and to the reducing the People toa moſt perfeCi and = 
noly Living, &c. be not contrary to them that reformed the 
Book of Common-Prayer ? Seeing they ſaid, We condemn no 
other Nat:en, nor preſerive any thing but to our own People only 


for we think it corvement that every Country [| Ard it to, then 


conſequently cvery People] ſhould uſe fuch Ceremonies 45 they 
think beſ*, to the ſetting forth of Gods Honour and Glory, aud to the 
reducing the People to a moſt perfeti-and godly Living without Errar 
or Superſtition ? 

111. Whether thoſe that now profeſs the Cerzmonies, and 
k ! See the later 
it, be not therein contrary unto them, ard to their Order, «4 f tha: 5- 
who iaid, They ſhould put away other things, which from tizye to boyclaid. 
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not order, that not only Abuſes, and the things themſelves 
that were abuied;lhould be put away 3 and not only the things 
which they had put away, becauſe they were avuled, byt like- 
wiſe other things, which from time to time they perceived 
to be moſt abuſed ? And fo, whether thele now that would 
have noo her t11ings put away butfwhat they did, be not woric 
than thein, and contrary to their order, mentioned 1a the 
Margent ? 

Seeing they . 1 V+ Whether that Confeſſion and Repentance, in that be- 
fay na: the Einning, with the words of Almighty and moſt mercifut Father, 
Scripture). Ae &c. together with the Abſolution and Remiſſion of Sims follow- 
what time ſo- ing, bea true Confellion, Repentance and Remilſion trom the 
T1 _ bottom of the heart? Oris it falſe and feigned ? 1 falte, 

een > ;; itnotcloaked of more lin, and diſſembling with God, and 
the bum of deceiving their own Souls? If true, how then are ſuch (after 
bis heart, God Confeſſion and Remuſſion) Miſerable Sinners before they depart, 
wil pur owt al ag in the Letany? And if the Confeſlion, Repentance and 
|: mg Abſolution be right and true, and from the bottom of the 
5.., Heart, and ſuch thus pardoned, and fo made clean, run after- 


they ſay, hey Th : 
(hou d not 4:ſ- wards, and that again and again into the very ſame Sins, 


femble ur 
cloak the'r fin 
And ſeeing 
they confels, 
theyhave "ffen- 
acd againit 
Gods holy {4m , 
and there is n9 
bealib in them, 
but ae mſ r- 
able Offendors, 
And leeing , 
that following 
»z ſaid to be 
the Aſo'u:j- 
*n and Remiſl- 
livn & Sigs. 


whether they be not like the Dog and the Sow, that turn to the 
wallowing inthe Mire, and the Vomit again ? 

V. Whether after true Confeſſion and Repentance, ſuch 
may thenceforth live a godly, righteous and lober Life, and 
that pure and holy, according to the latter cid of the Con- 
teſſion, and of the Ablolution ? 

V I. Whether all fiichas have erred and ſtrayed from the ways 
of God, were (before they did (6 err) made embers of Chriſt, 
and Inheritors of God? And whether any were made {ſuch 
Members, ©c. but ſuch as have taſted of the good Word of 
God, and the Power of the World tocome? And whether 
ſuch as have fo talted thereof, and after err and {tray from the 
ways of God, can be renewed again by Repentance ? If not, 
1s not their Repentance falie, or nox ctieftual, like Eſau's ? 
If true, how then is the Scripture true, ſceing it ſpeaks as e- 


fore-mentioned, of wot being renewed by Repent ance ? . = 

VII. Whether ſuch as were made Members of Chriſt, by 

Children of God, and Inheritors of the Kingdom of Heavens q ” 
; and 

LU 
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and are now erred and ſtrayed from the ways of God, ſo that 
they are Miſerable Offendors, and that againlt God's holy Law 
(as themſelves confeſs) can then, in that ſtate, and in that 
very hour, ſing unto the Lord, and heartily rejoyce, and come be- 
fore GOD?®S Preſence with Thankſgiving? And whether ſuch 
Aiſerable Offendors ar e the People of God's Paſture, and the 


Sheep of his hands ? 
V III. Whether all ſuch, as in the beginning of the Letany 


do themſelves acknowledge four times over, That they are 
Miſerable Sinners, can call God their Father, by ſaying, Our 

Father which art in Heaven ? Or, can ſuch iſerable Sinners 

make others the Children of God, by ſprinkling a little Wa- 

ter upon thesr faces? And whether God hath tach fourfold 
miſerable Children ? Or, are thoſe that are truly the Chil- 

drenof God, at the ſame time in ſuch a fourfold miſcrable 

ſtate? Or, are ſuch miſerable men truly the Miniſters of 

Chritlt ? 

Ix. Whether God's people may be delivered by him from See Zcrsny 
all theſe things following, that is to ſay, from all Evil and *> 7» © 8 
Altſchief,, from Sin, from the Crafts and Aſſaults of the Devil, 4 Os 
from God*s Wrath,and from Everlaſting Damnation;from all Blind-"** 
eſs of Heart, from Pride, Vain-glory and Hypocriſie ; from F;:- 
vVy, Hatred and Malice, and all Uncharitableneſs;, from Fornic.1- 
' 110m, and all other deadly Six ; from all the Deceits of the World, 
the Fleſh and the Devil? And whether ſuch as are delivered 
from all theſe things, be not delivered from a!! Sin ? And then 
are not ſich free without fin ? If not, then what Sin is it they 
arc guilty of, who are truly delivercd from all theſe? And 
whether ſich as pray to be delivered from all theſe, and do not 
believe, that they ſhall be ſo delivered, do not therein in a- 
gainſt God, and ſo inſtead of being deltvered out of fin (by 
their praying) add ſin unto'fin, being it is written, I}/-ar- 
ſoever 15 not of faith, is ſin? | 
X. Whether ſhall I own that man, as Chriſt did, and be- ee Lerany 

lieve him, who ſaid, We know that God heareth not Sinners ? or m 4th 
elſe miſerable Dffendors, who in their Prayer ſay, We Sinners Tu 
do beſeech thee to hear us, O Lord; and fo believe that the Lord 

doth hear them, though their continual irnits (and the Scrin- 


Lure) tcſtific otherwite ? A I. 
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FeeTetany NF, What, and where is the way of Trath, which all ſuck 
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28 have erred, and are deceived, are to be brought into, ſee- 
10g when one tin was committed, the creature was deceived, 
and ii deceived and intin, then unclean, and ro Vnclean thing 
ſoall enter inte the Kingdomof God 2 And whether Chriſt, wha 
13 the Hay znd ene Truth, be not in the Kingdomof God? And 
whether all ſuch as are not only yet unſaved from their lin, 
but are milera'>le Oilendors, and that againit God's Righteous 
Law, and yet in the fame Nature, Way, Words, Worthip 
and Practice, as were their fore-Fathers, whom they confeſs 
werc in Iniquity ; have notall thele erred, and are yet de- 
ceived, fecing Chrilt faved his from fin ? And whether ſuch 
do yet rightly know the IWay of Truth themiclves, which they 
inould be brought zro, in which there 1s no lin ? 


XII. Whether all men are capable of the Mercy of God ? 


Ard whether Chriſt hath not lighted every man that cometh 


into tlic world ? And whether God doth ſhew to all men that 
vein Error, the light of his Truth, to the intent they may re- 
turn intotlie way of Rightcoulneis, according to the CoZlett, 
appointed for the third Sunday after Eater ? And whether 
the Word be not the Truth, Fohn 17. 17. Ard 1s not the 
World in ihe heart? Ard hath not Gcd ihewed that to all 
men, thpugh they be in Error ? 

Al. Vhether men way (with the help of Ged's Grace ) 
calt away the works of Darkreſs, and put on the 2 mour of Liz ht 
row 11 the time cf this Lite? Ard whether the works of 
Carknelſs be not Sin, the. works of the Devil ? And whether 
the Armour of Light be not the Power of Ged ? Ard v he- 
tiicr the Power of God, be not (ufficient to Uceferd from the 
Eneny and his Power, and able to detent from tiie Levilard 
his works 

ALV. Whether thoſe that in this life have put on tne Ar- 
mour of Light, are not to lct it line before inen, tiat God 
may ve glorihed ? And whether it be not for God*s glory, 

witen Jus people are by the Light deter.ded from all the works 
of darknels? And whether thoſe that now Ceny the Light, 
and would hinder the children of Ligit, from letting their 
Light thine before men ( which faveth tixem from fin) be not 

themiclyes 
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them ſelves againſt theCommon-Prayer and the late Reformati- 
@n of it,againſt GOD,CHRIST and Scriprures,ſeeing that God 
# Light, and Clriſt faid, / am the Light z and the Scriptures 
teſtihe of him rbar # the Light,who commanded his, to let their 
Light ſhine? And then is he a man, or below the principle 
of a man, who hideth his Light under,a Bulhel ? 

X V. Whether any men in their Youth, Infancy or full g$ee put- 
Age, may forſake the Devil and all his works, the vain Pomp and lick vap- 
Glory of the World, with all Coverous Deſires of the ſame, and cay- film avout 
nal Deferes of the Fleſh, ſo as not to follow, wor be led by them, and = n= a 
afterwards keep God”s holy Will and Commandments, and walk in 1; . i 
the ſame all the dayes of their lives? If they may, why ſhould the ater 
they not profeſs the ſame, and not be counted boaſters by ſuch tbe begin- 
as taught them ſo? And why may they not live in the {ame, ®''6- 
without being perſecuted for it, by ſich as bound them to it ? 

Ifthey cannot, why is it that they are forced to promiſe and 
vow {o to do? 

X V 1. Azain, whether they that miniſter this JI2nmn7 
and Cow unto others, have in all things performed the fame, 
viz. Whether they themſelves, who impole this upon others, 
ao for/aks the Devil and all bis Works, the vain Pomp and Glory of 
the World, with all Covetors Deſires of the ſame, and the Carnal 
Defirss of the Fl:ſh, ſo that they themſelves do not follow, neither 
ave led thereby, but do keep Gods holy Will and Commanaments, 
and walk in. the ſame every day of their own Lives ? 

if they do, how is it that their Fruits appear otherwiſe, 

not only in vain Pompand @vetons Deſires (Itke Balm ) 
but alſo in Covetous Practices, worſe than Bal 1am ? 

If they do not, then whether therein they are not j1ſt like 
the Screbes, Phariſees and Hypocrites of Old, who laid heavy 
Burdens upon the People, but themſelves would not more 
them with one of their Fingers ? 

X VII. Again, if any men in Youth, Infancy or full Age, 
do attain ſo far in their own particulars, to forſake all tho 
things aforeſaid, (which indeed includes ail Sin) whc.ther 
they can ſafely, and with a good Conſcience, Promiſe and 
Vow for another, that he ſhall do the like, ſeeing alfo it is 
but an Infant? And —_ Infants in England be cleft- 

L ed. 
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ed, and are of the faithful Seed ? and whether any but Gods 


_ ElzCtcan perform the Promiſes and Vows aforeſaid ? 


If not, why ſhould the People be forced to make ſuch 
Vows which .cannot be kept, and be conſtrained and taught 
to tell Lyes in the preſence of God, by ſaying, We forſake 
temall; it they nor the Child do not to ? 

If they do, let God's Witnels in their Conſciences anſwer, 
which will ſhew the truth of the matter. 

X V I Il. Again, whether it is good or evil for People To for- 
[hr theDevil & all hisWorks,the vain Pomp & Glory of the World, 
with ll covetors deſires of the ſame, and carnal deſires of the 
Flif:, fo 15 10t to follow, nor be led by them, and then to keep God's 
bly Will and Commandments, and walk in the ſame all the dayes 
of. hu Life ? 

If Evil, why are they bound and taught ſo todo ? : 

If Good, why are many this day Perfecuted and Impriſon- 
ed only tor ſodoing ? 

X1 X. Whether the eld Man in People or Children may be 


- ſoburicd, that the »ew Afan may be raiſed upin them ? 


If not, why haye the Prielts prayed ſo many Years to- | 
Fether ? 
” If it may be ſo, why may not ſuch then profeſs the ew 
A1m railed up inthem, without being called Heretieks for {0 
profeſling ? / 

X X. Again, if the mew Mn be to be raiſed up in People 
when they are in Infancy ; then whether it be not to be raiſed 
up any othertime, or {ome other time of their Life, if it be 
not raiſed up in their Infancy ? And then whether they be 
not true Labourers who labour to raiſe this up in People ? 
And whether they be not effeftual Preachers who do thereby 
raiſe it up in People? And whether this #ew Man be not 
Chriſt? And if he be not raiſed up, whether the Preaching 
be not vain, the Faith vain, and the People continue in their 
Sins, that being not raiſed up in them, which is to ſave from 
Sin? And whether this ew Mar is not in People and Chil- 
dren before it be raiſed up? And is not the new ar the 
feeend Adam? And is not that the Seed, which if we had been 
left without, we had been as Sodom? And is not the _ 

own 


D 
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ſown in all forts of Ground ? And is not the Seed Chriſt; 
which is ſtill in the World, though not known by the World, 
and wholighteth every man that cometh into the World? 
And is not this the Truth (Chrilt) which God deſireth in 
the inward parts ? P/al. 51.6. And 1s not this the Truth 
which is promiſed to ſpring out of the Earth? Pal. 85. 11. 
And was not the firſt man made of the Earth ? and are not 
all People deicended from him, and ſo of the Earth? And 
whether it be not unreaſonable that many Hundreds ſhould 
be Perſecuted chiefly for profeſling this, and that by ſuch who 
taught them {ſo to profeſs, and for witneiling, ſpeaking and 
writing of the new man raiſed up in them, and for living up- 
rightly according thereunto ? 

X X I. Whether Children or People (who have the new 
man raiſed up in them.) may have all carnal Afﬀections dye in 
them, and come to know all things belonging to the Spirit 
(not only) tolive (bur alſo) togrow in them? It not, why 
are they deceived with thoſe fair Speeches? If they may, 
then who are molt agreeable thereunto, and the beſt Chri- 
ſtians, they that only talk of, and profeſs theſe things effected 
inwardly, and yet deny that any live in it; or them that are 
come unto, and do truly know, and liye in the poſleſlion of 
theſe things within them ? 


XXll. Whether the New Mar be not the ſecond Adam, 


the quickning Spirit? And if it be, whether as many as are 
truly led thereby (it being within them) be not the Sons or 
Children of God? And whether there be any other that be 
the Children and Sons of God, but only ſuch as have this 
New Man raiſed up in them, and are truly led thereby ? 


Sce turs 


XX III. Whether all the Children theſe late hundred ther in py. 
Years that were baptized, were regenerated when a little #:c& Baps 
Water was ſprinkled upon their faces, though it were done =: 


by ſucha Prieſt who himſelf was Unregenerate, and either a 
Proud, Covetous or Drunken Man? lf they were, -or the 
molt part of them, how then did they come afterwards to be 
Unregenerate, ſeeing that-after their /nfart- Baptiſm molt are 
looked upon to be, and by their Fruits do indeed appear in an 
Unregenerate eſtate ? And whether in any Age it can be 

K k 2 Proves 
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252 Some Queries tothe Clergy-men. 
proved by Scripture, that there were ſo many, either Yours 
or Old, firſt regenerated, and then unregenerated again? It 
they were not, how rthenare the Prieſts words true, when he 
taith (after he hath ſprinkled them) Seems now, dearly beloved 
Brethren, that theſe Children be regenerate ? 

XXIV. Whether all or any of thole Infants theſe many 
hu:dred late years, whom the Prieſts ſay, were born in Ori- 
zinal Sin, ar:d in theWrath of God,did come to Regeneration 
in their/»fanr- Baptsſon,and were then receiv'd into the number 
of the Children of God,and Heirs of Everlalting Life? Was 
all this done for them, and did they truly come trom the one 
ſkate into the other, by having a little Water poured on their 
faces, and by the ſpeaking of thele words, viz. 1 Baprize thee 
in the N.me ofthe Father, andof the Son, ard of the Holy Shoft, 
Ainen? It being done by a man, who himſelf at another 
time will confeſs with his own Mouth, That he (with the reſt ) 
Y « miſerable Sinner? And how can an old milerable Sinner 
» FIR wakea young Child thus happy ? 
7h | Se Cate AXV. Whether all Children (ſo ſprinkled) or the moſt 
F j; : chil part of them, were made Members of Chrilt, Children of 
"+ _ Ged, ard Inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven ? If not, 
7 whether it be not pity that ſo many thouſand Children ſboyld 

Wt be taught ard trained upto ſpeak that which 1s untrue, whilſt 


See Frtiva'e 
Bapiiim, 


i} they are io young, in ſaying they were made fo, when they 
0 | | were rct, and }ikewile to be deceived thereby all the dayes of 
by their lives! If they were made ſo, how ſhall a reaſonable 
þ man be perſwadcd from any good reaſon of Scripture-proot, 
+ 728 that they are afterwards diſmembred from Chrilt, ſeparated 
$ ficm Gcd, and diſ-inherited out of the Kingdom of Heavea ? 
And when did Chriſt loſe his Members, or God his regenerate 
Children, or his Kingdom the Inheritors thereof ? 

X X V I. How can ſuch make others the Members of Chriſt, 
wio ere not ſo themſelves * And whether Chriſt hath any 
miſerable Members? And if miſerable Sinners pretend to 
| take upon them to niake others the Members of Chrilt, and 
receive Wages for it, and yet do it not, whether ſuch are not 

vlain Decervers ? 
*i2 ; X X V LI. Whether the Prieſts, that ſay,'they are mcrable 
08 : ___ Sramers aud miſerable Offenders, be really ſo, or not ? if not, 
| are 


"ere Fo 
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are not they miſerable Lyars in ſo ſayivg ? If they be, whe- 
ther they that are miſerable Sinners, and miſerable Offendors, 
can make others ſo free from all ſinand miſery, as the Mcm- 
bers of Chrift, in whom is Ao Sin, who were as miſerable as 


themſelves, if they were born in Original Sin, ard in the 


Wrath of God ? 
XX VII. Whether Children were not firſt taught their duty 


towards God, before their duty towards their Neighbour ? 
And whether all ſuch are not ſtill in the firſt place to obey God, 
and ſecondly, to love their Neighbour as themfelves? And 
ſo, whether Obedience to God is not [till to be preferred be- 
fore obedience to man, though his Neighbour ? If not, why 

were they ſo taught? If it be, why then do the Teachers now 
ſeek to cauſe them to obey man in Swearing, and many other 
things, rather than Chrilt, who faid, Swear not at af ? Mat. 5. 
James 5. 

X X 1 X. Whether Children are not taught (among other 

things) to hurt xo body by word or deed, to beax no Malice 
in the heart, torule the Hands, the Tongue, the Body and the 
Defire, in not coveting any man's Geods ? If this be right 
to todo, why do not the Prieſts themſelves do it, and inſtruct 
all Magiſtrates ard People in the like, ard ſufter them thar 
do ſo, and encourage them allo to continue in the ſame ? It 
this be not right, why did the Prieſts teach itus when we 
were young ? and whether be the Prieſts covetous, yea or 
nay ? 
X X X. Whether Children were not taught,that they could 
do little of themſelves, nor walk in the Commanements of 
God, nor ſerve him without his ſpecial Grace; ard after in 
2notker place, that the Geace was inward and Spiritual ? If 
ſo, whether God's ſpecial Grace, which is inware, is not 
much more than the Letter, which is outward ? If it be nor, 
why were thoſe words written in the outward Letter ? 


XX XI. Again, if none can walk in the Commands of 
God, nor ſerve him without his ſpecial Grace, which is in- 


ward ; then what manner of walking or ſervice is theirs, who 
of late have denyed the Grace which is inward, and them 


that are led by it ; which Grace the Biſhopin the Confirma- 
tin, 
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tion, Prayeth to the Lord to defend Children with ? And 
if nothing can be done of ones feif without this Grace, and 
that this Grace doth defend, and the Apoltle ſaith, bringerh 
Salvation, and by Grace ye are ſ.,ved, and the Catechiſm faith, 
this Grace is inward and ſpiritual; and allo, why are fo ma- 
ny perſecuted this day for receivirg this Grace, and power 
by it, which is 7##ward, who walk in the Commands of God, 
and ſerving him? 

X X X I. Whether Children were not tanght, that this 
inward and ſpiriturl Grace was a death unto ſin, ard a new birth 
unto righteouſneſs ? If ſo,then whether ſhall People elteem thoſe 
Common-Prayer-men to be righteſt, who directed to the 2- 
ward and ſpiritual Grace, tobring, unto a death unto fin, anda 
new birth unto Righteouſnels, or thele men, who direct unto 
the Letter without, or a Steeple-houle, or any thing elſe that 
Is outward and vilible; ſeeing the others directed to that 
which is inward and ſpiritual, which the Apoſtle faid ſaved 
them ? and whether the ſame doth not ſave now ? or whether 
the Grace of God hath not the ſame ſufficiency in-it ſelf as it 
had in the dayes ofthe Apoſtles,or in the dayes of the Jate Re- 
formers of the Common-Prayer ? And whether thoſe which 
have received this inward Grace, may not thereby increaſe in 
the ſame, and in the Spirit more and more (according to that 
in the laying on of hands? ) 

XX X111. If you will grant the Apoſtles words to be true, 
that the man was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, 
was inthe Tranſgreſſion, 1 Tim. 2. 14. then whether this be 
not dark work, or works of darkneſs, to cauſe the man to 
worſhip the woman, ſeeing they were both deceived, and in 
the Tranſgreſſion, and ſo inſtead of worſhipping God, make 
him worſhip the deceived Tranſgreſlor ? 

XXX1V. If you will grant that man was not deceived, 
but the Woman (who was firſt in the Tranſgrelſion ) Then, 
wherefore is it that Man being firſt deceived by the Woman, 
muſt now alſo worihip the Woman ? And whether this be 
God's Ordinance, or not? And did not God ordain, that 


Man ſhould rule over the Woman ? Ger. 3- 16. And wy 
f then 


= 
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then did man ordain, that man ſhould worſhip the woman ? 
And when did God ever ordain that man ſhould worſhip that 
which he had ſet him torule over? If you will grant, that 
when Peter did only contradict Chriſt in words, Chriſt e- 
ſteemed him as a Devil, ſaying, Get thee behind me Satan, 
Mat. 16. 22, 23. Then whether all the women you marry, do 
not more contradict Chriſt, both in Words and Actions,than 
Peter then did, and ſo in as bad or a worſe tate than Perer 
then was ? And if fo, then whether that man which is cauſed 
to worſhip ſuch a woman, or a woman in ſuch a ſtate, do not 
therein worſhip one that was deceived by the Devil ? 

XXXVI. But whether doth the man worſhip the woman, 
yea or nay? It hedoth, is it not evil to worihip the Crea- 
ture, or any thing elſe but God alone? It he doth not, why 
muſt he ſpeak that Lye, and fo thereby ſerve the Devil, and 
1o be conſtratned to worſhip the Devil one way, or ſerve him 
another ? 

XXX VII. Whether the man be not Head of the woman # 
and then, whether that which is head and above, muſt wor- 
{hip that which is under * And whether ſuch a joyning to- 
gether as this, for the one to worſhip the other, be of God ? 
and whether God's People, in time of Law or Goſpel, were 
ever joyned together in ſuch a Covenant ? and wigether it be 
not contrary to all Scripture and good underſtanding? And 
whether it be not time to have this put away, as is mentioned 
In the beginning ? | 

XXX VIII. Whether itbe nota piece of groſs Apoſtacy 


and Popery, for proud, coyetous Prieſts, who are in divers See _ 
tion ot ths 


*ick, 


Sins, generally to pretend power to abſolve the Sick from Sin, 
with theſe Words, 7 absolve thee from all thy Sins? And whe- 
ther moſt of the ſamePrielts will not themſelves acknowledge, 
that they are miſerable Sinners and Offenders? And can tuch 
forgive the Sins of others, and cannot leave Sin themſelves ? 
Or can they pull the Mote out of anothers Eye, before they 
have caſt the Beam out of their own ? 

XX XI X. Whether the Prieſt (though he by his own con- 
feſlion a miſerable Sinner) doth abſolve the Sick from his Sin, 
that ſo he is then free fromit ? Or doth he not ? If he doth, 


whether. 
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whether he doth not more for another, than God hath done 
for lim ? And then whence had he that Power fo to do? and 
whether any true Members of Chrilt can belicveit? It nor, 
whether therein the Prieſt be not a molt miſerable blind Lea- 
der of che Blind, and a foul Decerver of 11zkind, both at their 
coming into the World,by a pretended Regeneration, and at. 
their going out of the World by as falſe an Ablolution ? And 
whether ever there were any greater Deceivers than theſe ? 
X L. Whether the People that dye in their Sins, and the 
See Buri- Prieſts that live in their Sins, be 110t therein truly Brethren 
q of «bc together in Iniquity, ſeeing the Prieſt ſaith at the burying of 
thedead, Foraſmuch 45 it hath pleaſed God to take our dear Brother 
bere deceaſed ? 
| XL1. Whether the Prieſt doth give Gad thanks for the 
F* Chut- (afe deliverance of no other Women but ſuch as are Gods 
105 ® Servants? Or whether they are not to give God thanks for 
almoſt all Women after Child-birth? And whether all Wo- 
men that they are to give thanks for, \and do give thanks for, 
be the Servants of God, ſeeing they lay, Almiuzhry God, which 
hath delivered this Woman thy Servant ? >Or whether moſt of 
the women they give thanks tor, be not Servants of Sin, and 
led about with divers Luſts? And whether it be not one thing 
to be a Servant of Sin, and another thing to be a Servan: of 
God ? 
Sce Com- KX LII. Whether the new /7ar, which is within Children 
PUBation. 2nd People, and to be raiſed upinthem, be not Chrilt ? and 
whether Chriſt be not the Light? And whether he that is 
the rew Man, and the Light, be not the Way ? and whether 
all they be not blind that know it not? And it Chriſt the 
Light and the Way be to be known mithin the hope of Glory, 
and that the Prieſts have cauſed Children and People, who 
were ſo blind they did not know it, to go out from that which 
1s the new Man, and the Light, and the Way within, and allo 
teach them to go after, and walk in ſomething without 2 Whe- 
ther ſuch Prieſts have not theſe many Years curled themſelves 
or read the Curſe againſt themſelves, and cauſing the People 
to ſay Amen to it, in ſaying, Crr/ſed is be tht maketh the Blind 


#9 go out of his Way? ; 
A LIII, 
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XL 11. Whether the Prieſts themſelves have not pnt their 
Truſt in Man, and taken one Man and Protector aiteru aother 
tor their Defence? And whether fome of them have not been uu- 
merciful, in taking more than Ten times the value (in Goods) 
of what themie!ves demanded from men? And whether ſome 
have not been Fornicators, and ſome Covetous Perſons, and ſome 
Slanderers and Drunkards, and many Extortioners? lt not, let. 
Gods Witnels and their own Fruits teſtitie. If they are {uch, 
then whether they have not a long time read the Curle again!t 
themlelves, and that from Year to Year in thele late Ages, as 
long as they durſt do it, ſaying, Curſed are the Unmerciful, the 
Fornicators and Adulterers, and the Covetous Perſons, the Worſhip- 
pers of Images, Slanderers, Drunkards and Extortioncys * 

X LI v. Whether vhe Prieſts,that did in our Infaticy ſprinkle 
US, who are now in derilion by them called Quakers, d:d then 
by that Water and their Words, make us, or 1o many of us 2s 


they did ſo ſprinkle, the Children of God, the Members of 


Chriſt, arid the [nheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven? 1t not, 
whether did not they groſly deceive us, as alſo by after teaching, 
and per{wading us we are already regenerated, and born again 
in our Baptiſm, by which-means hindering u<,what in them lay, 
for ever looking atter it, and cauſing us to ſay we were thatwe 
were not, and {o made innocent Children ſpeak Lyes, we not. 
knowing it tobe Lyes? If they did make us fo, then what have 
they ſince done, in Reviling and ſmiting with the Tongue aid 
Pen, and writing againſt us, the Mcmbers of Chriſt, and per- 
{ecuting us the Children of God, and that fo many Years toge- 
ther; aid in cauling us, the Inheritors of the Kingdom ot Hea- 
ven, to be i{mpriſoned Year after Year, to the depriving many 
of us of our Healths, and ſome of oyr Lives, and many ot their 
Livelihoods, by ſpoiling of their Goods? And by this time ſome 
other thing then what the former Compoſers of the Comman-Prayer did 
put away, which did burden mens Conſciences, are herein by way of 

ery made manifeſt to be abuſed, yea, even the Prayers abujea; and 
ſeveral of theſe things the Minds of People will never be. quiet concern- 
:ng, as to own them again, unleſs ſome better ſatisfattton in plain ans 


ſound Words be given them, either by anſwer hereurtoe, or otherwiſe im, 


the like nature, in Love, and not by Severity; for Love and ſound 
Ll Words 
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258 In Epiffle to Friends. 
iirds may win the Hearts of thoſe, which Severity, Bonds and 


Cruelty eannct force them wits, till they are better ſatisfied con- 
cerning it. | 


Written by one that hath learned (as he was taught) To forſake 
the Devil and all bis Works, the Vantties of the wicked World, re 
hold the true Chriftian-Faith, andto keep God®s holy Will and Com- 
mandnents, and walk_in the ſame all the dayes of his Life. 


An Epiftle to all che Meetings 
in Dorletſhire. 


'$' Nee more amT moved to viſit 'yonwith an Epiltle of plain 
words, from the free and powerful operation of divine 
Love, unto the ſeed which in many lieth oppreſſed, by reaſon of 
that which through diſobedience doth hinder the growth thereof, 
io that many come not into the Life of Truth, which in the 
power of God was declared unto you, whoſe hearts at that 
time were much broken, and true deſires in many raiſed ; but af- 
terwards not ſtanding in the Croſs to your wills, in Obedience to 
the Light, to receive the Judgment due to that ground, from 
whence Tranſyreſſion arifeth, whereby the Enmity might be 
lain, the love of the World rooted out, and that ruled over with 
the perfect Law of God, which was not ſabject to it, that the 
Law of the Spirit of Life, your minds might be alwayes exer- 
ciled in, thereby to be made free from the Law of lin and death ; 
that fin might not reign in your mortal Bodies, but that through 
the power of the Crols of him, who is the Light, the ſinful Luſts 
of th ce fleſh might be mortified, and you led by the Light through 
the Law, by it to have the Tranſgreſlion thereof tn you in every 
Particular diſcovered, that every one: might deny and ſtand out 
'of that , which leads into the Tranſgreſſion thereof, ſeeing 
withthe Light, that mot one jor nov tittle thereof ſhallipaſs, till all 

be 


od 


In Epilkle to Friends. 259 
be fulfiled ; and the Righteouſneſs thereof is to be fulfilled in you, 
by your humble and faithful following of him (that worketh in 
us) who cannot tranſgreſs the Law, who being made as a Ser- 
vant under the Law, to him you are all to come and ſee the Law 
ſtand in force, over every one that doth tranſgreſs, which L'mw 
7s added becauſe of ſm, and that which ſaveth the Soul- doth not 
make It void, - nor mittigate the power thereof againlt any one 
that ſins wilfully, after the knowledge of the Truth received, 
butupon ſuch the Wrath {of God abideth, which is miniſtred 
forth through the Law, with Trbalation, Anguiſh and Wo upor: 
every Soul that doth Ewil , fo Trouble, Torment and Vexation of 
Spirit cometh upon ſuch, who turn aſide from the ſimplicity of 
the Goſpel, and let the ſpirit of the world reign over them, not 
being faithful in the little, which from God they had received, 
by the powerful miniſtry of his living Truth that the ſmalleſt or 
all ſeeds in them might ſpring, with obedience, through the 


whole body of the Earth, under which it lieth, and by it in many . 


is oppreſſed ; and ſuch in whom it 1s fo, arein many Doubts 
=_ Reaſonings, from that ground out of which Unbelicf doth 
ariſe. 

And then the Mind being from the Light, a hardneſs comes in, 
and the Revellious take entrance; and ſo that which is worſe 
than before: gets ſtrength, which being joyned unto, leads in a 
{ecret- deformity, farther from the Witneſs then ever; ſo thar 
then the good Savour comes to be loſt, and the Underſtanding 
darkned, not knowing the true motion, and often a carcleis 
Spirit gets head, and fuch are from the true Love ard (utfering 
Seed in themſelves, and ſo not joyned in the Coverart of Love 
and Peace,with them that zbide therein, the which they feeing, a 
diſcontent ariſcth therein in the mind ; ſo &id Carr, he murmur- 
ed at the other, but the Fault was in himſelf, for Sin lay at the 
Poor; and it is Sin to tranſpreſs againſt that which is Perfect ; 
and the Light is the perfect gift of God, and his Gifts are Per- 
feCt, and in the Ligkt thereis no Evil, and the Light is to lead 
out of that which is ImperfeCt, & they that err from the Lirht are 
in the ſtrife and fleſhly will : And the other Eye ſeeks for evil;and 
then that kindlcs a Firein = ns. and cats asa Worm, my 

2 ® 


tw. ths. Ate 


a9 4 aeatros + <,0-0.7 0 Ws £7 : «2 
—_— x cr wt Te * 4% 
% WP . a 2 . ©-vÞ 


*. 
" 


4 wt 7 8 
ct 5 PE 2s» 
<, x. ng "= 
: _ OE OY Y ? * mx Sac OH Fa 


Ops» oo * +) 
ye Os 
; _ 


JECLIED 
ute. rao ht: Ov 


- £223 Inns 
oY 0 


i RE. 


$44 W £ 
ERR Das 


F 
* 
s 
$ 
#. 
5 


Ws 1 


: YE4 
5 
Pr ved. 


26 AnEpilſfle to Friends, 


fo drowns that from whence true Love ſhould ariſe, as deep 
a5 the depth of the Sea, and nothing but raging Waves 
over it, ſometimes ready to vent forth its own ſhame, and dif- 
cover the nakedneſs of it {e!f and others, which begets its Image 
in the mizds of them that regard it, ſoas to come under it, or 
Iet it have entrance In them : And where theſe things are, there 
15 little. increaſe within or without, bur Truth lufters, and the 
World takes advantage, and the Weak ſtumile, for whom 


Chriſt dyed, ard the Lamibs hurt, and their dear Life grieved. 


Ard fo theſe things are far from anſwering the dear and tender 
Call ard Viſitation of the Lord ; and then, if not faithful in lit- 
tlz, when can ſuch come to rule, or how can they receive the 
bluſing of God, being joyned to that which he hath curſed ? 
What thall I ay to ſuch? or with what Words lhall I find en- 
trance in them ? Surely if I had nota Word to write, I would 
mourn in ſecret for them! Oh fruitleſs Trees, dry Branches, 
tool1jh Virgins, unprofitable Servants, take heed leſt the Lord 
tpuc you out of his Mouth ! What ſhould the Lord do for you, 
tat he fiath not done ! My Bowels within me are troubled for 
»1, and I even mourn under the burthen of your Iniquities. 

How is it that. you delight in other Lovers ? and what is it in 
you that keeps you from the powerof Truth? How long ſhall 
tne Lord ſtretch forth his Hand to them that rebel againſt the 
{.izhr? Ard how often have you grieved the Spirit of the Lord? 
And why is it that he is provoked to Jealoufie every day ? Will 
not the Lord viſit for theſe things? And can the Wicked go un- 
paniihed ? Turn ye now therefore, O ye Rebellious! and let 
the Double-minded fear and tremble before the God of Power ; 
for no Peace have | to preach for the Wicked, nor Pearls for the 
Swine, in which the Unclean is entred : Let your Hearts now 
therefore be opened, and let Judgment come upon. that which is 
above the Seed, and fink down into the Houſe of Mourning, that 
the Priioner may hear my Voice. 

And now you that are honeſt, tender, faithful , willing 
ard obedient, dear is my Love unto you, the Lord God eternal 
preſerve you dear Babes, and give you up your Lives, and praiſe 
his endleſs rich love, who hath called you to come our of the. 


\orld. My dear Friends, let my Fathers loye ariſe in you, even 
| the 
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the Gme which 1 now feel towards you; and let me come near 
unto you in the power of my Fathers love, that you may feel my 
Life, and partake with me of the hidden Treaſure, that your 
Hearts may be open to me again, from the feeling of the Power 
of the coverant of Life, that in him I may ſalute you, who is at 
the Fathers Right Hand : For unte you, O ye Children of the 
Light! is my Heart enlarged, and toward you doth the Power 
of my Life ariſe from the ſtreams of unlimitted Love,which from 
all the World is hid, and reſerved in the Boſom of the Father, 
for the meek and tender Lambs, for whom the Milk is prepared, 
and to whom the Bread is tobe given, and the ſure Waters that 


never ſhall fail. 

Let the Light ariſe in you, my dear Ones, that with it your 
Hcarts may be opened one to another, that you may know that 
the Lord is a God of Power, and near at hand unto the Humble, 
that in his Love you may be kept, and by his Power bedefended, 
and ſo from ſtrength to ſtrength in his fear to walk, and to come 
at laſt to be a People ſaved from Death, and redeemed from the Cor- 
rptions of the Fleſh. 

And walk in the Life of Righteouſneſs, to preach forth the. 
Innocency of the Lamb in uprightneſs, through a ſuffering ſtate, 
and therein to glorifie him, whom in Spirit and Truth you are 
to ſerve forever more, ſo your Life may, be renowned with him 
forever, and your Souls repleniſhed in the bountifulneſs of his 
Love, whereby Fruits in you may abound, to the glory of his 
Grace, and you become rich inevery good Word and Work. 

And all you that are weak, who meet with many Hardſhips, 
and Tryals, and Temptaticns within and without, be ye not 
therefore diſcouraged nor moved, but ftill mind that the Lord is 
ableto deliver, and ſtill on him in much Patience wait, that in 
the due time you niay come toreap. And truly Friends, in faith- 
fulneſs you will come to know the Lord to miniſter ſtrength to 
the weak, and give power to the faint, that the ſmall thing in 
you may become great, ai:d the barren become fruitful ; for in 
him, who is the Light, the plentious Redemption ws, and he it is 


that /uccours and ſaves in the time of need, and as 1 and delivers. 
in the ime of diſtreſs; and he will not leave the Humble Comfertleſs, 


nor forſake the Meck of the Earth, neither can the. Lord orgs 
| iS 
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* his Covenant of Peace with the Seed of Facob, though it be but as 
a Worm in the Earth: 

And you who utter Bonds, Impriſonments or loſs of Goods for 
his ſake, who hath called you out of the World, dear is my love 
unto you, and precions is the faithful ſuffering Sced in you to me, 
who alfo with you ſuffer, both within, and in outward Bonds, 
_—_ the Crown of rejoycing that through a ſuffering ſtate is 
maniteſt to the Seed, which through ſuffering comes to live for- 
ever; andthe Life is that which will uphold, in the meaſure 
whereof manifeſt in you : The power of the Lord preſerve you. 
that you may feel Truth kept clear in you, and prelerved blame- 
leſs by you, that the Priſoner of hope in you may Reign over its 
Adverlaries, and you feel the Power of the Lord ſtrengthning 
the ſpoiled againlt the ſtrong, that under it the other may bow, 
that to the humble Life of the Lamb ſlain, all Nations may be- 
come ſubject. | 

Andall conſider, that he that is the Wonderful Counſellor, ' who 
faith, / am the Light; In it therefore wait, the counſel of the 
Lord to receive : And all take heed of going out from that, to 
fet up a fortn of barren Words without, neither butld ye the 
things which began to be deſtroyed, but all take heed of varr: 
Talkers, high Boaſters, and ſuch, who by a multitude of Words, 
darken that in yon whichis to give the knowledge of him, whoſe 
Kingdom confiſteth not of Words; for many ſee things afar off, ang 
ſpeak too ſoon and too much, and out of the true fear, whoſe 
Words feed that above the Seed in many, who live thereby ; and 
it burthens the Sced in fome tender Lambs, ſo that it which 
ſhould live in them is kept in Death. And fo ſuch Talkers, with 
their many Words, do ſcatter the Flock, and cauſe Strife, be- 
ing ſeparated from the ſiffertng Seed withm, and ſo cannot fuf- 
fer one with another, and things are out of God's Wiſdom, and 
out of Unity and true Brotherly Love z and then the Mouthes 
of the Heathen are opened againſt you all, and the precious 
Truth of God ſuffers : Therefore its better all ſuch were ſilent, 
and that in the true fear you come to wait on the Lord, that the 
power of his Life might be opened in every particular; and 
then if that ſpeak a Word or two, it will hurt none, but be 
received by all that fear the Lord, and that my Soul loveth ; =_ 
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this I know and feel, that many Words are ſpoken, which'mur- 
der the Life int he Meek. ; 

Therefore where theſe things are, let it be ſearched into with 
the Light in every particular, that the true thing in all may ariſe, 
and act, and lead, and guide in Meeknels and true Fear, that 
the Powerof God in you all you may come unto. 


And let all your Meetings be kept as in the dreadful Awe and Preſence 
of God; and meet together often, that the Seed through Death may 
come, to which my Love is dear, in which Love, which comes from 
God, his Arm of Power preſerve you all, which is both my Deſire 
and Prayers to God, whom in the meaſure of his living Truth,l ſerve 
mm my Spirit, and for which now I ſuffer Bonds, whoto ſome of you 
_ be felt in that which is more near unto many of you, than the 

ame 


Humphry Smich, 
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To the deſpiſed, rejefted and perſecuted 
Lambs of ( hriſt in the County of Dorler. 


On whom the Lord God of Life hath viſtted with his Ever- 
laſting Loving-kindneſs, in a day of Salvation, and in an 
acceptable year hath the Lord fought after you, who from him 
were going aſtray inthe frowardneſs of your Wills, and hangh- 
tineſs of your vain Minds, whereby your Souls were kept in 
Death, out of which the Lord is now come to redeem, and ga- 
ther you, his long loſt ſheep,in his everlaſting Arms of unlimited 
Love, home unto the reſt-eternal, where Peace and Plenty is 
within the Walls that are Salvation, and the Gate of everlaſting 
Peace; within which the redeemed of the Lord do dwell, and 
their reſt is gloriouſly glorified withthe preſence of the moſt 
High, who comes to rule in the Kingdoms of men ; and ſet his 
Righteouſneſs ard Judgment in the Earth, whereby the meek of 
the Earth ſhall rejoyce, andthe Mourning ſeed fhall be _— 
Leu 
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. ted, becauſe of him that exccuteth true Judgment upon the head 
of the Wicked, which ruled over the growing [ced,which crycth 
nntothe Lord in the hour of diltre{s, and mourned for him who 
15 tle bright Morning Star, whoſe lightnings begin now to en- 
l:glten the Earth, and ſhine out of Darknels, to give the know- . 
ledge of God in the ſenlible feeling part of the heart,wi:ich comes 
to be made ſoft and tender thereby,lo that its wrought intoGods 
love, which melts thcHills and ſhakes the Mountains, and divides 
aſunder, that an open wayzfair & clear may be made for tte long- 
ing breathing ſeed to ſpring out of Bondage, and fecl Gods 
Mercy ſhowered down as the latter Rainupona dry and thirſty 
Land,where' y the Lillies grow,and the Vine yields her [ncreaſc, 
ard the Olive tlowriſhes, and Clothing from the God of Rigt.- 
tecouſneſs comes to cover the mourning naked Birth, who hath 
no ſtrength nor help but from the Lord God of Mercy, who ts 
the Father of the Fatherleſs, and the HzlIper of the Helpleſs, who 
alfo hears the Cry of the Needy, and knows the mind of 
the Spirit, and hath pity on all Son's Mourners, and Compaſſion 
of all the faint, and he is helping the Priſoner out of the Pit, 
whereby the Captive comes to be let at liberty, and the opening 
of the Priſon Door is felt by the Lambs and Children of the 
Day, whounto the day of Salvation are come, wherein God, 
even our God is ſhining out of Z:on, -the redeemed of the Lord, 
the perfetion of Beauty unto all the World; and all Nations 

who have been high ſhall now be brought down into the Valley, & 

there will Chriſt, the Lord of Hoſts, plead in the cool of the day 
with all Fleſh, and falicn man z and the day is come that the Hea- 
then ſhall be weakned, and the ſtrength of the Mighty ſhall fail; 
and he that handleth the Bow, ard the Shicld, and the Spear, 
ſhall not deliver himſelf, but the mighty man ſhall fall inthe 

Streets, and the ſtrong man ſhall utterly faint, ard Wiſdom ſhall 
periſh from the Wiie, and Underſtanding from the Prudent; 

and Judges ſhall be led away Fools, and the Honourable ſhall be 
laid in the Duſt, and no Weapon formed againſt the Righteous 

Seed ſhall proſper; for of a truth the Lord is with us, and in 

vain doall the Potſherds of the Earth ſtrive againit the Lamb, and 

his meek Spirit in his Members 3 for though they Fine one, and 

Whip agother, and Impriſon many,yet the day is come; tlat _y 

| ihall 
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Shall fall down under the Priſoners, and bow down under the 
Slain; for the Lord our God is riſen over them all, and he cven 
Jaughs them to ſcorn,and will have them in derifion : Therefore 
be ye {till and quiet,O ye flock of the moft high,and let theBoun- 
tifulreſs of God's everlaſting Love break the Earthly Pitchers, 
and teel Gods unlimitted Power fighting for you, whoare now | 
to be quiet for a little ſeaſon, and you ihall ſee the deſtruction of 
the wicked, and the overturning of the ſeats of the ungodly, who 
are all but as Chaffbefore the wind, & as ſtubble ready dryed he- 
fore the fire of God's Jealoulic, which will ſhortly ſmoke againſt 
his Enemies, who ſhall vaniſh like ſmoke when our God 2riſcth 
to contound Babel, and overturn the foundation of the Wicked ; 
for great Babel is come in remembrance before. our God, who is 
now giving her Blood to drink, and the day is at hand, that 
Vengeance ſhall be poured forth upon the head of the Wicked, 
and Flames of everlaſting Burning upon the Whore, the Braſ: 
and the falſe Prophct,ard all they that commit Fornication wit! 
ſtrange fleſb, and they thall now be taken and caſt alive, ſenſible 
of Gods Wrath, into the. Lake that burneth. forever and ever ; 
yea, the day isat hand, and the Ungoely ſhall not eſcape. 
Therefore, ye Sonsand Daughters of the moſt High, lift up 
your Heads, behold, your Redemption draweth nigh, therefore 
rejoyce in the Lord forever ; and again, I ſay, Rejoyce, for your 
Redcemer cometh, riding upon the Wings of the Wind, a Fire 
devoureth befcre him, and behind him a flame burneth ; behote, 
his Reward is with him, and his Work before him, aid long his 
Enemies ſhall rot ſtand, but the overflowing Scourge {hall paſs 
over them all, and their* Covenant with Hell jthall be broken, 
and their Agrecment with Death thall Le Cillanulled, 2nd their 
Shame and Nakednefs ſhall appear to tie view of all Nations, 
and their Whoredoms ſhall be made manitelt in the {ichr of all 
People, and the Nations afar off jhall liits at them, ard they 
thall become a By-word and a Hilling to them atar off: 
Wherefore, be ye ſtill and quict, O ye Children of the Light! 
commune with your own Hearts,and be {till in your own Cloſets, 
and fret not your ſelves becaute of the Ungodly, for his day is 
ſhort, and e*er long his place ſhall not be found, ard in the nican 
zime your Patience comes to be excrciſed ; and by tie Tyranny 
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ol the Wicked, ard the Oppreſſion of the Mercileſs, your Faith 
15 tryed, and bleſſed forever are they who love not their Lives 
nor Goods more than Chritt the Light, but follow him unto the 
end, wio Is deipiled of men, contemned of the Wiſe, and 
confulted againſt by the Rulers of the Earth, who are now lifting 
up their beaitly Power unto Heaven, and are laying Snares and 
ſetting Traps to catch the Innocent, and are openly blaſpheming 
th God of the Seed of Abraham, whom they call Quakers, who 
confeis we are Strangers and Pilnrims on the Earth. 

And all you who ſtand fall in the Faith, that reſpects no man's 
Perſon, end you that in patience endure the ſpoling of your 
Goods, the [mpriſfoning or Whipping of your Perſons; and all 
you, in whom there is honeſt ceſires begotten after the living 
Truth of the God of Life, even to you all my Bowels of Love 
do reach, and of your ſufferings I do partake, and my Prayer 
and Hearts defireto God, for you Night and Day with Tears, 
is, That you may be preſerved wntothe end; and thisI write from 
2 trug ſence and feeling of you, your Safferings and Conditions, 
whofare tryed divers wayes both within and without; but faint 
n0t,Wy dear Lambs,the Lord God will never break Covenant,nel- 
L theycan he leave or forſake the faithful ; Therefore only truſt in 
| :theWerd and be ſtill; for the Lord of Hoſts is fighting for yon, yea, 
8 | it 15 10, and all your Enemies ſhall be but as the duſt of the Earth, 
HA and as the mire in the ſtreets; ſo ſhall the Lamb in Meekneſs 
fl * Trample upon them al. 

"And my dear Friends, now the Everlaſting Love of God unte 
you hath appeared,with the ſame Love come to love one another, 
| | ard be watchful one over another; and in the Light meet often 
f tepether, and be not ſoon ſhaken in mind, and ſo turn from the 
": trueGuide,as icme have done,and that which is out of the Light, 


5 ; - with it j1Cge in witdom and meeknels, that yon may anſwer that 
167 of God in 2ll, who contrary to the Light do act, but of rath 
"1+ Fidgment ſee that you all beware, but rather in love wait to re- 
f tore are build vpone another; and noneof you depart out of 
F Gods foar, but be low, fingle-hearted, plain and honeſt, with- 
T2T aut any By-covering, or Dedble-wiededaeds but as Doves and 
"i Lambs 18 the gocly ſ:mplicity all walk, not as Strangers unto, 
got - &r High-mingdedse!s one over another, but in Love to ſerve; 
158 ai.d 
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and let your Minds be kept on the Eternal Inviſible things, and 
let Faith, Love, Meekneſs and Vertue abound in you, 1o that 
the work of God proſper in and by you. Truly Friends, the 
Love of the Lord is towards you, and he will make you a bieilirg 
and a praiſe over the Earth ; and if you ſtand in his Counſel, yer: 
67 9M ſhall be confounded and overturned : Believe it, it mult 
' be ſo. 

And you, the Yewels of the Lord ſhall be Crowned with Eter- 
nal Dominion, and the Lord of Glory will be your God, and 
Peace,Righteeuſneſs and Plenty (hall you enjoy forever: Wherefors 
faint not, O ye ſced of Abraham, who are Strangers aud Pil- 
2rims on the Earth, but let the meek be encouraged, and ths 
tender nurſed up, in the everlaſting Arms of Gods endleſs Loye. 
and let none turn back becauſe of the Enemy that ſtandeth up 
before, butall joyn battel with the Lamb ; and Sog and Mages, 
and all Nations that riſe up, and gather themſelves together a- 
gait you, the beloved of the Lord, they arc all but as the ri- 
{ing up of Smoke, and as Chatt before the Wind, ſonuſt they 
e*cr long be driven away : Have you not ſcen the Overturning 
and the Confounding of them that were againſt God and good- 
neſs, who raged much afainſt you, as theſe do now ? And wil! 
not the Lord once more qyerturn ? Yea, it ſhall be ſo; for the 
Blood-thirſty Prieſts and perlecuting Officers mult follow aiter : 
for though Pharoah, and all his Hoſt were overturned, yet the 
Moabites, nor the Canaanites would not take warring : But re- 
joyce not thou, when thine Enemy falleth, nor becauie the De- 
vils are made {ſabject, but feel thy Name written amone!t the 
Living. | 

Ard now to the Lord Godef Life I commit you 2!l, ard te 
the Guidance of the meature of his Spirit of Holineſs; and 
the Bleſſing of the moſt higi be upon you every one that is taith- 
ful, now and for cyermore ; and the preſence of Lerd be in alt 
your Mectings. | 


- Humphry) Irith, 
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Er Brethren, Fricnds ard Dabes in Chriſt, who are begcet- 

F ten again by the \Word of Power, and born of the lm- 
mortal Sced, whom God kat raiſcd up in the Day of his Love, 
aid gathered into his Covenant of Life, with whom my Heart is 
joyned in the Lite of Righteoniizels, where the ſweet favour of 
divine Love is ſctt, as healing O31, blefled forever and ever be 
the Fountein from whence it comes, whereby the heart 1s made 
gladunto God, and the weary Soui refreſhed 5 Beauty and Ex- 
cellency remaineth in the Life forever, and durable Righteouſ- 
neis inhaviteth therein : Let the humble rejoyce becauſe of its 
Beauty, and let the mcek be glad for evermore ; let the Earth 
be quict and ſtill, and let the Inhabitants therein feel the Vilſita- 
tion of Lilc, where God's day of brightneſs dawneth in the 
Hearts of his choſen, where Peace abideth forever, and the 
Light moſt gloriouſly doth ſhine, which expels the Darkneſs far 


away, and icatters the Clouds of the Night ; Love then ſprings - 


:Þ from God, and Life and Virtue doth nouriſh his tender Plant, 
vnexpreſlibly is it received therein, and the Father's Mercy more 
{rcct than the fineſt Honey, with this may all Gods Plants be 
nouriſhed, and your breathing deſires anſwered, and longing 
Souls ſatisfied ; then may you all lie down together, receiving 
Goc's blciling of Life, and grow up in the Power thereof, as 
the holy Building of God, to ſhew fo 

rious Name, by walking in the Virtuous Life, that the Father 
2nd Begettor of your true Deſires for evermore may be honour- 
£d, and you adelightſom ſavour of Life untohim, to be joyned 
tn his Covenant Immortal, where God, who is Love, dwelleth 
in the Light, which no Eye of fleſh can behold, nor theflzſhly 
Birth come near, nor the polluted enter within his Dwellings, 
nor the Tranſgreſſor of the Law come with his burden into this 
City of Reſt,” where.the Lambis the Light, and the bleſled Sab- 
{oth is kept, who feel the liberty of the Seed Immortal, may 
ſee, andread, and underſtand, even the unutterable things of 
God, whole Power, Love, Mercy, Compaſſion and Peace may 
many of you feel ſometimes -in your own hearts, which is to 
draw you to himſelf, that you might love him again forever, 


above 
2 


rth the Praiſe of his Glo-. 
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3bove all things that arecreated by him, that in his Power, which 
was before it, you may come over it all, to him again, and inthe 
{ame Power, with him, over it torcign, and the Creaturesto rule 
in his Wiſdom, that your Souls may be kept clean to God, ard 
you ſarCtificd to himſelf, a fit Habitation for him forever. 


The Lord God Almighty help, keep and preſerve all Friends, that 
all may ſtand inthe day of [ryal, and finiſh your Tſt12ony with 


Peace. 
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One Hundred and Forty four 
Lines of ſecret inward Melody and 


Praiſe to the Lord. 


FF Rook ſhall fing of thee, O ! that I could declare 
| Who doſt my Soul defend, Unto the ſons of men 
Whoſe Life hath ſaved me, Hu Gifts and Rules rare, 
Who didſt my Wayes amend : Which he hath yet for them, 

Whoſe ftrength hath me upheld, O ! that my heart conld dire 
Whoſe Love 1s with me ſtill, The goodneſs of hus Love, 

Whoſe Grace deth virtue yield; Or that mypen could write, 
Who haſt taught me thy will. | His Mercies yet above. 

O! bleſſed be thy Name, \ O! that [ might expreff, 
Who haſt my Life redeem'd, With Heart, with Tongue or Pen; 
That 1 may ſound the ſame, Flis ſweet delight ſomneſs, 

With them thou haſt eſteem'd. Reſervd for upright men. 
O! let me now rejoyce, | O! that I could wifold, 
Hnd praiſe the Lord my ſtrength, | Or tn meekueſs declare, 
Who long hath been my choice, | His ſtrength, which mak; th buld, 
Hnd drawn my dayes in length. | And keepeth fromthe Snare. 
He bold, 
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Behola, his Throne ss Love, 
His Seat u Mercy pure, 
Deſcending from above, 
{s be both day and hour. 
Bei old, his Glory ſhines 
Unto his Fewels rare, 
He viſits them betumes, 
Hhen they in Darkneſs are. 
Behold, his Heart 1s bent 
Towards bu little Ones, 
His Love their hearts dath rent, 
And in his Virtue comes, © 
Behold, he draweth near 
T'o all the Poor and Weak, 
And he to them is dear, 
Who ty! therms not forſaks. 
ada, he doth ariſe, 
In Mizht, Virtue and Power, 
To bring in his loſt prize, 
Into his refuge Tower. 
The weak he doth defend, 
The poor hel fill uphold; 
For th* needy hel contend, 
And rive them more than Gold. 
His Lambs he ſtill doth lead, 
His little One: hel teach : 
The Hungry have his Bread, 
The Thirſty he*l refreſh. 
He makes the Feoble ſtrong, 
He makes the Barren bare, 
He leads the Blind along 
Into the Light moſt clear. 
He cometh as a Dew 
In heat of Surmmer time 
Upon his Plants below, 


That forth their Fruit may ſhine. 


He feedeth every Babe, 
He ſeereth every Loſt , 


Some Lines of P2aiſe to the Lo2d, 


His Love doth ntver fades 
For hts he ſpares no Coſt, 
His Virtue and his Strovgth, 


His Wiſdom and his Power 
He give; to hu at length, 


find they of him are ſure. 
He never acth forſake 


| Hlis dear and litile Flick, 


Ibo of that Bread partake 
That's hidden in the Rock. 

The Heavens and the Earth 
He nith himſelf Dath fill ; 
He awelleth in our Hearts, 
And doth reveal hs Wil. 

He maketh known his Wiy, 
That all his Flock ſhall go, 
And them in light Aray 
For to withſtand the Foe. 

He helps in timg of need. 
He leaves not in diſtreſs, 

He doth effeft the Deed, 
To Mankhe gives redreſs. 

He caſteth down to Hell, 

His Power #9 o great, 

He doth the Liumg kill, 

And wone can him defeat. 

He raiſeth from the Grave, 
And makes the Dead alive ; 
From him there”s none can ſave, 
IVor in his abſence thrive. 

Hes alwayes near at hand 
Frem trouble to deliver. 

He's joywd with his in Band 

To live with them forever. 
No God is like to him, 

No Honaur like to his, 

No man 1s ſaid to win, 


Whoſe Soul ;5 loft from bliſs. 
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Os praiſe him all ye Saints, - Then Praiſes ſhall be had, 


Who feel bs vertue near > Then Worſhip ſhall be free. 
Unto him ſtil give thanks, Then Comfort ſhall aþour © 
Whe 1s our Father dear. In all true mourning Lam: , 
Let wick:d men lament, And Goſpel free ſhall found 
Let all Vngodly how! : Throughout all Nation Lads. 
1 oo late ſhall ſome repent, The time hereof 's at hand, 


When down his Judgments row'e. The Captives ſhall be free 
When Babes twrn'd in Lake, Gods Seed im every Land, 

IWhen the Beaſt is thither thrown, By him ſhall gathered be. 

When.Drunkards recl and ſhake, Let Friends rejoyce 11 fear, 


When Wrath is poured down. Let fear in love abound, 
When Vengeance much | might Let Thouſands more draw near, 
It pour'd on the Whore, For we the Pearl have found. 
And all ſecret Deceit | Jet all in Patience dwell, 
Deſtroy'd forever more. And in the Lord ftill truſt, 
Then Sion ſhall be glad, That we in Love excell, 
Then God ſhall honenred be, Is which with you I reſt. 


As I walkingalone in my cloſe Prifon at Wincheſter, npon the 
24th of the 5th Moneth, 1662. in much Quietneſs, Meekneſs 
and inward Refreſbings, by the riſing vertue of Gods refreſhing 
Love, theſe Lines began torun gently through me, with Melody 
in my Heart to the Lord; and when 1 was free in my ſelf to 
write, it departed not from me, but came ſo eaſic and ſo faſt, as 
{ conld well write, whereby in a very little part of the ſaid day 
this was begun and finithed with my own Hand : Yet would { 
not have it looked upon to be a great thing, nor a pattern or cx- 
ample for others to run into the like. 

For ſince I came into the Life and Obedience of Truth, I durſt 
rot write any thing thus in Verſe until this day and time 3 nei- 
ther was there the lealt thought in me thus to write, until the 
very inſtant. For writing in Meeter 1s apt to beget a liglitnets 
in ſome Readers, and make way for too much, or a wrong Li- 
berty in others, todo the like, but not in the true fear, which 1s 
the continual Refuge .of 

Hhumphry Smith. 
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Hidden thinss made manifeſt by theLight, 
In a p:ain Diftinion between 


Condemnation & Temptation. 


Wherein is ſhewed 


How the Rinhreous Law of (God is mint/Fred po! the 


Tranſzrejſor, and hw it is to be by all recivel, as 
' 4 Schoulmaſter to c:me to Chriſt, by bim to have 
the in dune away forever. : 
Alſo, of Temprat.on, what it is, and how it may be 
known C& diſcerned from Condemnation. 
With a Direction to them who profeſs the knowledge 


Concerning the Miniſtration of Condemnation. 


of Truth, and live not in the power of God. 
He World being ſet in man's Heart, and Sin being in 
the World before the Promiſe was made, which Pro- 


8 miſe was before the Law, by which the S:» 75 diſcover- 
ed; which Sin was inthe World before the Promiſe, yet the 
Promiſe was before the Law; and yet until the Law comes, 
Death reigns over that to which the Promite is, and Sx ſepararerh 
”an from God, the which is not clearly ſeen until the Command- 
ment (which is Light) is come, the Miniſtration whereof is Con- 
demnation unto Man, being found in the Tranſgreſlion ; the 
which Miniſtration of Condemnation is to paſs over all, having 


ſinned; and when this cometh. it finds man in the Death, ard 


by it is Gn revived, whereby man comes to ſee a-Body of Sin, 
Which 


< 
! 
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which tands between him and God, lo that he is afraid of rhe 
dreadful Power of God, miniltred forth through the Law,to llay 
him that hath tranſgreiled, the which ſome coming to lee, or in 
the lealt meaſute to feel, call ita Temptation, becauſe it maketh 
him fentible, that. Condemnation belongeth to him, and that all 
his Proteſſion and building upon the Promiſe, in that which the 
Promile was not unto; and ſeeing, that if he lie down to re- 
ceive this Miniſtration, that then all his Profeſlion and Know- 
ledge, Zeal, Wiidom and Prayers (which did ariſe out of that 
ground which was curſed by reaſon of the tin that was iv the 
World before either the Promiſe, the Profeſſion, or the Law) 
will be all ript up from him, as filthy Rags,. ard that his ſhame 
and nakedneſs muſt appear, as its written, Every mouth ſhall be 
ſtopped, and every one foul ſtand guilty before God, and no Darkneſs, 
no ſhadow of Death ſhall hide the workers of Inquity from the mighty 
hand of God, who brings to judgment the hidden things of Darkneſs, 
and rips open the ſecrets of the Heart, ſo that the moft ſecret Sin+ 
that ever were Committed are clearly made manifeſt,and juſtly charged 
«pon the head of the Tranſgrefſor, who ſtands in Enmity ts God, whe 
will wound the head of the Tranſoreſſor, and plead in Righteouſnejs 
with him, 'in whom the ſin u found, though net made manifeſt unit 
the time that the Law us come, by which it is diſcovered. 

And this Miniſtration of Condemnation 1s not a 7 emprt ator; 
though many call it fo, who being blind, put Darknels for | ight, 
and Light for Darkneſs; for that which ſheweth man kis tin, 
doth not tempt man to ſin, but rather brings man in tear that he 
may not lin 5 for becauſe of ſin was the Law addcd;, and the Law 
was given atter much of the Love, Prefer vation, Power, Deli- 
yerances, and the Wonders of the Lord had been ſeen, ard it 
yas given in the Wilderneſs, where tomerime there was want of 


| Bread and Water, where was Serpents, Scorpions ard many 


Tryals, where the figure of him who was to heal the wounded, 
and take away the ſting of death, and ſave the Lite of man, was 
lifted up on high without them ; the which figure or outward bo- 
dily Appearance, was prepared by Mefes : Ard Chrilt had a 
body preparcd him, both wilich the carnal Eye might tee, and 
the carnal Mind contend about { even as the Devil about the bs. 
dy of Aeſes) butthe Subſtance ot tbe ®igure, Chris the Livke, 
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Gods power, being not received within, in the heart, and ſo ffn 
(the tran{frefſion of the Law) remains within, and the figure or 
that which the natural Eye did or may fee, was and is looked 
upon Without; and that without Goth not take away the ſin with- 
in; and thcie knew n2t the Ways of God, who linned, and at 
lait loathed the Manna (cailing it {1ght bread) in the Wilderneſs, 
even there was the Law Miniltred ; they whoſe eyes are open 
may rcad and underitand 

And where the Law was given forth, there was a Mount, or 2 
high place of the Earth, which then trembled by reaſon of the 
dreattul Power of the Lord of Hoſts ; and beneath or under the 
Mount was the Seed and 1/-acl of God, which was to keep the 
Law and Life { Read within and wnderſtand}] and yetby reaton of 


that which was hard upon the heart, there was a crying ont with 


Dread, and Horror, and Fear, That the Lord might ſpeak no more, 
leſt they dye, and fo that which 1s hard upon the heart, in the 
which by the Law (which 1s Light) fin is found, that is it 
which is atraid to receive the Law, and come near the Darkneſs, 
and Thunders, and Tempelts; and fo, though many do talk of 
the Law (being a School-malter to Chriſt) yet they are much 
afrailto receive the Afimiftration of Condemnation, as their Fa- 
this were, who might have boaſted, that they were the People of 
God, his only choten flock, and that the Land of reſt was pro- 
-2:;e4 19 them, and that they had fed upon the Paſfover (and 
yetthey periihed before they came to that which was promiſed, 
who arc cit foran Example) and they might have boaſted and 
talked much of the goodnefs of God, and of his wonders, and 
of his preſence being with them, and of their own experiences 
therein, 'and that therefore they were not to come under the 
f{\iniftration of Condemnation, and fear, and horror, and trem- 
bling, and altoniſhment, and that they need not now to be a- 
fraid of God, who had ſhewed them ſo much love and mercy : 
And many inch things might they have pleaded, as moſt profeſ- 
fing People do now, who can talk of promiſes and deliverances, 
and of ChritÞ, and his Merites and Righteouſneſs, and Juſtifica- 
con, and Redemption (finiſhed without them) and eſpecially 
of Ordinances, and their own experiences of the Power of God, 
but are yet in their fins, having not received the thing promiſed, 

x "neither 
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xeither come to him who is the end of the Law, and maketh an 
end of lin, whom many fatisfic their vain Minds with talk- 
ing of him with the ſame Tongue that uſeth deceit ; and pro- 
felling him who is the end of the Law, but the Law they delpiie, 
holding the Truth of God in the unrighteous Ground, whicn 
by the mighty power of God, through the Miniitration of tne. 
Law, is to be ſhaken and removed, as 1t is written, S:n4: alfo wat 
moved, and al |ſrael rrembled, and Moles did fear and quake; and 
ONCce more will the Lord ſhake not only the Earth, but the Hea- 
yens alſo, and then ſhall the Foundation of the Hypocrites be 
overturned forever. 
For though the Name of God and Chriſt be profefed, yet if 
1o{ci's Law be deſpiled, ſuch dye without Mercy ; for the Law 
15 to remoyethe Iniquity, which doth with-hold the Mercy aud 
the good things from man; and in the end of the Law 1s tia 
received by which the Law is fulfilled, which is according to the 
Law and the Prophets ; bur there is none can come to that in the 
end ofthe Law, whorefufe to come to the beginning of the Law, 
and deſpite the Miniſtration of Condemnation, and make a 
mock at Trembling, or at leaſt, not knowing what ir is, excecd- 
ingly to fear and qgaake, being not in the lealt ſfenſi'le, whas 
hat Is which muſt be ſhaken and removed, before the thing pro- 
miled be obtained ; for a Promiſe may be made long butore ts? 
thing promiſed be given or obtained; for a Promite was made 
unto Abraham and his ſeed, ard yet it is written of him, and mz- 
ny more, that they aysd, having not obtained the Premiſes, and hs 
that made the promiſe was before the lin, who miniſtred forth 
the Law todiſcover the lin, through the Miniſtration whereot, 
and by Obedience thereunto, that cometh to be received witich 
ziketh away the fin, in whichall the Promites are received, 
| And fo, all thatcome toreceive the thing promited, they re- 
ccive that which is tFecnd of the Law, and was before the lin, 
in which there 1s no fin, by which {!n 15 ftirihcd, amd him received 
in whoſe Mouth there is found ro Guile; who bringeth his te 
be as he 1s in this prelent Worid, being made rhe Rightcoutnets 
of God through him, having tbe Righteouſneſs of the Lav ful- 
filled in them, by him who 1s the end of the Law, dwelling in 
them, in whom alſo his Power worketh mightily, which is more 
Nn2 than 


OT 
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than totalk of the Law being fulfilled withdat them , for many _ 
inch are neither come to that which fulfils the Law, neither yer 

tothe Law it tclt; and ſxch are hatings. reviiing, backbiting, 
Gppoſing, ard many ways perſecuting thoie who witneſs the 
Law fulhiled inthem, even as Saul, who was bred up at the feet 
of Gamalul, and knew that of the Law which was written with- 
out, and walkcd blamclets according to the Righteouinels there- 
of, and yet knew not that which gave forth the Law, but per- 
ſecuted bim by whom the Law ſhould be tullilled, whoſe dread- 
fil Power ſmote him down, and 2a blindneſs came upon that 
ereat Profeilor, who had protited much in that Religion, above 
-124y of his equals : And to rhat Power which {truck him blind 
did he then bow, aid Þecarie obedient, and attcrwards faid, 
liher the Commandment cam?, jt: revived, and I dyed: And io 
that was ſtruck blind, and is to be bliaded, which profeſſed the 
[aw before it came, and encreaſed in that knowledge, without 
the Life, and knew not that by which the Law ſhould be fulfl- 
ied. T hereforc that which ſees, mult be blind ; and that which 
blind, is to ſee. And this Revelation and heavenly Viſion he 
{id not then calla 7Tempration, nor a Deluſion ; neither did he 
d:fpife that which ſtruck him blind, and let him ſeea Body of 
t:2, 3nd came to cut kim down becauſe of the ſin, but cryed out 
of kis Wretchedneſs,' and accounted alias Droſs and Dung; 
and unto this ie was obcdicnt, and this he loved, and did not 
ſay of it, That it was 0t able to ſave him from Sin, the which be- 
fore did prick for fin, though againſt that which prickt he had 
(rived (which was in him) andit was ſaid unto lim, Ur is bard 
for thee t« kick, againſt the pricks. 

And ſo, that which ftriveth and kicketh againſt that which 
pricketh at the Heart, is that by which the Heart is hardened-; 
for the Word is hid in-the heart, which Word is ſharp as 2 ſword; 
which Word being preached, ſome were pricked to the heaxt 
'( others cut to the heart) fo that many cryed out, cn and Bre- 
thren ! mat jhall we ao tobe ſaved? And fothe Word being nigh, 
'n which God is ſtriving with man, even piercing the hearts of 
many. that ſome in ſecret have bcen ready to cry out and lay, 
(par foal I doiobe ſaved? And yet being not truly ſenſible 
what it 35in them which did prick and plerce through the heart. 

and 
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ard let them ſee themſelves out of Gods Covenant ; therefore have 
they (trove againſt it, and called this a Temptation, which was the 
Powerful Operation of God by the Light of his Son in the heart; 
calling to Repentarce, the which they have called a Tempration 
of the Devil (elteeming it ſo to be) which is molt horrible Blaſ- 
phemy and reliſting of the Spirit, and refuſing to turn to him 
that ſmiteth : And this is the blindneſs of them who know not 
God, whoby the Light of his Son doth-knock at the Door of the 
heart, to miniſter torth the Law, to judge and condemn, and 
break the hardneſs, that in the broken heart this Word of Life 
might be received, ard his Power made known..to the Confound- 
ing of that which kept that in Bondage (under the Tranſgrelli- 
on) which was given into man before tne Tranſgreiſjon was, 
out of which Tranſgretton there is no coming,but by and through 
the 4miſtration of Condemnation, which doth it dilcover in the 
ground of it, through which there 1s a comiyg 10 receave the 
Goſpel of Peace, which is the Power of God, not tobe preac h- 
ed to the Wicked things, under which the juit do ſuffer, which 
the Law 1s to, but by the Lord of glory, through the Light, 
preached tothe Spirit in Priſor, that jt; through the Cordening- 
tion of the other, may.grow up to lead and guide the Creature 
in all things, in obedience to Gods will, from a true ſenſe of his 
Love in the heart, whereby his whole Law comes to be fullilled, 
and the Promite and the Bleſling received in him, who 1: the cr.d 
of theLaw, who 1s the Light, given into man, to ict lim fee, 
and to condemn the lin, the which man being Gezd 1n, and in 
Treſpalles,, doth not love, but 1s atraid of that which in ſecret 
judgeth andyeproveth him, from the which man ilying, forſas- 
eth that by which he ſhould come toreceive the Mercizs of te 
Lord; but Wo tothem forever, who ſtrive with their Maker; 
and call him Belzc&ub, who 1s the Light 11 the Heart, and ſhould 
be Maſter in the Houle. 

Therefore lct all take heed of deſpifing the Law, which is 
written with the fingerpt God in the heart, wiuilt itis yet hard ; 


' 
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Cor the Lawof God 15 perfect, making wife the {mnle, and t 
VMiniſtration thereof is to deltroy that which did it Trantgre:s, 
and lead unto him by whom the I ranfgreflion is finiſhed : And 
this is not a Temptation, but a D:/pen/.ution of Gods Juſtice trough 
145 
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hs Righteous Law upon that which ſimmned , over which the Law 
hath Power to long as that liveth, which the Law is to kill, 
that through the death of it,that might come again to live w hich 
was before theLaw,and before the death;and betore the lin. 

And now when the Law or Miniltration of Condemnation 
cometh, man is to ſtand {till and wait quietly under it, and not 
let any thing break through in a halte, to rageor gaze, and 
wonder at that wlich 1s (o dreadful that man is not able to ſtand 
under -it, without ur.ſpeakable Attonitlinent, becauſe of that 
which then is over him, who then is command-d, i. fo break 
through, leſt he dye; tor the Law is to break through that wiucty 
cannot keep 1t, and make way to that which 1s to keep It, and 
live forever ; but man is not to break through, from ui:der the 
Condemnation,” to that where the Law is minittred, untii tat is 
received by which the Law may be kept; for tuch wito in the 
Condemnation do abide, come at lalt to ice and receive him that 
is made under the Law, and is the end ot it, and taketh away 
the ſin; but ſuch who come to the Law, and break out from un- 
der the judgment, before the Lord had broke through, andjcus 
down all that in them which could not keep it, ſuch have ler 
in Death again to reign over that which with judgment ſhould 
have been redeemed, to bear away that which the Law had pos 
wer over, andarile up with that Power, Love, Lite and Obedi- 
ence tv God, as inall things to fulfil the whole Law of God, 
which until then, doth ftiil ſtand in force over that and them in 
which ſin remaineth, which doth tranſgreſs the Law, one tittle 
whereof ſhall not periih till all be fulfilled, though fome coming to 
the Law have broke forth, and theu healed the Wound ſlightly, 
ſuppoſing it would lerve their turns to talk of the fulfilling of it 
by and1n another tor them, and without them, ſeeing themſelves 
not able to keep it in all things, not waiting to the end of the 
Law, by it to have all that deitroyed which could not keep it, 
and reccive that which cannot break it; [Afark ] and in it keep, 
by it to be led out of the Wildernels of ſin,in the promiſed Land 
to relt, in it to have the dayes prolonged and the life preſerved z + 
for Chriſt the Light cometh to iave the Lyfe. 

And there are many that are now come to peace, dominion and 
the lawd of Reſt, whodid once coine to know the judgments @ 

| GC 
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God upon Cair*s nature, which then cryed out, That his pmriſhmens 
was too ezvy tobear, and have alſo come to ſee the Beajt, whole 
head 1s full of the Names of Blaiphemy, and yet have they not 
ſtarted aiide like a broken Bow, from under the judgment, nei- 
ther fufſercd the Enemy to prevail over them by Temptations, 
to curſe God and dye.nor to call him Belzebub, who is the Light, 
which cordemns,and ihould be Maſter in the honſe; neither have 
they deipiled Afoſes Law, which 1s the Miniſtration of Condem- 
mation, and 1n1ts Hine 1s glorious; but in patience and long- 
ſuffering under 1t have waited, and that without murmuring, or 
ſJufiering that to break forth in rage, which Gods judgments are 
£0; neither have they fuftered Unbelief to prevail over them, bus 
in love to him who was made a Curſe, in patience have endured 
all thele things, and have been made as free todrink the Cp of 
Aſtoriſl; ment, with the Dregs thereof, as the Lord was topour 
it to1th urto them, who now drink the Crp of Salvation, even 
the Blood of the Lamb, which cleanfeth from all tin, whoſe life 
ſaverh them from the Terror of the Pit, who have come to fee! 
the fecd born and brought forth (though with Pangs and Sor- 
row) which the bleſfling is to. " 

T hoſe may ſec, hear, and underſtand what I write, who are 
come to know how the Law 1s handed forth by a Mediator (who 
was before the Zaw) and the Rightcouſnels of God manifeſt 
without the law, and lin dilcoveredby the Law, ard Gods Righ- 
tcouſnels revealed by that which was before the Law; and that 
not withſtanding the Law mult be received, yet by the works 
thercof no ſeit thall be juſtihed, but by obedience of Faith to- 
wards Go4 in the Blood of his Son, by which all that is Cone @- 
way which trangrels'd the Law; and lo not of Works, nor of 
Merits, but of Faiz» and Love, Is the Law fulfilled, 


E oncernins T emptation, 


Ard that thoie who were born blind, and have been ever ſince 
covercd with the blacknels of Darkneſs,through their own Wil- 
_ dom, being dead in Treſpaſles and Sins, not feeling nor ſarour- 

ing the things of God, but remain 1n that Religion and ra 
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2z - Hidden things made inanifeff, 
which crncified his $0n, who isa man of Sorrows, and called 
him, A Zlaſphemer, who is the rrue Light, wafggrhtetn every man 
chat cometn unto tize Aorid 3 and laid, he had 4 Pev [, WO came 10 
condema lin in the fleth, whoſe Lrzhr in every Conlcience 1s the 
Condemnation, fo long as the Evil deeds remain; the whica 
Condenmation is nota Temptation ;, for God, who is Light, temp- 
teth no man to Evil. Therefore in love 15 this written, that no 
man through blindneſs and ignorance ( in his own wiſdom. ) 
may eſteem that to be a Temptation, which doth condemn, and 
that out of Temptation, all ſuch who are tempted, may be led 
and kept by that which doth condemn, which is the pure Lighe 
of Chriſt, which doth judge and condemn the Temptations, and 
the Sin, and the Tranſgreilor (who enters into'it) and every E- 
vil motion, which & apt to ariſe in the mind, that is darkned 
and blinded by the God of the World ; which mind from the 
Darkne/s to the Light is to be turned, 1n the L:ght to believe as ic 
hath faid, / am the L:ght, believe inthe Light ; and itis a Temp- 
ration which hinders man from believing inthe Light; andall 
ſuch keep not the Commands of Curitt, whodo not believe and 
obey the Light; and ſuch profeſs his Words, but deny that in 
which the power of his Life doth ſtand. 
Andit isa Temptation which cauſeth man to deny and refuſe 
the Law (which is Light) and not come under, nor receive the 
AMumſtration of Condemnation, ſuppoling he is under Grace, and 
{o not to come back to the Law, becaule he hath gotten a Profelli- 
on of Chrilt, whoſe day Abrahimiaw, whole ſeed caine through 
the Law, of whom Chriſt came, who fulhlls the Law, and mak- 
eth an end of fin, who was in the Church in the Wilderneſs, and 
in his pity ſaved them, and bare them all the dayes of old, lea- 
ding the humble ſeed, that through the Wildernets of lin it 
might come, and at lalt enjoy that by which the tin is done away 
forever. 
And it isa Temptation which canſeth man to call that a Temp. 
tation which in the Conſcience doth fometimes ariſe and let men | 
' fee, that he by his {in is inthe Fall, the Death and the Curſe, and 
that the Judgments of God belonz to him, and that he cannot 
eſcape the fierce Wrath of the Almighty, living in that by which 
6R is daily committed, and the Rightzous Law of Ged tranſgrel- 
iced, 
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ſed, and himſelf out of the Covenant of Life, wanting the pow- 
er of God to bear him up out of Iniquity, ſo that he labours, 
and prays, and crys fometimes with Tears (like Eſa) to keep 
that alive in the Tranigreſlion, which God hath appointed tode- 
ſtruction ; [Conſider this] And ſtrives againſt-that which letteti 
ſce. the emptinels thereof, and condemns afterwards; if a falſe 
joy, doth not ariſe ſecretly to glory in what was done, whereby 
that was ſatisfied and got eaſc,which the Judgment was to, which 
of the Judgment was afraid, and from under it led forth to per- 
forma Will worſhip, from the ground where C :ns nature bears 
rule, who can bring a ſacrifice, but the deeds (with the Light} 
ſeen to be evil, who at laſt murthers the juſt, and the fin lyingat 
the door, which ſecret ſin cannot be hid from the Light in any 
that commit it, or in whom it is, though never ſo ſecret. 

And itis a Temptation which worketh in the dark corners of 
the heart, in the time when Condemnation cometh to drive man 


to deſpair, by reaſon of the fiercencls of the Judgment, and drives 


him from God and his Righteons Judgments, 1nto Unbelief and 
Hardnets of Heart againit God; and herein the "Temprter pre- 
yails over many, ſome whereof then ga to- deſtroy themſelves, 
not keeping in patience under the Judgment,. which was to de- 
itroy the lin ; for Chrilt the Light comes to condemn and deſtroy 
the lin, but the Life he comes to ſave ; Others through Unbelicf 
tare hardned their hearts in fin, their minds being in that in 
which they cannot belteve, T hat ever they ſhall overcome fin,nor 
be ſaved fromit; and ſach grow worſe than before, and uſe all 
meas in vain Juitful Delights to murther that in them which 
checks,reprovesand condemns them for lin; and many here turn 
' alide from under the Condemnation, many and various ways g 
ſome who are blind calling it Z4clancholly ;, fo that few endure to 
tie end, and center through the ſtrait Gate by the Death, through 
if. the Life to find, not waiting with long forbearance out of 
that which haſteth, in patience in the Light to ſee, feel and know 
the ſced of Abraham (brought forth of the barren Womb ) 
which againſt hope, in hope believe : And theſe Temptations lead 
further into ſin, and is not that which condemns for fin; tor 
that would keep out of ſin, though its Jndgments be neyer (ec 
heavy upon man for li. 
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282 Hidden things made manifet. 
Are being thar God is known inthe ways of his Judgments, 
and that they who are to recetve the Promiſe, mult keep Judg- 


IS "non "ap tiat v3: | PRemen, S:07s Redemption is to be witnel- 
4 : fad when Judgment begins to beſetup in the heart, to 
+ judge, cordeinn, confound, overturn and cut down the Head, 
Body and Root of all that which by the Light is ſeen to be in the 
Tranſgreſlien, having the form of Godlineſs, but not the Power 
which kcepeth out of, and free from all ſin, which the Judgment 
+5 to pals upon : Theretore is that a Temptation whici: then 

_ drawcth forth the miid from under the Judgment, to z<t cale by 
a {uppoled Peace with God, from the Comprehenlion of tome- 
thing done without afar off orlong ago, and ſo climb up ano- 
ther way then by the Light within ( which I know is the door) 
which condemns and bringeth to Judgment the hidden things of 
Darkneſs, and brings fireand {word upon the Earth, and tend- 
eth not Peace to it, but fetteth two at variance within, where- 
by there is much ſtriving in the Womb, and not reit day nor 
night, becauſe of -the War between the two feeds, out of which 
rroublebeing led, by that which in the Judgment could not ſtand, 
{o that gettch eaſe ayain, and then man preached pcace unto him- 
felf, having got out of ſome trouble, he then ſtriveth mcre 
ſtrongly to keep-ont of it then he did before, and lavours mnch 
to comprehend- a reſting-place.to abidein, though that be not 
redeemed with Judgment out of Bondage, which thereby ould 

come to obtain reſt and peace.for evermore. 

And being that the Law and the Prophets (together) are nntt! 
John, and that the Law is to judge and cut down that which 1s 
above the ſeed exalted ; and that the Prophecies and Openings 
from the Teſtimony of Witneſs, is to uphold and preſerve undcr 
the Judgment, whereby ſome ſecret hopes or refreſhings con 
nnto that which at laſt out of Bondage ſhall be redeemed ; therc - 
fore it is a Temptation which leadeth forth (on that hand) in © 
Joy, through the reaſon, with great ſwelling Imaginations in 
the vain light Mind, out of the fear of God, not ſtanding in his 
Counſel, but like the reſt of the falſe: Prophets coming ro true 
'Onenings, from it run forth, before that through judgment be 
brought forth, which ſhould go before, and lead them in God's 
\Viſdom and Connlcl toftand; and ſuch ſpeak great gs 
| words 


TR ond oe 9 4. 4 2 =T" a 
ar. #,robtapee® Teas is np "\ 
4 = Pe - _ 
4 Ly MW - *, 
bas z * ” * 


hogs "0; 
. 6 4 


SOV Y Root ene COVEY. 
y I 9.3 


"1g Gat » 
PF ©. — antenna 


oO 5 CA OOO NET OI RS 
«: - 628 P 
* I 2 


b - —_.—— 


Diddeit things made manifeff, 2833 
words in a ſecret pride, boaſting of their Experiences, but are 
become the untimely Children of the Mother of_Harlors, who 
with their Mother muſt be turned back into the Bed of Tor- 
ments. | 

And being the Lord God of Life hath given his Son a Light in 
the Heart, that man might be led, taught, and guided by him out 
of ſin, and giveth power to all them that love, follow and obey 
him, to overcome their ſin, whoſe light being in Man a free 
gitt from God, and that by no other Name, Way or Means man 
can ever be ſaved. Therefore that is a Temptation which leads 
out from that in the Heart [Which init.is given, there to make 
an end of Sin] to follow that which doth not make an end of 
Sin, nor miniſter Power to them that follow it, to overcome 
their lin, ſo that they cannot receive that which cleanſeth from 
all lin, ſuch have the rootand ground in them, from whence ſin 
cometh ; but the Root of Jeſſe, in whom there is no lin, they are 
only profclling and talking of without them. , 

And that isa Temptation that leadeth' man' to commit any 
manner of lin whatſoever,. and keeps man from believing in him 
that maketh ah end of Sin, and keeps man in fin, and from Re- 
pentanceaud turning from ſin (whilſt that of God 1n the Con- 
icience is ſtriving with him againſt in) periwncing him, that 
he cannot be free from fin, and to put off the. time of true Re- 
pentance until GodsSpirit by the Light in the Heart, hath ceaſed 
{riving, and then ſuch think all is well, becauſe that which 
;adged and condemned them for the leaft appearance of Evil, 
hath cealed ſtriving with them, that ſa they are now quiet, and 
not judged as formerly for what they do, though they do the. 
{ame things for which formerly they were judged ; bat ler fuck 
ailuredly know, T hat that which was ſin, is-ſin ſtill, though the! 
(inſtead of coming through, the Law) are gone back from the 
Law which did difcover it, and come to that ſtate againz- which 
was before the Law (ora worſe) where Death reigns, and Sin 
is in the World, though not Citcovered by the Law to.them who 
have deſpiſed the Law, and ſobecome dead to that which ſhould 
fulfill the Law, and alſo dead in that which doth tranſ{greſs the 
Law, even ſo dead in fin, that now feeling the weight and bur- 
then thereof, neither yet feeling any thing of God in them, 
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tivingan them againſt it; and isnot their latter end like to be 
woric taan their beginning ? And are not fuch as theſe, who 
have got a Profeſſion, more hardned in their Sin, and pleading 
more itronegly tor their continuazce thercin, than the Publicans, 
Harlots and Prophane ? 

And that is a Temptation which draws forth the mind to fear, 
love, ſerve, obey or reſpect any man, or created thing, glory, 
honour,or whatſoever may be named, more than God,orto deny 
oedience to God ; for the attaining or retaining thereof,or to let 
any of the moſt glorious Creatures of God fill and take plnce in 
the heart,that in it room may not be found for the Power of God 
to enter ; {ſo that the life, virtue and ſubſtance of all things, iu 
which there is full {atisfaftion, cannot be received. 

And that is a Temptation that leadeth forth to ſeck or love 
the praiſe of men; for if that was out of the Faith, which re- 
ecived Honour from men, then that muſt needs be of the Devil 
which would compel Honour to be given to it; that is it in man 
of the Devil, which would have the begotten of God, honour 
and worſhipit, which would take the due honour and praiſe from 
God, to whom alone belongeth all Dominion, Glory, Honour 
and Obedience, - and Praiſes forever and ever. 

And that'is a Temptation which draweth forth the Mind to 
worſhip any other God but he that made all Men of one Blood, 
and is above all, and through all, and in you all, who dwelleth 
1n his People, and what of him may be known, is manifeſt with- 
in, whom all may feel after and find, whom the World by Wil- 
dom doth not know; who abhorreth the Sacritices oi them 
whoſe Hearts are Uncircumciſed; and is wearied with the Peo- 
ples Words, 2at. 2. 17. and grievyed with their Iniquity, who 


 keareth not the Prayers of men of Sin, but waiteth to be graci- 


ous unto ſuch who wait for him in the Light of his Son, who'was 
led as a Lamb dumb, and is of the Seed of David, who was dumb 
with ſilence, and opened not his Month while the Wicked was 


. 1g place. 


But when the wicked thing is removed out of his place, and 
the humble Seed of the Shepherd raiſed up in his Throne upon 
his Hill of Holineſs, having his Enemies under his Feet, then he 
ſpeaketh with Authority, and not as the Scribes. _ 
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Thus man coming into the fear of the Lord, and: waiting in 
the Light of his Son in the Heart, with it may he ſee and diſ- 
cern between that which diſcovereth and condemneth Sin, and 
that which tempteth to Sin, ont of which that man may be Te- 
deemed (and kept out of Temptations) is this written in love 
to the Seed, oyer which the Beaſt, the Dog and the Swine do 
vannt themielves, who have nothing to do with this, but only 
to receive the Cup of Aſtoniſhment, which to the Serpents 1s to 
be poured torth, who are not to feed upon this which 1s written. 


A Dire ian is the way to that within the Vail, by which 
1empraitons are Overcome, 


Ruth is that in which the Power of God doth ſtand, and 
in the Truth therc is no Lye; and all them who receive 
Truth from God, 1n it they receive his power, whereby the 
are made his Sons, In his power to ſtand in obedience to his will, 
which 13 that by which they are ſanctified, and by obedience of 
Faith thereunto are preſerved, keeping in ſtedfaſtneſs by ' the 
mighty Power of God, out of that which doth defile, are pre- 
ſerved in that Dominion and place of Holineſs, into which the 
Harlots (out of the Truth and Power) and all proud Boaſters 
(and ſuch who are intruding intothings they have not ſeen, and 
all Murmurers, who complain for want of Power ) do not 
enter. 

Therefore, all People who profeſs the knowledge of the 
Truth, and yet have not received the Power of God, in which 
no Sin doth ſtand, wait ye all inthe Light to know the Vail 
rent, and the ground to be removed, from whence the Words 
come, which darkens that in which the counſel of God ſhould 
be received, and wait to feel Judgment and Condemnation up- 
on the Earthly, that over the Seed doth rule; and keep Judg- 
ment, that through the Condemnation that may fpring, which 
never yet was found - For certainly till there be a coming through 
the Miniſtration of Condemnation, the Pearl is hid under the 
Farth, and the Earthly bears rule over it, whereby it ftill in 
Bondage lies, and the Creature ſometimes lea by a fight of that 

| which 
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236 Hidden things made manifeſt; 

which it doth not poſleſs, holding the Truth of God in that which 
is-not his Righteouſneſs; for his Righteouſneſs is revealed by 
Faith through the power of him that takes away the Sin; and ſo 
its not comprehended in, by that mind which is out of the Co- 
venant. And this know alluredly, That many may ſee that whick 
is afar off, and not feel ths Lite of what they ſee; and ſoare ma- 
ny high Profellors in the World, who change from one Opinion 
to another, and are all yet but truitleſs Trees, which are to be 
cut down and rooted up. 

And many there are who call him that is the Light, Lord and 
Maſter, but tothe Lightare not ovedient in Selt-denial, nor tz- 
king up the daily Croſs, which 1s the Power of God, and cru- 
Ciſies untothe World ; and 1o the arſt Man of the World being 
not crucified nor put off, the new Man is not received; and ſo 
little more is witnelied by many, who profeis Truth with- 
out the Life, than was in the time of other Forms : for it the 
Death be not known, the Reſurrection of the Jult received, and 
the Dead raiſed, then is all invain - And this is not known by 
any but ſuch who know the Judginents of the Lord ict up in the 


Heart, and the Cup of Aſtonilhment to the Adulterous' Seed, 


which comes of the will of the Fleſh, and cannot lay down tha 

Life for the Friend. | 
Wherefore (I ſay) wait to know the Birth that is Immortal, 
and feel that born up which never yet was raiſed inthem, over 
whom the Vail yet 1s, that the free Birth may be known, and 
the Seed, whom God hath appointed the bleſſing unto, from un- 
der death redeemed, that by the powerful ritings thereof, the 
underſtanding may be opened with that which was betore Forn:s 
were, that to it you may come, which giveth Lite unto the Soul, 
and know a Saviour born of the barren Womb, and a Deliverer 
brought forth in the place where he hath not been known, and 
che Plank to ſpring: out of that ground which is yet dry, that tr 
may be overſhadowed with the lovelineſs of its ſpreading forth, 
that a way may be opened in the Wilderneſs, and the humble ex- 
alted in the Valley,and ſo come to learn of that which is yet little 
and low ; and take heed of taking counſel of the Serpent, whole 
Cubtilty will ſoon lead forth from the Simplicity, neither cover 
your {elves with any thing before the Righteouſneſs of God 
| (which 
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\which is perfect) be received ; but love that which comes from 
"the man of Sorrows,. who comes to break the peace of all them 
who walk not in the Everlaſting Way of Lite, Let all them 
who are out of it, ſearch their Hearts with the Light. 

And take heed of that which is high, froward or ſtrong in the 
Wil ['for we are weak] which is not brought to the Croſs ; for 
there is the firſt Birth from the wrong grounds, which will ſpeak 
and aCt that which it lives not in, neither is able to confirm it in 
Faithfulneſs to the Death and Loſs of all; for things may be 
true in themſelves, and that which is out ofthe Truth may ſpeak 
- it; yet ſuch vain Talkers cannot ſuffer to Death for what they 

)eak. 

/ For that which cometh forth firſt, is ſtrong 1n the Ezrthly,and 
would live forever, and have the Bleſſing, and would rule over 
the meek thing in the particular; and in others, havinga ſecret 
deſire to be adinired,being far unwilling to take a Servants place; 

' but certainly it is the mcek, humble, tuffering, Seed (which In 
r2ny 15 yet oppreſs?d) that is to laſt forever, who through Death 
comes into the Dominion. | 

Therefore link down out of the airy Comprehenſion and Sub- 
tilty, above the Life, and firſt come to ſufter with that whichis 
ncek and low, if ever you intend with it to reign in that Peace 
and Life, which from all that without the Vail is hid; and.in 
filence watch, and be foyer, to ſee him come which ſaves the 
Soul, and clothes it with his own Righteouſneſs, that you be not 
found without a Covering of the Spirit, Power and Life, among 
the fooliſh Virgins; for few there be that find the Way of Life, 
and avide therein. © 

And | knowing the Terror of the Lord that will certainly 
come upon all them who dye out of his Covenant, therefore I 
Warn all People every where (as the Lord enlargeth me) to 
walt to feel the powerful Word of Repentance,and with the Light-to 
make diligent ſearch into the ground and foundation of all Pro- 
feſſions, Words and Actions. | | 

For the Lord will make inquifition for the Blood of tlie Juſt, 
and reward the Double-minded according to the intents of their 
hearts, the Gaul whereof will be rent with the Power - of his 

_ Kight, which will ſweep away the refuge of Lyes, and con- 
tound, 
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found your Divinations in the head of that knowledge above the 
ſeed; and a day of Deſolation muſt come, Sword and Famine 
muſt you know, and the Earth to be removed, and your Heavens 
!haken,that the poor may come to receive the glad Tidings of the 
Goſpel, which 1s the Power of God; for the fat and the ſtrong 
.are for judgment both within and without, and they are ſtill ſent 
away empty ; but the poor are they which are to be ſatished, not 
the rich, high, wiſe, ſtrong, mighty, prudent Diviners, and 
Orthodox men, and 7zalous Profeſſors, and liſcentious Liber- 
tines (as they are called) who profels a Saviour to* come, anU 
ſome would havea King to reign hereafter; but they are not a- 
greed how, nor when, nor where their King ſhall reign (whom 
they imagine fhall come ) but are found Defpilers, not Lo- 
yers nor Faithful Followers of him that is come, the Glory of 
whoſe KINGDOM is already ſhining over the World, and is 
eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, who is King of Kings, and Lord 
' of Lords, who is our Head, our Law-giver ard our King ; and 
we do not look for another, as the Drunkards of Ephriam do, 
who aredrunk, but not with Wine, and ſtagger at Notn- 
aay, and mult be dathed one againft another, and broken to 
- Pieces as the Potſherds of the Earth, who are looking tor a King 
_ to come, and: know not the King who is already come, whois 

the Light, to whicathey will not bow, thovgh it in fecret doth 
them reprove, and ſhew us plainly of the Father, and ters ther 
ſee their Diſobedience. 

To it now therefore bow and bend, for plainly the Lord Goci, 
who is Light, will not alwayes ſtrive by the Light of his Son tn 
your hearts : And this know, That asl tender the lealt honeit 
deſires that are begotten in any after the living Truth of God, 
 yetlam todeal plainly with all, and clear my Conlcience of 21! 
_ whoare covered with their own Conceivings,and in Words and 
Writing to warn all in the Spirit of Truth and Meeknels, as the 
Lord moveth me in faithfulneſs to declare againſt that which yct 
in any bears rule over the Seed, which by Judgment mult be 0- 
yerturned, and all the Judgments of the Lord are true. 

Wherefore, ye that are willing to come out of Temptations, 111- 
to that where the fooliſh Virgins cannot enter, walt in the fear 
of the Lord to fecl his Work withia, whilk the day of Salya- 
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tion laſteth, leſt thick Darkneſs come upon you, and you be 
found inthe Night, in which none can work; and take heed of 
a ſecret High-mindedneſs, and prize your day of Vilitation 
more then Life or Liberty, and. take heed of that which would 
contrive 2 way to ſhun the Crofs, or ſtop the mouth of the Wit- 
neſs; but let the honeſt Simplicity come to rule in the meaſure 
of it; and take heed of cntring inand yielding to Temptations ; 
for many ways hath the. Serpent (which is near) to beguile and 
deſtroy the Life from man; which is not overcome, but in the 
continual fear, through the Croſs to the Will, with the Power 
of the Light, which 1s given to lead through all theſe things, 
into the reſt which is prepared only for them who are faithful to 
the Light. 

For this have I not learned nor received from men (the Lord 
God knoweth I Lye not) but through the operation of the migh- 
ty Power of God, whoſe Indignation I have born, in whoſe 
Judgments-lI rejoyce forever, and glorifie and praiſe his bleſſed 
Name, who by it my Wiſdom confounded, and ſuffered- me to 
be lifted and tempted by the Enemy divers wayes, yet preſerved 
my Life under the ſhadow of his Wing, that I might praiſe and 
ſerve him in the Land of the living, and declare. his Wonders 
among the Sons of men, and let them allo ſee with the Light the 
narrow way that they are to come, which in ſome meaſure hath 
been declared, thovgh in that Language which the Wiſdom of 
the World may not underſtand, and call it legal, to whom as 
fooliſhneſs it may appear ; but my voice may be known to the 
Spirit in Prifon, whom my Soul travels for in the bowels of my 


Father?s love. 


Given forth for ſuch who ſay, they ſee, and yet their Sinremaineth ; 
and may be ſerviceable 10 ſuch who can hear and underſtand the 
things of God, that thoſe who are yet blind may no longer put Dark: 
neſs for Licht, and Light for Darkzeſs. T 
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Tothe Undefiled of God, Elect, Choſen and Precious. 


doth love, and cannot but love from Everlaſting to 
Everlaſting, with an Everlaſting Infinit Love; who 

art the moſt delightſom Plant, of moſt Honourable Renown ; 
renowned with honourable Dignity forever ; the Delight of all 
the Upright, the Life of all the Virtuous; the Spoule of all the 
Undeliled Virgins; the Staff of Abraham's Strength, the Bread 
of Facob”s Soul; the Succour of Joſeph in time of necd; the 
Mouth of AMeſes's Wiidom, the Rock of 1/rae!'s Srength, the 
certain Hiding-place of all the Troubled, the Houſe of all the 
former ſcattered, the Bed of Repoſe, whercin the beautified 
Damlels fill themſelves with the ſolace of moſt heavenly divine 
Delights ; whoſe Beauty ſurpaſſeth Expreſlions of words; whoſe 
tender Offers have invited many ; whoſe Love hath allured the 
hearts of Thoufands ; whoſe Pleaſant Countenance hath prevail- 
ed with a numberleſs Number to love thee forever ; whole plea- 
fant Smiles have gathered unto thee innumerable Doves of the 
Wilderneſs, and thy Virtue hath cauſed the barren deſolate to 
hring forth both Bud, Bloſſom and Fruit in abundance; the 
Breath of thy Noſtrils hath enlivened the Dead; the ſound of 
thy Voice hath quickned the Weary,& by thy Power hath the bar- 
ren brought forth in abundance, whereby the Earth hath been 
covered with thy fruitfulRiches; Thou art clothed with Innocen- 
cy forever ; thy dwelling is hid from all the diſobedient Children 
of men ; Thou haſt bound thy ſelf (to live out of their ſight)with 
thy Darlings ina ſtronger Covenant than all outward Marriages ; 
T hou deckeſt thy Beloved for thy ſelf, and then thou delighteſt 
in-her ; Thou prepareſt thy Spouſe for the joy of thy heart, and 
then loveſt her becauſe of her Beauty ; Thou deckeſt her with 
Ornaments 
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Ornaments of well-refined Gold, and cauſeſt her face to ſhine ; 
Thou filleſt her with Glory within, and cauſeſt her to dwel} 
among the Honourable, and walk with the choiceſt Virgins in 
the Paths of great delight, and ſhe is become the Daughter of 
the King of Kings; Thy Goodneſs doth much overcome the 
hearts of many ; thy Wiſdom pleaſeth the Prudent ; thy Meek- 
neſs delighteth Hundreds; thy Strength upholdeth an infinit 
Number, and thy Life nouriſheth Thonfands ; thou reneweſt the 
ſtrength of the Faint; thou turneſt the ſhadow of Death into a 
Morning; thou keepeſt thy Flock under the ſhadow of thy 
Wing, and nouriſheſt them with the choiceſt Food ; thou guid- 
eſt them with the hand of thy Power, and ſuccoureſt them 2t 
cvery needful time, and thou relieveſt their greateſt wants : 
The Conlideration cf thee (which brings thy Goodneſs into re- 
membrance) even filleth the hearts of the Flock of thy Fold, 
and thou art He who only fatisfieth them forever. 

Oh! where walt thou in the day of Adverſity ? and where 
was thy dwelling in the time of the Night ? Where didſt thou 
hide thy ſelf in the day of Tranſgreſſion? and to what place 
didſt thon confine thy ſelf when Iniquity ruled ? and what was 
thy ſtate in the time of man's Sin? Ah! how waſt thon then as 
a ſlain Lamb, and as a meek Prince deprived of his Kingdom 
and Government? How waſt thon, asa true Heir deprived of 
his Right, and as an only Son from the Father's Houſe, and 
found not wherein to reſt thy head ? How waſt thou grieved in 
that day, and how walt thon wounded by thy pretended Friends ? 
How was thy Glory defamed, and thy Honour laid aſide ? Howe 
was thy Beauty marrcd, and thy Wiſdom bond up 2s in an ob- 
icure place ? How did Darkneſs compaſs about thy dwelling ? 
How was thy Strength put by, and thy Comlineſs, as if it had 
not been ?. Walt thou not as ina Grave in the midſt of all the 
Wicked? And waſt not thou taken in their Pits,and lay long ſlain 
in the ſtreets of the Sodomites, and exiled as the greateſt Cap- 


tives. 

Oh! where didſt thou hide thy ſelf when the Dragon caſt 

forth his flood, when the Waves ſwelled, and when the Land 

vas fruitleſs, when the Birth failed in the Womb, when the 

Seed came not to Maturity ; when the blade was killed in the 
PP2 | Spring 
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Spring, when the tharp nipping Froſt cut down the. head of 
the tender Herb, when the Winter nights were long; when 
the boiftrous Storins were many z, when the whole Earilt was 
covered with thick Darknels; when the Heavens were as Brals ; 
when the Rain deſcended not; when the diſtilling Dews came 
not down ; when the Bloflom withered in the time of Drough ; 
when the Path to dwell in was not known; when the Stars 
ſhone not ; when all the. Lights of Heaven were eclipſed ; when 
the Voice of the Shepherd was not known; when the Eye of 
the Traveller was dim; when none could direct him in his 
Way, nor ſupply him with Food for his Journey, nor Water in 
his greateſt thirſt, nor ſuccour him in the time of the Storm ; 
when he knew notthe.endof his Journey, neither perceived the 
way to go, nor ever could have reſt till he came there; when 
the feet of the Virgin ſtuck in the Mire, and the Young man 
failed of ſtrength ; when no way was known but a Wilder- 
neſs; when no ſuccour was found but a Forreſt of molt fearful 
devourizg Bealts ; when the Scorpions did bite in the day-time 
when the Lyondid roar in the night; when the Dragon was 
near to devour; when the Wolf yelled for his Prey ; when 
the Foxes ſpoiled the tender Grapes ; when the brazen-Sgrpent 
could not be ſeenz when thy Lambs cryed as in the day of for- 
gettuinels; when the Young lamented the birth for want of the 
food , when thy Damſels fainted with thirſt ; when Pity was not 
to be found amongſt men; -when Mercy could not be ſeen in 
Heaven, neither would the Earth open her mouth and ſwallow 
up, tocnd the itate of Miſery z when the day of Jacob's Trouble 
was as in a Whirlwind, or as a combultions Thunder in the 
midſt of heat and cold, which none doth know but the man 
that hath ſeen it; who in the bitterneſs of his foul hath long 
travelled asa Woman in her ſore pangs of Sorrow, through the 
Werfare, in the grievous troubleſom day of Diſtreſs ? 

O! how walt thou then as a Priſoner in the Pix, and where 
was thy place to be found, or who could ſearch out thy dwel- 
ings O! Thou mow well-known ro be the much more than the 
threefoul1 Chiefeſt of ren Thouſand hundred Thouſand, and of Thou- 
ſands of Thouſands! to whom my Soul's love can never be fully 


exprelled. 
Ariſe 
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Ariſe now thou meck One of Wiſdom, ſpake forth thy ſelf. 
wn thy own Virtue; let thy Spouſe hear thy Voice and rejoyce 
in thee for evermore, whom thou haſt ktted for thy ſelf, a chaſte 
coriely Virgin, to ſhine forth thy Glory in forever : for thy 
Beanty hath often filled my heart with precioas Oyl, and the De- 
lire of 1 hee hath drawn me out of my ſelf ; my lips at firſt have 
{tammered at thy prefence, but thou haſt healed the wounded 
heart, Thou art the chictelt of all Delights, and happy are all 


them tlat know thee. 
To the Eſpouj ed Virgm. 


| A Riſe out of the duſt, awake as in the days of old; let thine 
Eye be more bright with the Light of the Day than in the 
Ages palt ; adorn thy ſelf with Comlinels, deck thee with Or- 
nzments, Prepare thee with ſweet Oyntments ; put on Beauty” 
as a Beam of the Morning, ſhine forth as the fairneſs of the Sun; 
enrobe thee with Righteouſneſs, as with a Garment, and deck 
thy ſelf with precious Jewels as the choiceſt Bride; grow up 
as the tender Plant, ſpring forth as the Lilly ; bloſſom as the 
Roſe, be fruitful as the Vine; grow up as the Cedar ; ſpread | 
as the Vine-branches ; let Salvation be the Wall on which thou 
layelt hold; come forth as the encreafing Herbs of the fiels, 
with many ſtems from one Root, and many branches on every 
ſtem, and many blofſoms on every branch, and (much more) 
many ſceds of fruitful encreaſe under or after every blofſom, that 
the Sow er may b&made glad with the abundance of the encreaſe 
ticreof; that the good Husband-man may rejoyce in his la- 
bour, that the Planter may delizht in the works of his hands. 
Let thy Fruit be as of an Applc-tree, whoſe Boughs there- 
with do bend ; let the taſte thercof be as ſweet as the Ho- 
ney, and the tmell thereof as the ſweet Odour; let thy Bold- 
nels appear as the Morning, and thy Meeknels as the Bay-tree 
that is alwayes green ; be more fruitful than Zabanen; let no 
Female that God hath made bring forth the fruitof her Womb 
more often than thee; in labour be more diligent than the Ant; 
in multiplying, bring forth more citen than the chiefeſt of the 
Contes, 
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Conies, though the make her Neſt in the Rock : In fragrant 
Imell, let not the ſweeteſt Flower or Oyntment urpats thee ; 
mm Beanty, let nothing exceed thee 3 in Meckneis, come not 
ſhort of Sarzb; in Wiidom and Prudence, let reither Abioail, 
Ruth, Eaſthrr nor Mary excel thee; receive thy beloved as the 
choiceſt of Princes, ard imbrace him in the Arms of Righteou{- 
nels forever ; Bring forth according to his Nature, and let thy 
increaſe be of his own Image; keep clean thy Garmeiits, let not 
thy Beauty be ſpoiled ; detile not thy breath with the Garlick of 
. e/Zzypt, nor thy talte with the Grapes of Sodom, drink not any 
thing down which may defile the favour of thy Breath, that may 
offend thy Princz, neither let any Covering remain upon thee, 
which may cauſe him the lets to love thee ; let all thy wayes be 
pleaſant to Him, & all thy Robes delightſomin his Eye ; let thy 
toot - ſleeps be ordered as in the ſight of the King, and let 
thy words be grave and ſound, which may not offend Him, that 
his love may both continue and encrealſe towards thee,and he de- 
light in thee, and rejoyce over thee, and the ſmiles of His 
Countenance fully gratifie thee for all the frowns of thy (former) 
now forſaken Lovers ; that thy daily delight may be in Him for- 
ever, and flouriſh nnder his Arm as the beautiful Roſe of Sharon, 
with its bloſſom of many doubles, and remain fruittul as the O- 
live-tree forever. : | | 
So will the King delight in thy beautiful Excellercy, and fo 
ſhall the Prince be ſatisfied with thy fruitful Virtue; thy Arm 
ſhall gather thee Riches, and thy Faithfulnzls ſhall give thee 
ſtrength ; thy Boughs ſhall reach over the Earth, thy ipreading 
{hall be over the Sea,& thy Fruit ſhall ſhine ailar off, thyRoot thall 
remain firm and ſteadfaſt ; thy Branches [hall enlarge themſelves, 
and the weak ſhall lay hold on thy Skirts; thy Leaves fall be 
pleaſant to many, and thy Sap ſhall ever ſpring up from the Root; 
thou ſhalt never be forſaken in the troubletom Night, nor re- 
moved with the greateſt Storm, nor overturned with Wind 
or Sea, but ſhalt be kept from the Darkneſs which thou haſt 
ſeen. ; 
Hereby let all the Barren hear the Voice of the fruitful Vine, 
and ſhe that ſate in the deſolate place come to lee the Light of the 
Morning; and let the Spouſe be prepared,and the Virgin adorn- 
| ed 
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ed; and let the Voice of Meekneſs be heard in the ſolitary 
place, and Life ſpring forth as the Noon-day, that the Priſoner 
may come out of the Pit to ſit in his Throne forever, and the 
Captive from Exile to the enlargedneſs of Dominion ; that the 
Bounds may be broken, and the boundleſs known where no 


Itmit 1s. 


Something how the Marriage of the Vndefiled Lamb, and the 
Virgin came at firſt to be. 
Lg 


* flain thing had God's Power in it, even in that ſtate; and 

when it became as a Servant, becauſe of man's Sin, in the 
great ſervice of love to help man out of Sin, who hath Power 
both to ſerve and torule; both to lay down his Life, and to take 
it up again; who in himſelf is ſtill the fame, and his Power is 
exerciſed in his Suffering as well as in his Azling; or, as when 
| Heexerciſcth his Power in Ruling : And He that was dead 15 a- 
live, and he hath taken unto him his great Power and doth reign 
over the Creature, and the Sin (having done it away) with the 
ſamePower,whereby before he came ſo to ſerve man under theSin, 
as to help him from under it, and ſo to bring man with himſelf in 
his Power, as it ſuffered by the Sin, out of the Sin, and out of that 
Power which captivated under,or into the committing of Sin,& ſo 
to the end of it, withChrilt over it to live and reign forever,as'it is 
received in that way, manner and operation,which at firſt it doth 
come and ſhew forth it ſelf in the Power of its ſufferings, whoſe 
Power and Virtue therein at firſt is known. And ſo, ſuch who 
know Him in his ſuffering-ſtate, He permitteth, chuſeth and 
electeth to live and reign with him in his Ruling-ſtate. 

And ſo -he that hath power to Reign, hath power to Sulter, 
and ſo to Suffer that he may Reign, the exercile of whole pow- 
er in his Suffering is in order to his Reigning, and ſuch as feel, 
know and receive his Power,firſt erabling them with him to ſut- 
fer, they with the ſame are brought to the end of fin and fin- 
ning, by which the ſuffering came upon the Juſt for the Unjuſt, 
and as man to this is joyned in his ſutterings, its Power worketh 
man's Redemption (and ſo not of man) or brings man back from 


under that power which held in the Tranſgrejtion and Separati- 
or 
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on from the Bridegroom of the Soul, and takes away that 
which captiyatcs it, and fo breaks the Wall which ftood be- 
tween the delired Liverry and the pretent Bondage, and fo brings 
the true and laſting Peace; and ſo both receive each othcr, and 
are made one in cach other (and not otherwiſe) Itis certain- 
ly ſo. 

And that man wiich truly ſuffered with it, reigns with it, who 
was joyned to it in its fuffering, till it came to reign, and then 
to ſubmit unto it and ſerve itzin its Motions, Leadings, Rulings 
and Governings in the power of its Love, which winneth the 
heart ſo todo, as the chaite Wife to the Husband, fo with it, 
in the Power of it, man comes to reign over that which was both 
contrary to it, and to the upright hearted man, untii all its Ene- 
mtes are put under it, and ſounder the man that 1s one with it, 
and whoſe Life isin it, being truly joyned to it of the Lord 
(then not to be put alunder) ard fo loving of it, and in all things 
{ubmitting to it, more than the true chalte Virgin to the Hul- 
band, living in the Power, and the Power living in man, and 
ſo both becoming one in Syferings, one in Tryals, one in Triba- 
L:itions, one in Aﬀti&ions, one in Foy, one in Peace, one in Liber» 
ty, one in Caprrvity, one in Riches, one in Poverty : And fo tru- 
ly one, partaking with each” other, in all ſtates unſeparable, 
may well in ſome meaſure be termed, The Marriage of the Lamb 
which 1s come (and more of itmay be known) ard the Virgin 
being thus and more fully eſpouſed, tothe undefiled, unſpot- 
ted of God, they are thus far made one, and ſhe becomes 
the Daughter of the Husbands Father, the King of Kings, or 
the Adopted Child of God. | 


And thus the undefiled One of God and the Virgin of Sor, . 
becomes one in the unſpeakable Unity, whick Unity being felt, k 
borh as one, (preceive me) and my Lines are tos and | 
my Words received in Love. EET: - 

And this is written and ſent forth among all Friends, who de- {c 
ſire to hear of me, and who have known me in the inviſible __ 
Truth, and ſuch to whom the Lord hath made me lerviceable in = 
the precious things of the Kingdom of God, which is of Peace of 
and Rightcouſneſs, where my Rell 1s; that hereby they may P 

hear 
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hear from me, and know that 1 remain in the labour of the Goſ- 
p*1 (which is very great) and inthe Fellowlhip of the Saints : 

Your Brother in the unexpreſſible Love of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, 


Humphery Smith. 


From Cogſhall in Eſſex (in which parts very many of late have re- 
ceived the precious Truth) the 12th of the 5th Moneth, 1661. 
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This ts to all dear Friends who keep faith- 
ful in ther meaſures totbeend. 


My dear Friends, | 
He Father is well pleaſed in him who 1s meek and lowly 

] in the heart, and in Obedience unto him, through the 
leadings of his Spirit of Power, in which the Father's 

love is manifeſt, which leads in the low Ground, where the ſafe 
Way of everlaſting Peace is known, where all things are quiet 
and ſtill, wherethe ſmall ſtill Voice is heard, whereby the dead 
come to live in the Powerful Life of the Fathers Love, which 
compalleth about the ſeed, as a, Wall of everlaſting Defence, 
whereby tiere is boldneſs, and courage comes in, to Jacob the 
worm, that its then able to ſtand, in that everlaſting ſtrength, 
which is made perfeCt in weaknels, and to the weakWonly to be 
known, that the weak then may ſay, | am ſtrong, teeling ſtrengrh 
miniltred foi th from that which is begotten of the Father, w: ich 
never was.comprehznded by the earthly Wiſdom, which 1s all 
{cattered as the ſmoke before the Wind, when heariſeth that 
was laid in the Earth, who hath long been as a Servant, and 1s 
now to be ſerved, that he may be Lord overa!l, who is a Man 
of Soriows, 2nd leads throvgh the ſuffering tate, that | y the OQ- 
bedience of Faith, through the Power of the Crots which cru- 
Citics, and brings to the death that which is todye, that the Vail 
Q q may 


wad 
toy; v4 . 


a Po Os Ko be 
x 
4g = ace 4 4 
" . . 7a 


oY ; Spa ny = 
II 


2 og ops, hi 
> -. gar eigen 
os 


Ns WE, = 4 
A PO” 9 —_— —_ NN y 
*& -« > < {og Yarns is 
” od ” - = 


- * ». % Ve . - 
"i. WW. _ p Wy Y && £ 4 . fj ay 
as L244 d, Le 8 oy ks. 1 "IC £ ; 
w - » _ % Aa. hw _ 6 _- a 4 >; "Y - 


VU 
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may 29 rent, and the way into the hojicft of all made maniſeſt, 
and that received in toe new gronne, which abideth forever, 
ench that which comfort<th the weary Soul, and fatisfierh the 
longing Spirit, and repleni.2.th the dry and barren Land with 
the Rivers of the Valley a:id the ſprings of the Deſarr, that the 
meek in the Earth may rejoyce forever, and throug! the Earth 
may grow as a Lilly in Summer. | 
For painly its the poor that receive the Goſpel, and the meek 
of the Earth that ſhall inherit Subſtance, and it is the thing that 
is low that will laſt forever, and that ſhall be {et on the Throne, 
and he that is low ſhall never fall, neither ſhall his Footſteps at 
1ll be moved; he leads the creature in the Father*s ſear, and 
zuideth the Tongue in Wiſdom, and its him alone that all are to 
wait tcr, to receive and continue in, even him that is acquainted 
with Grief, who never openeth his Mouth in perverſncſs, but 
peaks Life in Wiſdom, through the Power of the Fathers Love, 
ivhich overpowers the Soul as an overtiowing River of Oyl, 
which makes all well, and heals the grieved Spirit, which none 
ever comes to find, but ſuch who alone walk with him who 
bumbled himſelf to the Death of the Croſs, and became as a Ser- 
yant, though he was Lord orer all, in him there is ſafety ; for he 
is the Rock, and the ſure hiding-place, even out of the ſight of 
the World, and fromthe Tempters power ; for the Deril hath 
nothing in him who is meek and low, in whoſe mouth there is 
found no gle; & this is he that hath been long ſet at naught, whoſe 
tenders of Love conſtrain Obedience to himſelf, becauſe of 
the beauty that is in him, which from them is hid, over whom 
the Vail is, throngh which they cannot ſee the Comlineſs of his 
Love. I# in the Fathers will, your Souls Friend, 
H.$. 


” Riends, the Lord is with us, and the God of Heayen is on our 
ſide, and the Lord is our Defence, who hath ſpoken Life 
and Peace to my Sonl; behold, he will be with us forever, and 
the holy Arm of his precious dreadful ſtrength ſhall no Nation 
under Heaven prevailagainſt ; dwell all in the Power of God, 
and the bleſling of the God of Heaven will be upon you all 
forever. | 
The 
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& 1 He Spirit of the Lord came upon Saulzand he then Propheſi- 

ed; but after, for his diſobedience he loſt the Wn, 
and was afraid of the ſhame before the People ; and the King- 
dom is rent from ſuch who diſobey the Lord, though they were 
among the Prophets, like Saw!, who afterwards went to the 
Witch : And the Witchcraft is near to all ſuch as ſtand not in 
the Counſel of God, to cauſe the People to hear his Word, and 
not their own, whoſe Word feeds not the tleſh above the ſeed, 
but is as a Hammer to break the Rocks in pieces, and it kills and 
makes alive,and opens a way through the Earth, for the Pritoner 
of Hope to come torth. 

And the Spirit came upon Balaam, who was reproved by the 
dumb Aſfs,that he was exalted above.,and reliſted,and he durſt not 
g0 beyond the Word of the Lord, he durit not go beyond that 
Wwhick was quick and powerful in the heart, nor over-reach it, to 
do more or leſs, for the gaining of half a Kingdom in the Earth- 
ly. And ſuch as exceed Balaam therein, may expect to be cut 
down allo by the true ſeed, as he was, and ſo to fall among the 
reſt of the Enemies of the 1/rae! of God, who is dreadful in 
Power. | 

And the Spirit came upon Fehx, and alſo upon Fephthah, who 
after offered his own Daughter for a Sacrifice z and the Spiris 
came upon Sampſon, and yet he not ſtanding in wiſdom, was bet- 
trayed of his ſtrength by a Daughter of the Philiſtines, who al- 
ſo afterwards put out his eyes : And ſo the Spirit may come up 
in ſome,and yet afterwards they loſe that with which they ſhould 
ſee; and ſome there are that uſe their tongues as in the Name of 
the Lord, up?n whom the Spirit never came (mark that.) 

And Caiphas the High Prieſt propheſied, and he ſpake notof 
himſelf, and yet he was an enemy to Chriſt the Power of God, 
and ſich as are got up high, like high Prieſts, above the meaſure 
of the Man of ſorrows, ſpeak from ſelf or fleth, and are in that 
by which he that is the Light doth ſuffer, and the power is ref:ſt- 
ed, and the ſeed in others oppreſſed, and they not brought to the 
Living Miniſter within the vail, that abides a Prieſt forever, but 
are in that which will dye. And many might be named, upon 
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whom the Spirit came. And Ju4as allo had obtained part of the 
Mintry. 

I ut Bow con{:der; the Spirit reſteth upon the branch of the 
Root, cyen the lecd it 1e1t; forthe Spirit came upon many, but 
It reited and rclieth upon the {ze ed only, even the Spirit of Wiſ- 
dom and Urderſtar ig, and countel and might, and knowledpe, 
and ot the ſear of tlie Lord, in the fear cf the Lo:d which is a 
tountain of Lite, which Liteallare to teel,and not be kept from 
by words without It, but to feel that wliich comes trom it and 
{avour that, that Jacobs Tent all, may know, which who to 
dwellin, are bl{{.d, againſt whom there is ro enchantment, ard 
whetethe Witch-craitcanrot enter, which leads fi om the ttrait 
and rarrow way, to the Spiritand Lite, inioali»erty to that 
which is tieihly , where that 1s kept alive, wi:ichthe word in 
the hcart, a5 a lammer aud a {word, thould have broken and cnt 
down; for Paul was grieved with ſuch, who at firit conld almoit 
have pluckr out t;icir own eyes for him, and after lought occalion 
agaiiit him, ar.d themſclves to be madeperfect in the fleth, and 
2ll fleſhas grals, 1s to be cut down with the Sword of the Lamb, 
and where the tle(h is above, the Spirit ſuffers by it, and the vail 
is thickned,which keeps from the Unity, and out of the Life and 

Power of God. 
| H. S. 


'He Lord God of Heaven preſerve all every where in the 
Love, Lorg-(utfering, Forbearance, Meekneſs _ 
telneſs, out of the Strife or Self-ſceking; for ſuerly Wo will 
come upon that Spirit where-ever the Lord finds it, and even the 
Lord knoweth the delires of my heart in true Simplicity hath 
been, That his Righteous Fudgments might paſs betimes upon every 
appearance thereof m my ſelf, and ll others; and I believe that God 
will never proſper it in any;therefore myExhortation in theEver- 
laſting Love of the God of Heaven is, That you all every where 
live in true Brotherly Love,& remember Foſeph*s Advice to his Bre- 
thren, Thar they fall not out bythe way. The heavenly God of Pow- 
er,and Life,and Virtue keep ye our of all this,in the Life of Wiſ- 
gow and Mecknel(s, where Strife {hall never inhabit, nor Death 
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enter within the walls of Zo, in which their dwellings are, who 
keep themielves undefiled,- and remain in the fear of God, to 
whom I commit you all, and to the Power of the Word of his 
ſaving Grace, praying to the Lord for you, that evermore you 
may continue in the Love of Chriſt. 

| Tour Freind and Brother, 


Humphry Smith. 


ee 


Toile meekand open hearted Lambs and 
Flock of Heaven, in mthreſs of Love, with 
Greettu:s of Peace, from the Seat of Ir finite 
Mercy. Tendred unto, and jeut to be read amung 
them all, who live in th. h,mble State. 


vercd all fleſh, and the Guilt of Sin was upon all Con- 
{ciences; and Hardneſs of Heart poſſeſſed every Vel- 
ſel, and the Minds of all was aſtray from God, and their Souls 
11 the bonds of Iniquity, inthe day when none was able to deli- 
ver his brother ; O ! who can utter the diſtrels and the Languiſh- 


Jt: was a time of Blackneſs and Darkneſs, which co- 


ing tate, which the Sheep then ſcattered were in? O! theſe-_ 


cret Groans of the Out-caſts of J/rael, which God hath now ga- 
thered! Why ſhould it be forgotten * Who could pluck their 
Feet then out of the Snare, or deliver their Souls from Death, 
had not the Lord in mercy looked down from Heaven ? ſurely 
many had ſunk in the Pit of Mtery, ard never come to ſee the 
Light of the Morning, for the which the Bowels of the humble 
yearncd in ſecret, and the Sights were deep in the Solitary 
Place. 

And then did the Lord in the Bowels of his Mercy let open 
his Ear, and for his own Names-ſake had regard unto the Com- 
plaint of the poor and needy, -and he cauſed Light to break. onr 
of Darkneſs, and Truth to ſpring from its ſecret hidden place, 
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and Life to grow up in the midſt of Death, and to break through 
the Powers of Darkneſs; and the Lord in his Power gave utter- 
ance to his Servants and Meſlengers, and then were the words of 
his Truth as Food to the Hungry, and with much gladneſs of 
Heart was the ſound of the Way of Life by many received ; 
then did Love begin toariſc in the Heart, and a tenderveſls in the 
Bowels, and a willingneſs in the Mind; andthen was a Joy, 
like the Joy of Harvelt, among the People, and many began to 
invite one another, ſaying, Come, and we will return to the Lord, 
and we wlll reſolve to walk in his Paths forever; then was the 
Voice of Thankſgiving among the People, and the wayes of the 
Lord became more delightiom than Gold, and the footiteps of 
Righteouſneſs more plealant than all the Treaſure in the warld. 
O / 1teven melts the heart to remember the dayes that are paſt, 
and to conlider the infinite Goodneſs of him that is the God of 
the Poor and Needy ! Then were many made willing to run and 
to leave their filthy Garments behind them, even betore they 
well knew how todoit: O! how loathſom was Sin in that day ? 
and how wearifom was the Land of Darkneſs? and how detir- 
able, even beyond expreſſion was the unſatisfied thiriting Soul at- 
ter the Preſence of God ? Could the Treaſure of the Earth then 
have given Peace? or,could Silver have ſatisfied the hungry heart? 
Or, could the choiſeſt Love of the moſt neareſt Relations have 
quenched the thirlt of the parched ground ? Surely none but the 
Lord was then deſired; yea, 2ther Lovers became as loathſom;and - 
other Delights became burthenſom to the weary Travellers, and 
all Vanities began to vanilh as a Vapour of Smoke, and the Wind 
of Heaven was daily a ſcattering the chatt,;and the barren Womb. 
mourned for the quickning Liſe of God, who had put it into the 
hearts of his long afflicted {cattered Ones, to follow him in the 
Waysof Truth & Equity; and then did the Lord viſit ſuch again 
and again in his Loving-kirdnels, by his Servants, whole Living, 
Words of Truth, through them, did yer more open the Under= 
ſtandings & Hearts, & ſatisſie the judgments of the humble Peo- 
ple,in the knowledge of the way to Reſt and Peace,in Izaving the 
evil & chuling the good, & to walk & come ro live therein forever. 
And then came the time of Trial and Exerciſe, when the 
Croſs muſt be taken up toxthe Worlds wayes, and all fooliſh Va- 
| . nities 
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nities left behind, and the needleſs words no longer uſed, nor 
that Religion continued any longer in, which made 1othing per- 
fect : Then did the People gaze and wonder, and the Relations 
and the Acquaintance ſtood like as from Dawvidatarott; and then 
was every ones greateſt Enemy (with the Light) found inhis 
own Honſe ; then did the Tribes of the Earth mourn ; then did 
the Dragon ſtretch forth his Power ; then did the Doubtings,and 
Fears, ar.d Thoughts, and Unbelief come roling in like Floods; 
O the {traights that many then were in, even ſeeming greater 
than any before, and rone but the Lord could deliver, fo that 
then the Cryes were doubled, and the ſecret Groans came on: 
afreſh again, and the greater the Cryes of ſuch were, the more 
they prevailed with him that was to help, but with his Rod he 
forced them to ſubmitunto his Will, by departing out of that 
which had cauſed him to frown upon them, and by leaving that 
which had polluted their Dwelling, and as they began to obey 
him therein, ſo he began to let forth the ſmiles of his Favour to- 
wards them, and when they offended again, he chaſtized them 
fore, and ſcourged them for their Negligence, and corrected 
them becauſe they forgot their Obedience to his will ; and as 
thereby they drew near unto him, he eaſed the ſtroke of his 
Tuſtice, and let them taſte of his Mercy, and ſometimes invited 
them with love, as a Father draweth the Child. And thus he 
Icft not working with them, and in them by his own ſecret Wiſ- 
dom and Power, until he had brought them to be after the deſire 
of his Heart, that he might delight in them forever, and that they 
might never more be ſcattered upon the barren Hills, nor yet 
the dark Mountains. 

And as Obedience, in Truth and Innocency, was willingly 
yeilded to the Lord, Peace began to take hold, and Satisfation 
got ſome entrance, and a little ſecret hope.there was, which be- 
came as an Anchor to the Soul, againſt the Stormy time, and al- 
ſo inthe midit thereof; and as Inniquity was departed from, fo 
there came into the humble Heart ſome ſatisfaction from God, 
and ſome ltability in his way of Righteouſneſs, and then refreſh- 
ings of Life attended the heart in the Morning, and the Water 
which reneweth the Thirlty, began to open it ſelf in the midſt 


of a barren Land 3 and then nothing was more deſired than the 
| living 
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living upon that Food, with which the God of Heaven doth 
nourith only his Children; which he freely gave and brought 
down, even near to the Tents of J/r-ael, and he cauſed them to 
know his Statutes and his Judgments, and he put his perfect Law 
in the midlt of them, ard his Mercy leat within the Vail, that 
they might ask Counlel at the living Oracle; and he gave them 
his Spirit, which all the circumciſed of Heart do rightly know 
to be the chiefeſt good ; and to this end did he beſtow that moſt 
precious Gitt upon them, and gave that Spirit of Lite into them, 
even to guide, countel and dire, inform, in!tru@t, reprove, 
defend and ſuccour them, and nouriih their Souls tor evermore. 
And fo, he fet before them the way in waich they ſhould walk 
with him, wherein he would be their Father, and the Rock of 
their ltrength, and made known unto ther the ſecret Myſteries 
of his heavenly bleſſed Will, which had been long concealed, 
and doth yet fo remain from the Ditob<dient, and covered from 
the Children of men. | 
Ard wheneven the God of Abrah.im, I cac and Facob had done 
all this, and much more for you, O ye now well beloved Friends ! 
then did he beginto try your patience, and toexercile yo”, yes 
further to prove you, and to make known unto yon even more 
_ of that which had long been in the heart ; and then he ſutfered a 
calin to come over you, and much quictnels there was with many 
and thendid the Enemy begin to ailay again to bring into Care- 
leſnels, and preſenta ſpirit of flamber, with dulneſ(s and negli- 
gence attending, and then the Seed was again burthened, 
therewith and the Upright hearted durſt not pive way 
thereunto, before whoſe Eycs the pare heavenly fear {ti!! remain- 
eth; ſurely it werealmoit cndlcts to relate the ſundry Tryals 
and States which have been known among the flock of Faceh; © | 
Who could have believed, that the Rtrong ſhould have been fo 
tempted as they were, and the migkty to allanlted divers wayes, 
as they have been, and yet that ine weakeſt, who continued in 
the Grace, which teacheth to deny Ungodlinz15, ſhould ſtand 
and remain? Ahd how wonderfully hata the Lord preterved his 
whole flock unto this day ? even Io, that with true gladnels of 
Heart in living Praiſes, it might truly be faid, That zo Weapon 
formed againſt Gods \tael hath to this day yet ever proſpered, though 


no 
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no man hath appeared, either in Ficld or Court on ther behalf, nor 
viſible hand appeared for the defence of the flock of Heaven, O! where 
Is that Lam!) of the fold, who now ttards in the Covenant of 
Redemption, that cannot breath forth the Prailes of Gcd, in the 
heart-breaking Power of his Love, and the ſecntible feeling of 
his tender unipeakable Mercics : Behold, O friends ! the good- 
Bets Of God iS unutterable, yeay 1 have not words to expreſs it, 
ard iuch that teel it, may taſte of it, and drink of the fulneſ(s 
thereof, beyond the narrowrcels of my broken ſpeech; and let 
iuch draw near unto me, aud let lole that which bindeth and 
cloieth up in the Bowels, tiat we may meet at the entrance of 
V i dom's Gate, ard live one with arother, and one 1n another, 
{o a> une World did never t.:: ", Iicithecr in their nature thall e- 
ve. viGeriiard gz tor my beait is tied with Love, and my dwel- 
Ing is ci:larged with bou: dlits Borders of Peace, and my Life 
fl1cams .torth 1n necknets : Behold ! there 1s none can ttop it, 
where the lecd 1prir gs upasa Lilly, ard where tFeCawnirg of 
the day b5 witi.eilkec, where undetiled Love, w hich cannot think 
Evil,lai is relting-placo,ard where the true Lmplicity of meek- 
nels remains. Even there my Lines areread, my Words are 
heard, my Mind 1s krown, niy Larguage under ſtood, my Love 
reccived,ai d even my Li'c takes entrance; What ſhalll ſay ? Iang 
Witl,1.car.or 1h the miclt 0: a; the lunccent Lam! 's, by the virtue 
of tizat Power and miviuble Spirit which flleth allinail, and in 
{iIence with you could | long rejt, where the World ſhould nei- 
ther know,nor yet perceive me, & the fame Bread which l receive 
in the inviiblePower,& break vi.to,or dilperce among the Lambs 
of God,who can fecd upon no other; Even lo, the fame 1s it which 
myScul at preſent doth live; yea)! «hold | live, who once was dead, 
| and my Lite | is hid among the reit, withCLr:jt in him, from whence 
the heavenly Food, aid the Souls-ſaving and hearts-iatistying 
Power Coth; come. 

And this is toltir vp your Minds, and to put you in remem- 
brance of the Lords dealing, with you, and his large Loving- 
; kindneſs towards you, and his effectual work of Love in yours 

that you inay never ſorget him, nor be unmindful of his tatherly 
Pity towards us all, wlen we were all in our low eſtate; and that 


h Jou Way tecl the Revivings of his virtue, and the Inlivenirgs of 
Rr 1s 
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206 To the tender hearted Lambs of Chriſt, 


his power, and thequicknings of his Spirit, That you may grow 
therein, and wax fruitful to God, and come to be ſeated and 
eſllavliſhed in the Land of Life, blelied from Heaven, wich much 
more truitful increaſe then the Land of Goſhan ; That the fruis 

of Leb:1on may be known, and the Rote of Sharon, ar.d your 
| ſelves as the Cedars that are full of Sap; and your Lite as the 
Vine that never wanteth Nouriſhment, whole Fruit aboutideth to 
the glading of the Vine-Drefſer, that the Lord may rejoyce 0- 
ver his Heritage, and delight himlelt in the midit ot Zn, and 
be gloriticd in his People, and admired of all them that be- 
lieve. | | 


He Lord God of Heaven preſerve all cvery where, in the 
Love, Lone-tvflering, Forbearance, Meckneſs, Gentle- 

neſs, out of the Strife or Self-feeking ; for ſurcly Wo will come 
npon that Spirit wherever the Lord finds it, and even the Lord 
knoweth the deſires of my Heart in true ſimplicity hath been, 
That his righreous Judgments might pals betimes upon every - 
2pearance thereof in my ſelf; Neither do | believe, that God 
will ever proſper it inany, nor any withit; Therefore, my Ex- 
hortation in the Everlaſting Love of the God of Heaven is, That 
you all every where live in true Brotherly Love, and remember 
Foſep/'s advice to his Brethren, That they fall not out by the way : 
The Heavenly God of Power, and Life, and Virtue keep you 
out of ail this, in the Life of Wildom and Meeknels, where 
rife {þall never inhabit, nor Death enter within the Walls of 
Zien, in which their dwelling is, who keep themiclves undefilPd, 
and remain in the fear of God, to whom I commit you all, and to 
the Power of the Word of his faving Grace, praying to the Lord 
for you, That evermore you may continue in the Love of Chriſt. 
From ule feeling ard refreſhing whereot in the heart, this is 
yrritten unto you by him that in the Truth can ſerve the leaſt of 
yon, being your Friend, Humphry Smith. 


Nd Friends, this is atime of quietneſs and ſtillneſs, or a 

time for you ſo tobe, and there hath been a large time of 

satheriag, and for convincing and now the Lord is _ 
| | | an 


om 


Cothe tender hearted Lambs of Chriff, 307 
and trying them that are gathered ; And after this time, bleſſed 
and thrice happy ihball they be, that are found faithful in it, and 
worthy to be Crowned with Heavenly Honour, and to be further 
em;-loycd in Gods lervice, and to remain as Pillars among the 
Flock of Heaven, and as Lights to invite others home to the dwel- 
ling of God. And, now ihouldall Friends be kept in Wildom, 
and take heed what words they ute. among men, or Concerning 
any men, thougli they do contrive againit us : Had the Lord left 
us where they are, and ſet them where he hath placed us, then 
might wc have been this day as ignorant of the Way of Peace to- 
ward» © nemics, and of the Path of Innocency and Righteoulnels, 
as they now are, butthe Lord hath ſhewed us Mercy ; And 1 lay, 
the God of Heaven forgive them and defend us; And all thasg 
dwell in thts,may come at laſt to ſee a time of greater Gathering, 
than ever yct was: Oh! my Pen cannot writeit. And it all 
were quict 1n thelr own meaſures, and little at all were moved 
in that meaſure, either to write, print or ſpeak at this time, 
walting lingly upon God ; Oh ! he would plead for us, and he a- 
lone would helpus, and kcepus, as in his Arms, until the Indig- 
nation were over-paſt. And this I write, that you might know of 
my contiuual confidence in the Lord, it he had or did not at 
this time, raiſe up, or make uſe of any of us to help him, or to 
be workers together with him : But a Remnant he hath, whoſe 
hearts he enlargeth with prayer, and ſome of them with ſtrong 
inward delires and groans,and ſome with utterance to declare the 
good will of God unto others,in your Aﬀemblics,and ſome ſtead- 
taitly to belteve in God, that he will never leave us, and all this al- 
cends up before the Lord even as one ſacrifice. And he that hath 
heard and had mercy on us when we were not his People, and 
turned not back our complaints in that day; O! how thall he now 
forget us, now we are his people, and are purchaſed unto him 
with a Ranſom more precious than all the Gold in the World ? 
Who is it among all the tlock of God, but have already had mnch 
experience of his Love, good Will and Mercy? Aid where 
fore then ſhould any of the Sons or Daughters of Zion, ſup- 
poſe, that God will ever for!ake or leave them in diſtrets? leven 
ſay, doubtleſs and certainly it will not be fo, but the Lord will 
ſtand by us; andthe God of the whole Earth will go before us, 
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323 To the tender hearted Lambs of Chrift, 
and the wonderful, dreadful, powertul Pretence of the moſt . 
High will be with us, over us, among us, aud in us, for ever- 
more, and vee {31! certainly be prelcrved by hits Power: 


And vy this (my tenders of Love in theſe Lines) all the dear 
an han! le hearted Friends of Chriit may hear iro me, and 
undertfand, that ſoinething of, the virtue of the Vine, 15, and 
remaineth in me, and if the will of &cd inould be to, that my 
Bondy tuitcr in th's cloſe nnſayory Priton at HA! iter, many 
dionerhs or ſeveral Years longer, yet [hall the Lord »v my God 
forever, and my Rett unto the end oi Trouvles, and 1n lilgnce 
and fecret, thall and doth my Heart aud Son! pour torth '1n- 
tercellion tothe Throne of Power, in the behait of his own | 
Fruth and ?Pcople, and for every teevIc Plant which nn 
planted. 
And when haveput you in mind, that you ought not to for- 
aketne AlemVvling of your lelves togetier, | leave you to God 
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Nd you ſhovld all take heed of thas which would Iead you 
up an ealier way than by the Light that condemns lin, and 
errizes and troy les you ; for by it doth God ipcak, and in it -.. 
all: for Repentance, andin it ſtriv< 's with you, and many more 
io i rongly, that they cannot relt nigltt nor day, being not yet I 
reconciled toit ; but this contider, that this will not alwayes 
Frive with you; thzrefore while the Light is, andis not put our, 
it you will hear his Voice,by whom God ipeaks peace, that Peace 
/61 might enjoy forever; then take heed of that by whicha hard- 
nets comes upon the Heart, and a Vail fo thick with unvelicfs 
chat the true Mourning 15 done away, that there cannot be then 
ale cret Crying unto the Lord for hclp and deliverance, in the 
truc brokencts of Heart, which opcneth to God, with Bowels 
of Love and Tears, whereby Gods Mercy is felt ; but a hard- 
nels upon the heart, anda wrong thing ask for Peace; in the un- 
belict, from that, which darkneti : Take heed of this thing. | 
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And this know atfir edly,that when Trouble comes in the inward | 

parts, and the rumour of War is heard between the two Natti- ; 

22S, Jacob aud Eſau, both in the Womb, and the Light 'con- ; 
demning 
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The Cauſe of the long Afficted. yog 
demning in the heart, which hath been fleſhly, and the Witnef® 
of God awakning the Conſcience, that then if there be not a 
Brokenels thereby, anda Mollifying of the Heart, and a hum- 
bling of the lofty part,then will Hardnets take place, and Rebel- 
lion prevail with thee againft the Light. Therefore in its ſea- 
fon let thele things have entrance m you, and come to that which 


£an rcccive it in love, faithfulnels and plainels, as It Is written. 
| H. 8. 


Xy Ts | 
Yhe Cale of the long Aﬀited and 
lore  Yporetied ; ſent forth un brief ) from Win- 
ci.clic Priſm, b4'g 4 Copy of the Vittimus, 
23/ ey i rmphry Smith was dzain committed 
(i101b pac uf bis fornier lon: ſuffers, mm the 
{ ime ſtrer hr unjaviry Trion) wi h bis Anſwer 
WhÞ1Þh Wis theo: jeu b.ck thei euro; As lik-wiſe a 
ſo t Relation fram the ret of them ca led Qua- 


k- 1s there. 


The Mittimus, 


Ts the Keeper of his Majeſtics Goal at Winton, or to his ſufficient 
Deputy, Oreeting. 

Soukeen, Ou hall herewithal receive the Body of Fumphry 

ws , Smith, who was taken at unlawful Meetings at 4l- 

ingaRingleader, and one of the chief of the Qu:kers, 


© ron, be 
; :ountry to ſeduce the On” and diſturb 


© whotravcelleth the © 
© 111s Majeſties Peace,contrary to the Law in that behalf made and 


© provided Thele are therefore, in his Majeſtfes Name, to will 
©and require you forthwith, that you receive the Body of him, 
*the ſaid Hamphry Smuth, into your Cuſtody, and him to detain, 
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* in your ſaid Goal, until he ſhall be delivered from thence by due 
*orderof Law. Whereof fail you not, at your peril : Given 
*under our Hands and Seals at Alton, the 14th day of Ottober, in 
*the thirtzenth year of his Majelties Reign, Amo 1661. 


Fohn Norton, Humphry Beunt., 


_ The Inſwer, 

He Yews (who denyed him that faid, I am the Light) laid 
hands on Paul, crying out, Help, men of 1jrael; this 1s the 

man that teacheth every where againſt the Law, Atts 21. 8 
And the Fewtiſh Chriſtians (who denied the Light) laid hands on 
Fiumphry Smith, and in the Afttrimus fay, He was at an unlawful 
Meeting. And tfo,thele called Chiitians fay,Our Meetings are Un- 
lawtul,or againſt the Law. And jult fo it was faid of Paul, Vhat his 
teaching was againlt the Law. Again, John Norton and Humpory 


| Bennit ſay, That Humphry >mith was a Ripgleader: Likewile, 


Tartullous faid, That Paul was a Ringleader, Afts 24. Again, 
Humphry Smith is acculed for one of the chief of the Qratrs, 
and for travelling the Country to leduce the People : And in the 
ſame manner Paul was acculed for a mover of S2dition among, all 
the Fews throughout the World, ts 24.5. (and if fo, then 
Paul was a greater Traveller than Humphry Smith) And as Hums 
phry Sm th is icre acculcd for ſeducing the people ; fo Paul was ac- 
cuſed for letting forth of ſtrange Gods, and for preaching new 
DoCtrine, AQts 17. 18. And apain, Haman acculed the Lords 
People, T hat they kept notthe Kings Laws : And thele men 
accule us, that we diiturb the Peace, contrary tothe Kings Laws. 
And the Rulers accuſed Paul tor. teaching things that were not 
Lawfv!: Ard theſe aceuſe Humphry Smith, That he did that which 
was contrary to the Law, which they fay, is made and provided, 
which 1s as much as if they had faid, We have a Law, juſt like 
their Fathers, who (cruciticd Chriſt and) ſaid, We have a Laws 
and by our Law he ought todye : Ard fo, theſe who have Envy 
(which 1s Murther) in their hearts ſay, We have a Law made 
and provided, and by the force thereof Humphry Smith (who 1s 
a member of Chriſt) muſt be Impriſoned (his Body, [ 2faik ] 
20t his Soul, then his Soul may be at liberty.) And them Ma- 

giitrates 
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The Cauſe of the long Afflicted, 21y 
giſtrates calt Pal into Priſon : And ſo theſe did by Z. Smith. 
Ard they charged the Goaler, To keep Pavl fately, Acts 16. 12. 
Ard thele charge or require the Goaler inno leſs than his Maje- 
ſlices Name,and at his own Peril,toreccive and detain the Body of 
Hrumphry Smith in his ſaid Goal, until he tball be delivered by due 
Order ot Lai. 

And-in this theiraRting and writing,they themſelves have com- 
pared Fumphry Smith with Paul (and others of Gods people) 
And themielves with Pauls Pertecutors,and Bur now they have a* 
other ſuch Rulers, who accuſed and Impri- bove a year together, 
ſon Gods people formerly, who pretended pee 4 wo 145 of 
a Law then as theſe do now : And ſo, here 1 ic r 14 and Liber- 
is {till much Law ſpoken of, but little Mer- «y. : 
£y, and lels Juſtice or Equity either among them or theſe : And 
thus we arc daily brought before Magiltrates, and calit into Pri- 
ſon, where the Memb:rs of Chriſt have bcen ſick, and ſome 
have dyed too; whom theſe called Chriſtian Magittrates never vi- 
ſited : And vhus in pretence of a Law doth Chriits Members ſuf- 
fer by theſe now, as he himſelf did by thoſe then, who laid, We 
have a Law, and by our Law he ought to dye. 

And hereby all People may plainly perceive (who are not 
wilfully blind) that here 1s not one thing charged againſt #. 
Smith, but what hath been Charged againlt Gods Servants in the 
days of old : And all perſons may ealily ſee, that Humphry Smith 
is not any otherwiſe accuſed than the Members of Chriit have 
already been. Andall the Rulers themſelves may hereby know. 
that in all this, there 1s not one word or particular thing by which 
Humphry 5 mith doth now ſuffer, but what the Lords dear people 
have already ſuftered by and under, and that by the Magiltrates, 
or the Rulers of the People, by whom likewiſe now Humphry 
Smith doth Suffer ; and ſo, he is hereby and therein the more de- 
clared to be one of Gods Servants, and they by whom he thus 
{uffers,are manifeſted the more,to be of the iameGencration,who 
ſtill accuſe and Imprifon, and by cruel hands cauſe Gods Servants 
to ſuffer ; but Chriſt hath promited (whole word ſhall tend for- 
ever) That theſe things ſhould turn tous for a Teſtimony, Zike 
21.17. And this may anddoth this day teltihe to the World 
(ard for us againſt the World) ttatwe arc of God, and that 

Finphry 


$13 The Cauſe of the long Ifflicted. 
Heumphry Smith is his Servant, and that he doth this day faſter by 
the kulerts, under the lanc acGulation, and no other, ard tor the 
{fame bob; wg h, and fo in the {ame cavie, as Gods People of old 
aid, and not for any thing clic, nor any other tizng prictenc.d a- 
gaintt hims nor 01 the Icalt laid to his cl rge. 

Ardit this will in no wite convince thelc Rulers of the Evil | 
herein, nor other I'cople, of the Ianocency of my pretert tut 
ferings, Then let them ail take hiced leſt the God of this \\ orld 
hath wholly blinded them, ard hardned ticlr hearts therein, ard 

chained them up in obſcurity, ard bouud them uider the Foy crs 


if of Darknets, and fo far $. duc them already, that tlicy are |zx- 
bs” come paſt Senſe, Sight or Fecltng, ardthen no more þ.t a moſt 
"of fearful looking for the Ripiiteons Ju cements and Indigyation 
at of the Almiglity, which will one Cay Ecvour, ar.d Bune thabl 
\l deliver. | 

\ And then ſhall they all know, both Rulers ard People, that l 
£5 am Gods Servant, this Cay 'r. Burds ior tlie I<ftiinony ct jctus 
We + (againit the Cruelty of men) ir: clolte Priton ati wchejier 5 be- 
fi 13g known to the wicked \Vor id by the 12, 

bf This was in thort time ſent buck Hum ry Cnth, 

| #0 thin that Cormmll 'A me. 

"ts X A Coppy of a Paper ſent t:th- I'te intended (out _Aljourued) 
5% &E oC ) 
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Che) \V E are men that Co fear bak Lord, arc do allorrily; detire 
"3 peace with and among. a'l men, among, when we have 
1. ne likewiſe behaved our ſelves in puacc and qu. melts, lavouinrg 
DV. with our hards in the things that are honeſt, whereby to pro- 
"&e 4 vide for our telves ard Families, continuing allo 1” creſt}! cis 
4 therein, that though we tvticr in body and eitate, that n« ILNer | 
Rs f we nor them, niight be chargeable to any, neither have we wil- 
"HY x fully provoked the Officers and Rulers againſt ns, bur in Humi- 
| 'F 4 lity1 inthat we dare not but obey the Lord that made us, IN wWalt- 
bw. ipg upon him, for the which only and for no other canle, on our 
+17" parts, we have -Jready ſuffered before this Impriſonnent fo 
ky 4 much cruelty and Inhumane Utage, that ſeveral !tects of Paper 

$14 Wight be fled therewith, though it would not be ealic a _— 
'2.Þ : ieVC 


Ke 
..YIREAS 
"IE PL 


The Cauſe cf thelong IffUicted. 313 


lieved, that Engliſh-men ſhould ſo unmercifully be abuſed, by 
Souldiers, and other men, of their own Nation, as hath been 
daily inflicted upon us in the Town of Porrſmouth, the place of 
our aboad ard habitation, where for the ſpace of one year and 
half, few Fr/?-dayes therein, but we were by the rudeſt Souldi- 
| rs (that they could chule for the purpoſe, and ſuch like Officers) 
either halcd out of our Meetings (before the Law was made, 
as againſt us) or beat forth with much Voilence, or thruſt or 
beat with Muskets along the {treets, or punched, or knocked 
with the great ends of Muskets, and fo with Voilence drove 
forth at the Gates, from ovr own Habitations, and then were 
hindered from coming in again to o:r Employments; and moſtzit 
| not ail thete things were daily intli-ted upon us,' with many more 
crueler Bcatings and Bruilings of ourBodies, than is herein writ- 
ren ; ard our Gocds tave been ([poiled, ard ſome carried away 
and our Windows battered down, even after we were beat and 
turned out, as atocreſaid; and ſuch Firſt-dayes as we eſcaped, 
| theſe things, we wete ſhut up together in onr own Houſes, ard 
Armed men tct on every fide to keep us in, both Men and Wo- 
men, in a molt eviland unſcemly manner, and food denyM to be 
brought in to us, and ſometimes our food that was ſent us, taken 
away by the Souldiers, and other times we were ſome of us kept 
in teveral rajty Holes, which are fo bad, that moſt people do 
eſteem it a hard thing for the worlt Feilon or Offender, to be 
kept a few dayes, where we were conltrained to be ſeveral weeks, 
havirg atio both Friends, and our own Wives ard Relations, 
yea, aud Fooditielf, and other necdful things then kept alfo 
from ns; aud in Feltons- Hole the Waves of the Sea have fo beat in 
on cne of us in Winter-feaſon, that he hath ſtood in water up to 
the Ancles: for'tie which things the Lord God hath and will viſit 
thein that were the Actors thereof. 

Ai.d when we had for the ſpace of one year and half in much 
patience iuffercd many fach things as aforeſaid ; then Aﬀfiition 
was added by the ſevere Execntion of a Law againſt five or above 
mectipg trom their habitations, and aſſembling together, under 
pretence of Worihip; the which, though our Meetings were not 
in pretence, but reatly intended, and abſolutely for the Wor- 
ſup of God) yea, acing, though we were not this 
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314 The Caufe of the-long Xfficted; 
time (tor them hich we yet fuſer) the Number of Five that de- 
parted from cur h2viiations, and fo not Travſgrefſors of that 
Law, as we made :t appear unto the Mayor and Rulers that com- 
mitted us: Nettaer could they themlelves affirm and prove, tiiac 
we had therein tra:.{zrfled that Law; yet notwithſtang they iin- 
Polcd the utter moit penalty upon n3, which in the faid Law is men- 
Lioned apainit them that tranigrels it, and fo kept us fuil three 
Moncths in Priton in that Town, and three Weeks moreoyer 
then the three Moncths. And then in our Aittimus they did not 
ſo much as deal jultly with us, but writ therein, That we were 
lately taken at a Mevtingy as though it had been very lately in- 
deed ; and thereby have ſought to conceal the long Impriton- 
ment we had then lufiered tor the fame Meeting therein lignilied; ; 
and concerning, which we have allo futfered nine weeks more in 
this Prion ot }/ircbeſter, this 13th of the 11th Monceth, 1662. 
And thele our heard and unreatonable Sufferings,and grievous 
Abntes, doth even caute a Cry 'for Mercy, and may claim Com- 
paſſion in Equity, as well as Juſtice from you, who in Juſtice 
ought to ſhew Mercy, in relieving the oppreſſed ; who having | 
ſuttered all tnele things only upon the account of ſome difference 
in Opinion, in matters of Religion, or matter in us of Con- 
{ſcience to God, wherein allo the King's late Declaration ofter- 
eth us Relicf, the benefit thereof we hall gladly receive; but if 
otherwiſe, then we ſay, The will of the Lord be done, whoin 
we Gare not but follow, though it ſhould he tothe loſs of all. 
John Aujtin, fonas Geff, William Bucklan, Thomas Cozens, 
Nichlos Cumplin, William Jennings. 


Solomon Nunailoa Prifoner eleven Weeks,for not paying four 
Shillings for being abſent four Fif#-dayes from their Church at 
Farcham, which in Conſcience he could not pay.z and fo he is 
kept from his Maſters bulinefs, being a young Apprentice-lad. 

Fohn Biſhop, alſo a Prifener nine Weeks, being taken out of his 
own Houſe, from the which he was not departed, neither were 
there then found with him any more men but two. 

Humphbry *mith,a Priloner one year and threeMoneths,and ne- 
yer called at Aſtize or Seſſions, nor ſuftered tocome to any of the 
Rulers in the County to lay betore them the true ſtate of his _—_ 
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The Canſeof the long Aflicted. Ji5 
| And now ſeeing the hardneſs of the hearts of the Rulers is 
1} ſuch, that though a Copy of this fore-going Paper was ſent unto 
them, at the time of their late appointed Seſſions, and they nos 
releaſe the ſaid ſufferers nor commilerate their long and ſore ſuf- 
fering Caufe, being ſome of them but poor men, and ſeeing the 
| ſaid Paper, was turned again, and ſo the cauſe of the long op- 
preſſed turned aſide. 

Therefore is this publiſhed-( with the other) that both Rulers 
and People may hear and ſee the long and many Aiflictions of the 
harmleſs. EF | 

And now, as touching four Coats that in cold Winter wea- 
ther were ſtript off us, ſince we came to this Priſon, and 
k openly carricd forth (by one whoſe name we forbear to write) 
and the Money for them drunk preſently in [ſtrong Beer ; concer- 
ning the which, although we mentioned not a word amongſt the 
reſt of our ſufferings, 1n the fore-going Paper : And yet leeing 
it is fo, that juſt thereupon we were curbed and checked, and 
Friends kept out from us,and bitter words ulcd at them that were 

let in (though the Goaler had profit by them) and that even by 
the Goaler's Wite (ſhe having lighted Gods love, and ſo now 
hath little Pity for us) and this being alſo done at the ſame time, 
when the King's Declaration was come forth, which is ſo largely 
tending to our Liberty : And that-the ſaid Goalers Wife and 
bimſelt (if they own that aftion) may know, that it was out 
of forbcarance of love, and not of laviſh fear of any, that we 
mentioned not thele our Coats in the ſaid Paper. 

Therefore are theſe few lines pertaining to this matter, now 
24dcd to the reſt of the ſufferings of us F. .4. 1.C. F.G. N.C. 
This 14th day of the 11th Moveth 1662. 

And the cauſe, or the Reaſens wherefore the Copy of the Mite 
timus, with the anſwer of me, H. S. is herein made publick, are 
theſe. 

pe Becaulc Jokn Norton and Humphry Bennit, have not only 
thus committed me upon no otker account, . but for being tuch a 
man zs Geds-ſervants were in the days of old,. and for doing no 
other thing, but what was (though ſometimes unjuſtly) charged 
againſt them,and allo hefore this late Law was wade (intenti- 
oually) againſt Mceting. Secondly, Becauſe they have kept me 
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316 The Cauſe of the long A{:ctcd: 

clol2 Pritoner oac Year, three Moneths and upward, and 2[:4t 
Oo: ly upon tus accouir. Thrrdly, Becanie 1 have been all cis 
time doprived cvcn of that benetit of the Law in this Land whi::h 
T5::ve5 and Myrderors haveybiing not all this time called at Ailie 
or S:ifions. Feurthly, Becauſe the faid Job Norton refuicd tolet 
me have any liderty ior a little ſeaſon, when a Fricud came t9 


fk irof lim, after | tid lain here almoſt a Year. Fifthly, B2- 


caute nothing of evil 1s proved or brought in againſt me, nor any 


Law known, by which they thus keep me 1n long Bondaze, 
though wrongfully in the Afertimm they have pretended a Lav. 


Sixthly, Becaute 1 am more hardly dealt with (1n my impriton- 
ment) then the H7;;h-way-men, that break out of Priton, or any 
Dther Oilendor here, by their order, for the keeping of Friends 
trem coming in to viiit him that is one of theMenbers of Chriit in 
Prilon. Seventhbly, Becanſe that by no means all this time I can 
be permitted once to pals forth ro any Houle in the Town, and 
icveral Reatons more, wherein | am unreaſonably dealt with, ail 
which having lo long, and with much filence and patience un- 
dergone. Fightiy, Becauſe all this and much more of their hard 
dealing, and my ſufferings are ſo little regarded by the ſaid Fohr 
Norton and Humphry Bennit, and other Rulers, who ome of them 
faid, I might Ret here. | 

Therefore, 1 ſay, thus much 1s at preſent publiſhed, and that 
other tender hearted people, and the meckeſt among the Rulers, 
may both read and coniider the cauſe of the Oppretied, and alſo 
the long ſufferings of Hamphry Smith. 


The time cometh that whoſoever killeth you, will rnink, that he doth 
Ged ſervice, John 16. 2. If the Werld hate you, ye know, that it 
hated me, beforett l:atcd you, John 15. $1. But in the great day 
when it ſhall be ſaid, Come ye Bleſſed, and Goye Curſed, the things 
then laid to their charge wil be theſe, [was Hungry, Thirſty, a 
Stranzer, Naked, Sick, and in Priſon, and ye viſited me not ; 
Anſwer, Whenſaw we thee ſo ? Reply, 17 44 much as ye did it not 
wto one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to me, accordingto Mat. 


25-41, 42, 43, 44) 45, 40- 


To 


a 


os t e Sons of Me H. 


W FOuSons of men, whom God hath made to ſhew forth 
Y tie works of his hards;liſten a little, be quict and hear, 
and let your Minds be [till ; Why ſhould Envy ariſe in 
you: hea 1S$? Ict my words te received in Love; for behold, I 
ipck tn Rightcoulnels and in Peace, from him that hath gocd- 
viiltowads man; let your vain thoughts be denied, and in cool- 
n: {5s of Spitit, in true Moderation givecara little; Why ſhovld 
the trne tear of the Lord be difpited by you? Ard why ſhould 
you rot reccive lnttruction, that your Souls might live in Peace 
torcver ? Or, why Ihould I be ef! cemed by you as an Enemy, for 
brizving the Melloge of Everlaſting Peace to you, which long did 
wantit? Be quiet now therefore, and hear, all ye Judges, Ru- 
lets, Governours, Jultices, ard all other Otfhcers and Pcople 
v. 1 atlocyr, upon the face of the whole Earth, who ignorantly 
from your Zeal in that knowledge which pufieth up have had 
a hand againſt a Ciſpiſed, rejected, forſaken People, that are 
accounted the Off-icouring of all things, and are accounted as 
itcep for the flavghter, ard are killed all the day long, who fol- 
low kim in the Travall of their Soals and brokenneis of Heart, 
whole face 1s marred more then the Sors of men, to whom from 
him 10 Beauty nor Comelineſs doth appear, nor any things 
wherefore he lhould be delired, who indecd ard in truth is not 
of this World. 

Behold, I fay, unto you, who have pcrſecnted the Innocent, 
2nd {mote the harmlel(s with the Tongue, and the Filt of Wick- 
edncfs, if you will lect the humble fecd arite in you, and read 
with fear, and conlider in Mecknels, with a true deſire to re- 
ceive the Power of God*'sLove,nrto you is this Word of \ ilitati- 
cn icnt ; therefore,O ye men,tcel ye that which opens the heart ; 
for behold, I was made of one fleſh with you, and the Lord God, 
21d Father of my Life, made ail men of one Flood that they 
might feel after him and find him; and tfurely,from the true _ 

__ 


cn 
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and feeling of Gods infinite Love unto Mankind, that he might 
be faved trom Wrath to come; Therefore am | moved, with my 
Father's Pity, to viſit you, to whom Gods Love is, and in wiom 
the Seed lieth in Bondage, and 15not brought to the birth nor ve- 
liverance,but the Earth is over it; and you that ſhould be gathered 
into God's EverlaltingCovenant of Peace,who lie yet in theBon- 
dage, why will you not believe my words, which are the Truth 
of the Lord, in the.Power ef his Love, which will ſtand torever ; 
Ard fo, all your Hating, Reviling and Impriſoning the Ser- 
vents and Sced of God without you, in the Nation, and your ru- 
ling over the Innocent, Honeſt, Plain and Harmlels, is unto you 
a true figure of your hating, relilting and unpritoning the 
Seed of God which isinFou ; and your ruling over the hone!t 
meek thing in you, with T'yranny and Cruelty in the ltrength of 
your wills; and this hath long bcen fo, and by this hgure, hath 
the Lord been pleaſed to preach unto you of late years, tliat 
you might hear, and ſee, ard underitand ; and this is plainly lo, 
you being not reconciled unto that of God in Bondage in you, 
Therefore is your hatred againlt them without you, who arc re- 
conciled to God, and have no Conhdencec in the fleſh ; and be- 
cauſe you are not reconciled to him that made you,therefore hath 
his witnefs in you often times diſturbed and broke your Peace in 
the Earth, and the hand of the Lord hath to followed you, thar 
many times you could not cauſe his Spirit to ceaſe [triving with 
you tor ſome time, but even trouble trom it hath come upon you, 
eveninthe Night-ſeaſon,when you would have Peace; and when 
the Power of the Enemy of your fouls, hath riten up in you, 
with Wrath and Envy, in haſtineſs and paſlion againlt the Scr- 


'vants of the Lord, ard thereby have been moved with Envy, 


oat that which was Evil againlt them, intending thereby to 
make the true Jews bow down unto Hamas ſpirit in you; then 
afterwards, and ſome at the very time, hath the witnels of God 
in you aroſe and brought Judgment, and Trouble, and Torment 
upon you, when ſome of you kave been alone, in quictnels, then 
hath the Lord been ſecretly Dealing with you by his meature of 
Light in you, the which you have ſtrove againſt, tome not know- 
ing what it was, and {ought Peace and cale another way, and 


ſo haye not loyed that which came to contound your Wiidom, 
NOT 


TOORE 
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nor received that which is to bring the underſtanding of the pru- 
dent tonothing ; for that prudent underſtanding is in man, and 
that which is to confound it, is to be received in man; I ſpeak 
whatl know,and the Truth of which will ſtand forever : but you 
have not received that which in the heart began to judge you» 
nay, rather are you not afraid of being judged, and of that which 
judpgeth.in you? And is it not a hard laying unto you, that have 
talkt of God, topreach him unto you,who confounds the Wiſdom of 
the iſe, and brings the Underſtanding of the prudent to nothing ! and 
to tcl! you, how that which may be known of God,is manifeſt mm you ! 1s 
it not therefore plain, that you are yet joyned to that which 1s 
to be confounded, and fo have not received that which is to con- 
found, though it be in you ; for the Kingdom of God was in the 
Phariſees, but they not knowing it, did neither know the Lord of 
Glory, but crucihed him without them, and reſiſted that which 
was holy in them, yet profeſſed the Scriptures without them, as 
you do, whole minds are out from the meaſure of the Inſpiration 
ot that Spirit in you, which gave forth the Scriptures, which are 
without you, which Scriptures alſo teſtihe of the Light of Chriſt, 
which is in you, and of that which may be known of God in you, 
to which you are to come; for unto them who had the Scriptures 
without them, Chriſt Jeſus faid, Come unto me, 1 am meck and 

- dow inheart; and his Name is called the Word of God, which is 
nigh, even in your hearts, though from. you there it be hid as a 
Treaſure hid in the Field; but though it be hid from you,yet it is 
there, and though you have been unprofitable, yet have you had 
a Talent; yea,the Lord God hath given Gifts to the Rebellious, 
(though they receive it not) that he might dwell in them; ye 
hard- hearted, ſtifEnecked and uncircumciſed ! why will you not 
believe my words ? Why will you not receive the Truth ? When 
will you bend and bow before the Lord God of Life? Can you 
fay in your hearts, like the fool, That there is no God Y Wonld 
you fhvt him out, from having an entrance. in you * When was 
it that you did come tothis thing which is hid in the heart ? And 
when did you try this thing, which ſometimes judgeth, condenr- 
ncth, troubleth or confourndeth, whether this thing would give 
you the knowledge of God ? And is not the Light to give the 
knowledge of God ? And doth not he that is the Light enlighten 

: crery 
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every man? And is not the Light that which doth make marnife{ ? 


Ard is n t there lomething ia you, that doty at ſometimes make . 


manifeſt ? Ard is there not {ometiing in you, which doti jidge 
and condemn you f or-Evil, which is inade manifeſt by it ? You 
that talk of erying all repings;, 15 NOT Litere one thing, and have 
you not yer need ot one thing, even thar winch gives Power 90- 
ver iin, and cleanicth from ail tin? And have you trycd tis one 
thing, the Light,or that of God in you ?2 Whether thiz wit bring 
you to Peace with God and man? And wirther by this in you, 
you may Overcoine the World, wich is tet it the heart? And was 
nOC he that 13 the Light and the Lamb 1Lt 1 from the Foundation 
of the World ? Ard hath not the Wo: 11tuch a Foundation in 
you, and tuch a growth and itature ofer you, that you cannot lee 
to the end of it, nor believe to the overcoming of it? And 13 It 
not therefore, that you are joyncd tio that Dy which the LamH is 
flain, to that his Grave is with the Kich, and bis Burial with the 
Wicked; read ard underitand ? And duth not the Blocd of the 
{lain Cry from the ground againit you ? Did you never hear the 
the oppretled Cry ? Did you never feel a teced in you, cry aloud 
for Life, though ic lies in the Death ? Did you never know the 
houſe of Mourning, nor fcel him near, who 1s a man of Sorrows ? 
Are you quite dead and pait feeling > Nay nay, there is many of 
you are not ſo far hardened, nor yet io much given up how- 
_ ever, the time hath been that you ail might have known this thing 
I declare, of which belongs to your peace, you that have the 
Scriptures, and are talking of the place of holy Worthip, take 
heed, hearken- and hear a little, Je chit mikes an ond of fin u 
come near unto you, he who remains a Prielt forever, Mourncth 0+ 
ver you, and your day ct viiitation is come, yea, behokl the Lamb, 
the meek, harmleſs, uniported, beloved of God, comes meek- 
ly, thougheltecmed not able to fave himtclf, yet behold, its the 
King of Glory crovned with Immortality R—_ who rides 
meekly in Righteontnets,and gertle in the Father's Wiidom;yea, 
the Heir 1s come, retilt hum not, Icſt the thing which belongs to 
your Everlaſting peace be hid from 'your Eyes, for evermore, 
and you left deſolate, only having the Scriptures of Truth, but 
not the Truth in the inward parts, where the knowledge of ir 
makes free. 

For 
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For behold, the Prince of Everlaſting Peace I proclaim unto 
you, even the Word by which the World was made, by which 
Word all things are upheld, and the Word of Reconciliation, 
reconcileth the heart (Mark, its the Heart) of the parents to 
the Children, and the Children to the parents, that the Earth 
may not be tmitten with a Curie, and who ſo have received that 
Word, ſo as it comes to be ingrafted into them, thereby their 
hearts come to be reconciled one to another, and have Love, U- 
nity and Peace with all thole Things, Perſons and Creatures, 
which were at fir{t made, and are upheld by the Powcr of that 
Word, to which he that 1s come, of ' him its written, [72 Fame 
be ſhall redeem thee from Death ; and in War, from the Power of the 
Sword, ard thou ſhalt be hid from the Scourge of the Tongue ; n:vthey 

ſhalt thou be afraid of Deſtruttion, when it comrth; at deſtruittion ond 
famine thou ſhalt lauzh ; neither ſhalt thou be afraid of the beaſ# of thr 
Earth, for thou ſh. be at leaoue with the ſto;1es of the field, and the 
beaſts of the field ſhall bein league with thee, and thou f a know, th.:t 
thy Tabernacle (h.ull be in peace, and thou ſhalt viſit thy habit tion, 
avid ſhalt not ſm. And you thatare fzr off from coming to read 
this within, may ſearch the Scriptures, and read it there of a 
fecd, thar [ha'l be great,as the oſt-ſpring chat ſha!l be as the Grals 
of the Earth for Number ; ſo ſhall they be multiplied, in whoſe 
Mouthes there is found no guile,& are Children that will not Lye, 
that ace com? to hum who is the Prince of Peace that makes an 
end of fin, and 1s tie Word before the lin, and the Covenant of 
God, the Everlitfting Father, who proclaims Liberty to the cap- 
tive, and isthe one thing needful, in the which all things are re- 
conciled to Gnd, andin him to one another whether things in 
Heaven, or in Eaith, or urder the Earth, whereby comes Peace 
in the receiving, and ſubmititon unto that Word of Power by 

which aii things were made, and are upheld, and the Ligiit of 
that word 1s that which is become unto us both Reſt, aud Joy, and 
Lite, and Peace. 

And Lis 1s that which is miniſtred into every Creature ; ar 
this we have head in ſecret, and proclaim on the Houle tops, 
and this 15 to be preached unto all Nations, that by it he tat 15 8- 
bove all, tizoagh all, and 1n all, niay come to b2 knowns 
witch 1s the Goipel of the Kingdom ; ard this I proclaim unto 

S-£ you 
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you, and publiith, within your borders, and make mention of 
- his Name within your Gates, that the Lifeof Immortal P cace 
there you miglit feel, and this is it, which you have long rei:it- 
ed, as your Fathers did, and when you have rebelled azaiuſt 
this, like them betore, thatallo rebelled ag2inſt the Light, Jeb 
24. 13- And having reliſted it in your (elves, then you rite up 
againlt us, who believe in the Light, Fobs 12. 39. and waen you 
have even murthered the witnels in your ſelves, then you {ect to 
deſtroy us; who bear witneſs, that he is come, who reproves the 
World of lin; and the World is ſet inthe Heart, and the Light 
i5 come into the World, and that which reproverth for lin is in 
you, though by reaſon of lin it is wounded, and often overcome, 
and with that which is wounded in you, we mourn, and, with 
that which ſometimes troubles yon, we have Peace ; and that in 
you is our Friend, and pleads for us againſt you, whom you re- 
fuſe to hear ! and that which you are molt afraid of, we love and 
embrace ; and that vihich would break your hearts, hath broke 
ours, and that in you which is to kill the Life you live, is that 
which hath brought us from Death to Life, by which we now 
live; for that which was alive is dead, and that which was dead is a- 
live, and the firſt born us ſlain, ard the ſeed is come forth from under 
Deaths Boxd ; but you that are Rich, and think you need nothing, 
in whom Wickedneſs is found, are the grave, (1/atah ) in 
which that is buried, as a dead thing, which ſhould fave trom 
Death, and .give power over the Grave, and bring peace for 
evermore; And if that in you ariſe not, to give you Life and 
Peace, and ſo fellowſhip with-us, whoſe Life is in it, yet do we 
with It rejoyce in its Righteous Judgments, and have fellow- 
ſhip with it, as it ariſeth to j1dge and condemn you for your 
ditobeying and contemning of it; for abſolutely if you will 
not let it now ariſe, to mortifie the Luſt and bring down the Life, 
which is in the ſtrength of your wills, and fo to give you peace, 
then will it ariſe hereafter, to jud%e and condemn you, when you 
thall not be able any longer to reliit, nor overcome the ſtrength 
of = dreadful power, in executing” Judgment uponthe Tranl- 
greflor. 


k To 


y 


eee, i PI IIY 


323 


To Friends at Ailsbury (Priſon) and itt 
them parts. 


lowers of the Lamb of God in faithful Sufferings for 
the Teſtimony of his Name, and remain Priſoners for 
the ſame Truth and Teltimony of Jeſus, for which alſo this Bo- 
dy of mine doth and hath long ſuffered Reſtraint and Bonds, 
and my Soul grieved with the Sedomitiſh Wickedneſs and Hea- 
theniſh Prophainneſs of Hard-hearted Rebellious to God, and dif- 
obedient Ungodly People, whoſe Judgment ſlumbereth not, and 
whole Damnation will certainly come and be juſt from God up- 
on them, who have made a Covenant with DeatIf, and ſhew forth 
themielves as a people at an Agreement with all the Powers of . 
Hell, in which is the Reward of all the Wicked, that have for- 
gotten God and wholely rejefted the manifold Manifeſtation ef 
his Mercies, which unto you, O ye dear and tender-hearted ! 1s 
as precious Oy1, and as deſirable Treaſure! Who can but prize 
the Mercies of the God of Heaven? How refreſhingly hath 
it often flowed in upon the thirſty Habitations of many, to the 
abundant refreſhing and comforting of the weary Land ? Oh! 
how ſweetly, and with what pleaſantneſs hath mine Eyes beheld 
the ſpringing up, and the growth and ſpreadings of the tender 
Plants, after the diſtiling ſtreams of the Heavenly Dews upon 
them, and every one {tanding in his place flouriſhing with their 
Branches over the Earth, not one oftending the other, and all 
caſting forth a ſweet favour, being daily repleniſhed with the 
{pringings up of the Sapof Life, and comforted with the Stin 
Beams of Righteouſneſs ? How harmonioully then doth the Gar- 
den flouriſh 5 And how beautiful is cvery Plant, whom God hath 
planted ? And 1s it poſlible for any other plants & bring forth 
Fruits unto holineſs, but only ſuch whotn the Gad of Heaven 
cauſeth to grow ? And how ſad is it for any one-Phant to hurt, 
kill or deſtroy another ? And who can without fome Remorle 
; EF: or 
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32 In Epifle to Friends at Ailsbury. 
or Pity bchold the withering ard fading of any ſnch Plants, 
whole flouriſhing wes once fo dghfhiſom, that 21 who palicd by, 
and took notice thereof, commended them for their viitne;z (cr 
at lealt, took ſome {pecial rotice of rhcir predence, ard the wil- 
dom of him by wkem they flourithed, in that they grew, multi- 
plied and proſpered, though they could not perceive, nor un- 
derſtard, by what invilible virtue they thus were nourithed, nor 
whence it came 

I fay, again, when I have bcheld the T recs of the Lord, the 
Plants of the Garden of God, in their fret green growing, flou- 
riſhing united State, inthe Lite of Liberty, my hcart hath of- 
ten been refreihed, my Soul quickned, my Spirit revived, and 
my mind and delires abundantly fatisficd ; Then hath my life 
ſounded forth the precious praites of the Almighty in the Afſem- 
blies of the upright, and my Heart broken therewith, in the dc- 
ligltfom Love, hath poured forth Thankſgiving, with terder- 
nels and tears in ſecret : O! how then hath the overflowing of 


Mercy reachcd over the uttermolt borders of my dwelling ? and 


how ſweetly have we then been comforted and revived one in an- 
other ? How lovely then hath the face of the Righteous b:en, 
when Righteouſnels it ſeif, in the Meeknels of Love, looked 
forth at the Windows ? How were the Bowels of cach other, 
then enflamed within them? How ſweet was the Bcanty of 
Meeknels to the Beholders ? Who then could but reccive the 
tore of the loveline's it (elf ? | 


Dear Lambs «5 the fold of Heaven, whole hearts are ſtill open-' 


ed, by the fecling ot tae virtne of life, who only know me, and 
can hear the words of my Life, ard ur:derftand the Voice of my 
Love; My Heart ard Son] falires you, my Love is dear urito 
you, my Life hath lor reached torth it ſelf towards you 3 in my 
Remembrance your Lite 1s written, 1 am your Servant in the 
Love of God, a Member of the Body with you, a Brother in T7:- 
Eulasioris,a Companion with you in your Warfare, a Feeder with you 
at your T.ble, and one that rejoyceth with you, In the Jey un- 
ſpe-koble, being wade with you a partakey of that precious [nhe- 
ritarce, that fadeth not away, where Lifs, and Love, and fel- 
lowſhip, with Pr:iſes and Tharksgioing abourdeth forever, 
W herewith ſhould 1 grect you, in the Greetings of that Love, 
| | which 
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which cannot be uttered ? And how ſhould I Salute you in that 
whit cannot be declared ? What words mightl uſe to ſpeak 
fort. the Lite of Wiſdom, orreach forth the true love of a bro- 
ken 17. -:i., Behold ! I may become as a Babe herein and be li- 
Ien? :- a Child, yerlearning utterance, leſt in reaching forth of 
ry 13-21 4th, i inonld figritie my weakneſs to unfold the unde- 
clarea'>- intnitnels of the falnels of Virtue, Wiſdom, Meck: 
neſs, L:fe ard Love, from the mcaſure whereof my f1mple words 
mo} cc: tainly doat preſent procecd, as ſome few amongſt many 
will ſurely perceive hereby, who remain in the ſingle-heartcdneſs 
of uncchled Unity, whoſe defires are Itii] afreſh enflamed, and 
who'c Bowels yet deily yearn after a more fnller enjoyment of 
God, and the £1 reate ard preſervation of his Precious Truth, 
ard whotor ihe fame can Ititl deny themſelves, to ſerve others 
in the true ſenſe and feeling of the urdefiled brotherly Love, 
and whoczn lay down their Crowns that the Lamb may be ho- | 
noured, an !:iterinthe inward man, that the Brother may be 
preierved for whom Chriſt dyed, and towards whom Gods 
Love was, cven when he was an Enemy, the which love of God 
being continued towards thee, in the fame Love ſhouldeſt thon 
continue towards thy Brotiter,and there-with mayſt thou do him 
good, and perform tome ſervice towards the Lord, whoſe love 
vas towards you both ; and then from him ſhalt thou receive a 
Reward into thy own Boſoin, and inthe necdftul time, God will 
deliver thee, and at the hour of Tryal he will Succour thee, and 
thou (the dear Playt of the Lord) thereby maylt ſtand; thong] 
ſome that were ſtronger then thee be overcome and tall into the 
Snare of the Enemy in that hour of Tryal, and be then entan- 
glcd with many Incumdrances, and that of divers kinds. 

The Lord God of Heaven ard Earth preſerve my dcar ten= 
der hearted Lambs 2nd Brethren out of fach things, that a Vail 
may r.ct come over yov, and fo the Life be ftopt trom ſpringing 
upinyou; for then may tuch agaii go Mourning all the day long, 
vhcn none Ucth pity. | 

Friends, the often Incomes of Geds Love, and the forth flow- 
ings ct tne ſame towards yon, and the precious ſeed of God in 
thein parts, hatli conſtrained me at preſent tovilit you in the true * 
love of my Soul with theſe Lines, that fo you might not orly 
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hear from me, but alſo in ſome meaſure be comforted in me» 
and likewiſe ſome of you a little refreſhed hereby. For Behold» 
the God of Heaven is my Refuge, and ſtrengri:, and the Lord 
of Hoſt is my Upholder, and the holy One of 1/-a'l is my Ever- 
laſting Support, and the daily Incomes of that which doth truly 
comfort, is as Marrow to my Bones, yea, the Lord hath prolong- 
ed my dayes, inlarged my Borders, aid beautifyed the Place of 
my Dwelling My heart is overcome with his Love, my Soul is 
filled with his Virtue, and my Tongu- doutli declare of his Good- 
neſs; the praiſcs of the Lord aſccnd vp io Heaven, wloe Mer- 
cies refreih the Earth; Oh that yuu might partake with me of the 
unſpeakable Bleſſings of Ged, and teel and reccive 1n your lelves, 
the true Tenders and Otters of the tenderneis of my Love here- 
by preſented unto you, that you might feel voi Hearts begin to 
open therewith, to recetye the ine, that in the Lite of the Spi- 
rit of Tri:th you may truly nercel, e mc to be preſent prailing the 
Lord witi: you, and Jikey, itt pertiling with you of your ſufter- 
ings, having allo Acyuaintance of your trick, and being truly 
{enlible of your maniioid Fryals and ! rivilitions : The Lord 
prelerve you to the end thereot. 

And Friends, let not your hcarts be ſad, reither be ye over- 
much cait down with any thing whatſocver (of which 1 forbare 
to mention} neitacr be ye diſcouraged by reaſon of any thing 
that the Lord briageth or ſaftereth to come to pals, either a- 
mongſt us or conceriing us, neither Ict the multitude of Tryals, 
nor the length of dayes therein cauie you in the leaſt to diſtruſt 
the-Lord, who in his ſecret Wiſdom (in the end of ai things) 
bringeth forth good unto ſuch, who in all conditions, and un- 
der all Tryals, do truly love and cleave unto the Lord their 
ſtrength. : : 

But why ſhould | multiply words ? The intent ot my heart 1s, | 
that you might have benelit oy the increaſe of the fame love of 
God, and tie Spring: torth thereof, of the wich we have all 
received ; For you knyw the Truth which tceachcih all things, 
and a mcaſure of that Litc, from whence all rh2 words do come, 
which dg. ſervice for the Lord, and are belpſul to his Servaits, 
and comfortable to his Choſen people and for the retreiling of 


the tender Lambs, and the building up of the members in the 
holy ; 
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ho'y Unity, to grow up in the holy Life for the honour of his 
Gio ious Name forever, in whoſe bleſſed \Vame, Life, Strength 
and //irrue is found, the which indeed is become a true Refuge 
uno the Choſen 1ſracl of God, where they are ſuccoured, when 
none can help, and where they are preſerved, when none other 
can uphold, unto whom they can pour forth their Complaints in 
ſecret, and Addrels themiclves at every needful time, whoſe com- 
plaints are never by him rejected, nor turned back upon the Up- 
right hcartcd; as ſometimes it hath been, when help or com- 
fort i.ath been expected from ſome of the Children of men, who 
may alſobe tempted, and in danger of being overcome, but the 
Lord can never be overcome, ncithcr can he ever Err in his Un- 
derſtanding, or miitake in his Judgments, nor reject that which 
is tiuly fimple and tender, neither yet receive that which is 
deceitful, though appearing or ſeeming never ſo Glorious, 

Letall Friends, whole hearts are tender, in the tenderneſs 
thereof ſtill, return unto him, from that which cauſeth a hard- 
neſs, and out of that which bringeth diſtruſt, to leave that which 
bringeth darkneſs into the mind, and fo to get from the barren 
places into the fruitful Habitation of the living. Then ſhall 
Peace flow as a River, and Unity {hall flouriſh as the varieties of 
the various Flowers in the Field, and Righteouſneſs ſhall ſpread 
over all ss the Morning dew ; and then the Beanty of the Righte- 
ous ſhall ſhine, and the Glory of the Lord ſhall yet more abun- 
dantly appear, and Fruit [hall encreaſeas in the Summer ſeaſon, 
and the Vineyard of the Lord ſhall yet again flouriſh in Righ- 
teonſnelſs, and the Lord ſhall be glorified in his Saints, who is 
greatly admired by al: them that truely believe. Oh! that the 
{ced might lift up the head ! Oh ! thatthe Plants of Righteouſ- 
neſs might ſpring ! that the true Mourner might be comforted, 
Fhat fruit might abound in abundance, That the weak might re- 
ceive [trength, That the Seed of the Lamb may know the Bold- 
neſs of the Lyon, That all might be retrcihed together, and that 
you all might live, and grow, and encreale with the Encreaſes of 
God. | . 

The Lord God of Heaven and Earth grant theſe things unto 
you, and fulfill them in yon, that you may be filled with Vir- 
tuc, and. wax bold and Valiant tothe end, inthe noble Life of 
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\ the honourable Power vt God, whoſe Name is bleſſed for ever- | 
morez Amen. 
'_ From Wincheſter Priſon is this fone forth towards you, ard the true 
Love and Simplicity of Heart, by your Brother in the felloyſlnp and 
Teſtimony of Feſus, and the Bonds f the Goſpel. 


Humphry Smith. 
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To be read amonaſt them in much Wiſdom, 
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Heaven and Earth hath paff.1 through and amongſt 

you, and the Word of his Poy,cr, in the dread of his 

holy Name, hath been publithed within your borders, aid the 

way of everlaſting Life and Riehreonſr.cfs hath plainly been 

declared to the underſtanding, and the Covenant of everlait- 
:ng Peaceand Truth hath been rendred unto your Hearts, and | 
the Day of Viſtation from God hath bcen freely offered unto 
- Your Souls, and the things which belong to your everlaſting 
23ppineſs hath been ſet before your Eyes, and thoſe tings of 
the Kir2dom of God, which pertain to the Sons of me: to 
Enow, 11 the power of his-W idom, and in the !Ircngth of 
hisMight, hath been demonſtrated among you, and the ten- 
| | Ur 


| # | He ſend of the everlaſting Truth of the Lord God of | 
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der Call of God in the day of his love hath be@h unto you': 
Oh that your Hearts might retain '1t forever, and that your 
: Eyes might be abundantly opened, to ſee into the unſearchable 
| things of God Oh, that your underſtandings might yet be 
x ' more opened to receive the Riches of the inviſible Truth of 
4 God! Oh that your Hearts might come to be more enlarged 
| therewith! and that you who have known the Call of God, 
| and felt the working of his Grace in your hearts unto a true 
. Convincement, might all come to live the Life of Righteouſneſs, 
and forever hereafter to walk from that more and more, which 
you ars truly convinced of to be evil, either in Word or Deed, 
or any manner of Praftice whatſoever, and to walk with more 
Circumſpettion, and Integrity, and Faithfulneſs'to'the Lord, 
in obedience unto all things, truly made known unto you to 
| be right, and juſtifiable in the ſight of the God of Heaven. 
| This certainly is the breathings of my Soul unto the God of 
Heaven for your evcrlaſting Well-fare. 
And the true deſire of my preſent enlarged Heart for your 
Eternal Happineſs, is, That as the Lord'of Heaven and Earth 
hath counted you worthy of his Call, in the power of his 
Grace, which bringeth Salvation unto all, you may not judge 
your ſelves unworthy of the Kingdom of God, but may cleave 
unto his Truth in the inward parts, leaving all that which hath 
kept yon from it, whatſoever it be; and all that which hath 
hindred you, and doth hinder from the Life and Virtue of it in 
your own Hearts; this all to leave behind you forever, and to 
give it away freely, and as freely willing as a man wonld part 
with Droſs for Gold, and preſent mortal Honour for immortal 
Renown forever for behold, the Glory of the World paſſeth 
away, and all the Beauty thereof ſhall be as a fading Flower 
when It is fully ripe, the ſtrength thereof ſhall melt away like 
| Wax before the Jealoulie of onr God; and e/£zypt ſhall be 
judged, and B.+bylon confounded, and the ſtrength of the Op- 
prelſor brought down; and the Lord will weaken the power 
of the Heathen, and all the Earth ſhall know, that-he is the ſame 
God of Power and righteous Judgments as ever, in the d:y 
when he cometh in the dread of his Power to aſſemble the 
Heathen to Judgment, andto pour forth Floods of Indignation 
Llu UPOR 
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ppon the Wicked, when Anguiſh ſhall enter the dwellings of 
the Ungodly, and- intolerable perplexity ſeize upon the Con- 
ſciences of the Unfaithful ; when the Hypocrite ſhall no longer 
cover hiniſelt, nor the Adverſaries of S:oz rcjoyce againtt her ! 
when the Lord ſhall reach forth his Hand and icatter his open 
Enemies, asinthe day of ſlaughter, and conſume the Bryars 
of the Earth, as with endleſs Burnings and unquenchable Flames 
in the ſtrength of his Fury, when he pleadeth by the Fire of his 
Jealouiic and the Sword of his Mouth, with all the Wicked, Un- 
godly and Unfaithful ones, who make Fleſh their Arm, and 
depart from the Word of the living God in their Hearts, which 
then they ſhall know to be Powerful againſt ail Unrighteoulncls, 
and quick in executing Judgments accordingly. 

Oh ! happy is the Man that then ſhall know a Refuge, and 
bleſled ſhall the People be whoſe God is then the Lord, and full 
well will it be for them who then know a hiding place ! Then 
ſhall S:oz alone rejoyce, and Jerxſalem be glad forever, and only 
the redeemed of the Lord ſhall walk in the Paths of his Judg- 
ments, and in the midlt of devouring and conſuming Fire, which 
to them ſhall be as a Wall for everlaſting defence round about 
them, and as precious healing Oyl of Joy and Gladneſs in the 


midſt, and as pure Oyntment poured out into the Wounds of 


the broken-hearted ! Light ſhall ſhine forever in their Habvita- 
tions, and Wiſdom ſhall be found in them, like as 1n Darzel the 
Servant of God in the dayes of Old, and only the Faithful ſhall 
ſtand, and the Upright-hearted ſhall endure, and God will keep 
his little Ones, and the Weak ſhall be ſtrengthened by him, and 
the Poor of the Flock ſhall be comforted ; and the Feeble among 
men s$hall receive ſtrength from God as the Morning, and re- 
newing of virtue as the dawning of the day, and the Lambs of 
the Fold shall be kept, and only Gods People $shall ſtand; yea, 
they shall ſtand, and the Gates of Hell, with all the powers of 
darkneſs, shall never prevail againſt them ; the Lord hath ſpoken 
it ; whoſe Words shall ſtand forever, which shall ſeal it unto the 
Heritage of God, and the Droſs mult be purged away, arid the 
Unbelieving mult ſtand behind ; and the Careleſs will ſtagger 
at the Promiſes ; and they that ſeek themlelves $hall have Self 


enough ; but Self shall never help them in that day, mm 
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Shall their own Wiſdom ſtand them inſtead, neither yet their 
Righteouſneſs, in the Day of God's Controverſic, when the 
great Oaks $hall fall, and the lofty Cedars shall bow to the Dirt, 
when no covering at all shall hide, but that which is put upon 
men by the Power of God's dwelling Spirit in the Heart of every 
individual, by the virtue thereof, and not otherwiſe. 

Andthis moreover I ſay to every, particularly unto you who 
were late aſtray from God, and lately were convinced of the 
precious Truth of his Son, that in the Name and Power of the 
Lord God of Heaven and Earth from him to you was I ſent, and 
that more chiefly to gather the Out-caſts, than to feed the 
Lambs, who were already gathered ; and rather to call home 
the loſt Sheep, than to nouriſh them that were already brought 
home, and to call Sinners to Repentance, and for the opening 
the Hearts, Underſtanding and Eyes of thoſe, who though they 
truly deſired, had not clearly underſtood the ſecret things of 
the hidden Wiſdom of the Almighty : And truly, my Love was 
to Sinners, and the true affeftions and breathing of my Soul 
for the Prodigals in them parts, which were moft chiefly my 
Meſſage from God at that time, and my Service of Love unto 
the Souls of ſuch in them parts, and to publiſh the Name of the 
Almighty in the great Congregations; and ſurely my own Bre- 
thren,even the gathered Flock of God,attended in much patience, 
whillit I thus performed my Service of love to you ; neither 
did I turn my Face from you to them, nor with-held from 
you the Countel of God intruth ; neither was I negligent in the 
Service todo you good ; neither yet ſparing of my ſtrength, nor 
with-holding my Speech, when God gave utterance ; but rather 
can truly ſay, I could even have been ſpent for you, in the dif- 
charge of my Conſcience to the Lord my ftrength. 

And now, this is that which my Heart deſfireth of you, and 
my Soul delireth for you, That you all, and every of whoſe 
Hearts then God touched with the feeling of his Love, by the 
power of his Immortal Word, through me his weak Earthen 
Veſlel, that you all may obey the Call and Viſitation of God 
in the requiring of his Light in your own Hearts, thereby wil- 
lingly todepart from the wayes of the Wicked, the profeſſions 
of the Hypocrites, and = paths of Ungodly men, and to ſtand 
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no long inthe way of Sinners, nor regard the counſel of them 
who hate the Light and Truth in the inward parts, and to come 
gt from among(t them that are unclean, who live ſtill more 
and more in that which pollutes them, who live in their Sins, 
profeſſing God and ſerving the Devil, until they have finiſhed 
their Sins, which then bringeth forth Death ; and he that dyeth 
in his Sins, not believing in the Light, which makes an end of 
fin, cannot come where Chriſt is. And fo, the Tree falling, 
there it lieth ; and a4 Death leaueth,Fudyment findeth,, and as Fudg- 
ment findeth, ſo ſhall the Reward according to the deeds be, Ard 
tacn ſhall every man ſtand or fall to hisown Maſter; the Ser- 
vants of the Devil to their Maſter, and the Servants of God to 
their Maſter; and there is no more Maſters but them two, and 
no man can ſerve botl:, though Thouſands profeſs the one and 
ſerve the other, who in that day mult give an accourt whom they 
have ſerved, and not whom they have profeſſed ; for they who 
profeſſed God,and ſerved the Devil, were Hypocrites ; and ſoare 
unto this day, of whom the World is fall. And bleſled are they 
who by the living Power of the Soul-ſaving Grace of God, are 
' truly redeemedout of the way, works, worlſhips and nature of 
ſuch, to ſerve the living God in the newneſs of the ſpirit, through 
Faith and Patience, and to walk in Innocency beep the Lord 
for eyermore. © Such hall come to rejoyce in the Truth, andthe 
Arm of the Lord (hall bring them more nearer to himſelf, thas 
they may come to ſee the Lord in his Glory, and to praiſe him 
in the Land of the living, and to beho'd Sa in her ,perfect 
Beauty, and to feel their Unity with Gods Elect, and-to enjoy 
the Covenant of Everlaſting Peace, that ſha!] never be broken, 
to be bound up together in the life of Immortality, Wiſdom and 
Righteouſneſs, to ſhine forth as the Morning, like the Jewels of 
the Lamb, and to be beautifhed with Meckncts as the Members of 
the unſpotted of God. 

Oh! the Crownot Rejoycing and Everlaſting Felicity that is 
| ſet before you, to whom I am not able to expreſs the infinite 
bounty and-goodnels of the [Almighty ! Oh! who can hold 
when the Lord.hath ſpoken, or conceal his Joving-kindneſs, 
when the Almighty giveth utterance ? The Lord hath enlarged 


my Heart, kt, me not therefore enquire among you, where - 
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| there is room to receiveit! Oh! let there be an inward ſearchs 
' whether that the door be open, and the ſtraitneſs taken away, 
| that he which was with you may find entrance in you, and you 
| truly come to feel the receiving of his life, to the glad Tidings 
of your Hearts. From ſuch an outward Priſon cannot keep 
me, nor from them the valt diſtance of Miles cannot with-hold 
| . me! Behold, I ſay, in the Name of God, I am near unto you. 

| And when youare aſſembled together with one accord, inthe 
place where the L:ghr is a Miniſtry to the work, this read among 
you in the tear of the God of Heaven; then ſhall many of you know 
It 10 10 be, & that the Lord hath given me of his unlimited Spirit, 
which 1 frecly Ict forth unto you : And the breathings of my 
litc are, that you might receive beneſit thereby, and be com- 
fo: ted together. Ana be ſtrengthened in the inward man, that 
the i-evil may not prevail, nor the love of the World overcome 
the innocent Ucſir:s whichGod hath begotten;let no unbelief nor 
ſNavi:h icear hinder you in your ſpiritual progreſs toward the at- 
tainment of the Crown of Life in the Kingdom of bleſledneſs, 
which God hath certainly prepared: for the upright and in- 
nocent. 

Ard now, behold, I turn unto my Brethren, the called and 
choſen of God, whom my Soul hereby ſalureth, unto whom I 
cannot by words lufficiently expreſs my Love,neither have I room 
to publiſh the enlargedneſs thereof in writing, neither will 
uſual phraſes of Speech ſatisfie my broken Heart. Oh! bleſfled 
be the day that ever you were called, and the hour of your Vi- 
ſitation, and the time of the Conception of the Seed in the. 
Womb, and the ſeaſon of the fortt-coming thereof into the 
liberty of Peace ! Bleſſed be the Lord forever on your behalf, 
who hath choſen you to the riches of life, and brought you to 
the Well-ſprings of Mercy, and cauſed you to drink of the 
Rivers of his ſtrength, which hath daily been renewed unto you 
Oh | bleſſed be the God whole love hath not been with-held 
from your Souls, and who hath not with-held counſel from your 
| Eyes ! 

'F riends, God hath opened my Heart unto you, receive me 
therefore as in the Bowels of Mercy, that now we may praiſe 
the Lord foreyer.; Oh! that your Souls may with me forever 
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magnifie the unutterable Power of the God of Heaven, and that 
you may this day with me drink freely of the Cup of Eternal Sal- 
vation, that then we may reſt together as in a Bed of Repoſe, 
in the delightſom Arms of our Father's love, that forever we 
may ling the Song of the Lamb, and ſound forth the Praiſes of 
the Almighty together, that you may know the Lord is withy 
me, and that the holy One of 1/racl is indeed become my ever- 
Taſting Support. And unto you all, Friends, Erethren and 
fellow Members of the heavenly Body, theſe are the pourings 
forth of Gods infinite Love, free for all that can receive it. 

And thus in few words as unto you,my Brethren,evren deſiring 
to be felt and received in that which comprehendeth all words, 
and is more than words can expreſs, in which the words end, 
which was before the words were, where my dwelling is; and 
you that truly know me, know it ſo to be, where-with you in 
the cternal Becing and Subſtance of all living, I relt in the 
Fountain of Mercy, dcliring daily, in my pourings forth of my 
Soul unto God, that you all may walk blameleſly, and be pre- 
ſerved in the Truth of your Hearts, to ſtand ſtedfaſt in the day 
of Tryal at hand.. And ſo in the power of Wiſdom, which is 
the Refuge of the Innocent, the Lord God Almighty of Hea- 
_ and Earth preſerve you all, and keep you all for evermore, 

_ 


And hereby you may likewiſe know, that I am in health and ſtrength | 


of Body and Soul, and that my Heart is ſometimes enlarged with the 
Power of Gods Love, and my Spirit at Liberty, which is out of their 
power to impriſon, by whom my Body is ſhut up in the cloſe unſavoury 
Priſon of my late and long ſad Sufferings in the common Goal at Win- 
cheſter, where this is written by him that God bath called herein to 
be your Servant," in obedience to his bleſſed Will ; known to the Wirld, 
but unto you #3: that which « nearer than this Name, 


Humphry Smith, 
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Ythes at firſt were not required, —_— only of the. 
: Spoils of the War (only once) by Abraham, unto him 
that was made like unto the Son; but the Subſtance be- 
ing cvme (even Chriſt) who was before the Wars, and before 
Abraham, he redcems out of the Luſt, from whence the Wars 
ariic; and ſobringeth to an end of that from whence Wars come, 
and io to an End of that from whence Tyehes were firſt given, and 
ſo to ive nor pay Tythes any longer, being redeemed out of 
Luit, a..d Wars, and Fightings, by the Blood of Jeſus, who 
| ſaid, I amthe Light, that abideth a Prieſt forever; and his day A- 
bruham rcjoyced to lee, who brings to the End of the Tythes, 
| and makes War with that, and ſlayes that, which cauſed men to 
Slay one another in the Wars, who comes to ſave the Life, who 
| 1s Greater than Abraham, who being now come, denyeth fight- 
| 
| 
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ing, and ſaith, He that takgth the Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword : 
And ſo that was to periſh whereby Tythes were firſt given ; then 
mult there needs be an end of Tythes, which alſo periſheth with 
the uling, and the Law for the Tythes (which had a ſhadow of 
good things to come ) decayes and waxcs old, and vaniſheth away, 
the good things themſelves being come, and good will towards 
man, and the. Covenant of Light to joyn the hearts together. 
1 For Tythes were never given nor paid until after men had kil- 
| led, and llain, and done violence and wrong one to another ; 
and Chrilt ſaith, Love your Enemies ; and if he ſmite thee ou the one 
| Check, turn the other : And fuch as are come to that, and obey 
his command, are come out of the Wars and the Strife unto the 
Prince of Peace wlio was before the Wars, and ſo know the 
peaceable Covenant, which will ot wax old, but lalt forever, in 
which there is no Wars nor killing one another, and ſo comes 
to the End of that Covenant, which commanded the Tythes, 
and to the change of the Law, the Prie{t whereof; and they that 
receive the T ythes, murder and ilay him that is to bring to. the 


End 


230 To ty dear Friend Elizabeth Smith. 


_ Endof Tythes; ſo that by him to the End of Tythes they are 
mot come, nor from under the firſt Covenant, where the Tythes 
are paid whilſt the vail is over the Heart, and that Miniſtry 
ftanding,which makes nothing Perfect,and will dye, and change, 
and periſh, but he that Redeems out of and from amorg them, and 
that which periſheth, abides 2 Prieſt forever : and of him it is 
ſaid, he liverh. And ſo him we bear Teſtimony of, who is en- 
tred within the Vail, in whom the Vail is done away,and ſo that 
is ſeen, and departed from, and made an end of, which ſtood 
wullſt the Vail was hot rent, and the way into a more my 
known than the firſt Covenant, wherein the Tythes were pai 
the Vail being over the Heart, and is yet over the Hearts of all 
them who pay or receive Tythes, and all that uphold it; who 
may-take notice, that the firſt Prieſts that ever took by force Of- 
ferings, were Sons of Belial, and krew not God, whom the Lord 
deſtroy*d, and they periſhed inthe Wars with the Sword, 1 Sam. 
2. 12, ver. 16. Therefore we cannot but deny Tythes, and the 
upholding of it, and all ſuch as take it (eſpecially) Ly force, 
which Actiens are the fruits of ſuch Prieſts as know not God, and 
ſuch he will overturn. For the Seed of God in many Thouſands, 
Cryes unto him, byjreaſon of the Cruel Oppreſſion of Tythes, from 
under which the Lord will deliver us. 


Humphry Smith. 


This for my nearly related Friend Eliza- . 
beth Smith at Little Cawerne. 


Power that called 'me to obey and follow him, even in 

that day when I was not acquainted with his Voice,and 

who hath been my Guide, Defence, Syccour and Comfort unto 
this day and moment, and who hath ever upheld me, as a Fa- 
ther the Child by the Arm of his Power, whom thc wr{d neither 
did uor can by its Wiidom ever know, who 1s the orly gyad» -n 
viltble 


f Di He God of Heaven, that m#de me, and the Lord God of 
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To my nearly related Friend F. Smith. 447 
viſible Spirit that upholdeth all things by the Word of his Power, 
who is dreadful to the Hearhen that know him not,and more pre- 
cious than ever can be expreſſed with Tongue or Pen, unto them 
who have felt and received and live in the true ſence of the En- 
larging incomes of the virtue of his Power, the Life whereof to 
them is moſt defirable. My Strength, Life and Refuge alone is 


he, whoſe ſervice | have no cauſetodecline, and whoſe precious' 


powerfull call he never gave me cauſe to repent ; for with himſelf 
he hath and doth dayly gratify me with a full Reward for all, and 
all manner of my manifold Tryals, and daily Sufferings, and 
Exerciſes, which 1 meet with in the way, but really and Abſo- 
lutely.l can truly ſ2y, that none of thele things move mein the 
leaſt from that foundation, upon which the God of Heaven and 
Earth hath long ſince eftablithed me, that I might ſtand for him 
| and the Glory of his Name, who hath both ſetand appointed me 
thereunto, and given me Courage, asa fortified Tower, to ſtand 
as a mark for the Adyerlaries of $0» to vent forth the utmoſt of 
- their limited Fury. And in the Lord my ſtrength is my Conf 
dence, - neither have | believed that ever I ſhould diſtruſt him, 
though ſince the day that 1 have known him he hath even duffered 
the Sorrows of Death, and the pangs of Hell, and the Powers of 
Unutterable Darknels at ſometimes to compaſs me 4n on every 
ſide, and to lift upthemſelves in the vaunting Arrogancy-of the 
fwelling Pride thereof, as Mountains never to be removed. But 
behold, he who hath his way'in the WhirE-wind, and his path 


through the midſt of the deepeſt Ocan, him alone it was that 


my broken Heart was by the power of his conſtraining Love re- 
ſolved to follow forever, even through the greateſt difficulties, 
and the moſt hardelt Straits, Tryals and' Hardſhips, with alf 
manner of outward and inward Sutferings, that might be per- 
- mitted to happen unto or fall upon any one of the Children of 
men. Oh! thatIcould now ſnihctently declare his Goodneſs, 
and fo fully and effeftually make mention of his Power, as it de- 
ſerveth ! or as the Lord hath given into my Heart to deſire of hiny 
to be made uſe of, in the Declaration or Manifeſtation thereof in 
thismy day, untothe Sons and Children of men. Surely, when 
[ am waiting of him, and of his unutterable Goodneſs and Pa- 
wer, my Words and Lines arealſo ſhort of ſetting forth, the 

X x Virtue 
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Virtueand Fullneſs of the moſt nnexpreflible divine excellency 
thereof, that ſometimes 1 am rather ready to dwell in {ilence with 
and in the fullneſs thereof, which overcomes with unutterable . 
Virtue, than to be writing of that which in its ſelf can never be 
writtten, though what is written may be by and with, and from: 
the overfliowings of the ſame, and fo be as drops or little [treams 
of heavenly Water, to refreſh the dry and thirlty Land, which 
therein doth its ſervice, and then the praiſe thereof is to return 
unto him who is the alone fountain .of all Virtue, and the Life 
whicheiveth Life, even unto the dead that hear his Voice, where- 
by he comes to be known to be Infinite in Wildom, Power and 
Virtue, whom my ſou] doth Honour, my heart doth Praiſe, and 
my ſpirit adoreth forever ; for none is like to him, neither doth 
my foul deſire any other but he whillt in this body, or for ever- 
more in the Life which yet doth come. 

Let all that know him bow before him, and let all that hear 
his voice be humble and meek, and let every one that truly de- 
firesafter him wait with diligence and in patience upon him, - 
and let all that are faithful ro him rejoyce in his Love, and prize 
him for much more then the liberty of their bodies, or the En- 
joyment of Thouſands -and Thouſands of Thouſands of Tem- 
poral Viſible Earthly thing, All which are his, and he is ours, - 
yea, hes — mine, and 1 am his, and my foul doth mag- 
nifie him, and my ſpirit doth yet breath farther to ſaund forth his 
Praiſes, not only all the dayes of my life, whilſt in this Earthly 
Tabernacle, but likewiſe in the hearts of Thouſands of them 

ret unborn, and among the Generations that are yet to come 
y my faithful upright Teſtimony, and the Record thereof, 
which may remain, when the God and Father of my life hath 
zathered me, with the reſt of his ſervants of old to live with him, 
in the delightſom Ocean of the Infinite Fullneſs. of his moſt de- 
ſirable Power and precious Preſence,the ſ[treams-whereof already 
are as the free Iſluings forth of Lite Eternal, and &s the ſtreams 
of Mercy, and the dewsof the Morning Refreſhing, even the 
outmoſt borders of my dwelling, and Comforting the mournful 
laces of my Habitation! Who can expreſs his Goodnels ? 
hat man can utter his Bounty» or kow can man- either 
va words or with Peg (ufficicatly tguife forth the R_ and 
irtue 
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To ty nearly related Friend .F. Smith 339 
| Virtug -: that which paſleth Knowledge ? Rehqld, my Dwelling 
is in iPMdmy Life is bound up with the Taocent Lambs, who 
live in the feelipg Virtue of that which much ſuper-aboundeth 
the molt pleaſanteſt and delightfon”ft Words that ever my. 
Tongie can utter, and yet thoſe that hear them hear the 
Trot in the which the Life doth ſtand; and they that hear the 
'T ruth hear him from whence the Life doth come, which Life 
it ſelf inthe powerand virtue of it, is the center of the Upright, 
| the Refuge of the Innocent, and thething it ſelf, unto which.it 
{elf is drawing and gatheringzthat it may be known within, even 
: to thoſe who have been aſtray there-from, that the one Fold, the 
; on? Succour, the one Food, the one Shepherd, the one Refuze, the one 
? Spirit, the one Heart, and the one Mind may be known, and {o the 
| One God, in the one only Unity mortuppeny ſerved, and praiſed, 
from the Power, Life, and Virtue of the one Spiric which omes 
from the only One G od of Heaven and Earth, before whom let the 
Heathen be Aſtoniſhed, and the ungodly fear and Tremble, and the 
Brambles of the Earth prepaye, for the day of hu Rightequs.Fudg- 

ments, and Fiery Indignation, which a1 the breath of 6 ule 4 

h hix 


ing mixed with Flames of Endleſs Burnings, he mikpr :4 with his - 
| open Adverſaries, which ſhall be more fully manife] in-the great ay 
| of the Lord, when all Mankind muſt give an account to him both of 
| $Ale and wicked words \, and likewiſe of their deeds done in the body. 
| The Lord God haſten that day, and let him come, even him who 
cometh as a Thief in the Night, eventhe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſaid, I amthe Truth, the Spirit whereof the World cannot 
receive, but we have known him, andreceived-him; -and-know 
that he.is true, and have believed on him, and have often drunk 
of the Living Water that ſpringeth upuntolife Eternal, in thoſe 
that truly believe. And this 1 fay, forever bleſſed are they that 
helicye and endure to the End, for whom Gods Crown of Life 
is prepared, and for all who give up their Liges, agd ſuffer faith- 
fully, for the: Honour of him,. who kath ſo:far honoured them, 
as to account them worthy to bear their Teſtimony, and to ſuf- 
fer for him : In the which I ſay, The Lord preſerve my Friends 
and Brethren every where, who have taſted of Gods loving 
kindneſs, and remain ſenſible at preſent of the meckne(s of his 
love. And let all Friends fo dwellin the faith which is the gift of 
| God + 


TS 
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God, over the World, as to live.thereby, and nor loſe the 
Crown of Glory, and Immortality which was delired from the 
breathings of the ſeed in the day:of Facob's Captivity z and the 
Lord Godof my Life preſerve and defend the plants of Righ- 
tcouſneſs even by his own Power and his own Spirit, inthat day 
and at that time, when all other helps may not be available, that 
then the ſufficiency.of the Greatnels of his own Wiſdom and 
ffrength may be apparent, and then moſt happy ſhall thoſe be, 
who are found worthy to ſuffer, and endureall manner of Try- 
als, Cruelties, and Hardlhips for him and his Names ſake, and 
to liveand reign and enjoy his unutterable Peace and Reſt,which 
is in himſelf treaſured up as a full Reward, and much more then 
_ could have been expected for the Vpright in Heart, who end their 

dayes im Truth, and finiſh their C - in Righteouſneſs, ardlay down 
their Lives for his ſake, to live with him for evermore. 

And this is that thee and others may bear from me, and know 
that I remain in the ſeryice of God, and in faithful Long ſuffer- 
ings, for the Goſpel of his Son as at this day, being the 6th of the 
7th Moneth 1662. In the ſtraight Priſon at Wincheſter, where I 


am known by this name, - | 
Humpbry Smith, 
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TESTIMON XY 


CONCERNING 


Huniphry Smith,” 


OW concerning our dear Friend and Brother 
Humphry Smith, who formerly had been a Prea« 
| cher, anda Man of Note ; .but whea it pleaſed 

the Lord to call him by his Grace, and reveal his Son in 

him, hecame to be an able Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and 


freely did preach the Goſpel, as he hadreceived it freely ; - 


and was caſt in Priſon for the Teftimony «of . Jeſus at-- 
Everſham in Worceſterſhire, where he ſuffered very muck * © |: 
in O/zver's days, about the year x6 5- and beſides, ſeveral | - 
other Goals, thatit , a3-1t was 
of Paul, who had been zealous : among the Letter-Profeſ: . 


ſors, and who had then eſteem of him; * but when he 
came to poſſeſs Chriſt Jeſus, and to preach: him, then they 
hated him and perſecuted him. Yet through the Eternal 
| Ate of the Lord, he was upholden through his Suf.. 
wy and travelled through many Hardſhips for the 
Jeſus Chriſt's _ and did convert and turn. 
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G. F's Teſtimony concerning H.'S, 

ur At to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt that had-been outward 
P as he himſelf had been, to the Poſſeſſion of 
Chriſt ; ©. thie he did ſee and was comforted. in the 
Fruits of his Labours in Chriſt and his Grace. 'Andat 
aft he was caſt into Wincheſter-Goal, where, he ended 
his days and finiſht his Teſtimony in an hard Impriſon- 
ment, who there dyed in the Lord, and reſts from his 
Labour, whoſe Works follow him: Whoſe Memorial 
& bleſt among the Righteous in the Lords Heritage ; for 
he was a worthy Souldier and Follower of the Lamb, 
and kept his Habitation | in "CREE ons” in whom he 

now Fexps-: 252.5, 


Lapdae, "the Sth; of the 7 Ne IR 
| 11th Mogeth, Cie} 6G. F. 
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TESTIMO NY 
| Concerning the Servant of Chriſt, 


 Humphry Smith. 


DECEASED; 


| Wich Reſpect to his Life, Teſtimony and Service 
for the Lord in his day. fy 


LthoughT have not read allthe Books and Writings 
A, Sven forth inTruths behalf by our dear Friendand 
=—_ Smith, and therefore cannot knowingly = 
romeo r account thereof, - = all his Writs 
though many ſound and weigh mental things 
I am ſure he has written, yet Te > owledge ore 
I hadof him, his Converſation and Teſtimony, andthe - 
livin Society I had with him for ſome time before his 
e was finiſhed, I have this Teſtimony nakedly-and 
inthe fight of the Lord to bear, That be was a man 
_ God and hating Iniquity, fervent and zealous 
Deceit and H iſie, and endued with a-hea- 
realy Gift and Teſtimony, which he faithfully 
bore in his day, according to his Ability, and the Lord 
was with him,and he was well beloved among his People. 
He endured the Croſs, and bore AMiCctions ations 
and he was a great Sufferer in divers Goals and Perſecy- 
tions for the. Name of the Lo Jeſus Chriſt, _— 
0. Ca. 
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G. Whitchead's Teſtimony concerning H, S. 
- Teſtimony which he declin'd not. -And he was (inthe.. 
Name of the Lord) inſtrumental and helpful with other - 
Aithful Brethren and $eryants of Chriſt, to break through 
-rbugh Oppoſitions, peryerſe iGainiſayings and Perſetu- 
tions of many Adyerſaries to the Life of Chri/tiantry, even 
:1n thoſe days of rw Hartſhips and deep Sufferings, 
not long after the firſt breaking forth of the Goſpel Da 
to: many in this Age ; and in divers parts of our rofel- 
ſing Nation, the Exerciſes, deep Sufferings and Tryals 
-of that day and time, many now have not known the 
ſharpneſs of, fince which theLord has been with his faith- 
ful Servants all along, -and proſpered his Work among 
_ the ſincere Reveivers of his Truth in the love thereof ; 
and the Lord our God: hath crowned the Labours of his 
Faichful Witneſſes, whoſe Dayes are ehded in Peace, 
among whom this Honeſt and Upright hearted man 
F: Smith had his Share and Portion, and hath 
'hisCrown thatfades not, and his Inheritance Everlaſting, - 
in the Kingdom of his and our Heavenly Father, among 
the Spirits of Juſt Menin Glory, I am really -fatisfied, as 
knowing'the End of the Upright Man to be:Peace, and 
* tharin the fight of the Lord the Death of his Saintsare 
Precious, as their 'Life'is- ible: And Ipray'God 
"that 'all Friends, 'and- all thoſe 'that yet Temain with: a 
Teſtimony for him and his holy Truth, :may be pre- 
ſerved in (and with' tender Regard unto) the ſame 
Footſtepsof the faithful and- bleſted Block to 'the end of 
rheif Dayes,-as thoſe that truly have reſpett tothe 'Re- 
.compence :of Reward and Kingdom that's ſet" before, 
which wilt remain and ftand us in ftead when ourDayes, 
-PFimes-and Years here are expired and gone. - / - . 


::Londan,. the ab of the! 211 70} 401 
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Teſtimony concerning the E/*, Dech-and.: Saffers 
dh Fe of a en Bee ens. of the I or called, 


 Humphzey Smith, 


Who dyed a Prifoner for: witneſſing unto che 


living Truth, in oo. ep Common-Goal, the 
as day of the 3d Moneth, 1663. * WS. 
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Js Ba as ban H.S. 
NF e was yet 2 Child, yea, 
an after the Godrthatanade him : He followed 
the zea ffors, and. encreaſed mightily. in that 
Knowledge which ſtands in the Comprehenſion,} yea,. 
exceeded many of his equals ; but at laſt the Lord ſepera- 
ted him for his own glory, and ſent him f2rth in his own 
Power and Eternal Name, fo he led him b 2h the hand. 
flirough the” Wilderneſs, and bore up his head above' the: 
Waves which ſought to deſtroy him; he became a Talk 
and a By-word unto them with III - 
his Converſation ; yea, they: to deſtt 
moment, _ et the Lord je) LOTS 
him the: thre Inſtrument: a. ; Woras 
Jacob, deſpiſed” on, and he- thiteſhed - angibeat 
Hills to Dalt, and rooted up theDifobedient thapgds 
Gods coming ; he ſpared not, but cut on the right] 
| andflew on the left, and madethe Arrows of his Quiver 
to ſtrike into the Bowels of Gods Enemies; but he preach»: 
ed Peace to the'Captive, and uttered his Voice to the Pri- 
ſoners of Hope, which lay (groaning for Deliverance; 
he was ſent to publiſh Salvation,and.tocry | 
year of Redem though the Rulers, of the 
Neal very har wigh him, and the Prieſts cryed;--a6wiy 
with hin, he .is not worthy 20, live: the;'P ors. Envied . 
him. becauſe of his upright dealing ; and: the Prophane: 
hated and revited him becauſe 'of his Innocent Life”; he 
was oftentimes caft into ſeyeral naſty Priſons; he. Was 
_ divers times whi wo Cords; he was _—_ 
fore Magiſtrates thad no pity 'nor: corapaſſion 0 
- hedivers-times - ventured hard ſervice," and. deoke 
an Hoſt of Wicked and Unreaſonable then; the 
Priefts fell before'him like Tow, andthe Profefſors-were 
ſcattered like Chaff, the Wicked and ne wereeven - 
CON 
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-N. C's Teſtimony concerningH. S. 
confounded and amazed when his Arrows ſo ſharpdid 
enter within their dark Dwellings ; but to the Seed he 
uttered .his Voice, and it dropped like Wax into the 
Bowels of the tender hearted: Fer the conlideration 
thereof doth even melt my heart, and makes me to fay, 
Oh ! how delightfom was the pleaſantneſs of thy Beauty ! and 
how defireable was the irron of Dwelling ? and how 
ev were thy Prayers, thy Sopglicdrions fed 


God? who arſwered thee every Morning, and ſatisfied 
Soul every Moment, which _— thy Cup to ov n_ 


ant Streams to run over its Banks, Nag the fullne 

record and Wo to hins that lifts up 4 nfs of te rnd 
and bet him not be reckoned among the Congregations of the 
Righteous, that flanders thy Innocent Life, let him be ſmittew 
with Terror that whiſpers or ſpecks Evibof thee in a Corner; 
for I know the Lord Jperonlt thee, and hath taken thee from the 
Evil that is to come _ the Inhabitants of the Earth, and 
but of this dark World that is not worthy of thee. LE 

But toproceed; he was viſiting Friends in and near 

. London, and he told rare of them there-a-wayes, That 
he hed nerrow Path To pe — healſo ſaid, (ſeveral 
dayes before he was 


ve of Friends in them-parts, he 
Will of the Lord Wefftwerd, and having a Meeting at 

_ Alton, ſome envious men hearing thereof, ſent Armed:mertf* 

to the Houſe where he was,commanding him forth; arid 

having him before Bennet and John 'Norton, 

'Deputy-Lievetenants of the Country, both great Enemies 

' to Gods 'Truth, and though he gave Arena © 

His* buſineſs, ESD = eters mae 

Cub farther Weitward, yet they'w G iy gr <opte..* >. 


aw thes he ſbould be im- FAY os 
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N. C's Teſtimony concerning H, S; 
doſe: Priſon at Winchefter.; but to leave them without 
extuſe.in the day of -the Lord, which haſtens to come 
upon them, he wrote unto them, bignitying how illegal- 
ly they had dealt with him ; alſo ſent them back an 
Anſwer to that which they charged againſt him, likewiſe 
ſhewing that-they laid nothing to his charge but what 
was charged againſt Gods Servants in the dayes of old, 
and' moreover proved unto. them, that jaw had acted 
contrary to the Kzng's Laws, Declaration and Word, yet 
though all this and much more might be written, . both 
of his Uſage in the Priſon, and likewiſe how cloſe a Hole 
it was, ſometimes other Priſoners, Fellogsor ſuch taking 
his Food - from him, and other Abuſes:which: he -bore 
very patieatly, which will be too tedious. ac. preſent to 
relate; and likewiſe Fohz Narton and Hwnphry Bennet 


(ending men and robbing him of all his Papers, rifling 


his Packets,Boxes and other wy zyet he was very quiet, 
| TE x dE ak 1290s 
being came;helaid ſomething of his ſutterjng Cauſe betore 


Þ=-ing guil Ne 
Saks, neither was there any thatlaidanyt 
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charge,he was content to remam therez:Tather than to do 
fuch a thing; and ſo remaining there from Seſſions till Aſ- 


'nin 
fizes, and from Aſſizes cl Soong end until that Aſſizesa 
whole year was over ; then Judge-Terri/.came again the 
Weſtern Cireute, - which FHumphry Smith hearing of, wrote 
unto him, ignifying how contrary to any known Law 
he had been dealt with, and requiring Jultice, and that 
true Judgment might proceed from him, and leavinghim 
without excuſe he ſent ir to him, which he underſtood 
he read, . and about the latter end of the Afſizes he' was 
cald for, where having divers words with the Judge, he 
apain ſaid, That if' he would give Bail for his good Behevi- 
our and Appearance «1 the next Aſſizes, he ſhould be releaſed ; 
Which he anfwered thus, That he had lain' in Priſon 
loag, and nothing of evil Behaviour laid to his 
and likewiſe ſaying. that if any man there .ſhould«c 
 wince him of any evil Behaviour, he ſhould willing 
.acknowledge the ſame, unto which they were all filer 
then the Judge faid, 1f be would meet no more, aud prom 
ot to break the Law, he ſhould be releaſed ; unto-which he 


anſwered thus, I think it is ſufficient that I ſuffer, if I'do :- 3 


break the Law, and not to ſuffer becauſe I cannet pro- 
' miſe nor to break it, ſaying alſo, That he knew no. Law 
that required any fuch thing ; ſo it. being, near the time 


"of their breaking up, he was, put a(ide, and others-called, -- 
and foon after they diſmifſed the Court for.that Aſzes at :-* 
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words unto him, Friend, remember 1 have. been «have. a 


' that Bench; butas the Judge was-paſhing forth, Fm 
Smith being at the Bar Among the Fellons, he ſpake the 


whole year -in | Priſon, and no breach of any I. | proved: Xn 


F 1:24 in "4 
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ainſt me; which the } heard. but paſſed away and 
id frei to it.. So my had.-back to ER 


 wherehaving betrnotabevarbree weeks,but he fell Fi 
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N. C's Teſtimony concerning H.S: 


firſt it took him like an Ague, and afterward with the: 
Feaver following it, and: in a ſhort time. it grew very 
violent upon him, inſomuch that in five. days: time he 
was ſo weak that he could ſcarcely help himſelf;. then -he 
alſo ſera Letter unto Judge Terr, ſignifying his Hlegal 
dealing with him,and alſo gave him to know,that he-was 
verylll,but there was little done in the thing ; ſo he grew 
weaker and weaker, ſo that two men did turn him in his 
Bed ; and'im the time of his Sickneſs heſpake ſeveral pre- 
cious words to Friends, ſignifying unto them,. That he 
was giver up in the will of the Lord; either in Life or Death-; 
and as he lay under a great fit of the Feaver, he fad, 
My heart is filled with the Power of God ; and. then ſaid, 


| Ir #5 good for a man at ſuch a time as this ta have the Lord to. 


be his Friend; Anothgr time he ſaid, Lord, thou ſent/t me 
forth to do thy Will, and I have been faithful unto:thee in 


| wk ſmall meaſure which thou haſt committed unto me ; but if 
7 


w wile yet try me further, thy will be done : Alſo, he ſaid, 


T1 amthe Lords, It him do what he wif. And near the time 


of his departure, he cryed carneſtly unto the Lord, and 
faid, O Lord! hear the inward Sighs and Groans of thine 
Oppreſſed, and deliver # Soul from the O or : 0 
oooref hear me ! O Lord, {ohold rv” = (I know 
that my Redeemer liveth) Thou art flrong and mighty, O 
Lord! with ſeveral other precious. words. Alſo, about 
the ſame time he prayed unto the Lord, That he would 


deliver his People from their cruel Oppreſſors ; and that thoſe 


that were convinced or brought forth by him, that the Lord 
would be their Teacher. He lay very quiet and till, and 
not any unſavoury word proceeded out of his Mouth all 
the time of his Sickneſs, but he behaved himſelf like a 
Lamb, and he was very ſenſible unto. the laſt Moment ; 


he was faithful unto the Lord in his day, and a Crown 


Everlaſting 
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N. C s Toffee cored Þ f. 8; 
wig re upon his head; ad, which ſhall reſt upon hin 


gnaſh their Toon If 
tne Ens ines - — 
_ preparing ar lth prcmar. pri marn - 
a.quiet Spirit, v to 
res the leaſt a x = ery up. 
in them ;. {Em if any yarn: | 
c_ at, inthe Meckneof the Love ever« 
would open. unto them the wa —_— 
_ labour mightily to bring them to the Cn 
| Oh ! how great was NE ets oma Teak 
which ot in-his- heart !' and how would he groan 
for the loſt Sheep |: ſurely his Love. was more: than my 
Tongue can exprels ;- and. his Courage did! abound ina - 
great meaſure; he delighted not in- vain Janglings:nor 
Piſpu porogre moe Corvug —_ but .1n = 
Ci e of Peace,  which-is: bis) Crown. forever 
ab tes, What ſhall I ſay ? AE in rallowed api 
Immortality, and is yo more-to'be. ſeen ituthe viſible, yet 
he reigns over all Whiſperers, Back-biters and TIER 
of his innocent Life forever.. | 


Thou Renowned Judge in rack, chonVatiahr Souldice 
of the Lambs Hoſt, Peace is thy. Portion farever, Bleſ. 
ſings will fill thine Houſe, and Fruitfulneſs will attend 


thy Seed, as they abide RT gry 
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N. Ti emma s. 
Au! NOT z nt NM 0 | 
Yr: O-ydu Rulers' of: what ſHall 1 fora 

woke 7 Maſbyowmcdobomatk 7 
that: your letghe Falls 
5hPe ing of this Innocehe? 'O'CrbebMen'!: O-Mer- 
tilcfs :Meni!; (Wilt nothing/but the Lives of Gods dear 


faxisfie yohrblood - te pr rm Tlotd God 

i viſe a ok: and {wee 15 tmnkrtureg 

ron yea;'in Mie - CIS 

Dao 30 Hgeance wi ca 1 on 
p2] e; Vigoroos; Tyrannical, Tdbarrous M 

What! !is: Cr your Pelight-? And:is'#t' Blood ok 


yowgurſÞaftee, 'as/after Winey! wHich 'will-nor fatigfic 
your:Ebiftfot Deſires? And'is ibnothing but the eternal 
Truth which you;:would not have ſo'much aseome' ittb 
your Coafts, worſe than Barbarians ? How do you evill 
inqeat thoſe whocome iri the tove'of the Lord, to: 
Repentance'm'your: Streets ?. and [you ' rake 4 
—_—_ fbch rhyme oo —_ ler ufito: poo 
Sinnets?; - Surely your Unjuſt are (vine | 
forethe God whom you 6 much cotttemnn in hisServines 
and your Unrighteous 'Aftions apainft 'them whom he 
hath ſent in his own Name, are pierced into the Bowels 
ofthe Godofthe Humble hearted who will fately plead 
pong rt tion, and utterly deſtroy you in 
his Wrath; if Bs - not ſpeedily,' and ' humble 
. your: ſelves u Righteous Judgments : Where- 
' fore, I fay, my Ro for the Conſumationiis at 
hand, ya,'the ſwift Vengeance of the Eternal God is 
nigh to be revealed upon all the Diſobedient, and the 
utter Wo and Calamity of all the Mercileſs (with the 
cel hearted) is eoming, (yea, nigh to come) which 
. fhall make a nal End - all &t the Rebellion _— 


os 


C'; Teſtimony concerning H. S. 
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Y William 6 ning S TiRiniony concerning 
Humphry Smith. 


y His is my. Teſtimony for that man of God (viz.) 
my "dear antient Fr Ld Flumphry Smith, who dyed 
EY ng for the bleſſed Truth in incheſter Priſon; I 
boo. with divers more Friends, in Priſon with him (for 
the Truth's ſake) along time before, and alſo at his de- 
parture, have this 'to ſay of him (viz.) That he was 
maa whoſe deportment and behaviour amongſt us in 
Priſon, was-comely, yea, evenas a Father that takes care 
for his Children, even ſo was his care and overſight over 
us; te was a faithful Overſeer indeed, and one that mind- 
_ 'the Lords buſineſs,and certainly its well with him : He 
ver ba ca in his ſickneſs wheteof hedyed, & 
_ not k one unſavoury word,although his 
«exerciſe was _ |, through much weakneſs; and in 
the time of his weakneſs, near db death, his crys were to 
i the Lord,for the preſervation his People,who were dear and 
"year unto him : tharhe 1 a good favour behind him; 
 forevenſuch as were not Friends in the Priſon (where he 
"dyed) were made to ſpeak well of him, he was ſo inno- 
cent in his Converſation towards all People. 


-Willien Jenings. 
gy > = 1 | 
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The Teſtimony of Nicholas Gates con- 
_ cerning Humphry Smith. 


] JEar Friends,Brethren ad Siſters i Chriſt Jeſus, and all 
tender hearted People, to whoſe hands theſe Teſtimonies 

of our dear Friend Humphry Smith way come, theſe few words 

aroſe in my heart to Jgmifi concerning him, I ha ws had ; 

experience of his Labours and Travails in the preaching wx 

Goſpelof Chriſt Feſus, with many more, who were often comfort= 

ed and refreſhed in the ſence of the Lords bleſſed Power, which 

attended him in the living Teſtimonies he-dzd bear concerns 

that Gift of God which is to be known in mas ;' he was o faith 

ful Labourer in the work and ſervice of the Loyd, and 4patient 

Sufferer under the many Tryals that did befall him in hu day; 

he never murmured at the Exerciſes that he met withal,through 

' Widtked and Unreaſonable men ; the conſtantly teſtified of and 

unto the Light of Chriſt in the inward parts of menand women, 

airefting all to that of God in their own hearts, affirming, with 

the holy Apoſtle, who ſaid, Thar which was to be known of | 2» 

God, ismanifeſt in man': He was wery poiverful, throughthe.'' 

help of the Lord, to the convincing of many, and Jr Iron 

the Light of Chriſt in themſelves ; his Teſtimonies yet {#ve'in 

the nearts of many, though he be outwardly removed frons us ; 

and miny have cauſe to praiſe the Loyd, in that he raiſed him 

up, with many more Brethren ana Sifters, to teſtifie of .and 

roncerning the Light of Chrift within man, by which: we' axe 

mate nigh nnto the Lord, who were'ufar off; To whons -be 


Praiſes and Thanks-giving forever. ” 
Alton, the 1cth.of the 12th? © 16 b1o4 
_ . Monerh, 1682. -C ow Fichclas. Gates, ſeniop 
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Fames Potter's :Teſtin.ony concerning 
Humphry Smith, 

(JOthaving ruifed up Aunphry Smith,with many other 
Brethren, to publiſh and make known his Name in 

this the' Land of our Nativity, after a long and tedious 
ight of Apoſtacy; and though the Name of the Wicked 
foal Rot, yet the Righteous ſhall be had in Everlaſting Re- 
_membrance; and — D——_— _ iftry, that 
were begotten to a 11 ope 1n Chriſt Jeſus, through 
the is. of Life m him ; beſides, the many Teſtimo- 
\ nies left upon Record by him, which though he be taken 


2 live in the hearts of many, bearing Teſtimo- 
-ny that he 


was of God, and that his Word dwelt plenti- 

fally in him ; yet I as wa with him for more 

than a years time-in that itreight noiſom Priſon at Wiz- 

thefter, and in my meaſure ſenſible of his faithfulneſs to 

' Godin that work and ſervice which God had called him 
to: I fay, the Love of 'God in my Heart to his Truth, 
and to my deceaſed Brother, conſtraineth me to give in 
my —— few words, with others of my Brethren, 
tothe many Teſtimonies left 'by him, That -he was a 
man that loved the Lord with an upright heart, and that 
it was as Meat and drink to him, to do the will of God, ' 
delighting more in it than in his daily Food, being dili- 
gent and laborious in his day and time, deſiring to ſpead 
- and be ſpent for the Goſpels ſake : He was a man.very 
bold and valiant for the Truth, and for the Teſtimony 
-thereof ſuffered many ſharp .and hard Impriſonments 
| - in 


]J. P's Teſtimony concerning H. $. 
in feveral Priſons in this Nation, beſides very much cruel 
and inhumane Uſage by Wicked and Unreaſonable men. 
He was rekaſed out of Priſon, that time which I was. 
Priſoner with him, but was afterwards taken from a 
Meeting at Alton (where much of the Lords heavenly 
Preſence was manifeſted through him) by a company 
of rude Souldiers, and had before ſome Magiſtrates, and 
committed to the ſame Priſon at Wincheſter again, where, 
after he had been continued fome time,it rleaſed theLord 
to viſit him with fickneſs, which with much patience he 
paſſed through ; yet inall the Lord was unto him, 
and preſerved him in Peace, and Contentedneſs, and 
Submiſſion to his Will, magnifying the Name of his 
Gad through all, being kept ſenſible, and in. good and 
perfeft Memory to his deceaf; | 


- 


Wincheſter-Priſon, the 8h 


JAMES POTTER, 
of rhe 12th Mogeth, 1632 : : 
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E d ward IValdren'sTeſtimony concerning 
1 Humphry Smith. HE 


| Hearing that the Work and Teſtimonies (left upon - 


. Record) of that true and faithful Servant of the. . 


Lord, (in whoſe work and ſervice Humphry Smith was 


found unto the laſt) areprinted in one Volumn, I found 
much ſtirring and freedom to write this Teſtimony con- 
cerning. him, that it might be inſerted in the Book, he 
being a. man that I greatly loved, having Acquaintance 
with him,.;and by him firſt convinced of the unchange- 
able Truth and Way of the Lord, through the power- 
ful Operation of the Spirit and Word of God that dwelt 
plenrifully in_ the heart of this faithful Servant of God, 
who loved not his Life to the . Death for his Teſtimonies 
ſake, by which he overcame, and was found faithful to 
the end, whichhe finiſhed with joy, as by his laſt words 
ſpoken to ſome Friends, doth manifeſtly appear a little 
before his deceaſe or laying down of the Body, in this 
cloſe, ſtrait, naſty, ſtinking Priſon or County-Goal in 
Wincheſter, to the which I this day and time belong, and 
am a Priſoner under the ſentence of Premunire, for no- 
thing elſe but obeying theDo##rine and Command of Chriſt 
Jeſus,becauſec for Key as ſake only towards God Icannot 
Swear at all. Humphry was the firſt in ſcorn called a 


-:Quaker, that ever had a pthlick (Teſtimony for God in 
' the Townof Anadever, itbeing a great Meeting, in which 


by his powerfulclear Teſtimony ſeveral were convinced, 
| though he was then G—_— by rude Souldiers. Not 
Tong after he was caſt into this Priſon , ſome | of 


thoſe S 


E. W's Teſtimony concerning H. S. 
" thoſe that were convinced by his Teſtimony, that had a 


love raiſed to the Lord, , and ſome knowledge of his Way - 


and 'Truth; ; fome of theſe in Axdever being thereby led 
forth to viſit Humphry, in Priſon, both Prieſts and Pro- 
feſſors began to ſtir, and bein a rage againſt ; and at 
the breaking forth of Truth in that 'Town, I then being 
weary - of Prieſts. and ſeperate Profeſſors, ſeeing their 
Pride, Avarice, Evil Lives and. Converſations, thoug! 

under a ſpecious pretence of God and Godlineſs, but void 


of the ſaving knowledge of both ; I being ſenſible thar . 


this was my Condition, and finding and feeling the Judg- 
ments of the Lord, and the weight and burden of Sin 


and Iniquity,. (being in the bondage of Corruption, like © 
them I had been amgng) under all groaned to bedeliver= - 


ed from under the weight and burden thereof, into the 
glorious Liberty and Freedom of the Sons and Daughters 
of God ; and being unacquainted with the Way of the 
Lord, or how to-do. his Will, or to have any entrance 


11to the Kingdom that conſiſts in Righteouſneſs, Joy and 
Peace in the holy Ghoſt, which the Prieſts and Protefſors 


could not teach,. but were almoſt as ignorant as thoſe* i; 
that in time paſt had not heard of any ſuch thing, and - 5. 
void.of the ſaving knowledge of Jeſus, the way of God, : -”*-.*: 


and could not fay, that he was the Chriſt by it ; I then 


hearing that in this Priſon was that faithful Servant of- R 
the Lord, and having longing defire to ſee him, went ©”: 


with ſome of Aydever that uſed to viſit him, there being 
that day a Meeting in the Priſon, which day I hope fha 


never be forgotten (by me) nor that faithfuland able Mi=- 
niſter of the new Teſtament, knowing that which only * ;; 
and alone is made alive by-the Spirit, and quickned-and ©": **/* 


reached unto by the Miniſters thereof, which — 
Smith was one, to the turning of many from Darknels 
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EW; Teftimony concerning H.S. 


ro the Light, from the Power of Satan to the Power of 


God, by which alone People come to receive Remiſſion 


of fins, and an Inheritance among them that are ſan£ti-. 
'fied ; through the great Mercy and Loving-kindnefs of 


God was he an Inftrament in convincing and turning me 
of and from the Worlds by-Paths and crooked Ways of 
the Wicked, (which were and are Darkneſs, in which 
there rs no Peace tothem that walk therein). to the Light 
of Jefis, the Way of the Lord and Path of the F 1ſt, 
which is a ſhining Light, which ſhineth more- and more 
to the perfet Day, and to the fear of the Lord, which 
ever was and is the beginning of Wiſdom, and will be 
forever (to all that do ide tf 

to depart from the Snares of Death. IL have cauſe for. 
ever to praiſe the Lord, in the behalf of this tender in- 
nocent, faithful man to God's 'Fruth and People ; his 
Memorial cannot paſs into Oblivion by any that had a 
true knowledge of him, (dear Humphry Snjth) whoſe 
Health was impared, him ſuffocated, and viſible Body 
deſtroyed by this bad corrupt Priſon; though thou waiſt 


. 


here deſtroyed, thou art greatly rewarded, God having 


oved thee and found thee worthy- for himſelf: The 

emorial of the Juſt is bleſſed ; the Righteous ſhall be had in 
Everlaſting Remembrance, and the Name of the Wicked ſha{{ 
Rot ; but they that were and are _ (ball ſhine as the Bright- 
neff of the Firmament, and they that turn many to Righteouſ 
weſf, as the Stars forever and ever. 7 


Edward Waldern. s 


Wimon-Priſon, the 8th day of mw 
+ith Moneth, 168 2. 
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Humphry Smith's Teſtimony concerning 
| his Father. IN 


FNOncerning my dear Father, who to his unipeokebly ' 
1 gain, but to my greatforrow-and loſs, the: Lord 

took from me to himſelf, whilſt I was young, beſides the 
natural and dutiful Remembrance of ſo dear a Father, 
I and many others who knew him, can ſay of him, The 
Righteous ſhall be in Everlaſting remembrance; in which 
I may ſay, by way of Tetrodudion unto many who 
never knew him, and have ſincereceivedthe Truth, wn 

to whom theſe his works may come, for their encourage- . 


ment to read them, That the Lord of the Harveſt, wha © - 


among other faithful Labourers, ſeus him forth into his 
Harveſt, did ſanQifie and own him to fo good a work, 
and proſpered it in his hand,ſo that many were turned. to 
God by bim, notwithſtanding the great Oppoſition of 
Malicious, Cruel and-Ungodly Men, by whom he ſuffer- 
ed, more.eſpecially in Cromwel's time, Impriſonment, 
Dungeon, Whipping, and much AﬀMiQtion and Hard- 
ſhips; but beirig zealous for the glory of Gad, and the 
good of Souls, he valiantly .endured it all, andbroke 
through the Ice-like hardneſs of envious Profeſſors, who 
having been firſt ſome-what warmed by that which 
formerly ſtirred up good defires in them after God, but 
not keeping thereto, became the ſooner and harder 
frozen. And as his diligence was great in this great 
work, ſo wastheir Envy _ in endeavouring tohinder 
kim therein, by many. Jong and hard mages +» 
4 | W 


* 
- 


SR TIGDE: + | VEGEADE KEE. ab HAT A AAS 
y ia 4 TY 2 +: 87.54 n 


by 
PO Song 
* 


H.S's Teſtimony concerning bus Father. 
which brought great Sickneſſes upon him ; yet upon all 


occaſions he was given to Hoſpitality, apt to teach, and in 
his place raking care for the Church of God. As his Admo-' 
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- nition was tender, fo. his:Reproof was ſharp, not neg- 


leing the one, nor 'refraining the other, but dealing 


-z with every one according to their Condition ; not ſpa- 


ring me his only Son; any more than another, having 
in his laſt Letter tome, written a little before his D2ath; 
theſe words among many tender Expreſſions ; © 4nd now 
&« although, as I ſaid before, thou art my only Son, yet if thou 
< refuſett the Inſtruttions of thy Father, and ſhalt reject the 
* Counſel of God, and not walk” in Gods holy fear, nor keep 
« 7 the way of Truth, then let the Fudgment of Friends paſs 


<< wpon-thee, let the Law of God ſciz2 upon thy Conſcience, &c. 


he laſt time I ſaw him was about a year before he 
dyed, at which time he gave me ſuch Advice and Warn- 
ing, as thereby I perceived-I ſhould-never ſee him again; 


| fo greata fight of things and 'men had he, that T may 


truly ſay, he had the necefſary Gift of Di/ceraing of Spirits, 
with frequent Viſions and Revelations from God, by 
which he foreſaw and prophelied of many things, ſome 
whereof he ſaw fulfilled, others are ſince, and- the reft 
will certainly be fulfilled in their appointed time ; ſome 
of them are herein extant, diſperſed among his Works, 
awhich are now printed for thy benefit ( /ober Reader) it 
being agreeable to words he wrote to me in a Voluma of 
Books he cauled to be bound for me, © That I ſhould keep 
« that Book ſafe, and not ſpoiled any way, that in years to 
&« come, Ages may red und ſee my loue'to the'Seed. - 

This in ſhort I have written concerning him,  know- 
ing there be many ſtill living, who have a larger Teſti- 
mony-in themſelves concerning him.And ſome who were 
this-Fellow-Labourers in the Word and Dofrine, whom he 


did 


S's Te eſtimony concerning bs Father. 


did = l do) love, and in Honour Prefer, counting them 
of double Honour , ſome of them having more 

knowledge of him, are able, as they ſee meet, t0 give 2 
Teſtimony concerning him. -: 


batt 'conclude, ' deſiring ng thay cp th, ga 
CN of faithful-Parents, may walk in the 
| they walked in, and not like that Generation menti 
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had dove for Iſrael ;- ant that we ma y follow-rhe: Lord 


fully and d faihfully, and he. ma 1n us the ſame 
Love, Zeal, Diligence and V ſour, as e did i; in our Ts 
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'Epleaſed co'take notice, that dear Flnnpbry 
Smith 'was a mani char ſuffered many tong 
d. cruel Impriſonmentsfor his Love and Teſti- 
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mony he bore to Gods bleſſed Truth and People, 


| in hisday, which occaſioned part of his Writings 


to ' be ſcattered about in Manuſcript, - and: not 


found till pare of this Book was printed, where- 


by ſome few of them are miſ-placed, as to the 


-. 


ears in whichthey were written ; bur the fol. 


| lowing Table of Contents will dire& co the 


particular Heads of ſuch colleAed, and here 
printed. | 
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Suffering, Tryals & Paging 


Of the SAINTS at 


EVESHAM; 


Who by their Obedience to the Lord in cheie 


Meaſures, do overcome their Enemies, by their uy 
. ſuffering under them. - | 


Or, A frog hs fon of the: firſt Grownd of al 


S thePricſts were ways Enemies unto Chriſt and bis 
A's Diſciples, ſo do they continue perſecuti Sr 
laying Snares for the Innocent, and ſmiting mith the Tongaw; 
Fer. 18, 18, and. ſtirring upthe. Rulers and the rude Multitude). 
making. Uproarsand Inſurrections:agaimit the Saunts, _— 
did againſt Chriſt and his Mintiters- for the chief 
bled with the Seribes and Elders of he People, conſulted bow 
night taks eſe by ſubtilty and hiſt biz; yet they would net doit 
hs Feaſt day, left there. ſhould be an Under among the ers, Mas | 
26:3; 43 5;-- But:thie ichief* Prieſt; and'Rulers/Iri:Ev after 
their Conſultations: (how +0 eafnare:the-tnfiocent)d Conte 
-on the firſt da to epfnarcns, but 'Tanding inthetounſel of God) 
we were pre | from their firſt Snarewhich they laid for us 
a ary notice of it before) in bringing the whole multitude _ 
20 provoke or & of z ithe which 'when-they could not da, 
{It them _—_ rogiidayia about: the” Doorn, 
£b 1201 23A 115175 -::(mherg, 
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and deſtroy Jeſus, 
douſenow) Andafter Jeſus was by their means crucified, and 
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| The Sufferings and Tryals 
(where and many of the Servants of the Lord were) like thoſe 

abont-Zer's door, Gen: 19. 4,5- yet none 
of them could provoke us.to words, nor had they- any way to 


.enſnare us then, as afterwards will appear. 


IS 


And after the chick Priefts ha®'hired Jude for thirty picres 


of Silver, to: betray Chriſt,. Afar. 26. 15. and after Fudas. had 


brought again the thirty pieces of Silver, then the chief Prieſts 
took the ſame Moneyfor the which Fade had ſold Chriſt, and 
with itthey bought a fieldgof. Blood, Afar. 27:6, 7, 8: So the 
chief Prieſts haye purchaſ&d (unto themſelves and all their Ge- 


' neration) with the price of Blood a field a Blood, to bury all 


thoſe that are ſtrangers, to the Covenant of Grace : So Gog, 
who.makes War. with the Saints, hath a place of Graves in 
Iſrael, Ez 39. 11. &ver. 19,20. andthe dead are burying the 

ead ; for both Prieſts and People are prophane and dead in 


. Treſpaſſes and; in Sins,. their hands being guilty of the 


Blood of the Righteous. And after Chriſt was betrayed by,the 
means of the Prieſts, (and when Pilate, who wool have re- 
leaſed-:him) they raugh the People to ask for a Marderer, and 

27-20: (and ſuch teachings the Prieſts 


after he was riſcn, then they conſulted again with the Elders ; 


and they gave large Money: unto the Seuldiers to tell Lyes, and 


them ſo to do, that their murdering Aftions:might be 
hid, and the Diſciples falſly accuſed; Afar. 28. 11,12, 13.-' And 
the Servant is not greater than his Maſter, whom they have called 
Belzebub, much more them of this Houſhold. ' > 
. And s-the chief. Prieſts haveconlulted againſt, and crucified 


Chriſt, and denyed him inthe Reſurrection, ſo they ſtillcontinue 


pericening and conſulting againſt. his- Members, - harmleſs 
Aambs and faithful Miniſters ; and there is little Perſecution'in 

land. but the” Prieſts have a hand in ir, if 'notthe firſt Aﬀtors 
of it, as thou George Hopkins Prieſt of Eveſham hadſt incall the 
barbarous Perſecution there 3 for after I and'ocher Friends kept 
Meetings in private at Bexgerdin this Burtough of Eveſham, and 
none did make Inſurrettions againſt us, neither did we- give 
offence.to any, therefore thou couldſtnor find any ground at all 
zocnſnare us by. Then apon. the 19th day of the 6th Moneth, 


I655. 


Y 
houſe, to the bon Fon in pombe or and d with thee = 
bring the whole Congregation, both the called Juſtices and 
Magiſtrates, and rude People ſeveral huidreds, the like ſeldom 
heardof. And that thou cameſt on Ourpoly 6 to entrap us and 
ſtir up Perſecution, and ſinite with the Tongue, will appear by 
theſe things following : 
1, Thou waſt not uſe to come to that Steeple-houſt, neither 
didſt thou come there inthe like manner before. 
2dly, In thy coming that day on which 1 was there ; fot! ws 
there but icldom upon Firſtdays. 
34ly, In thatthou hadſt thy Congregation with thee in thy 
S:ceple-houſe at Eveſham,where thou mightſt have ſaid any t 
. £2 them then and there,as well as to bring the ſame Congregati 
to another Steeple-houſe to hear the ſame man 
4tbly, There were no People in Ines bak th Uid or age 
_ to hear thee in thy accuſtomed place 
to CO. 
Stbly, In that thou haſt not been in that _ houſe ſince 
that _— it being now fifteen weeks. 
» In that when thon waſt come there, thov ditft peck | 
evile chings thou didſt not know, and back-bite others. Ant | 
thoſe thou didſt bring with thes, excn this ore Congrey | 


you thet you ſbould nes edeytbe Trath} And | Dy wits thee, -if 
thou not bewitched them, they would not have'0 

(but the Truth) to come there to, hear thy Lyes; by Bhey” 
there thou didft declare, 2s to [ore wat proved by 

Smith, for the which he was impri en derek 


wn [t will ew Rich thou diditthenvent / 
forth,  lemillprearbycy corey wh I. heads thereof 


in-ſhort (as it was co me in writing, witneſſed by many, 
and nordenyed, bs conſe ithohy own Month ae ro the), 


pw 1 


. ._._. Ch#Sufferhig# kd Trehls - 
are as followeth : Thou didſt liken that which an nt a 
iſt, Unto Witch-craft ; 2dly, In three Reſpets worſe than Witch : . 
eraft >, 3dly, Unto Phariſees, who ware Hars like Morrers * aqthly, 
Ts Papilts in fome thing s,and in ſome thingrworſe; ' And thou ” | 
Sbme ſold rherr Bibles,” and others caft them bebind their backs.” Far” 
the which thou walt declared tobea Lyar at the Seſlions. Laftly, 
Thou didit conclude thy Sorcery with ſtirring vp them called 
Juſtices and Magiſtrares, to put the Oath iof Abjuration in exe- 
cution ; telling them _ That if ' men might refuſe 'to \ſwtar, one 
of tenderneſs of Conſciences,' then that might be a Cloak/long enough 

for all the Feſuitet that might come inre- Englarid. And affect tliou 
hadſt done, (and returned) not meeting with any opportunity - 
to enſnare me, being 1 did nor ſpeak to any of yoo, bat con- 
tinued with Friends until Conſtables came that night and took - 
me out of the Hooſe, and brought me before thee,and two others 
thatare ſet to do Jultice (but ſince I and 'many more have ſeen ; 
them and the Mayor to be moft barbaronus Hearhens) And when 
thou couldſt not entanglte me m my words, whereby to ſend me 

to Priſon, - at laſt you tendered the Oath of Abjuration unto me, 
who am bound for Conſcience ſake not ro Swear at all, but to 

abide in the Doctrine of Chriſt, Afar. 5 34- - Therefore at laſt I 
was ſent to Priſon, thongttthon at that time waſt twining like the | 

Serpent, to waſh thy hands like Pilate, as if thou hadſt not been . 
the cauſe of my Impriſonment; for thou didſt ſay, Thou didft 


believe that 1 did refuſe to Swear out of tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
and bid the Fuſtices do their Wills by me - Ard thou didlt fee their 


PEI 


| Wills were to ſend me to Prifon, becauſe 1 could not' Swear, unto » 


-— ” 


the which thou hadſt before ſtirred them up. So Pare faid of / 
Chriſt, / am innocent of the Blood of this Perſon, whom'Piarte him- 
ſelf acknowledged to be. juſt; and could find no-cauſe of Death 
in him, yet he delivered him-up to be crucified, Mz. 27. 20, 
24, 26: . And when we' were firſt bronght/into the Houſe then 
Fohn Nickles, 'one of the Conſtables, ſmote Thomas Cartrice on 
the head, and” the Juſtices ſtood by and/cared not' for it; and 
afterwards our Hats were taken off our heads, and thrown 
among the feet of the People : Then they asked me from whence 
Icame? lanfwered, from 2/6 Then there was a Laugh- 
ter among them, both Prieft; Juſtices and People; for.tbr ode. 
- £J cart 
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heart it full of Laughter.  And'after they had continued fo, 
. confers oo to ſpeak to them thus3' O People! Gs 


no tony, your Eyes? Didever-vhe Saints of Chriſt live 
wh ughi "Ilrioy wdWenomeſr, JH Wt SSH ET) 
- "Then the Prieſt, to*uphole i d fin it; aids: That Elijah && - 
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Fſock, Baals Preefts. '' | vff1E 
Anſw. Though he did'.ſo, yet it is not convenient to bring: 
that Scripture tojuſtifie the People tn Mocking.- A $13-219 
* Then 'Theophilns Andre faid, He. hath ſpoken enough abveudy x 
#hat ted we bave any further" witneſs? 2Thireſove" inaks hint '« Paſs' 
togoto Egypt 4gain, and let him'be whit out of the' Town ;, for thers. 
is an Alt of Parliament againſt fnch as wander up and down mnder the 
Name of X.gyptians. ES Tas ugg © A 
Then fome asked, When I came from thence ? others mocked. 
So I was aſport unto them, as Sampſon was utit6 the" Phitiftsans, 
Fldg. 16-25; and {tool Hent 3 butar laſt the Lord nioredns 
to ſpeak, ſaying, Why People are' you altogether Hlind' ith 
things of God ? Of »sgypr and Soom F'was/* where our Li 
was crucified,” Rev.-11.'8: and in Darkneſs and Bondape did I 
dwell, belng 8 Childof Wrath 2swell a5 others 3 'but ie Lore? 
by his living Power hath'brought mefrom'the Landof<Darkiiels 
ro the Light, and from Bondage t&the Land" of Reſty-ay# int" 
the Liberty of the Sons of God. — Ethan wavy ent me oh 
Then Theophilus Andrm'faid, Speak -bn; for 1 never beldd the 
like of this before. But I was not to be ſubject to their Wilks, -bix 
to ffantt iffthe counſel of God. cis 1 9 feng, us 
| Queſtion; But you have had ſome outward Beeing or E antvly,” big 
ou not 7 * "uy, SBS T2" IS 4 ws BS.UA = $3.64 (230 ve Uh 05 
Anſwer I hada Farme of 301. by the year, at little Copag, © - 
in the County, of Hereford, not thirty Miles off thisplace; but 
I have iow left partof' it, and my Wife and Children are in the 
reſt; and _ [ _ A nn and ; publick Preacher ity © 
many places thereabour daily, and then I was owned by the: 
i fed dig 


Joſtites arid Zreat men of the /Barth, '3nd- many Hupd 
reſotttohear me, where Feaifie/and-I was then beloved ofmanyy/l2 | 
fot the World loves his- own. - ' But now 1 come to witnef the 
Power of that which ther.1 did but profeſs, 'and now am I: hated: 
by.the World. And after other words from them called Juſtices; 


oy themſelves juſt ; Shut hey 
;are deliver hing $6 Powers 

—_— aduces came toentan lehim co rning ra bay 
ſayug, AMeſts ſaith thus, but what Big ny So the Prielt 
George Hepkins, among his many ubtul QoneſFOnte, laid, Ts | 
Solomon. ſack, The juſt man fallerh ſou yim's; a. Wh: ſay 
des 


ar toelike; Aud rhere # not man upon Earth chat deth 
faeeb ret +. Haw de you expound that 2 - 
ff, Iam redeem from the Earth... : 
Q. But do you not walk, onthe Earth? . 
'  1-walk inthe Light, .which leads out of the Earth. 


b > was der net npon the dn ark PIO OP 

f r amber ng upon e Eart was. 

Garin rouge Earth, yet he walked. with God. | 
; do you mealk.-mith God 1 | 


Thar that arc led by the __r_ of God are the Sons of: 
God, as God:hath faid, 1 will walk, in them. 

Bus Solomon ſaith, There is not 4 juſt man upon Earth, that 

dub geed, ape fimech woe Naw therefore anſwer ta the Quefien, 

do you 4 or nay ? | 
A. eds i bornof God ſeth no 

are roe from | 

A f | were yox Lox gay Sill 6 therefore follare, that-. 


_'Q REC that any man cax be Foe from MEN te. 

F > 

1x 4, i I dp believe it. 

 Thenthe Prieſt ſaid, ith, Tre iſþ Tenure, and be conld fhew: 
awe 4 Book, that rhe Papilts de bole, wen may be free frew Sind 


heel Kaid, the 7 Payifts do that there is a God, and. 


- that Chriſt dycd: for Sinners, and ſodo |: Therefore if the 
Spot muſt | deny it becauſe they hold iz? or 
maſt the Truth be called ps —_—— 


hald is? The.) 


hw 


la us, 
Ml athotbernd Gor as ye 
I have heard that the Pei do hold; that there'is'aP; 

(which I deny) robe purged in from Sin efter Dearth; but 1 
hear that they did hold, that men might be freefrom 6 heres 
And if they are free from-fin whilftthey are here; themthey need 


not hold, that there is Purgatory'toipimge them after. 7 
Then I asked the Prieſt, i men ſhould be free from ſin whillk 
= are here? - 
he Prieſt ſaid, 


 - 1] asked Lis men ſhould be purged from a Cooker 

The Prieft ſaid; Nay. 

Then I ſaid, if thou wilt not hh men: ceaſed from fn 
neither before Death nor after Death; then when wiltthsu have 
them cleanſed ? 

The Prielt ſaid; Wh if! God will forgive men, |anfcleasſt hop 
from their fin at the very time of their Deavhy, as © Giri hebaThi 


or the C 5? 
artnottoqueſtion whir Godwillde, <r maya 
io thar; but caſt thou prove Es 
: Andifthan wilt lays the Thief was from fame Chris 
{poketo' "theny twas beforehi "2 neu b:ins 
'"$y whett the Priefitiwas' alctoftrakeni InhivownStiare, then 
pong Witt begaiy to/ewink] out of thats. ard asked me 
ow Was 7 ? {> 353 
. But I ſeeing his ſubtilty, was not careful tbarſwertiiaitthas X 
Mien PrcR, a : 167 but ſt6od Rlentl- uy <Chgilt idfibbiefore ithe 
Mae: ——+F. hon de {$0 
' Was not" haſly th utter words befort the 
theo referer 4 ricft yd? wo auch, thei I laid, 
Toi 'doſt wait to enſnare me © dfay;. that! was 


uſed by faith inthe Blood of Chr, port pane es eek to 
i 1 nk 


STR FI ner juftiietyebe Tide iy 


'thet b was2aiftiramong — © 


THe 
A omrrans 
A B 1 
who hs ths res porno ovg- bay g;in —- dwelt: 
| at Adonnt C alvery 


rþ 
- the fullneſs ofthe: the Godhead really, who DE 
by Feruſ-lem, for Sinners) am | juſtified. 
- Q. Bur are you juſtified by che Blood of Chrift without yon, or with. 
you ? 
. Though Jeſs Ohril has ſhed his Blood for Sinners, yet I 
I in my fin until 1came to witneſs the Blood of Chriſt 
e you 118t juſtify d by the Blood of Chriſt that was ſhed for ou ? 
I - q ec Blood & Chriſt was ” lhed, then - ot 
aot be juſtified by it. - 


Then the Prieſt ſaid, Tox do not anſwer me ail, whether you 
are juſtified abr by that Blood which was fbed upon the Croſs, or 


meerly by ED 
hat ! wouldft thon have me ſay, that all Swearers, 
L nh Drunkards (that live and dye in their fins) are juſti- 
fied, becauſe I ſhed bis Blond upon the; Croſs? | 
"The Prieſt faid, 1 my : 
. Then 1faid, The Blood of Chrilf that was ſhed upon the Croſs 
Ido -wongpardens & z but though he hath ſhed his Blood there for Sin- 
Ners, yet none come tO juſtified, or have Denels Oy as to 
Salvation, but: thoſe the Blood and the Life of Chriſt is 
"raiſed upin ; for they haye wor the Spirit of Chuiſt are nonp 
of his, and fuch are not juſtified by him ;, and 
His Blood upon the Croſs, yes the-Unrighteous py 
the Kingdom of God : And wouldit thou have me be __ 
| but thet thou waiteſt roenſnare me? - 
of ad eat rot v1} that alſo, andirent ton me in 
another thing, -and ſaid, One of you that:are called y 25, and 
i 4 Teacher- among you, did bid me give over deceiving IN fr 
gelling them, That ho Scripture, is tbe Word of God: ' Now you 
own the Scriptureto be the Word of God? 


[ 


: N. The Scriptures | own,aud witnefsto be a true Declaratioh, 
Tinke I-1. en forth by holy men of God, as they were. moyed 
by &6s Sp b\2 Fxp, Te. 215 .and they arc tholc that of 


- 
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Chriſt, 'Fobw.; 39. to be the Light of the World, Jobs 1. 9; 
a3nd-the Nod Got ou 196 13+ 7 | % 


A. The Scripture faith,' God is the Word. | 
Q. ve not the Scriptures neceſſary to Saluation ?- | 
. F. They are uſeful for Dodtrine,. for Exhortation and Re- 
proof. 
Q.. But are they neceſſary ? 
A. They areuſeful. E 
A. Theyare ary to ſtop the Mouthes of Gain-ſayers. -- 
Q. But are the Scriptures a neceſſary means unto Salvation ? 
..A. Jeſus Chriſt is the only means of our Salyation,and there is 
- no other Name given under Heaven by which mea ſhall be 
Q. But are men ſaved without Scriptures? + ; ' 


written for our Learning; therefore we are not without it, 

but Exoch walked with God, Noah obeyed, and Abrabam be- 

lieved,before Scripture was z and they that arecome unto Chriſt, 

.,are come untothat which was before Scripture was; ' {1 
Q, How did you come to know any thing bus by the Scripture _? 


of whomthe Scripture teſtifieth, until he was revealed-in me. 


Ainſter ? | 
A. | never profited by any of them; but lived: in:Wicked- 
ntfs, fo long as i followed them. + to obo. 
Q. But if ye own the Scriptures-t0 be truty \and ous gu the 
Spirit of God, why will you-uot own :t to be the Word of God? | 
A. Bring me any one Scripture, that ſaith, the Scripture is the 
Word of God, and I ee or it + but the Letter hilterh;- the 
Spirit giveth Life, and: the Word of Gad 4 quick and powerful, {i 
os Fas twoedped Sword ;, then an my Bible and laid it doy 


neither can it ſtir : Then the People ages me again; then I 
q ſaid ce them, Be-ſilent for ſhame, for | ſpeak ſoberly ; -pad this 


any ay'zhe powerful Word of God for ow 


__ 


"<p 


A. Now the Scriptures2re written, -and what is written, is 


- on the Table before themzand ſaid, See, this hath no Power init, 


ALL? et ob ble A - 
z] X # 8 
ka T C 4 $5 3 . Ys <a 
: 
”y s _ . 
a 


A. Although 1 had the Scripture, yet 1 never knew Chriſt, . 
Q. Did wot you comete-your Knowledge at firſt, by. hearing ſome - 


Bible is not ſharper than ea two edged Sword : and if this Bible 
bethe powerful:Word of God, then the vilelt Perſog in England 
SN 


"5 2d. 
- 
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The Snllediign: and Cryals: 
-- Thus Whom the Prieſt haftifought in phefps and the like Queſt}- 
ons fo enſnare me, and found: pobetrer. ground , then he gurneg 
tothem called Juſtices,) 3nd {@id,::Sirs, Pat that: though they 
deny Poper y in the genandl > yor-yau fer thiy bug '3t 1p the particular, 
I bave made it plain.beftxe you, relthathe huldeth a an may be free 
fromSin, andtabe juſtified by Warks wrought withip ; and if this Pq- 
pery be ſuffered to creep in, then you may conceive the danger thax 
may follow in this whole Nation; therefore Þ ſhall leave it. unto you ; 
and you know that I came not bere aptil you ſent for me 5, tbereforest is 
rot 0 ond hey  Soafter he had betrayedme-as much. as he 
could into theit Flands, like Fades, then he would. have waſbed 
his Hands like P:lape. TT ' | =: 
: And after | was-ſent to Priſon toithe Goalers. Houſe, for re- 
fuſing $0. Swear that! which afterwards they blotted. ont of. my 
AMitme, and after twordayes: being at: the» Goalers Houſe 
where the mighty Power of God-appeareg, to the-ſerce and 
amazement :of' all the beholders, as they were amazed at the 
Apoſtles, At 2.7, For ſeveral times after I bad- prayed, the 
People: were ſhaken, and the Word of God was ſpoken with 
boldneſs, A54.31. then I was.fent to the main Goal, whers 
the People were exceeding mad. againft me, as Saul once was 
Mmſt the Saints, As 26. 11, And the Rulers ſtretched forth 
eir Hands to'yex/us, like Herod, Afﬀs 12.1. And the Town 
was.mpved;\ and.the People ran together, At; 21. 30. And the 
Mu]titude, with the Magiſtrates, A#s 16. 22, - Being cut to thg. 
Hleart,foms gnaſbed an mewiththeir Teeth, As 5. 54. And the 
Multitude of the Town was divided,and therewas divers afſaults 
made: againſt vs, -both of the Heathens and-yhe Rulers, who 
{ought tovex us deſpightfully, asthey did, 4s 14 4, 5- Some 
threw Stones -jn the Prifon the wait of five pound, and threw 
Dirt and Water an my Lodging, and ſpit ap me, and'1 hid not 
Ty Face from thame and ſpitting, /ſa. 50. 6; And Pit ah-me ſee 
yerel times, and-once they Pjſt- on my Food, -and they made di- 
| 7 rm and 1p{urrections againſt our Meetings, 'but-Frjends 
cared none of theſe things, Rey. 2.10. hut in patience -endus- 
_ redall their bitter Perſgcutjons 7- At laſt they were aſbamed, and 
d were the Aleve mh were far worſe theathe rude People For 
—_ — frees by-the Prion daily, | yer the 
deching 85 19 broken'4:y the rude” People; but, by any = 
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:3f-the Suinesat Freſh? 
\eetet, hp were #t laſt more quiet, and' then Friends metas 
peaceably in the Street, as if they had been in a private Houſe; 
la they met thricevevery Week, beſides on the Market-dayes ; 
-after the Market-was over, the of the Cputitry did come 
-there in Peace, and receive the Word with gladneſs, and the 
Ignorant began to be convinced, and the Gain-ſayers Mouthes 
ſtopped, and much People received the Truth in love, whereby 
the Meetings were increaſed,and theWork of the Lord began to 
:proſper ; thus we continued for four Weeks together day by day 
1n Peace, and then therearoſe upa new Mayor, whichknew not 
the righteous Seed, as there aroſe vp'a new King'in' Egype, 
Exod. 1.8. And he ſaw the People of God increaſe, was vexed 
at it, as the world was alwayesvexcd at the increaſe of the righ- 
"teous Seed; fo that Mayor Edmond Young, ſaid, He would break. 
our Meetings, or elſe-his Bones ſhould lie in the Dire. The which he 
did upon the 14th day of the 8th Moneth, being the "firſt day of 
the Week, on the which in the Morning Friends met'ifi Þr ivate, 
and not inthe Street, and as two Friends of the Town were go- 

.ing to that Meeting, the Mayor laid Hands on them, -and put 
them in Priſon; and- in the latter part of the day Friends met 
in the Street, where they uſed'todoy where they were without 
any diſturbance, pntil the Mayor came with Officers, and: faid, 
it was an unlawful Aſſembly , and ſaid, If there were” ahave righe 
Per ſons met together, it was an unlawful Aſſembly';'' "Ant pre- 
{ently laid Hands on Friends, and pulkd, and thruſt, and kickr, _ 
and. put many in the Priſon and in the Stocks, and put'me and 
two'more in the Dungeon 3 and wheryhe ſaw that Friends were 
etafraid:of him, neither didany ren away,' then he Taid; #e 
. wanted another. Priſon for the Women '(for tichad timpriſejied Meh 
in four ſeveral places thattime) when this was done, he com- 
manded his Sargeant to make proclamation, ahd'command in 
the Name of the Proteftor, That every one! ſhould depart thence on 
painof Impriſonment ; whinhiwahced more Priſons: to-put thent - 


In. | Thus he broke our Meetings; who'harmed not any, nor-re- 
ſiſted his Violence ; and'then he'faid, +7 we wandd meet in Houſes 
arin the Fields, he would nor mol:ff  : 'Yeton the next Firſt day. © 
he fawone of the Town going alone to a Meeting, that we had, © - - - 
: Avrpap inted in a Houſe, and him/hepotinPriſon. © - ©- © c- 8 
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(as once before{ was put in for Praying) then he endeavoured 
ro keep all People from me, and far ſeveral Dayes and Nights 
we were denyed having Candles in this dark Dungeon ;.. at laſt 
he. ſeng.us each man a Penny-warth-of Bread, and a half .Penny- 

worthof Beera day, the whichthe Goaler faid; was the. Towns. 
allowance ;, but. we ſtil] denyed. it, and ſent him word, That if 
we-lhould not have Food for our Money,or from our Friends,then 
we.ſhould be without it. Soat laſt, when. we could have Bread 

fram our Friends, and Water, then we did eat and dripk,. and 
praile the Lord, whoſe preſence is with vs, - _ 
+ Thus he much indeavoured to bring us iftofſlavery unto his 
EOtTUPt-will, which was according to the. Words of Roperr At- 
kins, that fate Judge at the Seſſions, who then ſaid to me thus, 
You bave been kgpt very high all this while ;. but 1 ſball take 8 courſe 

eer I go bence, that: yow ſhall be kept. ſhorter. And the Mayor 

Edmond Toung;cauſed a, Trap-door to be made into the. Dungeon, 
' Jocked-doyrn, and all opr B:dding and Bed-cloathes,that Friends 

had {ent us, to be taken from-us, and will not let our Friends 
have ic again. Foſhua Frenſbam (a Priloner) having -much pain. 
with his Tecth, did ſomething earneſtly deſire, that whilſt he 
was a Priſoner he-might have the uſe of. a Pillow that was taken 
away, (which was his.ownJ bet.it was denyed. On'the ſe- 
cond day after we were put-1n the. Nungeon, a. Friend breughr 
ſome Straw for us to lic on, and the Goaler would not ſuffer it 
to be brought into us,. becauſe he would not: give him Moncy 
to unlock the Doors. | 
Once Lſept: to the Mayor to have Liberty. for ſome man, or 

Fii:nd to fetch out our Dung. from vsand he denyed-it,and femr 
for a Conſtable toput-that Friend in the Stocks rtbat came to ask 
it : And before I came in the Dungeon, ſometimes our Boxes and 
Writings were taken from us,. and ſometimes our Stools that we 
had to ſit or write upon, and. our Candles. Beſides ,.: eight 

Friends being Priſonersat the Goalers Houſe, were much abuſed 
by him, the which 1 ſhall forbear to write; only thus he ſaid 

unto them, If. they ay” 6 fonr Pence a Night for cach mans 
| Lodging, ana eight Pente a Meal for each mans Diet, then they ſhould 

goall roche main Geal, Which they refuſed to ſatisfie hiy Will 

in z. neither were they uſed to cat of his Diet, being all Towns 
"men : But ſometimes he would not ſaffer;thelr Wixes, nor =o 
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cre them eigh 
kept in the Goal, and we three in the Dungeon under them, five 


Y * 


dayes to our own. Dung; as.l and ſome of us have been kept in 


| ef our own Dung, all which they kev occaſioned the Death of - 


until he had been lick,& after turned him once in the Nightout; 
and ſome others bave not been well, by reaſon of the exc 
cloſeneſs. of the Priſon, whereby ſometimes the ſtipk of the 
Priſon hath been ſo ſtrong forth in the Street, that People, could 
nat indure to ſtand by it; ſometimes when the dayes were hot, - 
the Breath of ſome Priſoners was almoſt ſtopt, and lay for ſeve- 
ral dayes like men aſleep;. and when dayesare at the coldeſt, we. 
have not room. nor place cither to make Fire, or to walk to keep 
_ m_— <e | c | , | == hs 4b 
ct there is a large Priſon over our Heads, where they « 

ſometimes impriſon many of our Friends ; but that large Priſon | 
they will-not let us be in,neither could we, (nor Eriends for us 
prevail.to have Liberty to walk in that Pritan ſometimes by da 

and to come down into the other Priſon by Night. -. | 
* -; Therefore let all People (whoſe Hearts are tender towards 
the Lord) take notice. how. we are not only deprived of ou 
. ward Liberty (without the breach, of apy Law) but gre 
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kept in a moſt barbarons'confition, warle than Thieves or 
- -Murderers, as the Goaler hath ſaid, » That! of we had been in for 
' Theft or Murder, he conld have let ws ave moreLiberty, . than -now 
he durſt, becauſe of the Fluyor. | 
, "Oneday two Country- men'were:-paſling bythe Priſon with 
their Teams, the which Men came and enquired, What we 
.were impriſoned for ? And the Goaler beingby, inticed them 
.into us, and then he lockt the Door again, and went his way z 
-{o the men were conſtrained (by reafon of their Teams) -to ſend 
'{everal Meſſengers with intreating Words to-the Goaler, to 
come again, and then they were forced to agree with him for to 
Tet them forth for Money, the which they preſently paid. 
_.. Another time one of the Town came in thePriſon toſeeus, 
when the Goaler was there, and the Doors open,- and the 
Goaler lockt the Door, and kept him in that Day from his 1a- 
Sour, and:thart Night; and his Wife nor her Friends conld' not 
ies il with the Mayor nor the Goaler tolet himont without 
LIONEY. - ; 
Allo, TFames Wall , a Priſoner, who had ſerved ſeven 
Years an Apprenticeſhip in the Town, and a Free- man 
Fhereof, and hath born ſeveral Offices, being a Shop- keeper, ha- 
ving for-ſeven Years kept a ſtanding in the'Market-place, until 
fince he-was Priſoner, that the Mayor Edmond Towng forbad his 
Wife,” neither would he let her ſtand that time where he was 
-aſkd todo, nor in any place of the Market; Then ſhe went to 
Jim concerning it,z and once he ſaid, ſhe ſhould havea ſtanding 
"for two Pence ; but after hehegan to ſpeak ſattilly to her, { 
'30g, -] hear that your Huſband doth abiſe you. She anſwered, 
Hysband did never abuſe me; bur as for that Judgment 
» which he now holdeth, I could not own, but now ſeeing tris fo 
much perſecuted makes me own it, becauſe the Way of God was 
pets perſecnted: --Andwhen'the Mayor heard that, arid ſaw he 
- could have no occaſion againſt her Husband/by her Words, then 
he faid, She ſhould not have a ftanding for 51. Alſo twoof Fames 
Wals Chapmen cametohim, with whom he had dealed much, 
and their Accounts werelarge, and fome;Money he owed: them, 
who. went to the Mayor and proffered what Bale he would deſire 
for him, to come forth one; day to-perfeCt his Accounts. But 
_ " they could: not prevail withhim; butthe Mayor {aid to _ 
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be wanld Fe P Warrant oy 
men ſaid, They hag n 
late as bony wang I n Mg th: 

66 YAY OT, | Learge 3 
for the Puniſhing poop, 16 1 onngn of them thak. 
do well: He anfwered, Tex will find no ſuch je Engle (and L 
am ſure I find no ſuch ip Eveſham.) 

On the 17th of the 9th Moneth, Adargerar Newby and Eliza- 
heth-Quorte came to this. Town in obedience to- the Lord, who, 
bada Meeting on the morrow: (being the> Firſt-day) in PEIAts 
at Edward Pirway'sand after the Meeting ended abou the fourth, 
Hour, ip the latter part of the Day, they came to the Priſon tg 
viſit us that were init, and-as they were returning,. the Mayor 
laid violent Hands on them, and put them ip the Priſon aboye us,, 
and then cauſed them to be put in the, Stocks that are in that, 
Pas Scocksare-made worſe then ordinarily;with places 

po- put inboth; Hands,” 'In-which Stocks an Hours: "puniſhment is 
very bad; and ole a. Couftghle hag: mer whe them in, the ay 
went,upuntathemy, to ſee. if they be aa niſhed bad en 
cauſed them tobe removed as ar-afunder as. wendy __ Ate 
might-nox; one help ov cafe: another, if-they could 
left them-with both their Legs therein, with two ok oltencs 
between their Legs,ina moſt, barbaroug & ſhaniefol manner; 
jon words bg pled tothem ; and ſo went thence & lockt the Pris. - 

oor,that noFriends. could come nigh them, itbeing a from. | 
,in-which manner theywere kept theſpace of1 5 boy 7-48 
toe 1 & Punjſimepr ſeldom heard of; Lhaye thonghts Ns | 
ripes ave one, was pot ſo.b 
jiothat manner allthat time, then the Mayor prey wy og to | 
taken out, ang ſent preſently in the Cold out ofthe Towna LJ 
PE EE Gn Ree 
rſt-Uay 24'N1, Arr. tcame rotne L0wn ay. 
fore, being at the Priſon hole; was put in the common Hock 'D 
the ardens noe. ſurwing bim any:rroſon mhy.chey 
aſter he had Pen in theStocks all the t froning Neg Ct DAO0 an 
theat vhs Nay or ſept! him out of the Town by the Goaſer z' bug 
, when the Goaler had jeff him, he returned ta the Town again 
the Road-way, it Ag the Market day, and caine $0 the 


pg 
: Flkun tou%, 3nd then went to the Mayor; t9 know w 09k » 


' men ro the ProteBBo 
' ſend by them, the whi 


— 
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' he had to charge hini with, that be had thus puniſhed bimfor : But 
' the Mayor having nothing to accuſe, bs ms wroth, and ſent 


him tothe Srocks again, where both his Feet were put in ; ard 
then they ſent for Robere Vers, who did go along with the Friend 
frth of the Town, that had been in the Stocks all Night; and 
when Robert Vens came before them called. Juſtices, Samuel G ar- 


' denar and Robert Maiten, the one of them ſaid, What ſhall we de 


with this Felow? The other anſwered, Put him in the Goal. 
But at laſt* they ſerit him 'to the Stocks, - -and -he -knows: no 
reaſon why they did it, - but for going with the other Friend 
out of 'the Town.3 and when he had been in the Stocks five bowrs, 
rhen they ſent for him toſee what the Goaler had to charge him 
with, for any words that he might ſpeak, when he went with the 
other Friend ; ſo when they had puniihed him, they went to en- 
quire what offence he had done,and finding none, they let him go. 
Whea this Perſecucion  vegun in Eveibam » and the Corruption of the 
Magiſtrates did ſo plain'y appoar, ſome of the Inhabitancs.4 to ſend two 
Preelr to yn him, and they writ ſcmethirle to that - effec to 

riting was ſublcribed with about tfty Hands to it, chac 

by je the Protetor might know what coryupe "men were in Authority in this 
own ; bur I faiduntorhem, That th: y might pur rhemſelves to- much trouble, 
and-yer wor ſpezk with the Protector 3 rherefore if they would nur otherwiſe tbe 


* fativfied, they might pur ſome four Hands ro ir, ard lend ic to Print 3 andihen 


| hould endeavour to have it ſent to the ProreQor, that he mighe be lefe with- 


" eatexcuſe : So they lent ir to Print with ewenty Hands to it, which was enciru- 


led,” 4 Repreſentation of the Government of Evelhamy many of the Inhe« 
ditents i , dive8cd ta the Proteflor, &rc. And at Seſſions after, meny. 


* of them were fined, and ſome were þoth finedzand have been eyer fince Lmprifoncd 
' inthe Protciors Name),for declaring to the ProteRor the corruption ob thoſe that. 
' are put in Authority under the Procetor, who a& contrary to.the ProteRor's 


Laws, againfl thoſe that have been'faithful. And there is not any Friend at any 
time that can by any means'fince the Seſſions, gain or have for Money a Copy 
of our Inditmens. WE 8, OS 

And let all People take notice, that all chac is printed in this Book, is all 


© - but a ſhort Declaration to what might be printed, of the Perſccucions of-Priefts, 
Magiſtrates and People of this Town againft itie Saints, v 


- From the Dungeon in Eveſhim, by bim thet is known to che Werl4 by the 
* > 18 o . 

- Humphry Smith. - 
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6 
To THE E ond - 
Pzieſts, Magiſtrates, Rulers # Jnhabitants 


. © 
Ex @ N- 
| That they may be Preſerved from the 
- - Wrathathand.... © 
W:ch ſome of the Effects of the Prieſts Minſtery 


in- Devonſhire, whoſe Fruits have exceeded many, and 
are now brought to light, that the ſimple may return”. 
from them (who profit not) unto Chrift-the Light, . 

w ho teacheth all to profit, and is come-to teach. 


' you may {mite with the Fiſt of Wickedneſs, and thar 
you may exalt your ſelves in Pride, vain Glory and Op-- 
- preilion one over another, and perſecute andimprilon 
the Juſt,and beas Lords over Gods Saw 109. were. 9 ity 
one over another, ſeeking honor one of another,cach man ſeeking 
his own Intereſt, and not the good one of another, pleaſing your - 
ſelves in-lying V anities,corrupt/ng your ſelves in thoſe things which 
the Righteons. Law of God dehidderh, foorting your ſelves inthis -' 


V OU who are this day faſting for Strife and Debate, that: 


the day of the Lord, whichis ſtealing upon you all asa Thief in _-. 


-  #henight» ſis he'camingupon you nawares, whoarethis day.  _ |. 


# : 
F. GW 


'2 A noarningtothePuelts, Magiſtrates 
offering a Sacrifice to God,. but the juſt Witneſs of God in the 
rticular is myrdered, and you with your Sacrifices are [hut oyt 
from the Lord God of Sabboths, whoſe Reſt you come nor into, 
butare feeding upon the Serpent's Food, which isto know and 
not obey, and the young Serpents are nouriſhed, and the old 
Serpent's Head i not broken, ; Iniquity lodgeth in the Heart, and 
Wickedneſs rulethin the inward Parts. From the 'lmage and 
Life of God you are all fallen, and are gone aſtray from your 
Maker, and are erred from the right way, and gone a Whoring 
after your own Inventions, and have committed Fornication with 
ſtrange Fleſh, the Thoughts of your Hearts are Evil, and 
on yorr Beds do you imagine Miſchief one againſt another ; and 
by - Deceit and Defraud haye you filled your Houſes. with the 
 Treaſuies of eAgype, and Darkneſs is in your Dwellings, even 
thick Darkneſs that may be felt, and from your Eyes are the 
things of God hid, and a Vail is over you, and the Seed is in 
Bondage, the partition Wall is yet ſtanding, and youare found 
| without among the Dogs, and the Sorcerers, and the wild Beaſts 
of the Field, m the Nature of the Wolf, ſabtit, and devouring 
both the Lamb-like Spirit within, and the Lambs without z, the 
Flock of God is ſcattered, and the Thorns choak the Seed ; the 
fruitleſs Trees are not cat down,the Brambles cover the Ground, 
and Fruit to God is not bronght forth, but wild Grapes and 
Leaves, and Airy Tmaginations in the Snbtilty above the Light, 
where the Serpent is twining to keep his hold, and this is the 
Reaſoning in mans WHll, 'which is not brought tothe Croſs, nei- 
ther are the Corruptionsof the Fleſh crucified; but you goon in 
your Sins from day to day, and even hate to be reformed. Was 
Sodom and Gomorab guilty of any Sinthat is not fonrd this da 
among you ? Are you 'not drinking down-Iniquity as'the Or 
drinketh down: Water ? Nay,d0 you not even ſay tn your Hearty, 
that you are delivered tocomnitalltheſe Abominations ? Wo, 
Wountoyou, the Lord God of the whole Earth hatha Contro- 
yerſie you, /his Judgments ate as ſwift as ligh ings he is coming 
and is come totry you, and to weigh you all in the jolt Balance; 
and now all-your Coverings arc $00 narrow; -all you Tris ow 
made Lyes your Refuge, - an turned the Greee'bF* Gol/Mt 
Waxtoancls, ſporting your ſees in this the mighty Day ht 


| aid Juhaditant'o EXON, T3 
Exceſs, Pride, Drunkennehs and Glut- 

, "ye painted' whited Walls,” gnilded: Tombs, JO 

ah Sanmwords, bat Enemies mien fo the WR M nd Miſery 
een I made to take up a Lamentation for 

cou gegen upon you, by reaſon of your 
nes of your words, through the hardn Le He 
are not circumciſed, nor purified by Faith, but in-them/Perver{- 
neſs, and the Loveof this World hath a rooms: inſtead: of 
Gcd, and fd the old Bottles are full of ſtinking ſtuff, and the Inn 
is filled with the Gueſts of this World, and there-is not room for 
Chriſt, the Light, Life and Son of God, tobe born-up\to take 
away the Sin of the World, t you profeſs him, and-talk-of 
him, yet you complain for lack of Power, whereas Ley 
ftimony, That he'is come, who is the Power: of Gadd, -andupto 
him that ſaves from Sin is all Power committed; hoth in Heaven 
and Earth, in whom. and by whom alone:thisSonfiip is received, 
and the Vidtory over the World; which knows nt Cong 


whom you areſeen; in.the Light ithatcomes from-Chrilt,, 
| us pou who madeult rent ono Bloadroc porch chat 
of the Larth," ant his: Poway: 10. 


whom we live,” thove,' Jind: iy ont beaie, dg, as: the-Ports have 
written,and as the Wiſe and otra plornt Aprons 3 yo | 
co ut after. & ene wy man. the IIs 
ars'how.he ming turn your Wagons ine 
to Gall of /Wortmwood;>artl youo Coveriogs ips0 bnevingPirch, | 
his Fafoiſe will ſmoke'dikeFirs! you,. i whe are as 
Seb 21h hn cub off MO earns oy _ 


whereiti the Wrarhof Codthalll berevenltd firgm Heays 

211 Unrightcoulneſs'of men,; whoholdthe'T apes tk. R- 

righteonſnes,' This ſhilt come apon;abl/you RIES 

your own way, and are departed from theJivi ard 
Is not this the' Faſt that the ge ws ry en 
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4 A warning to the Pzieſts; Pagiſtrates 
and that you break every Yoke: Conſider. is the oppreſſed Seed 
of Godlet goFree? the Seed to which the Promiſe belongs, or 
1s not the piquity born upon the Shoulders of him that is the 
Light, wh@eby he-is preſſed down? | And- are-you not laying 
heavy burdens upon the.neck of rhe: Poor ? - Is not the Poor Op- 
prefſed, and the Rich live in Oppreſlion-2 . Is not the Fatherleis, 
the Widdow ard the Stranger oppreſſed: within your Gates ? 
Have'you not evit intreated the Servants and Meſſengers of the 
Lord ofHoſts,whom he ſent ro Warn you ? and ſome to be Signs 
and' Wonders 'among you, as 1/aiab, who walked naked and 
bare-footed,' 7/2. 20: 3. 15am. 19. 24. that you may ſee *your 
Nakednels, and repentof your Loftideſs, and-come down from 
yourhigh Mountains,. where you' are.making your Netts above 
the''Stars of 'God oo Airy lmaginations from the firſt Wiſ-- 
dorof the firſt ian, from the Earth, Senſual and Deviliſh, where 
thePrince of the Air rules 'in alt the Sonsof Diſobedience, who 
are wiſe'to do Evil; and fubril Foxes/inthat Knowledge which 
poffert#up, | arid thert youſtand:like ſtrong Oaks, apd fed Horſes, 


other Gretna whoſe, Sins are ripe,unto Judg- 


ment; whoſemealurendf MWickearief:iseveriat the full, & you your 
ſelves theServants of Sin} ficrec forthe. Wine-preſs of the Wrath 
of the Lord God'Alniptity,wbo:is comingaſwift witneſs againſt 
youz atid fromhis preſenzegod ſhall.not fly.  PhoreSrogrepers | 
to mett the'Lord;! forthe day! is/at hand» that your Iniquities 


ſhall 'be'rewarded! aponyour awn Heads;:and you.ſhall receive 
From the'Lord the.quit Rewardibf ail: your; Doings and: every 
mans Heart ſhalÞbe nid? manifeſt imthe ſight of God, and. by 
\- +. 47 wary God:inevery mans Conicience, ſhall: God be ac- 
"Know 


of 


Uged to be Juſt, by which the Mouth of Proud Fleſh ſhall | 
xd;and the Confcienceſhaltbeawakened by the Witneſs 
[G6d;* that: did alivays reffifie againit Deteit; 'Sin-and Hypo- 
criſie; andiwhan the tnidteſs Judgments of: God.areupon you, 


"and his\evertaſtingTorments have taken;hotd upon you, then 


ſhall my Witneſs in every mans Conſcience witnels for me, that 
in-love to-your Sonls I was moved to write this for a Warning to 


| redo oor ro the Crols you night come, $0)the trpe; Light of 


all men through Nimi might believes: evertia him thet-is the, 


& 


and Jnhabitants of E-X O N. 59> 2 
the Corner Stone refuſed by all you wiſe Builders, who build | 
above the Light, which to you this day is a Stone of ſtumbling,- 
and a Rock of oftence, even Chriſt the Light, the true Teacher, 
that in ſecret condemns far Sin, who is the Heir, and is now 
come,whom all you Wicked Husband-men that have not brought 
forth Fruit unto God, are now ſlaying in your own particulars, 
and perſecutirg in us, his Members, thatif poſlible you might 
murder the Heir, Chriſt the Light, and ſo the Inheritance be 
yours. Bur it is in vain for you to_kick againſt the Pricks, the 
LEN in your Conſciences, which checks in ſecret for Sin, is and 
will be your Condemration, whilſt you fight againſt it, and 
hate it, and the meaſure of the Breath of Life will kindle a Fire 
in your Bowels, like a ſtream of Brimſitene forever, which ſhall 
never be quenched, nor depart from you Wicked and Ungodly 
men, whoſe Sins have exceeded many, and whoſe ways are right 
in your own Eyes,and hate to be reformed, and deſpite,ſ[tone,per- 
ſecute and impriſon them whom the Lord hath ſent to warn you, 
whoſe blind zeal is like Feruſalews, from whoſe Eyes the things 
of Ged-are hid, and your Madneſs like unto Saul*s, whothought 
to do many things againſt the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, the Light. 
Ard do not many of you fight againſt the Light, and fo are 
found Fig}.ters againſt God, who is now ccme to try you, and to 
ſearch you, and according to your deeds ſhall you all receive ? 

- And now, who among you will hear this? ' Whoamong you 
will regard ? Are you not covered with a deep ſleep, that ſo 
the Deitroyer may come-upon you unawares ? Who hath an Eye 
now to ſee, and a Heart tounderſtand? Who will regard this, '- 
and return from the Evil of his ways ? Who will lay it to hear? 
unto him-is the day. of Grace offered, let him return, and' 
with ſpeed, and letthe reſt look for their Portion according to 
the words written. bo 


£ Let not this be ſugbted, for it Was written for a Warning afore- 
hand, unto you all, upon the 3oth day of the 8th Moneth, 1656. © 
«ds Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, ' a Priſoner at Exon," known by 
: : , 


Name of | 


CBak3 & * . * . - 
<4 . Some 


Dl, 


V 


Some of the Effedts of the Prieſts Hiniſtry in 


Devonſhirc. 


Y Ou that have been the Teachersand the Leaders of the People 
long, you, who lay, the Prieſts Lips preſerve Knowledge, 
ard they thall ſeek the Law at his Mouth; now conſider, what 
have you taught the People, and what have they learned of you? 
Is it not to perſecute the. [Innocent ? and to hale out of your Sy- 
nagagues ? and to ſtone and to beat them whom the World 
knows not ? whom the Lord hath ſentas Lambs among Wolves 
Into the Towns, Villages, Market-places and Synagogues to 
witneſs and declare in the Name of the Lord againſt all Unrigh- 
teouſneſs ; and preaching Repentance unto all, even to them of 
the higheſh, place of Worſhip, and to a Crooked and Perverſe 
Generation, who have been long learning of you, that cannot 
our ſelves/ceaſe from ſin, 2 Pez. 2. 14. neither are they by you 
brought tojthe knowledgeof the Truth, ſo as that they need nor 
any wan to teach them, but are ſtill learning, and are not come 
to the knowledge of God, whom to know is Life Eternal, but 
are found this day in that, in which the knowledge of God is not, 
and in that nature which murdered Abel,and ſtoned the Prophe 
and crucified Chriſt, and flew his Apoſtles; and yet you alt pro- 
fels the Scriptures, but upon you the Scri are fulfilled; who 
are in thele days haling, and cauſing tobe haled out of your Sy- 
| nagogues, and perfecuting from City to City the harmleſs 
of Jelus Chriſt, who faith unto his, Theſe chings ſhall they do unte 
you, becauſe they kyow not the Father, nor me, John 16. 2, 3. ''- - 
Doth not your evil Savour come up into the Noftrils of the 
Lord ? And is not your Nakedneſs ſeen by all the Children of - 
the Light, who walk in the Light? Are notboth you and your 
Hearersa Seed of Evil Doers? And are you not fierce Deſpiſers 
of them that are good ? And do you not daily cry out againſt 
thoſe thareve dead axge Sin, andaliveunto Righteouſneſs ? And. 
do you Rot even hate him that walks in the paths of Peace, _ 


Le " 
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the ſtepsof Innocency ? Is not therea noiſe amongſt you againſt 
the Lambs of Chriſts? Are you not ſtirring op the Rulers 
againſt themzas your fore-Fathers did, As 4.1; &c. and c. 5. 17. 
Fohn 11. 47. Are you not ſeeking to your earthly Magiſtrates 
to defend your Profeſſion with their carnal Sword, which muſt 
be by Perſecuting and Impriſoning the Lambs of Chriſt, who 
break not your Magiſtrates Law, nor yet the Law of God ; and 
if you have ought againſt vs, you ſhould come anddeclareit be- 
fore our faces,or let us have liberty to ſpeak when the Lord moves 
any of us to come to you; but fill ye-up the meaſure of your Fa- 
thers, the chief Priefts, Scribes and Phariſees, in whoſe ſteps ye 
are found, read Mar. 23. whodenyed Chriſt the Light, and cal- 
led him a Deceiver, and one that had a Devil, and the Carpenter*s 
Son, and ſtirred vp the Rulers and the rude People to Crucific 
him, and they themſelves gave their Voice againſt him, whom 
they had hired Fade: to betray, and after his Reſurreftion' they 
hired Souldiers for large Money to declare Lyes of his Diſciples 
and him, who was juſt, and afterwards were Enemies to his [n- 
nocent Lambs, who had waited in Obedience to Chriſt the Light, 
and ſo received that Spirit of Trath whom the World cangotre- 
ceive, by which they were endued with Power togo forth into 
the Towns, Villages and ahem, of 1 declaring a falſe 
Worſhips even of Prieſts and People, though they hack Zr, 


Greek and Hebrew, and Moſes preached among them every 
day, yet werethey in the falſe Worſhip, and deniers of Chriſt 
the Light of the World, and his Miniſters and Servants, who 
were fooliſh and contemptible in their Eyes, as we are this day in 
- the Eyes of you, whore in the ways of your Fathers, con 
ing with the Rulers againft ſich as come-in- the Name of the 
Lord to declare againſt your Oppreſlion and unjuſt Prattices, 
and ſuch are brought by you: and your Hearers to ſuffer Impri- 
ſonment, and loſs of Goods (if not Deathit ſelf) _ 
and thoſe that you have been long teaching, and are of your 
Church, as it is called, by whom the Church in God doth ſuffer; . 
as is witneſſed in Devor-Goal, wherein many of the Servants of 
. theliving God haye been'kept Priſoners, who have not'broken 
the Law of God nor Man; and this is done by thoſe-that are 
{ taught no better by you Pricfts of Devwfhire : Is it not adliajne 
"o" | _ 
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'to your Miniitry tobring forth ſuch Fruits in the generality of 
your Hearers ? Did they ever impriſon any for Conicience-ſake, 
- who were taught by the Miniſtry of Chriſt the Light, to deny 
Ungodlineſs? And are not your Hearers in Ungodlineſs, the 
which we bear Teſtimony againſt, and all Ungodlineſs ? There- 
fore we ſuffer this day by the Seed of Evil Doers, who have taken 
many of the Servants of God in the High-ways, as they were 
going to vilit the Members of Chrilt in Priſon, and took twenty 
Shillings from one of them, who was going to relieve the Mem- 
bers of Chrilt in Priſon, and ſent him to Priſon alſo. Another 
had ten Shillings taken from him; and others had their Writings 
and other things taken from them. Some others were put out 
of your Syragogues,. brought before Magiſtrates, and ſent to 
Priſon, ard one dycd in Priſon; and this is done by you, and 
your Hearers, ye Prieſts of Devonſhire Is it nota ſhame to your 
Miniſtry to bring forth no better Fruits, in this your Goſpel 
Profeſſion ? and the Fruits of your Goſpel-Hearers, to lay wait, 
as ke that ſetteth Snares, and ſet a Trapto catch men, (Fer.5. 26. 
totheend) and ſerd them to Priſon for going to viſit Priſoners, 
-whoſe Relief from them was taken. Was ever the like heard of 
inthe days of the Prophets or Apoſtles? Who but thoſe that 
are as blind as you will follow you any longer ? For now, as 
every. ſimple man may ſee the Fruit of "oo Miniſtry, which 
hath plainly appeared in moſt Towns and Ports of . Devonſhire ; 
at Tiverton, they that depart from Evil, are made a hd; ba » and 
many Abuſes they receive, 2nd the Abuſers not puniſhed, but 
ſome that have been abuſed werealſo caſt into Priſon, and they 
who came toviſit them,were alſo perſecuted; and they that came 
in the Name of the Lord, were there perſecuted, put out of the 
Synagogues, and impriſoned. At Taringron, the Servants of the 
rd, that preached Repentance, and that came for the good of 
| Souls, were Evil intreated, and Snares laid for them, and im- 
priſoned ;, and the Prieſt of Tarington ſaid, That Paul wat a Swear- 
&r, and that it was his Duty to Swear : This heafftirmed more than 
four times.. At Plymonth the Servants of the Lord ſeveral times 
ſuffered inbumane Perſecutions, the like hath been ſeldom heard 
of, to bedone by thoſe that are called Chriſt;ans. by. 
Much more might be ſaid, and other places. named, wu the 
| ruits 


Fruits that your Miniſtry/bath {ronght forth;- but; in ; 
may be known: by: your: Fruits to.all-that;love ch Le otro, 
who faith of the falle Prophets, | By theer Fruigs ye ſhall kyow them... 
And now is Chriit the Light come todeliver his Flock from. 
your Mouthes,. and he will, bring back the loſt, and gather home. 
the ſcattered-that have: been lopg g devonned, by yo, abey: any. 
Paſtors, who - have not brought home, to Chriſt the Light, the; 
loſt Sheep, but with Force and with Cruelty have youruled over 
them, who have been ſcattered by. yoy.Shepherds 'that, cannot 
underſtand, 1/a. 56. 11: wbofeed the ſubtilty in your Hearerss.. 
and not the ſimplicity, neither have you miniltred to rhe Spiritin 
Prion, \nor yet received-your Miniitsy. from bing thatiopens.the 
Prifon- Door.» 'And now yourday'is © I the Hireling mult 
into the Holes,and yer ſhall you _ be And now your carn 
Preaching). thro gli your-carma ations an ceivings 
from the Letter [Sch killeth, to PARA I People, or carnal 
Ends, in carnal _ Temples," _ Places of y Worſhip : 
1s you are apes with carnal Wes ns, in the 
eye. Carbet ans Magiſtrates, who- ſend expe of 
—_ into yu Hou all this will avail you no more than it did 
avail the chief Prieſts, =_ Fathers, who took counſel together, 
how to take Jeſus Chriſt the Light by ſubtilty, and kill him, and 
= their Voice againſt him : And are not you giving your 
Mayes < again Chriſt the Light,/ caking it Natural, as they call'd 


yg 65: *4 Son 7(C_ But fill-ye'up thomeaſure af your Fa- 
bijgg E dof Deo kbk Cnod3od tot big | 
hand rhe Blood of. Souls will be required.) may come the pot 
ſpoken of in 44A. 2. 1,2. For now is Chriſt the Light made 
manifeſt; the ſecond Prieſthood, ; whois made a;Miniſter, nar 
after a carnal rower but ay the Powerufan | | 


Life even/hiw that is{the; Loh, an She 
teacheth all to profi Wt: ek ing Prietf that Hol 5ors 
Farars 1-2 br edall Power imo him that! is the Light 


to God, w . 
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10  _The Fit anidSecond-PPzieſtyocd 
for to youhe is a ſtone of ſtinnbling j" even lie that is the Rock, of : | 
Ages, the Power of God, the We/dum of 'God;the Son of God, the 
Light of the World, which folfoweth, ſhall have the Lrgbe 
of Life, md in-him receive Power to-.become the Sons -of God, 
ard ſo comeby the lightto the Teachings ofthe Father, and re- 
ceive the Andintings, that they will not haveineed-of your teach- 
For the Paſtors are become Bruitiſh, and have wot ſonghe the Lord, 
nhl they ſhall not proſper, ' and- all their Flock, ſball be ſcattered, 
Jer. 20. 21. ; 
Hd as Troops of' Robbers wait for a mun, fo the company of Prieft's 
Aurder in the way by conſent; for they Cammr Lewdneſs, Hol. 6.9. 


Written by a Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, a Witneſs a- 
gainſt Deceivers, a Prijoner at Exon, cated 
_-» Þ.»  Harphry Smith, 


{THE EO | 
Firſt & Second Prieſthood 
Declared, according to the Scriptures ; 

That both Pricſts, Profeſſors and People 
' may .come'ro'ſee with the 'Lighe of Chriſt, 
which Prieſthood this belongs to.” 

= He Firſt Prieſthood and /its Miniſtry ſtands; without, 
| andconſiſteth of theroutward things. - 


in and conffiſteth of the-inward "Wark; and. Pod age 


TIES a}. Fo. x 


weclated rcediogty the Geripenres, Tx 
made a Miniſter of the-Spiritzi which is within, he-faid; Work, 
out you Salvation mith feav and tremblany, (2 Cor. 5.6. Phila. 12. 

"The firſt Prieſthood: being made in tho'time @G the: 
under which Prieſthood the Swearing is upheld; and th People 
continue in the Swearing and in the Strife. 

The ſecond Prieſthood is made with the Oath, the Confirma- 
tion thereof is the'End of all Strife, -Debate and. Diſiention; and 
te OED oo NT Fightings, and. 
vain Janglings doth ariſe : And the Confirmation'of this Oath, ' 
and the any Miniſtry, which is confirmed by this Oath, puts 
an end to all Oaths and Swearing, the Word of the Oath 
come, and become Fleſh, which Word was before the Oath, 
the World, and ſince the Law, 'which Word is the Son;''who 
faith, Swear nr at all, Heb. 6. 15,'16;-& Chap. 720. Aa. $-34- 
TFames F. 

The firſt Prieſthood and its Miniſtry under the firſt Covenant 
had a command to receive Tythes of the People; yet they were 
not to ſue People at the Law, if they did notbring the T'ythes, 
but were to receive the Tythes and Offerings; when they were 
brought, their command was to receive them- And theſe / 
were given unto the Stranger, unto the Fatherleſs; and to the 
Widdow, that they might eat and be filled, as well as the Levite - 
and the Prieſt, Det. 26. 12,13. Now that Prieſthood muſt 
needs be of Antichriſt, which is not agreeabletothefirſt Prieſt- 
hood, and itis alſo contrary to Chriſt, Lig 10.44 5» 6, 7- 2 Cor. | 
6. 3. and ſo on 2 Fobn 9. 1 Fobn 2.22, 

The ſecond Prieſthood and its Miniſtry is of the New Fu 
nant, where the Law is changed, by which the firſt is made; . 
and this is not of the World, neither upheld nor maintained by 
the things of the World, - neither is made by a Carnal"Cotn« 
mandment, bur'by: the: Power of :an/ Endleſs Life, Heb. 7. 16... 
Mat. 10. 748, 9: "Gal. 3.12.16. : 

The firſt Prieſthood was after the Fleſh, where the Luſts were - 
not crucified, whence the Wars and Fightings come, where-the 
likenefſes were found ſuch as were not come to the Sab- 
" ſtance z" for Abrabamcame the Wars, and. gave the:tarth - 
of- votre yore was made like mnto the Son ofGod, A 
mw .3- Chap. 8.5. Ges. re 18. 
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= _2The:firſ#ard Soto Prleſſhood 
* The ſecond Prieſthood (who igofithe:Spirit,:wha comes, of 
Abraham actording to the Fleſh): is the Power. of God; and the 
Subſtance of the ;formmer..Likenefles 5. which' Subſtance being 
come, it. puts an-End: to the Wars, and ſoanend to the Spoil- 
ings, andalſo an end toall-that whict: cauſeth the/Spcilsz, and 
if to, then an erid:to that:of which/Tythes were firſt given z and * 
Ja:the SubſtnteioE the Likepelles-being comejj thee Bleſlivg, is 
teceivedi in: him;:a8d the Multiplyings known, ; andthe Li 
creaſes of God-witnefſed, 'and the'Spoils divided at home, , the 
ſtrong man being bound, and his Goods ſpoiled, Heb. 12. 22, 
23» 24. 1. Tbef. 3,,12::Cd.2. 17, 18, 19. © 

'> The firit Prieſtbogd is of the: firſt Covenant. which makes . 
nothing perfect, and frands without, as in Tables of Stone, and 
divers: Ordinances. written; by  Meſes, a Minilter of that Law 


- which condemns, and yet is glorious in its time, 2 Cor.-37. 8,9. 
Heb.7:9." | 1, KI | 


The: fecond —_— is of the New Covenant, which is 
writtch in the 'Tables bf the Heart, by a Mediator of a better 
Covenant, 'in which:Covenant there js 4 coming. to be preſented 
Perfeft in the; Head,' untowhich, by: the Minittry of the Word 
IS they -conie: to be joyned,. '2 Cor 3. 2,'3- Fer. 3 1-33» 
The firſt Priefthood ſtands. in divers Waſhings and Carnal 
Ordinances, until the time'of Reformation; until} which time 
theoutward Ordinances yet ſtandeth,- and the: outſide Worlkips 
yet are, which Worſhip being:daily performed, yet the daily 
comers t9 theſe Ordinances are not made perfect, as pertaining 
to the Conſcience, Heb. 9: 10. TROY Po 
, —* » Gcond Prielthood is Eternal; purging the Conſcience 
from ucau Works, whereby alſo the Spiritof Truth is received, 
and fothe worſhip in Spiritandin Truths known; which 'wor- 
ſhip the Lord delighteth in; . and3ſuch feek the Lord and find 
him, and'he'is merciful to their Intquities,.and their Sin he re- 
members. no more;: but they are blotted out.as. a thick Cloud : 
And fo: being made free fromSin, and. become the, Servants; of 
Righteouſneſs, |then-Fruit and Services brought: forth ang per- 
formed unto God, well-pleafting-in-his [light,: Heb, 9.144 + Cars 
6. 11. Rom. G6. 22. 7: 41.00 +327” ie 3h 
TY c 
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- declared gccomding'tothe Seriptures, 13. 

*.'The firſt Prieſttiood ſtands in divers and carnaFOfferings for 
'Sin, and Confeſſions of Sin Morning and Evening, and yet the - 
Sin not taken away, Heb. 7.22. Ch. 10. 1. & 11. | 

The ſecond Pricfthood ſtands in one offering for Sin, where- 

by the Sin is taken away, Zach. 13. 1.-1 Fohn 1. 7. Rev. 1..5, 
Ron.6.2.& 7. & 18, Heb. 10. 17. 

-- Under the firſt Prieſthood the Vail is over the Heart, and 
they that are there cannot ſee to him that is the end of the Law, 
who is made urder the Law, to redeem them that are under the 
Law, 2 Cor. 3. 13, 14, 15. | 

Under the ſecond Prieſthood the Vail is rent, and the broken 
Heartis known, with whom Godis; and {© him that is entred 
within the Vail is ſeen, even him that is the end of the Law and. 
the Prophets, Heb. g. 24! Ch. 10. 20. q 

| The firſt Prieſthood hath. the Shewbread, which the carnal. 
Eye may ſee, and the natural Man perceive; and ſothe Worſhip 
ftards in outward ſhew, in ſome form and place where the Lite 
is rot, and' ſuch may worſhip they know not what, being not 
wrong to' the Truth which makes. free to worſhip in, Heb. 9.1, 2: 
Fohn 4. 22. peu i 

The ſecond Prieſthood hath the Bread of Life which-comes 
down from Heaven;and gives Life ;1 the which Bread being not.in 
outward ſhew,was not only hid from the Scribes and Phariſees,who 
had the Oracles of God outwardly, but alſo from them: that prc 

feſs Chriſt withoutthem only ; for there is a time wherein Chriſt 
is known after the Fleſh, therefore ſaith LIE He that 1s with 
you ſhall be in you,, Fohn 14. 17. Ch. 6. 35. & 60. 

- Þ he firſt Aridibood, hong made by a Law of God, which 
Law ſtands outwardly,” the Prieſts being Miniſters of the Law 
ard not cometo-Chriſt, but now. the Prieſts are out of his Do- 
Qrinez' Aar.23. and-i{o are found themſelves Tranſgrellors. 0 
the fame Law which they. teachito others; therefore the Li 
declares againſt ſuch, ſaying, Wherefore ye Prieſts, this Commang+ 
ment is for you; Jf you mill net. bearken, 1 will ſend. a Curſe. upes 
yen, and 1 will "Curſe your Bleſſing,' and- ſpread the Dung of your 
felemm Aſſemblies upen your Faces, Mal. 2.1512, 3, Mich. » 1011s 
Fer, 10. 21 Haſea.9.! 1ſa. 56.9, 10,/ 119!32,; Rem: Mj2.1s 224 
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14 The Firſt and Second Pzieſthood 
The Miniſtfy of the ſecond Prieſthood witneſſeth the Righ- 
teouſneſs of the Law fulfilled within, and ſo comes to the free- 
dom from the Law of Sin'and Death, and ſo comes to receive 
+ _—_ from God, not a Curie, Rom. 7.6. Chap. 8. 2, 3, 4+ 

eb. 6.7. , 

The firſt Prieſthood,who offers daily for the People and them- 
ſelves, though it be much, and conliſteth in many Words and 
outward Ceremonies, yet this is not able to make him that doth 
it PerfeCt, as pertaining to the Conſcience, but the Guilt re- 
maineth ſtill upon the Conſcience both of him and his followers, 
Heb.9.9. 2 Pet. 2. 1, 2, 3. & 14- 

'Theſecond Prieſthood, who hath forever Perfected them that 
are Sanftified, he is of the heavenly Mantion, of the which there 
are many in the Fathers Houſe, whoſe Houſe are we, who are of 
the Body,. which is the Church, which is raiſed up by the Mini- 
ſtry of the ſecond Prieſthood, to ſit together with Chriſt in the 
Heavenly places, where the Unclean cannot come ;z but the 1i- 
ving Service and Prayers are offered up through the Eternal 
Spirit, Ephe/. 1. 20, 21, 22, 23. Chap. 6. 2. Heb. 3. 6. Fohn 


14- 25 3- 
The firſt Prieſthood and its Miniſtry conſiſted in reading of 
the Law that was written in Tables of Stone, and Writings 
which are without, and in preaching of Adeſes in the Synagogues 
every Sabbath-day, the Vail being over the Heart, and the end 
of the Law not ſeen, nor him known that*s made under the Lay,. 
Atts 15. 21. 2 Cor. 3. 13, 149 15, &c. 

The ſecond Prieſthood and its Miniſtry conſiſteth in mini-- 
ſtring Life to the Seed in Priſon, and opening the Priſon-doors, 
that SJ Seed of Abraham may ſpring out of the barren Womb, 
and feel the Power of the Son of God breaking-down that which 
the Law had power over, and ſoto bring to him that is the end. 
of the Law, and to behold with open Face the Glory of him 
that takes away the Sin, and brings in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
Tfa. 61. 1, 2, 3. Dan.g. 24. 2 Cor. 3.18. 

The firſt Prieſthood had the Letter, - but. afterward reſiſted. 
the Holy Ghoſt, yet profeſs Moſes and the Prophets Writin 
and make a Gain thereby , but reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt and 
Spirit of Propheſie, the Heart being Uncircumciſed, Aﬀs 7. 
$3» 52+ Fude 11, | The. 


redan ccepaie age Sages. 15 

+ The ſecond Prieſthood and:its Miniſtry is.of the $ abs with 

wer of the Holy Ghoſt, and the ſame Spirit 
Loot the Prophets,-and all the holy men of God, and 
comes to that from whence that _— forth, which was 
preached in the Synagogues every -day, Iſa 44: 3. Iſa. 
$9- 21. 2 Bet, 11, 21. 

In-tbe time. of che firſt Prieſthood the Cherubims cover the 
Mercy-ſeat, and the Lord communeth with him that is rhe Mi- 
niſter of the Law above the Mer Fs -ſeat, which Mercy-ſcat be- 
ing both covered and under, the People being both ſtiff 
necked and hard hearted : So the Power hands above miniſtring 
the Law, which is to judge and cut down that which cauſeth the 
hardneſs of the-Heart, which is covered with the Vail throuz 
the tran{eeſion of the Law, under which the Mercy-ſeat 1s, 
- and the T eftimony lieth under it, Exod. 25. 31. Let him that 
readeth bats hes Þ Matth, 24. 15. Heb.9g.5 ; 

In the time of the ſecond Pricſttood the "Teſtimony and Wit- 
nefs of God is raiſed up, and the opened, and the 
hardneſs of Heart broken, and fo the A ſcparated be- 
tweenhim: and; his Tefttmony comes to be broken down, ang 
the Fountain'of living Mercies opened, and the Soul ry q 
with the hidden Manna; 1o the Seed of 4brabam comes to! 
raiſed up through the Vailby the power of him who is 4: 
Miniſter within: the Vail modes under the Law, to redeem thi 
Soul from under the Law 3 and ſo as this is read in the work 
it, and-fo felt and underſtood, the, Promiſe of the ſecond C6- - 
venant,: under the Miniſtry ' of the ſecond Prieſth is wit- 
nefſed, even as it is written, / will dwell in them, and walk in them, 
and 1 will be their God,' and they bo re my People, 2 Cor. 6. 16. 
Fer. 31-33. Heb. 8.8.. to thee Cn. 9: 12: Iſa. $7-15-. 

. . In the time of the firſt Prieſthood there is much talkin 
the Ordinances, and many are plead from the Letter thr the 
'Ordinances, which fag. (as ner ih} Ircus 


” . 


was) and alſo many Temple. of the Lord, Fl 
Temple of the Lord; und yer the Temple ple is,made [by ſuck 
denof Thieves, and.a habitation of ate :apll ws or 


© devouring Beaſts of the Field, who hay, 
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